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! OUR VIEWS !
Global class shouid
have more review

It's not difficult to understand why Farmington school
officials decided to realign their social studies curriculum.
" Thanks to the federal "No Child Left Behind” program,
adequate yearly progress on Michigan Educational
Assessment Progeam tests isn't just a political football, it's
critical to school funding. If ninth-graders are bemg!est-
ed in the area of American governmetst, they should be
taught American government.

Officials say their strategy, aligned with state standards,
is to provide a firm grounding in grades eight-10 for later
courses in global studies. Additionally, a 12th-grade
American government course, “The Individual in 2
Political World,” remains as nn elective,

To us, all this makes sense. What dees not make sense,
however, is that the new “International Affairs™ course
was.on the 2003-04 menu of classes even before it
appenred on a schoot board agenda for public review.

The most cursory glanee through the content makes
one’s head spin. In one semester, students will go through
seven units; the four required have such weighty titles as
“Human Rights and the United Nations™ and
“Formulation of U.8. Foreign Policy & Its Global
Significance.”

Even the optlonnl classes - “Religious and Ethnic
Conflict” and “Ierrorism” - seemn far too brond for the
three weeks allotted each, never mind the politically
charged topics.

Parents also expressed concerns about binses inherent
in the materinls. They made their case cloquently; some
did review the course and made suggestions for change in
the interest of falrness and balance. All they wanted was
to slow down the process, to allow for more eareful, com-
preliensive review.

Still, school officials owed it to parents to air this course
fully before offering the class - instead of setting up a vote
that would either disrupt students’ schedules or anger
parents who see the move as pre-determined.

Parents who researched and spoke on Section 105 open
enrollment, school start-lime changes and many other
issues have long complnined board members don't take
their Input seriously. Nobody's asking officials to do
everything parents suggest.

But would it have hurt to take a little extra time to con-
sider what they have to say?

Compromise needed
on road funding plan

Gov. Jennifer Granhiolm set off u case of legislative rond
rage with her “Preserve First” plan to delay 34 rond
expansion projects until 90 percent of Michigan ronds
have been tepaired.

Last weck the state Senate voted unanimously to follow
the House in restoring funding to the !)rojccls, many of
shich are already in the planning or preliminary stages.

‘The Senate vote is a victory for Sen. Shirtey Johnson, R-
Royzl Oak, \\]m has been outspoken in her opposition to
the governor’s plan.

In a media relense last week, Johnson said she objected
to the process used by the governor and Department of
Transportation Dircctor Gloria Jeff in placing the projects
on hold indefinitely.

Granholm took a back step lnst week and said shc was
willing to onsider restoring some projects.

The governor made her initinl decision jn light of the
state’s tight budget and a shortfall in expected road funding.

While we generally endorse the governor's position that
repairing existing roadways is the top priority, it is clear
that she will have a hard tinie convineing the state

Legislature, The governor should hold fiem on vetoing the
full package of 3+ programs and then arpange a miceting
with legislative leaders to work through a compromise,

Another voice in this argument lias come from advo-
cates Tor mass transit, who inve always complained that
mnss transit has never received the 10 percent of trans-
portation funding to which it is constitationally enti-
tled. They argue that funding vither the road expansions
ar full maintenance takes funding fram mass trans-
portation,

As we sce it, there is a real need for a master plan on
roads and transportation. There needs to be a commit-
ment 1o a transportation plan that takes into account
what peaple want and also what that state needs to limit
sprawl, cut pollution, reduce trafiic deaths and provide
service where needed.

Short term Gov. Granholm must sit down with lcgﬁln-
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EDITORIALS ® LETTERS w COLUMNS

A big thanks to Gabrleta Difiare, Sara Flelds, Vicky tencione, Jenny Lang, Michete Ring, Hicote Spencer, Emlly Wilkins and Ashlee Witkowskl, members of

the Our Lady of Sorrows sIxtt-grade GIrf Scout Troop #2048 for putting up bat houses. Their concern for the community should teanslate Into fewer mos-

qultoes this summer, at least in Shtawassee Park,

eep helmet law

As a survivor of both cancer and
seizure disorders, I strongly oppose the
{dea of dropping Michlgan's requirement
thnt motorcyelists wear helmets. { would-
n't want anyone else to have to deal with
cither of these ninjor medical problems,

We cherish the ldea of o free society in
which Informed adults can make niost of
thelr personal decisions, but we also
establish limits for the benefit of soclety
s awhole, My eancer experiences have
made me much more concerned abont
the harm done b‘y other people’s tobacco
pollution (even though [ never amoked),
Likewise, having made adjustments In

LETTERS

the hill by the Methodist Church.

The quest of civillzation hias always
been to rebuild anew, Often, however, the
value of our contributlon Nu, not in the
new that we build but in the uniqueness
of what we preserve.

The most beautifil land [ have ever
seen 1s my mother's - the view from
Farmington Rond of the fields, the valley
with the morning mist, and the hills, ris-
ing In the dist: d by the

one another, vigilant and attuned.

‘The Conlition has finally unlted all
communlty sectors under its umbrelln of
commltiment 1o break the “no-talk” rules.
We can no longer sit behind clnsed dnurn

king or judging our neighbors or ow
neighbor’s chlldren. This is about nll uf
our children, each of our lives and the
future of our community.

The }nulh of our cum~nm\lly mny have *

eted our tough app as puni-

forests, alwnys moving in the breeze, and
the colors ever changing.
That was my childhoad; that was my
somie, 8o, 1o, was Longacre House once
my home,

In 1969 my mother, her bm\lu-r nnd

my lifestyle because of selzures (Inc)
nnl drMng for cight monlhs), Ihecame
1in the ed

hier sister y
home to a nou-profit corporation. There
are five conditions in that deed. Three are

and legislative goals of Epilepsy
Foundation of Michigan.

Although most peopte dealing with
epitepsy have not done anything to cause
the condition, many others have experi-
enced it because of o traumatic event ~
especially closed head injuries. Mong
with muauny other health groups, EFM is
strongly against dropping our motorcyrle
helmet requirements. Epilepsy cost over
$12.5 billion in this country in 1995 - and
probably much more now,

Medical insurance and public funds for
medical care mnunuc to cscnlnte

il
why should (lu. publlc asa whole lmm !o
pay more taxes and more i

implied; two are expressed:

1) that the house and property be kept
in good repair and cendition,

2) that the house and property be
mnintained and preserv od i in nunrdnnw
with the } cal

thc hut the tinie Ims come to reve:
seerets that are slowly nnd instdiously
stealing precious lives. Many parents are
not neglecting their children, however
the *no-talk” rule, ofien cnforeed in the
essence of loyalty among friends, may be
the very rule that jeopardizes the health
and safety of many.

1sn't it time for n change? Qur
Conlition challenges each and every one
of us to redefine and reaflirm our roles as
parents and community members,
together and separately, We need to
address and to respond, actively, with any
issue that th the health, safety and

3) that there be compliance with all
ordinances, and that activitics not disturb,

4) that the house and property be used
solely ns a community center, providing
cultural, educationa), social and recre-
ational facilities and activities for all resi-
dents. (It is indeed, the classes, which
have been terminated, that were the
essence of the Deed).

5) thm, if any condition by broken, by
or otherwise, the

miums for situations that often can hc
avoided?

The emotional toll on victims and their
families can be even more immense,
Perhaps if the anti-helmeters get better
acquainted with people with epilepsy and
other Jong-term medical conditions
caused by closed head injuries, they may
get n different perspective,

H. Bruce Carr
Farmington Hils

Spicer on Longacre

1 write, not with n brief and flecting
interest in Longacre House, but witha
twinge of sadness, for it is, to paraphrase
atitle of Thomas Wolfe, impossible to
return ta one's home ever again or to
relive onv's childhood even briefly.

1 have before me a map of the
Township of Farmington in 1917 - 36
square miles of nothing hut farms, with a
small village of Farmington nestled at the

tors and hear them out on the proposed road
plans and together make some tough decisions.
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of Grand River and
!nrmmmon Road. All roads were gravel,
and a telephonc directory of 1940 shows
a population in that 36 square mile area
of alittle more than 1,500 people.

11ml 46 xquare mile arca is now the
cities of Farmington and Facmington
Hills. The population of both cities
approximates 100,000 Al roads are now
paved, some being four and five lanes in
width. All land has now been developed
and built.

1 51ill feel a familiarity in the town of
Farmington, where so much has been
preserved, but T do notice the absence of
the grain mill where we used to take our
crops, the dairy where we used to sell our
milk, and the grade and high schools on

non-profit corporation must deed the
house and land to the Library, unless
declined, and then to the City.,

Afler 34 yeass of Herenlean efforts to
sustain 0 community ctnlcr. purhnm itis

security of Farmington/Farmington Hills.

None of us is perfect. So why did we
call this press conference? Because lead-
ership is cause; all else is results, All of us
need to take charge in an orchestrat
effort, with credibility and knowledge,
and with passion, concern and commit-
ment..mobilized to action,

We are driving a stake in the gronnd,
because if we don't, lives are at stoke,

Estrates Michaslson

Farmington Public Schools

Robhin Hood today?

Executives take Imge sums fmm failing -

time, whether by Deed given
(the obligation of the Directors) or by
eminent domain properly exercised
(obviating all covenants as the to use)
that ownership of all 216 acres be with
one owner, as, of course, it once was,

The burden af monitaring the Center
shauld not hang, as the sword of
Damocles, aver the heads of six gencra-
tions of heirs for the next 100 years,

Nicholas Goodenough Splcer
Rochester

Missing plece

1 was very appreciative of your cover-
ageof the June 5 press conference involv-
ing our community's commitment to "get
taugh on umlgrnxc dnnkmg

Huowever, n major piece was missing
from your article. There were few wonds
from the heart. Therefore I wish to share
n bit of passion, as executive director of
the “Call to Action,” a job I hold strictly
from the heart.

We held our press conference becanse
communities must be courageous enotgh
to draw the linc between what is and
whnt is not appropriate for aur children
as well as to maintain hiealth, safety and
security for each of us, The Conlition con-
tinues to challenge the community to
move past blame and denial when it
comes ta use, abuse, addiction and vio-
tence, be it bullying, threats, intimida-
tion, terroristic or domestic assaults. We
must be P hdogs for

cory causing tolose
ife savings and employees to lose
jobs. 1t is said thcyﬂmt no ethics,

Senfors nnd low-income citizens vote
for prescription drugs, health care and
rehates subsidized by taxpayers, These
are entitlements.

Robin Hood could be a populnr candi-
date today. He took from the rich, gave to
he poor and was rewarded with wealth
and a beautiful bride. Maid Marian might
be a women's libber, looking up to him for
itically correct photo opy;

Hank Borgman
Farmington

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS °

We welcome your letters to the editor, Please
include your name, address and phane number
for veritication. We ask that your lefters be 400
viords or less. We may edit for clarity, space ang
content,

Mall:

Letters to the editor
Farmington Obsesver
3341 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

fax:
(248) 477-9722

E-mall:

i  homecomm.net
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QUOTABLE

“The fundamental probtem with this district is that there is not (a) focus on basics.”

- Farmington Schools parent Stephen Schwartz




