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Web sites can spread a gupzen by Bl e

iot of misinformation

eople have always had

great imaginations, com-

ing up with amazing sto-
ries to explain things. They c
ated mythic animals with great
nemes like centavr, or Cyclops,
or Pegasus,

f there were
acreature that
snuck into
homes, spew-
ing lies and
half truths,
stealing the
attention of all
the inhabi-
tants, they
would have
called it some-

Or. Brag thing like
2-1“______1 Infogauskus, or
The Infidon.

We call it the Internet.

The Internet will go down as
one of the great inventions the
carth has ever seen.

The whole world is linked,
and as such we can become
closer than ever, as a world-
wide community. (We can
pretty much see how that's
gaing!)

Also, we can shap easier than
ever. With just a click of a few
hundred buttons, you can pur-
chase a shirt and have it in just
a few days, when in the past
you would have handed a clerk
acard and taken the shirt
home immediately, while help-
ing the local economy.

Of course, the Internet is stilt
in its very beginnings..what TV
was in its Milton Berle stage. It
should improve.

Just like TV did. (Uh oh!)

WATCH FOR MISINFORMATION

The problem I have with the
Internct would be the serious
levels of misleading, half true,
or incorrect informatian peo-
ple stumble across.

Just about everyone who
deals with the public has-
dealt with a person who's an
expert after reading a Web site

or two.

I'll bet every physician hears
from patients who claim they
have malaria, because they
have fever, and that's one of the
symptoms.

Or that the drug they were
given is dangerous because
some guy who was taking it
wrote on-line that his hair fell
out.

Vets deal with much the
same thing. Too many times
I've had a client te]l me they
looked online, and saw n Web
site that suggested that same-
thing like feeding your dog.
boiled carrots is better than
dog food.

Hey, if someone wrote it
down, it must be so.

That concept’s not true, of
course, Just ask the New York
‘Times.

Remember, there are more
clowns with Web sites than
with red noses. Be careful what
you belleve.

1 break down the misinfor-
mation people find on the
internet into four groups:
Misinformation,
Misunderstanding, Ancedotal
mis-information, and Hokum.

A client came into my clinle
and told me T was killing his
dog, because I had put his
greyhound on a certain heart-
worm pith

He hind read on a Web site
that that pill killed -
hounds. This could be an
example of one of the first two

es, cither misinformation or
misunderstanding, Turns out it
waa misinformation, by an
owner whose dog threw up
w‘llalcn taking the heartworm
pill,
This misinformation may
stop someone from getting the
all-important protection of
heartworm preventive, then
we'll have to treat for heart-
worm disease, which is quite
dangerous,

Food ingredicnts make for
great misunderstandings. :
Trying to compare the levels of
nutrients of one diet to another
can make less sense to me than
firing your basketball coach
ofter two 50-win seasons. Sull,
Iny people can look at the cons
tents and know one food is bet-
ter, often with diarrhea, vomit-
ing or worsé as a result..

Anesdotal misinformation
can be related to seat belts, .

How many times have you
heard from someone that they

thi
dent, and landed
pilobFhiy? -

‘The person who docs better
without a seat belt is the isodnt-
ed incident.

Seat belts save lives.,

A certain pain killer helps
muke pets feel better when
they nre hurting. A favorite of
mine was a Web site once that
snid that this drug “killed my

FROM PAGE Ct

Rhen Bertelsen said of the
impatiens,

(Plant double impatiens
where it is easy to pick up their
fallen petals, she said..

The limestone edging, which
the Bertelsens installed, gives a
lit to the bed,

Amony the plantingx around
the deck are pink roses, gray-
E)I\‘u: R\!ssinn siage, );c“mv

story, you should take it with a
grain of salt.

Dr. Brad Davls is the medical director
fer the YCA of Garden City, 2085
Inkster Road, Garden City, MI 48135.
Feel free to write him there with ques-
tions and comments, He is 3lso ane of
Ihe hosts of Ihe nationally syndicated
radio show Animal Talk, Visit the web
site at www Animaitalkradio.com.

You ¢an send E-mail questions

or comments to Questions®dani-
maltalkradio.com.

psis (false )
pink phlox and columbine, The
phlox was a housewarming gift
from a friend. The columbine
was started from a plant
obtained at a Troy garden
exchange several years ago.

Al trumpet vine,

entwined around an iron frame
in a barrel, adds a nice vertical
touch to the scene.

OTHER DELIGHTS

A variety of delights and sur-

IT'S ATOTALLY

Two blue hostas sit among various plants just off the front porch. Rhea
Bectelsen says this space is one of favorite “combination” garden areas.

prises can be found throughout
the grounds,

In the shade of a white flow-
ering erab apple tree, an
Oregon grape holly evergreen
presents bright orange flowers
in the spring and bluish berries
in the fall. Barren strawberry,
“Lip Stick” shows tiny ruse-red
flowers under a densely rooted
weeping cherry tree.

Green and white euonymus

“Gaiety” drapes around out-
door meters and sprinklers,
forming a decorative cover
over such mechanisms,

Combinations of gold and
blue — in hanor of the
University of Michigan, which
both Bertelsen children are
attending — are pluced around
the garden,

Favorite annuals include
saivia, “Crystal Palace™and
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Lavender, primroses, sedum,
baby’s breath, coral-bells, pop-
pivs, balloon flowers
strawberries are among other
features,

Bertelsen, who attributes her
interest in gardening to her
French-Canadian heritage (her
fumily had farms in Windsor in
1760), doesn't do meticulous,
formal planning for the gar-
den,

“If it works, fine; if it doesn't,
dig it up, put it in a different
spot,” she suid,

‘The Bertelsens use compost
from Troy's recycling center,
und cocon mulch.

Rhea Bertelsen often buysa
particular plant in groups of
three, putting them in three
different spots to see where the
plant grows the hest.

“I don't mind 2 little mainte-
nance work,” she said. “Be will-
ing to go out and replant. We
have such great garden stores,
so many nice choices.”
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