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Presdent’s Statement
Herewith is published the state-
ment given to. the Enterprise for
publication by  Mrs. Blanchg
Roas, president of the Board of
It is in large part
as read by Mrs. Roos at the meet-
ing of the Board last Friday
night. -
PR

Members of the Farmington
Board of Education, Graded Dis-
trict 5, electors and friends of
the school: )

It has been reported that this

. Board has been underhanded in

its ‘dealings at recent date.

The Chair wishes to state that
the' meeting of February 13 was
a regular meeting of the Eo}xrq,
all Trustees having been notified
and a majority present. There-
fore, it was legal.

By all parliamentary law, the
Board has a perfect right to go
into an executive session to elim-
inate candidates for superintend-
ent -or for any other business.
The public are jnterested in only
the final t. The highest
sehool authorities say, “Have all
school board meetings closed and
publish no proceedings.” !

The Secretary will read a .let-
ter from the Department of Pub-
lic Instruction, Lansing (printed
in this issue):

The Board has been courteous
to the press and others who have
attended the Board meetings. !

The Chair wishes to advise that’
Mr. .Gullen, who stated Mr. Craw-
ford was his candidate, refused to
leave his application in with the
nthérs after repeated requests fo'
dordo. Upon his refusal, the res-
olution concerning the M. A. de-
gred was adopted. !

This resolution was not passed
to! éliminate the running of Mr,
Crawford, any more than to elim-
inate any of the other applicants
with only B. A. The
Board to a person feel grateful to
Mr. Crawford for his splendid
work in the High School and wish
to repeat, that he has carried the
High School for {wo years. How-
ever, a majority of the Board
feel at this critical time the ele:
mentary grades require a train-
ed, experienced supervisor. The
resolution passed for the pur-
pose of raising the standard of
the school, is as follows: H

Motion made by Macomber,
supported by Lee, that all candi-
dates for position of superintend-
ent'of school, who will not be 'in
possession of a Master’s Deguee
by September be eliminated.

Gullen, No; Macomber,
Lee. Yes; Roos, Yes.

While a degree is not every-
thing. it does mean prestige and

Yes;

-added efficiency. The time is soon

coming when the standards for
remaining & credited school will
be raised.

In the 'mext place, Mr. Gullen
stated. “A number of people have
telephoned me and come to my
house within the last two days
to speak for Mr, Crawford for
superintendent.” The president of
the Board has only been ap-
proached -on the subject by one
man, to whom she stated what
has been said to the Board, con-
cerning the need of a trained man
in the elémentary grades. .

Then the Chair wishes to state
further that she deems it unethi-
cal; for Board members to circu-
laté petitions concerning appli-
cants for office of superintendent.

The Chair wishes further
to 'say that>the minds_lof
the Board are open and unbinqeql
in the choice of a superintendent.
Tonight, it will consider the
credentials of applicants and
leave the best in the running. No
final decision will be made. The
men whose credentials remain,
will be thoroughly investigated
and a special meeting called,! if
necessary, for the purpose |of
electing 2 superintendent. '

Further, the Chair wishes to
state that the Board has endeav-
ored to place the finances of the
district on a business basis and
‘beginning July first, the budget
plan will be used in the handling
of the district's finances.

The Board’s secretary, DMrs.
Lee, has been efficient and untir-
ing in her efforts for the school.
Her books are open and’ may be
consulted at any time, |

“This district spends enough
money to sell to the community
the best small scthuol in the De-
troit City District.

The é{mir wishes further : to
state if there be those in the
community who suspicion ‘one an-
other and if petty, partisan poli-
ties control the school board, the
City will never have a school; of
which it may be proud. )

The Chair believes there are
fine men and women on both
sides (if you recognize a djvx-
sion), that will give their time
to know the school and act for'its
best intenests, . L

The best school trustee is not
he:who pleases the. constituency
that placed him on:the Board.
but the one, who, unbiased, will
work for the best of the school.

The Chair, too, wishes to state}.

that as long as she is 2 member

Jings.

of this Board, only men of clean

speech and high ideals of the
Crawford type shall .guide
boys and -girls.

The Chair asks your loyalty to
the incoming superintendent, for
you will either help him to suc-
ceed or fail. ¢

‘The ones who suffer most in
any trouble are the ones we love
the best, our boys and girls.
—Blanche Wheeler Roos,

President,

our

Department of Public Instruction
Lansing Mich!, Feb. 19, 1930

Mrs. Norman C. Lee-

Farmington ,Michigan.

Dear Mrs. Lee: ' -

There is nothin® in the law
which requires a graded school
district to publish the proceed-
ings of any school board meet-
The only | requirement is
the annual financial report on or
before the first |Monday dn Aug-
ust, If I remember correctly,
you are a graded district. If you
happen to be al special act dis-
trict your act may provide for
the publishing of bogrd minutes
but I doubt it very much.

The board of  education ~may
control its board meetings. They
may be privateior the board by

‘|a majority vote may admit cer-

tain  ones or .the public as a
whole. This refers to newspaper
reporters. If you wish some re-
porter present you may admi
him or you may ~exclude him.
However, the minutes of  your
hoard meetings ave subject. to
public scrutiny at any time. Any-
one may call at your office and
ask to see the minutes of board
meetings. You must exhibit them
but you cannot. Tegally permit
anyone to take:ithem {rom :your
office nor to make.a new copy of
the same. - ’
Very sincerely vours,
C. Lloyd Goodrich.

Answers|President
To the Editor:

Relative to the statement read
by Mrs. Roos at; a so-called meet-
ing of the Board ' of Education
Friday, February 21, 1930, I
should like to say a few things.

Whether the controlling major-
ity of the Board has been under-
handed in the matter under dis-
cugsion I cannot say, but it does
appear to be exceedingly hish-
handed in its attitude toward the
interested public. !

Chanter 110, [Section 7 of the
Compiled Laws| of the State of
Michigan, 1915, and the resolu-
tion requiring publication in the
local paper of all;minutes of the
meetings of the : Board which
was passed at| the regular an:
nual meeting of the school dis-
trict in June, 1928, are the high-
est authoritied to which the
Board may look for guidance in
the matter of | closed meetings
and publjcation of prefeedings.

It seems strange, if true, as the
President says! that Mr. Gullen
should without ‘any authority
ity to do so dttempt to with-
draw Mr, Crawford’s application
before the Board took the action
which in effect| barred considera-
tion thereof. More strange still
was the method .deemed  neces-
sary to accomplish this. After a
majority of the members present
had voted affirmatively on the
resolution why|was it necessary
for the President to add her af-
firmative vote?|This can indicate
only over zealousness in carrying
out a’ definite purpose.

Any body of public officials who
legally or othersise insists upon
deliberating behind clo;cd doors
invites suspicion of their acts.

Tn assuming to criticize and to
define the standard to which fel-
low members of the Board shall
attain the President has, .to say
the least, exceeded the province of
her authority. *

To Mr. Gullen, T am told, must
go the credit for.whatever prog-
ress has been ;made toward es-
tablishment of 4’ budget system
for the finances of the school
district, and not_to the present
majority of the Board as .mlg)!t
be inferred from. the President’s
reference to this subject.

The first reference Which 1
have heard to[the possibility of
anyone attempting to make a
Sunday School of the day school
came from the |lips of the Presi-
dent herself. Al guilty conscience
needs no aceusing. 3

If T may ﬁresume,, without
authority, to speak forltljose who
have signed the petition to the
Board on behalf of Mr, Crawford,
T ask only that they be treated
fairly and that due consideration
be given their lexpressed wishes;
that instead of challenging the

public to find put as best it cen
how they are ducti

ing the af-
fairs ofthe Board: they invite the
fullest co-operation” and confi-
dence from_the public by carry-
ing on the business of the Board
in open gessions,

R tfully,
: ESFECW. Ayllen Nelson.

“M. A.”—More Accomp-
lishment? = . |

“To the Editor of the Farmington
Enterprise. . Lo
Dear Sir: . i
John Hopkins University, is one
of the leading universities in the/
UnitedStates, Dean.Berry of Johns
Hopkins says in tne American
Magazine for February—"“What
the ordinary college curriculum
today represents is simply the ac-
cumulated debris of the past
three or four hundred ‘years of
hitsor-miss instruction. 'Some of
it is _plainly superfluous and
some of it should be dismissed
immediately as the merest flub-
dub and flapdoodle-inherited rub-
bish. At least a third of Ameri-
ca’s graduate students are drift-
ers—mere specialists, of whom it
has been said, “They know more
and more about less every dn_\x"’
In some of our most popular uni-
versities under-graduates are sim-
ply products of stuffing machines,
and the degree of A. B. becomes a
mere label—a standard’ bonded
label on a bootle¥ bottle.”

Incidentally, Dean Berry is one
of the best administrators the
university has ever had and
Dean Berry has no college degree
whatever. . A

Farmington is not satisfied
with a tried and proven public
servant because he '¢an only
write A. B. after his name. They
want to try out a new muan who
can write M. A. They think M. A.
means more accomplishment. It
is more likly to mean the bleat-
ing of“a lamb tMazanaa). As
Dean Berry says, in effect. It is
not the label which counts but
the contents of the bottle. Is not
the man h four years of uni-
versity training capable of teach-
ing high school and acting as a
capable administrator? If not
will one year -of . training

¢|wive him the necessary capabil-

ity? :

I quote a few lines from an ar-
ticle in the March issue of a
nationally known magazine by
Paul D. Moody. President of Mid-
dleburry College: .

“When the ‘gverage” citizen
is invited to take a place on
i commission of
his town, or to serve on the
tax commisison, he will oft-
en, he will ‘generally, ‘plead
his unfitness due to ignor-
ance, Butéinvite him to serve
on the Sthool Board! There
is an instantaneous accept-
ance. It does not make any
difference if he is an unedu-
cated man himself. :He has
his theories of education. On
most public utilities, water,
gas, highwavs . . . he ac-
knowledges limitations., But
on the most intricate. anc-
involved of subjects;: educa-
tion he'is perfectly willing
to express an.opinion. This
is why there are so ‘many
critics of education-in this
country. And this is'why so
much of the criticism is val-
ueless and at the same time
why the whale field is as
difficult as it js. In this as
in many other ' fields, seli-
confidence is in inverse ratio
to understanding. . .'

“We are at fault in' our em-
phasis on degrees. There, are
certain colleges where "a
teacher cannot be considered
unless he is a_Ph. D. no mat-
ter how good a teacher he
may be. The sign or symbol
is preferred to the reality.
And yet in a great many
fields of teaching, the Ph.D.
means concentration in ob-
scure research which almost
unfits the recipient for the
elementary work he may do
in his classes when. he be-
gins to teach. 1t i3 mot pos-
sible to know too much, but
it is possible to know too
much to the exclusion of oth-
er needed things. -

“The average Ph.D. has
traveled a very long way
from the fields where most
of his work is done. | The de-
gree will not make a. poor
teacher a good one.' Tt will
not hurt a really good one.
But it may interfere sadly
with the development 'of an
average teacher. This is what
is meant by .saying that we
tend to confuse the shadows
with the substance and_this
tendency on the part of the
faculty is all of a piece with
the tendency on the part of ~
‘the student to confuse the
degree with an education.”
Why not_let Dean Berry and
President Moody guide us in this
mather? i
If it is a matter of : degrees
their knowledge is, I have no
doubt, - quite & ‘degree better
than ouk owm. .. .. .

~“Yours truly,”’
A taxpayer in the Farmington.
“School District. . '} .

{teachers cause to feel t]

School

OQur
What_i§ the| matter with our
School Board? | And why| do they

not obey i direct mandate of the
voters of the School District? At
thé annual school meeting held
June 11, 1928 a motion was made
and carriéd by|a unanimous vote
that on und after that !date all
proceedings of the Board!were to
be’ published in the Farmington
Enterprise. It| was claimed at
the time 'that |the Schogl Board
had treatéd A.|G. Leonard un-
fairly and it was becausé of this
that the resolution was ‘adopted.
Why Vdoes not the School Board:
a majority of Which wag elected
at that very meeting, ohey this
order andlet|thel vaters know
what -they are doing?;
For months [a majority of the
B.om‘d !’m\"e refused td publish a
single item of |their dbings. Exe-
cutive sessions|have become very
popular with the contvol ing ele-
ment of the Baard. Why. T won-
der? What business is!there tran-
sacted that should be | covered
up? And why, this onnosition to
the peoples wishes? There is no
doubt that a large majority  of
the patrons off the school desire
the election of Mr. Crawford to
Lhe. superintendency of the insti-
t!‘xhon‘ : He is|opnosed by a fae-
tion of ;the Bqard betause he is
not in the nossession of a cex
tain degree that means wery lit-
tle. He needs|no degree to dem-
onstrate his fitness for the posi-
tion of :superi nt. The vears
he has. spent in the School, the
splendid results of his work and
the high estcer:n and confidence of
his pupils proglaim his qualifica-
tions for!advancement. {And if
given thei offfee of sunerintendent
no incident in his

there will be
| need defense and

career that wi
explanatipn.

m.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS .

OF COLORED RACE

“IREVIEWED AT CLUB
[ E——

Home Economics Committee Plan-
ning Next Program On
March 5th *

The regular meeting of the
Farmington Woman's Club was
held | at the home of Mrs. L. C.
‘Thayer Wenesday, February 19.
The |program for the day dealt
with|the colored race, and their
past |in the life of America. Miss
voster contributed 2 paper on the
life of Du Bose Heyward and his
writings; Mrs. Rither gave a keen
and appreciative review of “Man-
ba’s |Daughters;” Mrs. Crawford
ably (set forth “Porgy”’ and illus-

FARMINGTON AHEAD OF .
: NORTHVILLE AT BRIDGE

Bridge players of Farmington
.Exchange Club leaped ahead of
|\Northville in their tournament
[Wednesday evening, winning the |
‘evening's play by a scoré of 22
to 14. Play was at Tuckaway
Tnn.

| Farmington's lead thus far
'stands at eight points,. the first
lay, last week, resulting in a tie.
(The winning club will ireceive
an Exchange Club bell to be used
forcalling meetings to order.

TO PRESENT “WOMANLESS
WEDDING” IN NORTHVILLE

“Womanless Wedding,"” the pre
sentation which caused: some

trated her account with copious
remj ngs from the story; Mrs.
Whipple analyzed Dvorak's sym-
phony, “Description of the New
World,” whose theme 'is Negro
music, particularly the spirjtuals.
The members of the Farmirg-
ton Club are invited by the
Arché Club of Wayne to attend
theiy drama day program at the
Wayne Theatre at 2:30, Friday,
Febrpary 28, ) .

The next regular meeting will
be held at the home of Mrs. Hen-
ry Bauline Wednesday, March 5.
‘The |program is' in charge of the
Home Economics Committee, who

are collecting an interesting ex-
hibit. .
H. L. Hard,
Cor. Sec'y, pro tem.

Political Announcement)

Tq the voters of the Township
of Farmington:

I wish to announce 'that I will
candidate for the nomina-
for Township Treasurer at
primaries held March 3, 1930.
ur support will be appre-

d. .
CHARLES ;A. HABERMEHL

Feb. 13-27|

be
tion
the

Y
ciat

Jaughter in Farmington a few
months ago, is to be presented in
Northville by -the Northville
Comandery March 6 and 7, in the/
}Northvi]le School gymnastum. ~~
| Tickets may be obtained in
'Farmintgon at F. L. Cook and
Co., Lee Hardware and Otis Boat
Works. Reserved seats will go
on sale Monday at the Northville
Drug Co. store. 1
SPRING CLEARANCE OF

USED CARS UNDER WAY

An ‘unusual spring clearance

Chevrolet dealers in all parts of
the country. Among them is the
Farmineton agencv, Farmington
Motor, Sales. :

Used cars of quality will be
sold at substantial reductions
during the sale

.
AT BUSINESS SHOW
Farmjngton Exchange Club was
represented at the Detréit - Ex-
change Clubs' business show on
JMonday afternoon by i Arthur
Lamb. Mr. Lamb reported that
there were 112 exhibits by many
lines of business. The show was
held in the Book-Cadillact Hotel.

Mr. Cody--And
To the Editor
Mr. Frank |Cody, sup
ent of Detroit Schools,
quoted in supnort of) t
Board’s rule that the‘ne
la

Degrees

erintend-
jhas been
e School
xt super-
master’s

intendent must have
degree. ! | |

People| might be interested to
know thqt Mr{ Cody Iy)in‘selfr'in a
publie statement a short|time ago.
told of his own schooli and it

Political Announcement)
the voters of the Township)
Farmington : ,

T |wish to anhounce,that I will
be candidate for the nomina-|
tion for Highway Commissioner|
at: the primaries held Mareh 3|
1930,

Ylour support will .be appre-
ciated.

T
of

CLAYTON GOERS.
Feb. 20.27

MANY AT COOKIE BAKE

A large number of women at-
tended the home ‘“cookie bake"”
aturday afternoon at the Farm-
ington Hardware Co. .store. Many
dozens of cookies were baked and
sold by the ladies of Farmington
Methedist Church. :
. Send or phone in your local
téms.

showed that he had ionly a nor-
mal school education: It is said
that Mr.|Cody himself has never
had a degree]. except |honorary
ones. But he|is president of the
Nationali Edupation  Association
and head of jone of|the biggest
school systems in the country.
Mr. Cody in|the same statement
said he is_interested in| human-
izing the work of the classrooms,
trying to “make the school not a
stilted imitation of somé assumed
life but [rather an integral part
of life itself;| to make {them dy-
namic rather [than academic.”
Are we trying to do this when
we insist -on |academic degrees?
One thing more—a man work-
ing under My, Cody, in a public
statement alsp, said |that “in all
of his social| as well as official
relations. Mr, Cody tolerant
and broad inihis views!" If Mr.
Cody is to influence jus; why not
let him linﬂu‘ence us along this
line? !
A
-Reasons; For Signing
The following open Ietter was
addressed to |Mrs. Florence Lee,
secretary of the Board of Educa-

is|

Citizen.

tion, by [F. DeVere Fleming, this
week: l :
Mrs. Lee, Secretary,:

Farmington_School Board.
Dear Mrs. Lee: | :
Mrs: Fleming and I signed one

of the Crnwi"urd petitions. We
want to |tell you frankly why.
taxpayers,

First:] As Lcitizeng,
and parents we conceive it to be
not only our |right, but| our duty
to let you who represent us know
our wishes and opinions. Especi-
ally is this true when [we really
feel that a derious | mistake is
about 'to be made.

Second: . We believe Mr. Craw-
ford wotrld make an excellent’ su-
perintenient.; He is}anply quali-
fied and: he has earned|the right
to a fair trial. }

Third! An | overwhelming ma-
jority of students, teathers and
parents agree with us. We do not
think this community can afford
to have the judgment ok spirit of

i

fair play of its School| Board so
seriously and ily| challeng-
ed. Neither jcan wd afford to

give our teachers or prospective
at ability

and ho.n:es\‘, effort are Inot duly
T d iq their pr it
.- |8incerely yours,
—I‘v‘ DeVere |Fleming,

:__ HOUSE IS BURNED

Fire destroyed an abandoned
house near Bage Line and Middle
Belt roads atiout 11 o’clock Tues-
day night. The Farmington fire
department answered 4 call, but
wias unable to save ithé building,

paved- road./

| which was some dis’tamce off the

‘Work Is|

simple and efficient
exposed gears to ¢

DID work.

general—Wringers,

—all quality goods.

dealers on standard

Wash Boards—
Boilers—Galv. Iron

Baskets—Splint and
Pins—Common, 3 d

Wire, 75¢

|'1ay}With }
Our Laundry Tools. .

it

i and clothes. They are s

Then take our liné of laundry supplies in

Wash Boilers,‘Pail‘ Clothes Lines, Mops,
ete. They are all articlé_s of genuine utility

You will find our|Prices as low as othe:r‘

laundry needs today] and fill up on
ing and worn-out articles.

Electric Washing Machines—$89.50
zlass 70¢; Zine 50c

Tubs—5 Diﬁ'erent Sizes

z. 10¢; Spring, 10c doz.
‘Clothes Line—Rope 30c and 50¢
for 100 feet :

Brooms, 50c; Dustpdns, 10c; Floor Mopé,
45¢; Garbagq Pails, 80c ;

THESE ART_ICLEIS SAVE. STRENGTH ’
AND SAVE CLOTHES :
" Take our washing machines—They are 4

There’s not a lot of
ch children’s fingers
afe and do SPLEN-

Washboards, Tubs,

articles. Check your
the miss;-

Tin, Copper, $2.25-§6

Willow, $1.00 to §2.50

FARMINGTON

- ‘E..0. HATTON
.TELEPHONE 3

Haroware GG |

D..L. DICKERSON.
FARMINGTON, MICH. |

sale of used cars is under,way by



