Page Two

|
T
|

The Farmington Enterprise

Established 1888 by Edgar R. Bloomer as “A Permanent Journal
of Progress"”

THE FARMINGTON ENTERPRISE,

ARMINGTON. MICHIGAN. THURSDAY, MAY 8, 1930

i

ists are connected in any @ way
with Moscow, they don’t seemto
have much infiuence in the organ-
ization. At any rate, it appears

Puhl;lhed Thuraday of each wee¥ and entered at the Post Offiee at

‘armington, Oakland Counts.

Mizh, as second-class matter

&ymsan Levinsoa

Hdltor and Publisher

.Q J. Lekmann Mgr., Printing Dept.

- Member Member

. Michigan Press Nutional Editorisl
Assoclation Assaciation

Farmington, Michigan,

Thursday, May 8, 1930

Gditorials

What.It Means

A few 4rs ago not many peo-
ple outs of public officials
knew what “return taxes” meant,
or had reason to care very much.
But now the full imiport of that
‘phrase has become apparent. and
the situation is one which affects
every taxpayer.

Farmington Township. which
by every token should be without
a financial problem of any kind,
is thrust into- the embarassing
position of requiring money and
not being able to borrow it, for
no other reason than because
taxes are not paid.

e

How easily “return taxes” may
change completely the financial
condition of any township, village
or city, is apparent.from a brief

_ examination of figures. Farm-
ington Township requires $45,000
to carry on its business until the
next collection of taxes. Of the
Township taxes amounting to ap-
proximately $87,000 last year
only a little over $57,000 was col-
lected, nearly $31,000 being re-
turned. Of the school taxes, to-
talling nearly $80,000, .less than
845,000 was paid, leaving over
$34,000 as “return taxes” in the
school levy alone. This amount
alone would have provided two-
thirds of the Township’s present
financial needs. Of the $45,000
which the Township requires
$29,000 is for the various school
districts.

The return taxes!for the year
1929 -alone would have made the
difference for the Township be-
tween plenty of money and the
present embarrassment. Another
bad feature is the fact that non-
payment of taxes by many throws
an added burden on these who do
pay their taxes. Borrowing $45,-
000 for a year means an expense,
in interest, of $2,700 to be added
to the cost of government. This
must be paid, of course, by those
who pay their taxes.

So far no one appears to have

" suggested anything even remotely
resembling a solution. It is doubt~
ful whether the peéple could find
an honor too great to bestow on
the man who can solve the prob-
lem.

A Glider Field

While air-gliders may seem more
or less of a novelty at present,
Farmington would do well to se-
cure in this vicinity a field for
the Detroit club which is seeking
one. Even though the gliders
were never to become of more
practical value, the advertising
which would result, the number
of progressive-minded men who
yould be coming to this section
¥ery frequently, would be a great
amsot to Farminglon, 7.

» There s a possibiiity, too, that
the gliders may some day be of
genuine importance in aviation.
They are already being used for
instruction of student pilots,
'Gliders have been kept aloft for

a number of hours, and they
might in the future be an impor-
tant factor in making aviation
practicable over shorter and
shorter distances.” Perhaps Wwe
may some day “glide” from a hill-

ey

to the roof | ¥

—and have happened. ;
Meanwhile, it would be a good
thing to have the glider club out
here.

“Never Greatér Faith”

From the cnmpai‘;!n headquar-
ters of a candidate for the Repub-
lican nomination for governor
there came a few rln‘ys :xg:‘: an -
nouncement of his candidacy and
a letter from the committee in
charge, outlining the candidate's
qualifications and urging support
for him.

Included in the letter to “fel-
low Republicans” is the following
paragraph, all in capital letters:

“Never have the people of
Michigan with more common ac-
cord shown greater faith in one
of their own number for high
public trust than the state-wide
confidence and respect which
they bear towards Wilber Mar-
jon Brucker.”

Now it is to be expected that
any campaign committee will dis-
play a good deal of effusiveness
regarding the candidate whose
cause they espouse. And in this
particular case the candidate’s
record in his present office justi-
fies some enthusiasm on the part
of his supporters. ‘]\ﬁ'. Brucker
has demonstrated ability in his
office, and unquestionably, he is
in capability ahov‘: the average
among political capdidates, even
for so high an office as that of
governor. What is more, it would
not be the most sl‘x‘rprising thing
in the world to m%z‘ny to see him
elected to that office next fall.

And yet one might reasonably
question, perhaps! so unlimited
an assertion as this, that “never
have the people of |Michigan with

more common accord  shown
greater faith in one of their num-
ber . . .". We wonder if the mem-

bers of this comm:
heard ,for instanc
named Hazen S.
‘very name bespeal
a devotion to the |welfare of the
people outstanding .in the history
of Michigan, if nat in the entire
United States, and, who served
for two terms as Michigan's gov-
ernor. Have they ever heard,
either, of one Woodbridge N. Fer-
Tis, a Democrat ‘twice elected
governor of a rock-ribbed Repub-
lican State, and thén representing
it in the United States Senate?

i And then, if we had to, we
might come down‘ta our own,
small community, and recall to
this committee ,tbe' name of Fred
3. Warner, a citizen of a little
town of a few hundred people,
three times elected governor of
the great State of Michigan.
Probably the committee does
not suffer go much from 2 defici-
tney of lmowledge'; of history, as
from o Buper-ebundance of en-
thusiasm for the present candi-
date. The excess enthusiasm of
the present is easily forgiven if it
does not deal too; violently with
the past.
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Russia—And Free Speech

Communists in America, it is
pometimes declaréd by alarmed
citizens, act "und:er orders- from

top near ¥ ingt
of a Detroit building, attend the
theatre, and glide back. More
fantastic things may be imagined

{? :\.‘V?—

" and the jmpression is

given that our A i an_dngtitu-

that C in Russia don't
practise  what Communists in
America preach—that is complete
freedom of expression of every-
hody’s views, including, of course,
their own.

In the last of a series of arti-
cles in the Detroit News on “The
Truth about Russia,” Mr. Philip
A. Adler, who has been travelling
in that country, tells something}
about conditions there in regard
to freedom of speech. Mr. Adler
apparently considered this one of
the most important indices to the
actual measure of fréedom which
exists in Russia or any other
country—and quite right]y 50,

“A single jssue of the Moscow
official Pravada or Izvestia is suf-
ficient to scatter all illusions
about intellectual freedom under
the Soviet.

~t of the parties in
A recent appeal issued by
the various socialist groups in
R (ot in power) gives. a
<triking view of this new land of
the free. The appeal reads in
part

“*Years pa;

jail?

nd public atfen-
tion to the persecution of Social-
ists in Soviet Russia becomes
more rare. The world seems to
be getting used to the fact that
Commuriists, who everywhere de-
mand full rights for themselves,
tread under their feet all human
rights wherever they happen to
be in power. It even seems nat-
ural that Socialists, who every-
where demand full freedom for
Communists, should be subjected
to the most severe persecution in
the country governed by Com-
munists. It is very seldom now
that the press of the world speaks
of the state of terror which now
-ages in Soviet Russia, despite
the fact that the civil war, the
intervention and the blockade,
formerly cited by the Bolshevik
as a justification for the terror,
have long passed.

««Twelve years after Russia's
laboring masses have overthrown
the chains of czarist slavery the
elementary rights of citizenship
in the Soviet Union constitute a
monopoly of the Communists
or rather of that portion of the

Communists, which is willing
unequivocally to  obey: the
orders of the ruling clique.
The rights of freedom of

speech, of freedom of press, of
assembly and organization, which
American citizens use like air or
water, without even being con-
scious of it, Russian workmen
and peasants are completely de-
prived of.

‘“To return to !
classes of Russia these rights is
the aim of all the Sacialists of
Russia. For this work they are
being punished by the relentless
sword of Bolshevik terror.; Thou-
sands of Socialists, youths as well
as men and women, . who, have
turned gray in their longstrig-
gle against czarism, fill the So-
viet prisons, and from there are
exiled to the cold marshes: of Si-
beria and to the burning sands
of Turkestan. And after having
setved one term, they are again
sentenced to another—all this

just by order of the ommipotent
P U

<’I‘ru1y, human nature seems to
be the same the world over—and
nothing quite alters men’s atti-
tudes so much ‘as power—the
urge to get it or keep it. Wheth-
er in Russia or Italy or elsewhere
on the earth, freedom ever finds
its friends elsewhere than among
those in power. \

Although he is probably not a
philosopher, Mr. ' Adler in his
concluding article also offers an
interesting paragraph in philoso-
phical meod, on ‘a strange twist
of this great experiment,.whose
chief and, in fact, only aim when
it began was greater human hap-
pingss. He points out: |
.- “Large factories, still under
construction; are nio sign of pros-
perity. Big exports of products:
sadly needed at home are no fn-
dication of plenty. And a favor-
able balance of trade is no evi-
dence of a free and happy people.
After all it is the freedom and
happiness of the people and not
the mass production with a favor-
able trade balance that have con-
stituted the dream of igealists
the world over since the dawn of
history.”

From Mr. Vallee

" Mr. .Rudy Vallee, sob-brother
jeian and “matinee idol”:

ed.
rican. Commun-

tions are threaten
. But if the Ame!
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“Sometimes the exqusite gor-
geousness of certain women . I

the laboring|]

without a trial or investigation, {i

have met has been
in its perfection tl
me genuinely miserable.””
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Senator Couzens And His
Critics'
(Fron; the Detroit News)

The News does
know whether “it would be

could do so with
propriety as a 1
‘Tailors of Tooley
ply their strait-ja
tape to all who
at the hands,of t
party” that, in s
form utterances.
whether it is for
forcement or ntilification, the
World Court or al world scrap, a
tariff for agricultural relief or
wholesale monopoly ‘profiteering.
We are far from saving that the
senior Senator from Michigan is
our beau ideal off u statesman.
but he has at least one outstand-
ing characteristic jof a useful pub-
lic man—a  fearless forthright-
ness. He is no trimmer or hyno-
crite.  You don’t!ha\'e to o be-
hind the mulberry bush to find
him. What he thinks he
plainly and manfully. giving the

just "as much
t ~of political
street can ap-
cket measuring
eek preferment
he' “grand ol
ite of its plat-
oesn’t know yet
prohibition en-

are pretty strong reasons - and
hard to set aside| He never sne-
cumbs to the temptation . of the
nolitician to tell men merely what
he thinks they would like to hear
but tries to find oit what the wal-
fare of the state dictates: and hat
distate he endeavors boldlv on?
earnestly to perform.

We need not say how highly we
value outspoken | courage in -
public man.; No| doubt Senator
Couzens, like all other human be-
ings, sometimes has erred in his
judgment, but'wh:ether he has er-
red or not, we have always known
what his judgment was. At any
rate, we think he has erred much
less and has been far more open-
minded to the new as.well as to
the old, and more:loyal to the
platform deglarations of the Re-
publican party, than most of his
partisan critics. |Perhaps he has
had a lot of good luck, but we
should remember that good luck
is usually only with the man who
has the abilitv to see what each
recurring public| exigeney calls
for and to act with boldness and
decision—unless,| to_be sure, one
defines these qualities as a reso-
lution to see only one side. to ac-
cept only one caucus-dictated so-
lution for the multiple problems
of our political life.

50 dex/astéting
at it has made

not pretend to

good idea for Senator Couzens to

admiration for the senior Senator
has been considerably enhanced
by his refusal to ride with the
kiln-dried political routinists of
the Michigan Club. We are glad
that he has shown an abiding
preference for indenpent courses
and for making intelligence in-
stead of partisan interest the con-
troller of his political actiorf®.
And we are especially grateful to
him for the unvarying clearness
and directness of his public ut-
terances.
This is true liberty when free

“ BE_QUIET. PLEASE— !

We wonder if the end of ;the
back seat driver is in sight? | At.
Jeast we hope so. Many driyers.
will learn with a‘thrill of satis-
faction that there is a state with
a law against back-seat driving.
It is Vermont. Speakigg ef | the
Jaw the secretary of the :State-
Automobile association for. that
state says: H

“There should be a similar law
in every state in the Union. Not
only. is any driver excessivelyian-
noyed by instructions and warn-

form a party of ‘his own,” as :

President Elbert H., Fowler of l;{‘m." R advise th i
the rejuvenated Michigan Club{ [oVInFE tﬁ; vise the public.
has so shyly and disinterestedly | yypu Shpe}? }-:e.

suggested, but wé are sure he ich he who can and will,

|AvE (1

reasons for it amj they - usually |

No, we frnnklyi confess that our

ings from

looki

deserves high praise.

Such a man may be blackballed
by political clubs, but that is all
the more reason why the people
are likely to take him up and car-
ry him forward to the greatest
victory that has vet crowned his
public career.
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I'he Forest’s Finest
GO0D WOOD MEANIS STURDINESS,

PERFORMANCEI ECONOMY
Nature’s best efforts I!az"e augmented by
man's science to give you timber that is
strong and lasting—wood that builds beau-
tiful homes and keeps them looking new—
wood free from defects. :When you build
or rebuild, no matter what. your plans,
you'll find sure satisfaction in the mater-

1als and service found here.
I
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Farmingtoh Lumber |
and Coal Co.

Carl G. Hogle,‘ Manager
Clarenceville Office ar}‘d iYard—Phone 1

Thoge Baby

Chick Losses!

tee of ilife, growth
and future profits
from your baby
chicks, Don’t take
chanceswith untried
methods, Feedthem
a ration you know is
right, It means faster

Givé Your Chicks

we Best

Prorer care ano GLOBE
STARTING RATIONwna
BRING UP A CHICK THE WAY IT
SHOUAD GROW AND IT WIAM MAKE
MONEY|FoR You, :

asua;bom this feed J

; \
WE CARRY TWO FAMOUS BRANDS
OF CHICK STARTERS

Larro and Globe

Besides.all the other feeds that should be
fed with a starting, feed such as

Rolled Oats, !Cha_rcoal,
Grit, Semi-solid Butter- -
! Scrateh,

|
. [ 3
Farmmgtqn Mills
“The Modern Mﬂl of Oakhmd County”™
Phone 26 | Farmington
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