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The Right Not To Vote-

Ele}:tions are over and the voters, or rather, only about half of
them; having “done their duty,” the people of the County and State
will turn their attention in other directions until the next campaign
coniés around. All that remains is the taking of office by the suc-
cessful candidates. . . .

As has been the case for many years, the voters who went to the
polls -did not comprise a very large percentage of those entitled to
do so. The pleas to “get out and vote” fell to a large extent on deaf
ears.” This despite the fact that appeals and persuasion were pres-

ent, as always. Newspapers, as is the custom before every election,l k

urged upon the citizenry that it wag their solemn duty to “vote next
Tuesday.” Probably thousands of newspapers all over this broad
Jand printed editorials which ended with the favorite strain: *Vote
Tuesday! Vote as you pleése—but VOTE! This is all to the- good, of

when the nation s extremely prosperous, and generate an unsound
‘boom with a subsequent collapse, similar to what we haveé recently
experienced. N .

The nation’s business needs a stimulant now.

Fifteen " years
from now it may prove a menace. : ‘

_ WILLIAM CORMAN.

proposal has unquestioned merit, Before plunging into the thing
headlong, however, it would be well to consider not merely the coun-
try as a whole, but the veterans themselves and their families, in
the future as weell as the present. Most of the World War véterans
are now between 30 and 40 years old. In 15 years they will be be:

selves, should reflect carefully- whether it would do them and their

" families the most good now, at the same time helping to relieve-the

general b\aginess stringency of the moment, or whether the several
hundred doliars each due them: will not serve them and their famil-
les better' in the late forties and middle fifties. . Decision should be
based on both factors, not one alone. The weterans themselves may
perhaps best decide.

. A Real Drain

Whatever else may be said of the Southfield Drain, it cannot be

denied that it was rightly named—a drain. It’s going to be just

that—and a big one—on the pockgts-of the people of Oakland County.
) N

From the standpoint of relieving the present depression, the i,

twien. 45 and 55. Everyone, including thé former soldiers. them- |

(:pped From-Other Newspapers

Rinning A Newspaper

(Raleigh, N. C. Register) .
The thing that makes it hard

; G
he was refused food and shelter
at home for the indigent which
he had endowed in the days of
his affluence, is the story of the
& d Virginia candidate for

for avman to run a paper’is
iriends. When a friend thinks
cmething ought to be-kzpt out of
... pzier he doesn't> hesitate to
ask it as a personal favor. An en-
emy doesn'tl ask any favors. But a
friend thinks the conduct of a
s the personal matter

course, but in many cases the n doubtedly went ‘so
far as to imply that the citizeh who did not vote was a slacker, dere-
lict in his duty. These continual attempts to coerce indifferent vot-
ers have-raised in our mind a-disturbing question. '

The citizen of the United States is granted by the Constitution
the privelege of voting, but wherein does it say that he must? And
who may say, if the voter chooses ‘not to bother, that he hasn’t a per-
fect right to do so? This might appear at first the most violent here-
sy. But pause a moment and reflect that there are probably hundreds
of thousands, even millions of people all over the country whose at-
titude toward government and public affairs is something like thisi—

" “The business of government, outside of a small community, has
become so big and cor}xplex that I, an average citizen, have neither
the time nor the opportunity to keep up with affairs. If 1 should
spend the time, aside from working hours, that would be required
to keep posted on my county, state and national government, it would
take two or three evenings a week at least, perhaps more. So even
though there is a good deal of inefficiency, graft and corruption in
government, and though I might make possible a saving of twenty-five
or fifty or a hundred dollars a year in mj taxes, it would be hardly
worth-while to spend all that time and effort. Life's too short. And
there’s no assurance that even if I and all my intelligent friends and
neighbors did put in' the effort, that we could keep out the bunch
that just want to make their living in office—job-hunters. So what's
the use? Government in this country and probably -every other
country, is run by a bunch of fellows who make a business of it. Of
course they don’t run it for the people’s good; but for their own bene-
fit, whenever they get a chance. Let *em run it; and T'll dttend to
my business and put in my spare _tirﬂe at somet.}fing 1 enjoy. Why
should 1 be criticized for it, and be told every little while that I'm
not an asset to the country just because I don't vote for one candi-
date or :_mothei' at election time?” |

This attitude on the part of citizens is, of course, seldom ex-
Ppressed openly, being a negative one. But it exists, nevertheless,
though editorial writers may regard it as horrifying, and reformers
may declare it to be “the source of all our governmental ills.” Despite
the eager reforming and urgent editorializing year after year, the
percentage of citizens who vote goes down, down, dowm, with almost
every election. There is nothing to indicate that it is likely to turn
upward again in the near future. TUnless, possibly, we can put into
political cdmpaigns, something of the enterfaimﬂeu't features that
they possessed. years ago, before the miovie, the automobile and the
radio. ’

The situation being as it is, with such great multitudes of citi-
zens in this country preferring “not to bother,” and being criticized
for it, we think they ought to be entitled to a statement of their side
of the case. We should like to see someone step forward and argue
the voter's right not to vote if he doesn't want to.

Worth Thinking Over

In a letter written before the World War veterans undertook
the campaign at present under way for payment of the war yeterans’
bonus certificates mow, and before President Hoover was reportéd
as endorsing the plan, one William Corman of Detroit wrote a letter
suggesting the idea as an economic restorative. In his letter, filled
with sound logic in support of the plan, M, Corman said:
President Herbert Hoover, R
The White House,
Washington, D. C. -

ear Sir: .
¥ 1 have_ outline )
<country within thirty days.

Let the Governmént pay off the war véterans bonu s certificates
now, ini liberty bonds if the cash is not available. This will put the
equivalent of $3,500,000,000 in the hands of 4,000,000 citizens scat~
tered throughout. the nation; more ready.money than any similar
group of PLAIN people ever had before in the: history of the world.
They will start building homes, buy furniture, -clothes,. automobiles,
ete—start the business ball rolling in-such a Way that-its very mo”,
mentum would keep, it going for years. .. .. ., T

A. three per cent interest rate would keep these,bonds at par in
today’s easy money market. Of course Mr. Mellon objects to all this,.
pointing out the annual interest charges of $105,000,000.. However,
we know definitely that our Government takes in much . more than
$105,000,000 extra-in income taxes and custom receipts in a prosper-
ous year than it does in a year of depression such as-we are now
passing through, Furthermore the loss in our total national income
for this year alone as compared to last year, will be at least twice

. the entire amount of these bonus certificates. o

If we wait 15 years and pay these certificates off at maturity, it

is very probable that this huge cash payment will come at a time

of the editor, when as a matter of
fact he is largely in the position
of a man serving a public trust,

A philosaphical old fellow once
said to the] writer, “a newspaper
that doesn't make you mad once
in a while| isn’t worth the sub-
geription price.”

To make| people mad isn't the
chiefi province of a newspaper,
but if it is going to be one worthy
the name, it must print the news
without fear or favor. The Regis-
ter has been threatened with, and
indeed has suffered, business re-
risals, not once but frequently.
These things must necessarily
be borne in silence . The great
reading public which the newspa-
per serves is not interested in the
personal difficulties of the editor
or publisher, though we have
known instances where a full air-
ing of threats and subsequent re-
prisals would hdve made absorb-
ing reading.

But such things must be re-
garded as part of the game—to
be suffered perhaps because of
sins committed in other direct-
ions. And then too it must be re-
mempbered that all things, both
human and divine, are subject to
criticism. Even the Bible does not
escape. -

How 0dd Penny Prices
Began

(Florence, Ala., Herald)

We are so accustomed to arti-
cles in stores priced at 98 cents,
$1.49, and other ° odd-penny
amounts that few persons give
any thought to what once was
considered 'a freakish idea of
price-making. .

But G. H. Cilley, a well-known
store advertising manager, tells
in a recent article that the cus-
tom arose from the solution of a
very practical problem by a
shrewd merchant. :

* When Qaptain Roland H. Macy
got tired of sailing the briny
deep as a sea captain and started
a sfore in New York, there were

‘Ino cash registers. or other means

for checking up on his . clerks:
was put in’ an old-fashioned cash
gra.wer which made no records,
and the practice of ‘“knocking
down,” a euphemismy for plain
stealing by clerks, was quite pre-
valent. .

Macy changed” all prices to-
odd;cent ‘amounts, establighed
cashiers to make' the required

o o - |change, and képt a close watch
low a plan that will restore prosperity to the]

on ‘the cashiers. K His advertige-
ments of these odd prices seemed
to strike the public eye favorab-’
1y, and he ‘got a great’ response.’
Wh"s_ﬁfw.a_s‘ at first only’ an’ expedi-
ent’to keep.from beingt Tobbed de-
veloped inté a potent psychologi-
cal appeal to his customers’
Thus- the' 6dd-price has durviy
ed ‘many years after the ‘original
reason for its adoption ceased to
exist. : - ’

"Candidafes Woe

(Grand Rapids Chronicle)
Reminding one of the old story
of the once wealthy philanthro-
pist who starved to death because

\

Money received for purchases:

congressman, Carney K. Rosser,
unsuccessful - independent candi-
date from Virginia's tenth dis-
trict, immediately upon being de-
feated applied®for .admittance to
an almshouse. He was hungry,
shabbily dressed when he made
the request. And although it was
perfectly within his rights that
he should run for congress, the
hardboiled authorities at the alms
house mude the Salvation Army
feed him while they investigated
to determine whether or not he
was properly a ward of the coun-
ty.

Whet The Pruning Knife

(Durand Expréss)

The defeat of the cigaret tax in
last week’s election is proof con-
clusive of one thing if no other,
and that is that if the people are
to have a voice in the matter no
new tax idea will be approved un-
less it” guarantees a reduction in
other taxation. This refers in par-
ticulzr to the property tax. Every
mother’s son sitting in the state
legislature this coming January
must take full recognition of the
expression of the people in the
matter of taxation. No -matter
whether it is an incomge tax, more
gas or any other kind of a tax the
great rank and file of the people
will not accept it only on the
terms herein stated.

Perhaps it would be more to the
point to frankly state that the
new state administration, togther-
er with solons in session in the
legislature, will be wise if the
taxation issue is kept within the
bounds of the present receipts.
The actions of the Board of* Su-
pervisors in several counties, in-
cluding Shiawessee, can serve as
a good pattern for imftation, If it
is possible for counties to curtail
their budgets it wotld ‘seemingly
'be equally true of the state. Trim-
ming expenses is the keynote of
the present trend of business and
private life, and mister State of
Michigan will do well to whet up
the pruning knifé and get busy.

Should Rt_equire 51 Per Cent

(George, English, Bad Axe)

We vote that the primary law
be changed so that 51 per ¢ent
of the votes cast will be required
to nominate. .The futile slip con-
test for sheriff, both in Huron
and Sanilac counties, -was due to
that defect in the law. The first
Michigan primary law. The first
the 51 per tent provision.

The majority in the next con-
gress will be 80 close that both
pdrties will have to behave them-
selves and quit their political
jotkeying in order to get any
wiorke done at all. - It’s-not'a bad
thing to have the votes more even
ly divided between the parties. If
this Were true' in Michigan taxes

-|woiild 6t be s6 high.

Dpl]ars‘are scarce these days,

expenses .as well they
6uld, but - there are some char-
ities that wie can’t afford to neg-
lect even though ‘our personal
wants go unheeded in sone de-
gree. One of these is the Red

.|Cross_roll call now on. All who
. [can squeeze out a dollar from

somewhere and in
should try and do so
great cause.

some way
for this

else they are in close hiding. Ev-|
erybody is trying to save and cut|,
{down

while. there are approximately
922,000 in service at the present
time. | R

In- the state of Massachusetts
today there are over four times
as many ‘telephones as there were
23 years ago. In 1907 the Bay
State had 209,000 telephones,

, Send in yon'r news items.

We Deliver
" Tons Of |
‘Satisfaction!

"COAL that will give you the utmost in
= ;jwarmth, with the least ash and great-
est heating valie. Coalthat is uniform
in quality all the way throngh—the last
shovel is as good as the first.
PHONE either of our offices for
prompt delivery

FARMINGTON LUMBER
AND COAL CO. |

CARL G. HOGLE, Mgr. + Phon
Clarenceville Office and Yard Phones:
Farmington 1—Redford 7027R4

e.20
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Your Car Needs More
=Tz Attentiol

Not Lessf.

Most car-owners neglect their cars in Winter—just
when the most attention is needed to prevent hard
wear and waste on every part of the car. Bring
your machines—any make—to us for cold weather
preparatiol

WE ARE OFFERING
' THE FOLLOWING AT

SPECIAL PRICES

- Guaranteed 11 and 13-plate

BATTERIES
$3.50 up -

with exchange
A. C. Spark Plugs, 54c each
Alcohol, 188-proof, 65¢ gal.
GET OUR CUT RATES -
ON MOTOR OVERHAUL
Valve-Grinding and
. . . Welding
Body and Fender Bumping
General Repair

'GENERAL GARAGE
J.T. ALCOCK, Ine. Grand River Ave.

; - i
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Z. R. ASCHENERENNER, M. D T DR H. E. BOICE .

Physician and § Physician and’
Office Hours: 2:00 to-4:00 D, s Office . Phone 307; Res. 132-W'
. N H 3
Brentngs Bty Figo o7t Tk - OFFICE HOURS: |
-_Office Phone 160-J [ 2 to4'p. m, 7:30 to 8:30 p, m.
Resident Phond 160-3 Thurs. and, Sun. by appolatment
Cook Bldg. - . .  Farmington|Farmington =~ i Mich
Gar,'2393 .

. Res. Hog. 3318
INTERIOR TILE CO.
Tile for Walls, Floors, Fireplaces
and Sinks -
Estimates Furnished
4913 Joy Road, near Grand River
. Detroit

0
DON M. HOWELL, M.!D.
EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT .
At Dr. AschenBrennerd Office
Tyesday: 9 & m. to 11 ajm,
Thursday, 7 p. m. to 8:30 p. m.
And by Appolntment |
. Telephone 160-T |
Cook BME.

. Farmington




