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Say It To Sylvia
A Christmas s Story
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AVE EOLDEN chose his
homestead bigh up the foot-
bill valley not only for the
shelter of surrounding -hills
and p: ity to groves of

burt his pride more than anything be
bad thought ‘possible, He felt that be
bad suddenly lost ail falth'in buman
nature, and.thet life amoog his old

wouJd- b So

} He bad anotber reason -for.
retresting so far from civ-
illzetiop. That reason was
Byi¥ja Palmer. -

Dave and $5Ivia bad been pals to-
gother dowp the plalns where both
were boyn. - They had attended the
same school, the same plenles, dances,
country concerts. Many a starry night,
with Sslvia at his side, Dave had
driven the prairie tralls, none too
eager to reach thelr destination. And
Bylvia, too, seemed quite content to
dally on the way.

It was true there Dever bad been
any formal engagement between them.
It byrdly seemed necessary. They had
“gone together” 50 long that some time,
Dave supposed, when he was in a posi-
tion to offer her a home, he would tell
Ber so. and Sylvia would say, “All
right, Dave. Whenever you are ready.”
Then she would turn her tempting
month to him, and ke would kiss her
tenderly and a lttle differently, now
that she was so soon to be his bride

But Dave had not counted on & wom-
an's will—and what comes of ft. At
eighteen Sylvin, hoving secured her
teacher's certificate, applled for and
was accepted by a town school some
distance from her bome. She was &ll
enthuslasm and excitement over her
plunge into the great, self-supporting
world.

Dave may have shared her exclte-
ment, but not her entbnsiasr. He told
her s0."

Wby, Dave Holden, Pm surprised
at you!" Sylvla retorted “I thought
you would be glad to see me'get &
Suance”

“Qt course, I want you to bave your
chance,” he explained, “but-I'm figur-
ing on fixing a chance for yon, too.
Dad Is paying me & man's wages DOW.
In apother year or two I'll be all set to
take up land of my own, And then—"

?She waited for blm tp put some

thing' definite into words, but & cer-
taip shyness beld him back. Anyway,
she knew what be meant, She gave
his disengaged band a girllsh squeeze,

“Thet will be fine,” she sald *Tou
wll make a good farmer, Dave.”

*Masbe,” he admitted. “And maybe
by that time youll bave taken up with
ope .of those town shelks, and T won't
care then whether I go farming, or
Dot.”

“Don't you worry over that. I'm
not planning on taking up with any
town sheik—not with a blg boy like
Dave Bolden running around loose.”

But Dave worried, just the same,
and by the second term be knew he
bad occasion for it Sylvia's talk had
‘turned from crops und country picafes
and all things of the land to sport and
tennls and particularly one Jack Ful-
ton whose name Was often on her
Yps. Dave had a feeling of being
tnken at a disadvantage, Iostead of
woolng Sylvia for himself be bluntly
charged her with baving transferred
her affections to Fulton.

“] ain't blaming you,” he sald, sar
castically. “No doubt he s a very
fine fellow. But if T meet him some

‘#He's Pretty “Strong, Dave” Sylvia
Teased. “Better Be Careful”
:day perbops we'll see which I3 the

+best man” :
“He's pretty strong, Dﬂve." Sylsis
Itensed. “Better be careful”

Whereopon Dave logt hls temper’

{gitogether. “Maybe I shonld be care-
fnl. and ‘maybe you sbould be carefal,
too. What I'm saying I8, either you
,give him up, or I'm through!™

That was too much for the spirited

“,Bylvin. Whether or not she cared for
Jack Falton, she wasn't golng to take
iorders about it from Dave. Davd
imever had actually asked her to marry
i bim, although she bad glven him op-
‘ portunity. enongh.

“All right; you're throughl” she
Esld. and whisked herself out of his
presence.

Dave had pot expected that result,
ibut he had gone too- far to retreat
‘He had though that Sylsin would bow
to his ultimatum. Her curt rejection

be drew his wuee& gathered up bis |

equipment, and trekked Into the foot-’
hill country to the very farthest homes
stead on the map,

He found a place by 2 mountain
stream, cut down spruce -logs, and
bullt bimselt a cabi. When winter
set (n be begap cutting posts and ralls
for fencing on his farm. - To keep
from thinking ‘e worked feverfShly,

early and late. But thoughts ‘would [

come, i spite of all he could do to
stop them. Particularly as the Christ-
mas season drew near hls ming would
turn to the old farm down on the
plains.  Yhat ample preparations
would be going on in his mother's
kitchen! What stacks of food! What
bappy chatter, sobered a bit perhaps
because of the boy who had left home
in & hoff and oever had written back!
And Syivial Sylvla wounld be bhome
now for the Christmas vacation. Per-
baps this Fulton fellow would be slsit-
ipg with her. . . .

Dave turmed with a shmg and
shoved more wood Into his rusty stove.

4l am Jack Fulton He Sald, “Per
haps Y[ou Have Heard of Mer®

After all, he told himself, he wag not
s0 badly joff. He had a cablo- and
plenty of fuel. He had a dog, and a
gun, 8 team of horses, balf & dozen
yearling calves. . , .

He was taking comfort io such
thoughtd when suddenly his dog sprang
ap, lmrklng. Dave was on his feet in
an Instant; his goo in his band. Per-
haps & ‘deer or & bear had wandered
into his little clearing,

At that mofnent came & knock, some-
thing which never before had bap-
pened on his cabln door. For an in-
stan’ Dave besitated, then swuog the
door open. The light fell on the fig
urg of & young ma.

“Are you Dave Holden?" the stran- |

ger Inqulred

“Yes, Come in”

The stranger entered. Dave made
him comfortable and gove him supper,
walting to hear his mission

‘When they were seated on elther
side of the hot stove the stranger be-
gan. T am Jack Fulton,” he said
“Perhaps you -have hesrd of me?"

Dave's velns seemed to . freeze
¥hat brings you bere?” he demand.
ed. “Can't you leavo me nlone?”

Fulton kept Mg temper. “No, not
under the circumstances. Let me tell
you—T will be brief. I am the prin-
clpal of the school where Miss Palmer
teaches. All through the term I have
soen gha was worried. At last I asked
her why. Naturally she was difident
at first, but finally told me. She fs
wearing her heart ont for you”

Dave faced him, *Is this true, and
why do you teil me? I thonght—"

“Becanse I am to bo married to a
little girl of wy own at Easter, and I
think I know how both of you feel,
So I got your location from the home-
stoad officlals, and took my Christwas
vacation to look you up. I hope you
arg not annoyed by my interest?’

. Dave selzed his band “And I
thought all the time—"

“Ngver mind what you thonght!
T've walked In from tig nearest ranch-
er'a If you have & team that can
travel you can make the railway gta-
tion by morning, and eat your Christ-
mas turkey.at Sylvia Palmer's, Il
‘stay and look after your cattle, It
will be a renl hollday for me”

But Dave had both his bands In his
*My friend ! I don’t know what I can
say—" .

“Say it to Sylsial Til give you six
doys to get back. -And bring her with
sou, or I'll charge you for my timel”

“T)1 bring het with me—or you can
keep the farm,” sald Dave, who was
Alxr.\dy climding I.nto his heary over-
coal
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Boys' Christmas Feasling
Christmas Calculations—That the
Chbristmas eating cepacity of the
averege boy 1s equal to all'that he is
permitted. to eat, 21l that ke eats
without permission, apd  then some
more.
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GENERALELECTRIC
FULL RAI\TGE RADIO

Hm is a gift suggesticn dm will
give yoa all the year round en-
Joyment. ‘The down payment on 2

General Electric FULL RANGE Radio
is less than you would ordinarity spend
on a collection of Gum:msgl.fs,nme
of whidi woald give the same thrill,
the same lasting enjoyment as this mod-

N
* wisdocn of making ¢his spleadid gife
to your family at Chrisumas. Come in
amd let us talk it over, We will show
you the wonderful performance of
this modern receiver. There are four
models fo choose fom: The Smdio
Lowboy, $112.50 less rtbes. The Low-

3 €0jo boy, $142.50 less tubes. The Highboy,

em receiver with jts FULL RANGE  $179.50 less tubes. The Radio-Phono-

Senitivify; its FULLRANGE Selectiv-  graph Combination, $285.00 less

ity, and its marvelous FULL RANGE  rubes.

Tooe. Whes you compare the Lasting  ‘The General Electric Certified Ins

enjoyment which this real modern 13- tion Plan assures sadisfaction wi:h::;

dio set will bring inro your bome with  General Elecrric Radio you select,

the flecting pleasure of the average , You may purchase your General Elec-

Christmas gift, you will appreciate the  tric Radio on the BudgetPaymentPlan,
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Electric Heaters :
$4.50 to $7.50
Electric Irons
$2.95 to $7.75
\.* I3

Pe;'colator Sets
$4.95 to $9.00

Electric Toasters.
$1.79 to $8.75

Skis — Wagons —

X

Toys — Games o Booiﬁ
Doll Carrnages — Sleds — Skatés“

DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING HERE '

CHRISTMAS GIFTS For LITTLE FOLKS And BIG FOLK

Y
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