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o° the blue during the hinal weeks ol the
campaign, capped by his cunncr-up flnish at
1he Divisian 1 slale meet, where he tossed
Ihe iton ball 521125, Gersham was dlso Ihe
Qaktand Counly meet champion, won In: QAA
Division Il feague maet and finished second
al (he Wes1 Bloomlie!d regional.

“He really stepped up at the end of the
year, ang linishing second in the state was a
bin surprise,” sald Southtleld coach Wililam
Howard. “He's stil feaming how ta throw. o
it wiit be fun to watch him the nest cauple
years”

DRSCUS: Vince Beiry. West Blaomlield, sen
dor - 1n only two seasons as 3 thrower, Berry
emerged 35 the one of (he best statewide. In
the discus, he won [he OAA Division | and
West Bloomlceld reglonal tilles. missed Lhe
county meet and finishca 10th at the Division.
[ slate meet. His best effort in Lhe discus was.
160-10 Qver in Ihe shot pul, Berry 2fso fin-
ished fifth at (e stale meet ang clalmed
c1owns at bottr the leaque and reqional, He
w3y undefeated in dual meets in both events
and had a best of 54-67% in the shot put oul-
doors Indoors. he won the Buron Refays with
4 put af 36-8 Ind was also 0akiand County
(ngoor champign.

“I was only his secord year &s 3 (hrower,
30 his diglances were prelty impressive.” sald
Weel Blaomticld coach Lee Averill, “He was
unbeaten up urbil (1e counly meet, where he
didn't compete, ard he placed in the shot put
at state to end his career”

Berry will play football at Grand Rapids
Junlor Cattege this falt

LONG JUMP ({lle): Demea Carter,
Birmingham-Detroit Country Day, junlor;
Steve Eltsworlh, Auburn Hills Avondate, sea-
lor + Two state champions in this eveat
forged 3 tie on the ali-area firsl team and
both had spectacular seasons Lo bout,

Carter, who was rotated in 10 different
events this season including running legs on
the rellow Jacvels' Division 3 state champion
1600 retay quartat and sevenih-place 400
relay unit, was the Division 3 state champica
in the long jump with a 22-6 5 effort, He also
won the Oivision 3 MITCA team state meet
g Almont regional. but did aot compete at
the county chamgionships.

“Demed was such a versatite athtete for
us, we even had him try the shot put one
imeel and run some (middle) distance zaces.”
said Country Day coach David Witson. “He
was one of our key sprinters and in the lang
jump he really shired at the end of the sea-
son. He beat James Stewart of Sultons Bay at
the state meet and MITCA meet, and | believe

(Stewart) was & state champion last year”

Etlsworth® story was blltersweet becsuse
he missed the first two-thieds of the sesson
Cue tonjuries sulfered in the Dashelbal sea-
son. Learning that he had lo give up hurdling,
he qave fong jump 4 try, and he went on Lo
win two dual meets, finish first at the 0AA
Divislon Il meet and end the preg season by
winning the Divislen 2 stale title wilh 3 teap
0l 22075, He folfoacd Ihal up going 235 at
arecent AAU quallfier meel, and hopes to
participale in 1he stale ang national AAY
meels later this summer at Easlesn Michigan
University.

HIGH JUNP: Chrls Faison, @loomiield Hills
Lahser, saphomare - Aller plaging third a1
Ihe stale meet as a [reshman, fatson equaled
Ihat feat agaln this year at Ihe Division 2
state finals. Undefealed in dual meels. Faison
a!50 captured first at the Eastern Michigan
Invitationd), Troy Alhens Redays, EMU Huron
Relays, Oakland Counly Indoor meet, Lahser
Retays, Marysville regional and OAA Division
1l meet, and took second at the Oaxland
Counly Outdoar Championships at Lake
Qrion. Twice durlng the scason he cleared 6
7, which ties  long-standing scnool record.
At the recent Adidas Qutdoor National meet
in Horth Carolina, he faited 10 clear Lhe open-
ing height af 66,

“ think what Caris did different this yesr
was he became much more onsistent at the
Nigher helghts.” said Lahser coach Nick
Stration, “H2 had 4 three-inch (personal besl)
Ihis year. Now, we hope to get him more con-
sistent at heighis fike 6-7 next yesr, and
hopetully sce him go even higher.”

Faison was also one of the area's lop high
hurdless, winning the leaque, taking fourth at
the regioaal in a season-best 14.8 and
Decoming & state semilinatist.

HURDLES EVENTS

TIO-METER HURDLES: Erik Waliace, Lake
Qrion, junlor - This third-year varsity per-
formet is following in the footsteps of former
Lake Orion all-staler Nick Stout, who is cut-
renlly compeling at Central Michigan. In the
130 hurdies, Wallace was third at the Holly
regional tn a career-best 144, won the DAA
Division | meet, finished fousth 3t the coualy
and placed #ighth at the Division 1 state
meel. In the 300 hurdles, he was a league
cunner-up, finished third at. the regional
(39.3), fifin at the county and 10th at the
state finals. He was atso a quality sprinter In
the 200 meters. winning two cual meets and
finishing second at the league meet (22.6).

100-METER HURDLES: Kevin Davis.
Farmington Harrison, senior - One of many
explosive surners in the Hawks' arsenal.
Davis blazed the trail for a individual state
Lt in Ihe 300 hurdies this year, posting an
area’s best of 38 64 at the state meet, He was

210 the OAA Divisicn | and Rarysville reqlon-
1 ¢hamp and placed fourth at the county
meel. In the 110 hurdles, Davis aiso shined.
winning the Observertand Relays, taking sec:
ong at the league, Lhird at the regional {145),
sixth at the county and seventh at the state
finats.

RUNNING EVENTS

100 METERS: Kim Thempson, Bimmingham-
Datrolt Country Day, senior - The Yellow
Jackets’ have resurfaced in boys track & Neld
during the past four years and Mompson Is
one ol the many reascas why. The fouyear
varsity runner, who will play faosball at
Rorifwestern University nesl year, capped
i career by winning Lhe Division 3 titte In
1he 100 meters in 10.76 and placed in four
events at the state meet. Thompson, who had
a best of 106 En the 100, also won the KITCA
Dlviston 3 meet and Almont reglonal in lhe
100, and was also MITCA champion in the 200
{222) among many notabre performances.

“Kim just bad & phenotnenal season.” said
Wilson. "To be so cansistent in ke 100 and
run ia Lhe three sprint relays the way he did,
it shows just what type of work ethic he has
anc the type af athlete Lhat he is™

Thampson alsa anchared Country Day's
theee sprind cefays at the state finaly, includ
ing the state cnamplon 1,600 meler relay
quaret.

200 METERS: Chris Howell, Southfield, sen-
ior - Regardless il it was the 100 or 200, few
coutd defeat Howelk this season. Io the 200,
he won the OAA Division !l and Oakland
Caunty crowns, placed third at the West
Bloomtield reglanal and third at the Division |
state meet (20.6). Over in Ine 100, he was
caunly champ in 10.6, won the leaque, fin-
isned second at the segional, waund up
fourth at the slate meet and 1hird at the
Midwest Meet of Champlans. He was uade-
feated in both sprint events at dual meets
and an on the 8lue Jays' 400 relay quariet
Ihat went 434 this season dut was gisquall-
fied at the state meet.

“Chris is a very intefligent young man and
just & great athlate. He also scored a 25 on
his ACT.” said Howard. “He'll be adle ta
arcampiish anything in file if he pets his
mind to L. He's a very gifted young man”

400 NETERS: Fermon Tate. Farmington
Harisan, senior - One of the ared’s dest mid-
dle distance runners inat past {hree years,
Tate broke the tape at Lhe Division 2 state
meet with 3 4318 clocking and then went on
to finish thitd at the Midwest Meet of
Champions for Team Michigan. Tate, who also
had a 2017 effort in ihe B00 Ihis season, was
undeleated in duals in the 400, won both
county ard OA Division | crowns and fia-
ished seccnd at the Marysville fegional. He
2150 ran tegs on (he Hawks’ 3200 relay (seve
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“Fermon Tate was oe of Ihe premies 400+
meter runhers in the state this season.” sald
Reed. "He was rasely beaten this season.”

Tate r3n at the AKU Operation Friendship
Invitationat in Oetroll this past Satusday, win®
ning the 400 in 48.5 seconds.

800 METERS: Sebastien tounls. Sesholm,
senlor - A standout in $o¢cer, Lounis proved
that track & lield was his best sport, &s he
went on ta finish fourth at the Olvision 2
stale meet In the BOO with a 15492 cloching.
the best in Lhe area Dy nearty three seconds.
Lounis was undefealed in Ihe evont leading
up Io the state meet. winalng the CAA
Divislon I, Maryswifle regiona! ang county
tlltes and finished sixth in the event at the
sidwest Meet of Cnampions. He also had a
time of 511 in the open 400 and anchored the
Maples to 3 win in the 3,200 relay 3t he
teague meet {8234 among ather Rightights.

“He didn't lose Lhe fopen) BOO unlii the
state meat,” sald Seahoim coach Bif)
Johansson. “He's an extremety hard wocker
and a bright xid. Re has a 335 GPA, o he's
qot a beight future ahead of him.”

Oonnie Richmond, Oxford,
junior = This Lhrec-year varsily veteran was
rarely beaten In the hree dlstance races, a5
he hasn't Jost & race ia the Flint Melzo
League since his freshman year. in his best
zvent, the 1,600. Richmend was a feaque
champian, finished secoad at the Holty
reglonal and Oakland County meets, and
cialmed fiflh at the Divislon 1 state meet in
420.65 - second Fastest in school history. la
the B00 meters, he was 3 {eaque champlon
159,63, and he a1so placed first at the league
and regianal in the 3,200 3nd took eighth at
the caunty and 215t at the state meet (3455)
in Ihe same event.

“Dannie had a very successful season I
track He was undefealed (in three events) in
1he league and ran well in twa events at Ihe
state meel” said Grford cosch Ben Xaszeta.
“He's anly two-and-half seconds oft the
school recoed in the mite, 50 hopefulty el
be able a shave that lime off and get that
record next season.” .

2200 WETERS: Jahn Black, Brother Rice,
s5zhamare - The 3200 at the Division 1 state
mect was the fastest ever, as Lhe top eight
medaist all breke 9:23 and & totat of 21 rune
ners bioke 346,

“I've never seen the bwomite that fast at
1he state meet.” said Srother Rice coach Bob
Stark. “John Black breaks 9:45 and only fin-
ishes 191h at the state meet.”

Black, who was also all-state last fall in

9424 2t the slate Mnals. That was preceded
by wins at the Weal Bioomfleld regional and
Cainoflc High School League meet 4nd 4 run-
ner-up shawing at the county meet. Black
al5o tinished faurth in Ihe 1.L00 (4401) &t
(e regional and wsy LD at the leagus Meet
0 the same event.

“John fan about 10:30 (ast year as a fresh-
Mman. 80 (t's ¢33y (o se¢ haw much he
improved this year,” added Stark, “The longer
the race. Ihe better for Johin. We'te Boping to
see more good things out of him n the fail in
cross-country.”

RELAY TEAMS

400 METERS: Farmington Harnsan (Marcus.
Woods. Rabert McCall, Charles Pickett.
Charles Stewart) - Saving the dest for last is
what Ine Hawks Mave done 23 3 team Lhe
past (firee years 3t e Division 2 state finais.
a8 Harrison captured the team ¢rawn. This
foursome of two seniors, Woods and Pickell,
along wilh junlors MeCall and Stewart, helped
Ihe champianship cause by breaking the tape
at the stale mest in the 400 efay (4254).
This unlt also won the Chservertand Relays,
0A& Dlvislon | and Marysville reglonat titles
and Finished third at the county meet. Meir
best on the year was 427,

“1t was exciting 1 see them finish up wilh
3 state championship Tl year, beczuse
three of them were 3fl-state in this event
{last year)” said Reed.

Indlvidually, /oods. who will compete in
footbalt at Missourh University next year, was
fourth at Ine state meet 1a the 100, white
Plckelt was 3 state quaiifier in the 100 and
Stewart a statc semiflnafist in the 200.

800 WETERS: Southfield (Derek Hunter,
Justin Kinsman, Adam Clements, Chels
Howell) - A3 3 team, Southfield finished sec-
ong ¢ the Division 2 slate meet and this
foursome were calalysts behind that per-
formance, Made up of the seniar frio of
Clements, Kinsman and Howef), 3long with
freshman Hunter, this unit ¢rulsed to a run-
faer-up showing at the Division1state mestin
£21.49, which tied the school record sat in
1989, This foursome 4150 won the Tray Athens
Relays, Ambrose/Eccentric Relays. DAA
Livision II, caunty and West Bloomtistd
regionar titles

“Derek steppad right up a8 a frestman
and joined these quys for 3 sery successiul
refay.” $3id Howard, “When Ross Weaver gal
injured late In the year, he moved right in
there and we sttl) excelled. Shay really
stepped up 1o fie Ihe schoa) record at the

Ciemenls will play footBall at Yillanava
University next year, while Kinsman and
Howell are shit considering coliege options.
Al four ranked In the top 10 in Ihe drea in
various open events this year,

1400 KETERS: Seahoim (Sebastien Lounis,
Dan Lafave. Ryan Yates, Rick Paul) - A lalal of
five area teams broke 3250 8t one point this.
season, bul Lhis foursome was best at the
end of the year, winning the county meet and
1aking sacond at the Division 2 state meet in
32389, Nage up of two seniors (Lounis 2nd
\afave) and 2 pair of juniors (Yates and Paul),
Ihey 3lso won ol the Rarysville regional
ang Ambrose Raiays, and Mnihed second at
both the OAA Division il meet and Lahser

lays.

“Tneir effort 3t the state meet was lhe
second-fastest in school histary,” said
Johansson. “They wan the caunty two years
in 8 row ¢nd finished secand ot the slate
meeL These quys rose ta Lhe occasion at (he
ead of the year.”

LaFave, wha was aisa hird at the state
meet in the open 400 (49.78), wilt run next
year at Bosten College, while Lounis is con-
lemglating watking on at Michigan in either
trazk or soccer, '

3,200 METERS: Troy (Braoks Cowan, &ill
Luginbill, Andrew Stewart, Darnell Austir) «
The urit of Stewart, & senlor captaln. Austin,
4 junior, and two scphomores {Luginbit and
Cowan} came out af the siaw hedt at the
Oivision 1 state meet. which it won, to finish
seventh ovecall with a 7:56.04 cloghing -
fourth-best in school history and only six
seconds off lhe schaol recard of 7.52. This
foursome aiso won the New Baltimore
Anchar Pay Refays and Sterting Heights
Invitational. finlshed second at the Warren
Mott regional to eventual state champion
Detruit Mumford, won [he OAA Divighon | meet
crown and placed fourlh st the county meet
in {he rain.

“This was 3 great group of kids and incee
of them will be back next season.” sald froy
coach Scott Player. “They surpeised us dttle
bit at ine stale meet gaing 7.50, but we
thought they would break 805 3 Bltle sooner,
maybe at the regional or county. el see if
they can go under 255 next year because we.
Snty Sose Stewart a0d wa Dad 4 freshman that
weat 200 this year and he replace Stewart”
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Taking |t To The Streets
Main Street , Novi, Mi
July 24th - 27th 2003

Experience the Sights, Sounds &
Flavors of The Music & Motor Fest [~

© Tasta Fest "Chow On Main” brought fo you by Jaguar of Novi

© Car Show brought o you by Varsity Lincoln Mereury and Nowi Expo Cantar

© Kids Fale with trout pond, Rock Climbing Well, Pistons Hoop Fast traller

sith (nteractivo basketball and camivl ‘
© Seturdey los eratm Soclal brought to you by Baskin Robbins snd Michigen Milk
Producars with Bozo Show and Donut dipping eoue
@ 5K RunWalk Novi Parks end Roe Softball Toumsment
© Fireworks at dusk brought to you by Vmi&llmln Hereury,

Marty Feldman Chevrolst and Shumsn

. FREE Entertainment by Bright house Networks

oThursday, July 23th
SUN MESSENGERS

oFriday, July 25th

With Lasor [ight Show, 108.7 The Delvs

Visit www.masicendmotorfest.com or eall 248.349.!956 for up to date schodules sad Mm\ .
O He@gTown ‘%‘ v
; 2 o “NOVI

of Dunkin Donte

ryslor Jeap

*Saturday, July 26th
GARY PUCKETT

*Sunday, July 27th
STEWART FRANCKE -

Wnclovasian

Plan your weekend
activities each Thursday
with Filter R .




