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Local surviver raises funds for cancer research

BY KIM XOVELLE
STAFF WRITER

F.'\rmin;;mn is dedicated to
nump money for a cure.

“I found out a couple years
into it that fund rai
(option),” said Newcomer, a
project o

‘Ten years after being diag-
nosed with breast eancer, sur-
vivor Janet Newcomer of
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upport-
ort to the

fact that T was a survivor”
Nearly 4 decade aftier two
lumpectomies, one mastecto-
my, reeonstructive trans-rectal
abduminal muscte (TRAM)
surgery and six months of
chemotherapy, Newcomer is
ttl\'hr.xtln;, hier tenth year can-
C and is seeking to help

Last ‘Tuesday, Race Fans for
a Cure's special NASCAR
stopped by the Minaes parking
1ot nt 24115 W. Tivelve Mile
Rel., and this Saturday morn-
ing, Newcomer walked 5K
(nbout 3.5 miles) in her sixth
Kamen Race for the Cure.

A new fiberglass show ear
with survivor-signed pink rib-
bon striping arrived in n rib-
bon-clad trailer and was dis-
played from 9 am. to 11 a.m.
onJune 17, The idea was pre-
sented to Newcomer by one of
her Ford Credit clients, Judi
Moritz,

For & donation, visitors got
their pictwe taken with the car
and received pink ribbon static
clings, pins end sclf-cxam
cards. Also, donors were
enteredd inta a caflle for a limit-
ed edition tin with two die-cast
ears 1732 the size of the origi-
nal,

“IL was just amazing,” said
Newcenmer of the car and
event, which drew 100-150
peaple and raised more than
52650, The money was divided
ameng the nine Minaes team
captains who led about 125
employees and family mem-

i 12th annual Race

“Overall we had a good num-
IM!I of peaple come out even
the rain,” said Nicole
autel, anther Minacs project

o by the can-
it it was a really

1 hegan its Race
inst Birenst Cancer, or “on-
ack performance program,”
in 1908, IfNAbLAI( driver

i lue

then 55,000 to §10,000 is
dotated to Komen, according
10 Phil Gordon, Ford Credit
Motar Sports Manzager.
“Right after that, calls
{eame) from fans wanting to
know how they coutd make &
danation,” explained Gardon,

This special pink-4 nhboned NASCAR vehicte came to cancer survivor .lanel
Hewcomer's workplace recentiy, to hefp generate funds for breast cancer
research.

Race Fans for a Cure was
formed in 2000 and since
then, Ford Credit has spon-
sared the donation program.
‘The show car, which was intro-
duced this year, will visit about
22 sites nationwide.

“We take it around all these
different...events where fans
can make donations,” said
Gordon, adding that its final
appearance in the area for the
year will be at Ford Ficld on

Thursday Aug. 14, “She {Janet)
was just so excited to have this
thing going on. [t was just such
a great event”

Since 1997, Neweormer has
also been doing fund-raising
footwork to raise money for
the Race for the Cure and raise
awareness about the impor-
tance of self-exams.

In 1993, Newcoer had

. rushed to her family doctor the

same September day that she
felt the lump. Although she
was initially assured it was
prohably a harmless eyst, she
persisted, and within a matter
of days, received a cancer diag-
nosis,

“It was n devastatiag thing to
learn,” said Newcomer, Even
though there was no history of
Trreast cancer in her family, she
deteeted the tump in time due
ta her doctor’s inslstence that
she perform regular self-
exams,

“Every indication was that it
was nothing.” said Newcomer,
noting that ths avernge womnn
waiits six months after finding
n lump before heading to the
doctor - In which case it may

be too late. “I'm extremely
grateful that I had aggressive
doctors.”

‘This Saturday, Newcomer
was joined by her husband Les,
daughter Elise and 40 cowork-
ers and others on her walk in
downtown Detroit.

“It's 2 joyous cvent, it really
is," snid Newcomer, who woren
pink hat and T-shirt along
with the 1,000 other survivors
who attended the race, which
began at 9 a.m. “It brings
home the fact that breast can-
cer touches so many people,
1t’s just an awesome thing
when you see how many peo-
ple care about it”

Mike Meldrum, co-chair of
the Fricnds for the Cure dona-
tion division, noted that more
than 21,000 were in atten-
dance and about §1 million
was raised. Also, for the first
time in the race’s dozen years,
the mayor of Detroit attended.

“The race was t ever
this year," sald Meldrum,
whose wife is an 11-year sur-
vivor. “Everything went off
smoothiy. The weather was so
kind for us”

Since March, Newcomer has
raised just about 2,500, and
she doesn't plan on stopping
until the cancer is cradicated,
especinlly before Elise is old
enough.

“No matter how small your
donation, every dolinr counts,
everything goes to geod use,”
she szid. “It’s not a death sen-
tence. We're getting closer”
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