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-Construction Of
New City Sewer
Near Completion

Large Trunk Lines Finished And
Filling Done; Far Ahead
0Of Schedule

‘Laying of the City of Farm-
ington’s new sewer has been in
large part finished, with the com-
Jletion Wednesday of the Grand
River avenue trunk. Only two)
smaller trunk.lines remain to be
laid by the contractors,

Laying of the Maple street sec-
tion, whick will afford: drainage
to the portion of the city which
probably has suffered worst from
lack of proper sewer facilities,
was also completed during the
past week.

One of the two remaining sec-
tions is that on Warner and
Thomas streets, which rurs north
on Warner from Grand- River;

" thence west on Thomas street to
Farmington road. The' other is
the Power avenue section. The
latter runs north from the River
Rouge to Shiawassee street.

Workmen were busy Thursday
cleaning off the Grand River
pavement in the business section
and will finish the work Friday.
The Grand River trunk connects
with the Farmington road sewer
at the intersection.

The contractors, Carle and To-
masini, are finishing their work
far in advance of schedule, hav-
ing been 2aided considerably by
the unuswvally favorable’ weather
conditions. Payment of another
one-third of their contract price,
approximately $17, 000 was voted
Mbnday night by the City Com—
“mission,

Laying Water Mum

Laying of the new water main
-on Grand River avenue from Riv:
-er Rouge east to Farmington
Junction has been started and:
will probably be leted by the

Laid To Rest

August “Red” Meisner, whose
funeral Sunday afternoon was at-
tended by a large number of his
fellow-students of Farmington
High School.

'P. T. A. To Start
| Year’s Activities
First Meeting To Be Held Thurs-

day, October 16; Committees
To Be Named

Members and the officers of the
szrnungton P. T. A, will start
this year's activities Thursday
afternoon, October 16 at 2:30
n the kindergarten room. The
following officérs lead the group
his year: i
President, Mys. Lee Hill.
Vice-president, Mrs. Will Pa-
el. i

Rec.-Secretary, Mrs, E. Lester,
-Cor.-Secretary, Miss Murphy.
Treasurer, Miss E. VanDyne.
Dr. DeCamp, dentist, will be
he principal speaker, Supt. J, A.7
Dalrymple -has’ a message to the
arents and teachers.

The committee appointments
will be read and the program

middle of next week. The main

ooklets will be distributed. Al
bers and prosepctive mem-

is being laid by Carle and Tomas-
ini. )
Ready For Paving

Early completion of the sewer
and water main projects by the
City will enable the paving of
‘Grand River within the, city lim-
its to proceed without delay. The .
work of the concrete-laying ma-
chine, which has been west of
‘Tuck road for some time, was in-
terrupted this week by three days

of wet weather, but work i3 to be 3

resumed at once. Unless there is
some unforseen delay, the laying
of concrete to the Iumber-yard
should be completed within a
very short time. -

“STUNT NIGHT IS

PLANNED SOON BY
BUSINESS WOMEN

All Orgamzalrons Of Community

Expected To Participate In
Event Nov. 3

\

A new feature in community
“entertainment, a “stunt night” in
which every organization in the
community is expected to partici-
. pate, is being planned by the
Business and Professional Wom-

en’s Club of Farmington. The af-|,

fair is to be held Monday evening,
November 8, in the Methodist
Community Hall.

As a special inducement to all
-groups within the community to,
-enter the event, the .sponsoring
~club will offer a prize of $25 to
the organization or group pre-
-genting the best “stunt,” the deci-
:sion to be made by vote of those
attending.

Invitations are being mailed to|:

various groups. This is the first
community-wide event sponsored
by the business women’s club and
they hope for the hearty co-oper-
ation of everyone in making it a
success and an occasion:of enjoy-
ment for the community.

Mr. and Mrs. L. R, Pike enter-
tained the following af dinner
‘Sunday: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mc-
Lain and children, Jay and Enid,
and Mr. and Mrs. Jay Boice of
. Pontiac.

ers are urged; to pay their dues
at this meeting so they will be-
ome active members at once.
A social hour and refresh-
ments will be enjoyed at the close
f the meeting.

The time for the meeting has
een changed through the cour-
esy of Supt. Dalrymple, to allow
more time at the meeting.

W111 Be Honored On
Her 80th Birthday

Mra. Dom Coe of Novi Town-
ship”will be 80 years old Frlduy,
October 10, and in the evening
4 large number of relatives will
gather at the home of her son,
Supervisor Arthur P. Coe, of
Farmington Towmship, who will
give a birthday party in her hon-
or. A birthday cake has been
baked for the occasion.

Mrs. Coe, who makes her home
with her daughter, Mrs. Don
Hamxlton, of Novi, i3’ unusually
active for one' of her age. She
hasg nine children and also grand
children and great-grandchildren.

Districts Still
Facing Township
Fund Dilemma

Financial House _Representaiive
Asks For Time But Fails
To Return

. Boards of Educadtion of school
districts of Farmington Township
are still faced with the problem
of funds due them from the Town
ship for 1929 taxes, with the day
drawing nearer when their funds
may be entirely exhausted.
Members of two boards attend-
ed the meeting of(the Township
Board Tuesday ewenmg. but left
with the _situation unchanged.
Mr. Lynch who said he represent-
ed the bond house|of Stranahan,
Harris and Otis of Detroit was
present, and dec]nred he was sure
that he could pronde 2 Ioan for
the emergency. He r ted that

Pontiac, Oct. 8.—That the af«
fairs of Oakland County are in

an almost hopeless muddle, a
chaotic condition out-of which
order may be restored only

through an exhaustive investiga-
tion by -some body of intelligent,
fedrless men, unhampered, un-
biased and provided with every
facility to bring into the open
matters that for years have been
carefully hidden from. the eyes of
taxpayers, is the opinion of some
close observers, based on revela-
tions of conditions during the
present session of the Board of
Supervisors,

Sdpervisors Plan Salary Slashes
After ‘Orgy Of County Spending’

(Special to the Enterprise and Oakland County iVeekl)' Pre;s Assn.)

quent scattering of county mon-
eys like so much confetti at a car-
nival. What “appears to be fla-
grant examples of carelessness
and laxity and in some instances
deliberate grabbing of county
funds, can it is said, be found
tucked away in the official rec-
ords from 1926 until the present
time. -
Made ‘Whoopee’

The records show where county
officials have gone on joymaking
junkets in the guise of county
business and the taxpayers have
“paid the fiddler.” Parties in ho-
tel rooms with srrulmg- officials

Certain county i or-

ganizations and departments have
been. conducted without system
and in many cases with hardly a
vestige of efficiency and a conse-

any action contemplated he defer-
red until ke cou]dlgo into the
facts of the situation more thor-
oughly.
The officials assured him that no
action would be taken within a
few days, and Mr. Lynch planned
to go over figures on the Town-
ship’s financial srtuntmn Wednes-
day. He failed to lappear either
Wednesday or Thursday how-
ever. Both Towns}np officials
and school board members ex-
pressed doubt that much could
be done in this \\ay
Members of the| Clarenceville
district board planned to attend
the meeting of the District No. 6
Board Thursday | evening.” The
Clarenceville truste'es have been
advised by the office of the Su-
perintendent of Public Ipstruc-
tion at Lansing to sue for the
money due. Indications &re that
the Clarenceville board, which is
in the most pressing ‘need of
funds, may take legal steps for
collection of the money, whether
or not the boards |of other dis-
tricts join them.
Opinion is divided among law-
yers, the Attorney -General, and
the State, school heads at Lansing
as to w}ether it is possible to
recover in suit on'|the township
treasurer’s bond.

Move To Prevent
Unpaid Tax Loss
| -

Tuwrrship To Have System Of

Check-Up On County Delin-
quent Tax Payments

A step to prevent possible leaks
and losses in the return of de-
linqugnt‘mxes, which might run
into considerable sums, was made
by the Farmington Township
Board at its meeting Tuesday eve-
mng‘ The Board made arrange-
ments for a complete set-up of
the books in relation to delin-
quent taxes.

There is at present and has
been ! iin the past no means where-
by the-.Township officials could
check up on the deliquent tax
mrmev received from the County,
to determine whether or not the
proper amounts were received
and a]l that was due had been
paid.] Until the past few years
this was not an important item,
but with the tremendous increase
in takes delinquent, even a small
percentage of error by the higher
officials might mean a consider-
able Sum to the Tovms}rip.

It is ed possible that in

Farmington To Have

Indoor Golf Course
Farmington is ‘to have an
indoor golf cnurse of the
“Tom Thumb” or “pee-wee"
variety. The course will be
located in the 0t|§ building
on Farmington road, oppo-
site State street.

G. Grimme, who will oper-
ate the course, isl already at
work, and plans ito make it
one of the most attractive
indoor golf courses in the
State. Grass, real trees, a
waterfall and other beauti-

iying elements will be in-
- cluded. It is planned to open
November

the course about
1st.

b
[ The {proposéd wholesale cuts
in salaries of County officials by
the Board of Supervisors at their
present session has attracted wide
fnd keen attention. The entire
County is waiting to see what the
Board will do:when it takes up
the matter of salaries, on which
Jeuts totalling over $100,000 a year
have been recommended.
But, interest has been keener in
no other respect than in the ac-
tmn of the supervisors regarding
‘their own salaries. The question
was brought to the front by a
proposal of Supervisor W. H.
Paddison of Oxford, that the
Roard, which now receives $7.00
a day per member while in ses-
sion, go back to its former rate
of $5.00 a day. The proposal
made early in the session, was
laid on the table for a time.
Discussing the matter last week,

‘Proposed Cut In Supervisors’
Wpuld Not Effect A Savi

Pay
ng’-Coe

hip said that
osal would not
nomy, because
m, the super-
a day plus 10

Farmington Towns
Mr. Paddison’s prop
be a means of ecor
under the old syste
visors received $5
cents a mile. In the case of Mr.
Coe, who would have about ave-
rage mileage, this would be $6.30
a day. In addition, Mr. Coe said,
under the previousi rule, the su-
pervisors were paid $5 a day
whether or not they: were present,
whereas now, they imust attend
the session in order to be paid
the $7 for that day.

The matter of supervisors' pay
was disposed of last ‘Thursday
afternoon, Mayor Arthur Lamb of
Farmington making the motion
wrich carried and [finally settled
the question after the long de-
bate. The committee appointed on
the matter, made no recommenda-
tion, but James Lawson, head of

Supervisor Arthur P. Coe

of

(Gontinued on page eight)

some. cases money which should
have been paid to Farmington
‘Township might have been paid
to another township, or that some
other error occurred. Through
the set-up which is to be made,
every item of delinquent fax as
far as back as 1924 will be check-
ed over. Following completion
of the set-up, which will bring
the records. down to the present
time,, it will be kept up to date
and the Township officials will
at all times know what delinquent
taxes' are due and be able to sup-
port any contentions in regard to
them.

The set-up will be made by
Winterhalter and Glaser, audit-
ors for the Township, and will re-
quire four to five weeks. The
auditing firm agreed, in consid-
eration of present conditions, to
aceept payment for their work in
three years if necessary, unless
their. audit should reveal errors
and enable the Towaship to col-
lect at once a considerable sum
from’ the County, in which case
they ! would be paid when that
money is obtained by ‘the Town-
ship. The cost of the work is not
to exceed $1,000.

and 1i posing as the
hosts and displaying unwonted
generosity with public money. In
one instance seven men, none
now in the county’s employ, took
a trip costing over $900, ostensib-
ly to employ one doctor for the
Tubercelosis Hospital, an institu-
tion existing at the time only in
architect’s drawings.  Actually
only two men would be authorized
to make such a trip. And there
are other instances where money
made in honest toil and paid to
the county treasury in taxes has
been used by county erwployes to
make what is known in some quar-
ters as “Whoopee.”

1t is already a published fact
that until recently purchases of
thousands of dollars worth of
goods and materials used in coun-
ty institutions were made thru
certain individuals or companies
who were allowed to charge pric-
es higher than the wholesale and
add ten percent for ‘handling.”
Many thousands in ‘handling”
fees were thus expended illegally
from the county funds.

“Gold Nuggets”

Sewers have been illegally
built under the name of drains;
roads that go nowhere and pass
almost nothing have been_paved;
dog-catching has been almost as
profitable as gathering gold nug-
gets; grading county institution-
al grounds has been unusually
expensive;  bricks for county
buildings have brought exorbi-
tant prices; attorneys have taken
down handsome fees for appar-
ently easily legal work that
should have been handled by the
County Prosecutor's staff. Ten
and fifteen-minute consultations
and discussions have cost the
county $50 and up and other
woork, purely clerical, was rend-
ered at the rate of $10 an hour.

It ig true that somie of the in-
stitutions and departments of
the county especially the courts,
are conducted in a highly efficient
manner, but elsewhere there have
been charges of gross inefficiency
and waste. Furthermore - there
are undoubtedly some overpaid
department heads and there are
certainly too many fat-salaried
subordinate jobs. This latter
condition doubtless will be reme-
died, to an extent, by the Board
of Supervisors in their salary-
cutting operations,.but without a
thorough, expert investigation
and survey, it is likely that some
of the waste will continue

. Huge Increase

Since 1926 the cost of running
institutions and departments of
the county has increased any-
where from 50 to 200 percent.
‘What are the changing conditions
twrought d\mng thls four-year

Still Await Report
On Walled Lake Bank

Desire of depositors and
others interested in the Peo-
ples Bank of Walled Lake
for information as to ‘the
bank’s condition remains un-
fulfilled, with the auditors
reported still at work behmd
closed doors.

While there has been no
offifal announcement, it is
believed thata statement will
be iorthcoming soon from
the receiveérs for the institu-
tion, clcsed since September
24th

period such a tre-
mendous increase in the cost of
conducting the county’s affairs?
’Ihe conditions may have chang-
ed”such as to warrant these in-
creases, but if they have the peo-
ple who pay are entitled to kmow
wht they are that caused
theml. .
There. is every evidence that
the County Board of Supervisors
is alive to the situation and they
are battling as.best they can to
effect some of the needed reforms
And while they are greatly han-
dicapped by the present obsolete,
ancient state laws under which

{county affairs may be conducted,

and by -their own antedeluvian
rules, they are doing some good.

(Continued on page fxve)

New Record Of
.
Fire Clalls Set
.

During Quartey|
Farmington Vo:lunteérs Answer
55 Alarms In Three Months;

29 In|August
‘All ‘records for fire departmen
calls in Farmington were broken)
during the three months ended]
October 1, according to a report
compiled by City Clerk Nathan}
H. Power, baséd on records off
the City’s volunteer department]
The total of 5 fire alarms in]
thie three-months period far ex
ceeds all previous figures since]
the volunteer department was or

being 'an average off
more than one call for every two]
days during the three months.
August led in the three month]
period, with 29 ¢alls, or an averd
age of nearly one alarm a day.
This was the busiest month the|
fire department 'has ever experi]
enced. All but two of the callg]
were due to grass-fires, made nu-]
merous by the unsually dry
weather,
Fires
The large num
ed a costly fa
and townships n

Castly
ber of fires prov-|
tor to the City
earby. The City|
paid a total of [$689 salaries to
the firemen, each fireman receiv-
ing pay according to the alarms
answered. The | highest amount
received by any jone fireman was
$122, i
More than half of the alarms
were from Farmington Township,
whose bill for answering the ealls
totals $580. Livonia Township]
is close behind,! with $450 for|
service, . West |Bloomfield and|
Southfield Township calls cost|
those "townships|$50 each.
In handling 55 alarms, the fire
department made an excelent]
record, not a building being de-
stroyed, or a man injured. In
some . instances| buildings were]
in considerablé danger fromj
gr'xss ‘fires, but |were reached in|
time to prevent !loss.

YEARS BRII[\TG ON
ANOTHERA} CHANGE
"~ IN FARMINGTON]
Power, Plant Gpjerated By Broths]

ers For 30 Years, Closes
Nest |Week

Another of the many recent|
changes in and around Farming-|
ton will take place within a few
days with the shuttmg down of|
the Detroit deson power plant;
on Grand River raad near Farm-
ington Junction. |

The new. automancnlly operat-
ed apperatus on Orchard Lake
road mear Shiawassee built some|
time ago, and the completion of a
similar. plant in Clarenceville|
last week, has made continuance
of the old unit unnecessary.

William and (Henry Pauline,
who have “orked together at the)
plant for 30 w_nrs, will be sep-|
arated, the Iormer taking a new|
position with the Edison com-
pany in Detroit, :and Henry Paul-|
ine planning to devote his entire|
timk to his food {store business in|
Farmington.

ces Held
Lewis Barnes|

Farmington Mbgsons laid to rest]
& member of the Lodge, Lewis
Barnes, last Saturday afternoon
at Grand Lawn Cemtery., Mr.
Barnes, a resident of Clarence-
ville, died Wednesday, October 1,
after a shurt illness. He was 62
years old.
Surviving are
Beulah Barnes,
dren, Floyd M.

Funeral Servi
For

his' widow, Mra.!
and three chil-
Barnes, Mrs. Ha-|

zel Lynch, and ; Miss Margaret|
Barnes.
MARRIED; IN OHIO

Miss Mary Ellen Fink, daugh-|
ter of Mr. and {Mrs. E. A, Fink
of Graund River| avenue, Farm-
ington, and James Dunham, -son|
of Mr. and Mry. C. H. Dunham|
of Farntington, ;were married_ in|

Ohio Tuesday.




