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of west 12 Mile Haad and
Middlehell, for instance, now
bustles with a steady flow of
traffic to Ginapolis’on the
Grill. But when the restaurmnt’s
ownera declded to settle at the
intersection in 1979, bulldess
still autpaced new buildings.
ey eatered to the con-

structlon workers that were
bullding the neighborhooads
here,” recalled John Ginopolls.

He and his hrother Peter
purchesed what was then
ealled Oba's Dar [n 1979, “Fhe
one (field) kitty-corner from
me wns completely empty. All
the roads were two-lane high-
ways.”

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

Formerly known s The
Country Thvern and then Fred's
Bar, Oba's wns situnted in a lit-
de house built in 1932 and had
attracted blue colfnr workers
from the aren, according to
John: When Ginopolis’ was
ereeted behind Oba's in 1982,
the old bullding was demol-
ished, though its memory lives
on in an ctched mirror by the
new restaurant’s bar.

Thanks to its well-known
Montgomery Inn ribs and abil-
ity to attract local and national
celebrities, Ginopolis’is now a
Jandmark in its own right.

John Glnapolls, owner (left), and Peter Ginopolis run

Glnopolls restaurant.

“We've become part of lh:
fixture of the city. [ think we're
u big part of the city’s history,”
sald John, who has been work-
ing in the business since he was
32 years old.

John and Peter's father,
George, had owned restaurants
In Detroit and Redford, but the
three hoped to open one of
their own, When George dled
in 1940, the brathers decided
to not to wait any longer.

"1t was a very difficult tine to
o nny construction,” sad John,
who noted that interest rates
were ns high as 17 or 18 percent
in 1982, “Today there's no way
you can even touch it for (what)
we did back then.”

Ginopolis' baasted salid oak
wood for flooring, paneling and
even the entire bar. Equipped
with a dance floor, the eatery
was durnble by design,
¢nhanced by details such as five
18004-cra chandeliers,

“It was bullt like Fort Knox,
like I always say” said John's
son, Peter, who started out s a
busboy and is now a general
mannger.

Although the singles ntmos-
phere was a success, the
Ginopolises qulckly switched to

Parmington (Hills), added
young Peter, citing the mayor,
superintendent and board
members as typlcal regulars.
“It's 2 Jocal hnngout f'nr(th:m)'

In 1996, Ginopolis on the Tee
was opened in the Compuware
Tee Area in Plymouth, and the
restaurant also offers outalde
catering.

ACE IN THE HILLS

Ablt farther west, nestled in
heart of the Farmington Hilia
Preeway Indurtrinl Park, about
w minute fram 3-275, Inanother
langtime corpornte resldent,

Established in 1963 by
Willinm Joseph Chorkey, ACE
Controls - then known as
Automated Control Equipment
- moved to Farmington Hills in
1368, Specinlizing in industrinl
shock absorbers and decelera-
tion technology, the company
was family-owned and opernt-
ed for years.

‘When we moved here in '68
baslcally all this (to the west, in
Novi} was farmland other than
thls industrial park,” safd
William John Chorkey, the only
son of William Joseph's seven
children and current president
of th “This industri

2 family focus, M
Jnn ribs, established by Johnu
uncle, Ted Gregory, became a
staple, and the restavrant grad-
ually gainad a stellnr reputa-
tion.

From Montgomery's
spokesman Bob Hope to Liz
Thylor and M d Ali,

al park filled up with Jarge
companies. It's just really
grown and it's hecome a real
thriving (area).”

He showed off original pic-
tui ¢s of the company, which
bcg}m as a simple 10,000~

foot white brick huild-

hometowners such
as Tim Allen,
Gordie Howe and
Fdsel Ford, person-
alities far and wide
have all found their
way to Ginopolis'
1n 1990, the cham-
plonship-winning
Detroit Pistons
cven eelebrated in
the restaurant’s
banquet room.

“At first it was
intimidating but
now it doesn't faze
us at alt," said John
with a small grin as
he showed off the
litany of auto-
graphed pictures
hanging in the
lobby area.

“You sec the
who's who of

ing with blue trim. Now the
facility has grown to cight
times its original size w:th 210
cmployees, including dozens in
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,, One nfpcn‘wps the oldest

TIME OF CHANGE

“Our community easily
d the idea,” sald Papai,

Htlh is nc(\mlly apublic place
- namely, the community

librau
r(cin!!y T in

b ehed®

noting that from 1985-86,
searches brought in 832,000
of revenue for lhc Ilbrlry.
Now, col-

1881, according to a historical
packet updated by Library
Director Bev Papal in 1997,
the Farmington Community
Library moved its headquor-
ters to 32737 W, 12 Mile Rond
in 1972. Another branch in
loeated in downtown
Farmington, adjacent to City
Hall on Liberty.

Throughout the past three
decndes, many changes have
steadily reshaped the way res-
idents experience their com-
munity library. As branch
head, assistant director and
then director throughout the
1980z, Papal witnessed the
arrival of the first computers,

“PCs (were) unforeseen in
the early 1970s,” sald Papa,
who begnn working at the
library in 1973, Originally,

trons interested in rmmmh

lections such as Infotrae and
OCLC FiritSearch provide
free ald in seconds.

Paper card catalogues hnve
also gone high-tech. Karen
‘Tervabasai, nn employee since
1977 who now works at the
Farmington Branch (opened
in 1975), recalls the transition
to the new Geac automated

system.

"It was s0 labor-intenaive,”
said Terrabassi of the old
process, which organized
items by author, title and sub~
Jjeet, often resulting in three to
¢ight eards per book. Entering
the data into Geae, located in
Plymouth, was also a chore:
“We had to pack up all the
books out of here and bring
them back”

After Geac's installation,

Library's among the city's oldest ‘businesses’

From 75 public access com-
puters to radio frequency
identifieation (RF1D) chips
that track books to self-check-
out "express machines,” the
ibrary today is truly evolved.
Some of the most visible alter-
ations have occurred within
the past five years, when the
Parmington Branch was reno-
vated and the Hills Branch
expanded,

MARY USES

The Hills addition spans
22,000 square fect, and
inclides video-conferencing
meeting rooms, quiet study
areas, lighted shelving for ref-
erence books, a Baok Mark
Cafe serving up cappuceine
and Inptop plug-in eapebili-
ties galore,

The original wing’s upper
level was converted intoa
browsing room complete with
computers that help people
learn to
flat mwmxuns, while
the lower level's children’s
aren has been expanded to
lndudc "Smart Start,” an

ad ascess to Californta-b:
Lockhieed Missile and Space
Corporation's datn manager, .
“Dinlog”

Since searches were
charged by the second,
patrons paid anywhere from 2
few dollars to several hundred
doltars,

though, switching over to the
ix 4 wivorlats

system in 1992 was easier,
and now nearly ali libraries
are efficiently linked.

“Now you can remember
any words in the title,” said
Marilyn Smith, branch head
at Farmington who begun asa
parnprofessional in 1978.

learning center.

“Through all of these years,
we've had a stafT amazingly
that's stayed preity stable,”
said Papai. “We know their
{patrons’) likes and dislikes,
we watch their children grow
up. It a nice sense of com-
munity”

{controls) the amount of air put

Germany, the United Kingdom  in and determines how fast
and Iapan. eylinder will go”

As one of the first companies ACE produced these jtems
in the park, ACE. was bulltupon  until 1978, when California-
the innovations ¢f Chorkey Sr,  based Flairline was purchased,
who had worled in the pneu- Flairline is now settled in the
matic valve industry sinceearly  large manufacturing area of the
1950s. building.

Machines that power every- By 1965 Chorkey Sr. had
thing from automotive factories  come up with annther break-
to theme parks need com- throug’;, this time with shock

mednlrtohe!pthemmwe. ich are used to
Chovkey's first hines' impact
which helped mnkc thls process  energy.
morveﬂ'men!.wnslheﬂow To put an end to “trial and
control ervor” methods, Chorkey ereat-

"It gets mmmlnd onaircylin-  ed an adjustable shock
ders to regulate the alr flowinto  absorber, which could be
the ¢ylinder)” explained Chorksy  adapted to fit different
Jr., noting that this concept was  machines. His invention was so
the founding block for ACE.“It  precise that in an ACE demon-

MANUFACTURER'S SUGGESTED PRICE $4,340
TOP QUALITY INTERTON EVO WITH 1 YEAR WARRANTY
INCLUDING SILFLEX™ SOFT SHELL TECHNOLOGY PLUS TWIN MICROPHONE NOISE REDUCTION INCLUDED.

Now you sea

Now y don't

stration, a wine glass placed on
top of machinery equipped
with the absorber didn't spill a
drop.

GOING GLOBAL

The company is now 150 5001
system certified, won the
Secretary of Commeree’s E
Certificate for Exports and
even stocks its sales depart-
ment with two engineers.

The errival of I-275 and

ACE now services the Big expansion hnulsohmught
Three and numerous compa- about not only continued
nies throughout the my,h\rt- gmwv.hin membmuscof
decision made in an access for emp inthe
time has made the dnff:renae Park.

“My father set up global “Farmington Hills is a great
sales, and that's been a big central location. It's a good
part,” said Chorkey Jr. of the solid community with a good
uncommon decision made in solid police force,” Chorkey

the late '60s. “It wasa large
gamble. I would cadl it a very
smart, visionary move.”
Growth has persisted since
the Chorkeys sold ACE to
Kaydon Corp. in March 2001,

sald. ‘hnsa!‘e.guod placeto
do business

Torlay, hundrcdn of other
business owners agree,
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WE RECOMMEND THE FINEST DIGITAL HEARING AIDS FOR YOUR LOSS.

FOR ADDITIONAL $269 ON EVO MODELS
THIS IS WHAT WE OFFER AT OUR PRICE

@ YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY
YEAR FACTORY LOSS AND DAMAQGE

YEAR SERVICE POLICY
4100% Digital interton Custom Complete In Canal “EVO”

Come I & Listen How Great Our 100

INTERTON - SIEMENS - PHONAK
WIDEX » OTICON - STARKY & MORE
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$2.000,00 YOU CAN'T PAY MORE!

WE ARE THE BEST DIGITAL HEARING AID SPECIALISTS

% Digital Alds Sound

OUFON
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PLUS 881

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND INTEGRITY SINCE 1954

“Pyies Bulos Knchabed
Wo ars providers for Blue Cross &
Blue Shield, Medicald, and most Insurances

PLEASE CALL FOR
APPOINTMENT
THANK YOU

LIVONIA
10988 MIDDLEBELT
{734) 261.6300

B’LOOMFIELI'J HILLS
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