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Progress Made
In Rural School

. System Is Told| -

eputy Commissioner ~Qutlines
Ac}uevements Of “Helping
Teacher” Method

D

The remzrkab!e progress and
i hat has been#
n Oakland (‘/aunty rurai snhool
educstion was outlined before the
. Farmington Ex¢hange Club Tues-
day noon by Archie G. Leonard,
deputy commissioner of schools.
Br. Leonard told his audience
that as a result of the program
begun some years ago by Commis
snoner E. J. Lederle, pupils in the
rural schools of Oakland County
have been shown above the aver-
age in tests ‘conducted through-
out the country, and in some re-
pects ahead of pupils in -eity
schouls wijth their greater facili-
ties. i
1 Mr.'Leonard said that he “could
gpeak freely of the advances made
because they were begun before T
became connected with the com-
missioner’s office.”” Mr. Lederle
became hedd of the County school
system eight vears ago. -
' Vision Of Unity

There are 173 schooldistricts
. in the County, 138, of them under

the supervision of the County
School Commissioner's office, the
speaker said. Mr. Lederle brought
the vision of not 173 little, isolat-
ed country schools, but of a uni-
fied, co-ordinated, mutually-help-
ful system.

The first great advance was
‘made in the matter of attendance,
always a problem in rural schools.

_From the percentage of 81, this

‘ has been advanced every year ‘but

ome, ‘until last year it -reached

92.6, which is even above the av;

erage in the city schools of the

County, Mr. Léonard said.
Leads State

“Oakland County was the first
in Michigan to institute the ‘help-
ing ‘teacher’ system,” said Mr.

" Leonard.. “Four teachers who
have themselves taught in ‘the
schools of the open counfry 20 out
each day to help their sisters in
various parts of the county. In
the old days, the county school
commissioner used to visit each
school once a year, sit on the plat-
form, look wise, and.say nothing.

“These, teachers do not sit on
the platfornt, look wise and say
nothing. They are there to help
in :a friendly way. They often
sit>with the pupils at their les-
sons.
ful: way to theteacher how her
teaching may be improved.

“And here is a remarkable
thing. When a girl signs a con-
tract to teach in a rural school
in Oakland County, she -knows
that besides teaching five days a

‘week, she i3-going to give one
Saturday in every month to her|-
work. It is all done voluntarily—
* they are not paid for- it—once
each month, the teachers of the
schools of each section meet and
" discuss their problems. If one
- teacher has been particularly suc-
cessful in any project, she brings
her class, and teaches them. and
* the Hthers lovk on and listen.
Then next time perhaps another
is outstanding in a different sub-
ject, and -she brings her class in
that subject.

“As a result” said M= Leon-
ard, “When ‘the rural school pu-
pilk of Oakland County took a test
that was .given to school pupils
in every part of the country, a
test of the ability of the average
student’, it was found that Oak-|-
land County boys and girl3 in the
“country schools ranked above the
nvemge The test was conduct-
ed by disinterested suthorities..

Mr. Leonard sajd that one of
the great problems in education

- at present ia equahzmg ‘educa-
- tional: facilities, that under the
present gystem it is generally the
cage thaqt “those districts which
pay the h)ghest school tax get the
poorest semce B

i
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The Business and” Professional
Woman's Club will meet Monday
evening at the home of Mrs. E.
Middlewood.

They point out in 2 help-{ag,

"|intendent - of -schools, March:

Farmington's '“barbers’ price’
war” has come fo an.end 2s sud-
denly as it began, and now all is
quiet on the Grand River front.
But not until after a volunteer
|diplomat, with the patience . of
Job and the persistence of a va-
cuum cleaner salesman, had worn
weary. paths across Grand River
avenue: in the business section.
While the signs, “All hair-cuts
25 cents” and “All hair-cuts 20
cents”. flung their respéctive chal-
lenges i across the thoroughfare,
Donald: Fuller, of Oakland road,
a cloge friend of M. B. Pierce,
volunteered his’ services in bring-
ing the bnttle to an end He start-

Barbers’ War Ended After -1
Wears Paths Across Grand Rinr

Diplomat”

od with The Lxgnsture of Mr.
Pierce to an’agreement, and qulck
ly obtained another name, but:in
the other barber shops he niet
Fhfﬁl:ultxes to ¢hallenge any diplo:
mat's powers.| Back and  forth,
back and forth for nearly five
hours, all of | Friday afternoon,
went Mr. Fuller. Finally all ge-
qun'ed names jwere affixed'to
paper, on which so many changés
had been made that ' the agr

nt. boxe ‘no lresémblence to t
ongmal

The barber
FO cents for,
cents for chill
earlier closing
cept’ on Saturd

e
S
fe-
e

agreed to charke
men's "hair cuts, 25
dren's, and to an
hour, 7 o'clock, ex-
ays,

N

|Gunmen Bind Gag

Station Man And
-Wife, Steal $60

In Home By Three Bandits;
Hunt Is'On

Police of this section are search-
ing for three youthful bandits,
who Sunday night ‘robbed Frank
Smiith, proprietor of a filling sta-
tion on the Eight-Mile road, east
of Farmington road, after tying
up Smith and his wife. The ban*
dits took $60 from. Smith and ran-
sacked the house, taking several
articles of small value.

Smith closed his filling station
at"8 p.'m. Sunday. mght and had

i" |just entered his house in rear of

the "station,- when he heard a

The 'year Just .cloged was an
eventful one in the history  of
Farmington ‘area, a review of the
year's happenings discloses. Nu-
nterous matters of public inter-
est presented themselves, such
as the problem of suspension of
trolley car service, starting of
suit to settle ownership of the
Town {Hall property, construction
of the Cxty of Farmington's new
sewer, opening of the new Grand
River pavement and- others. A
number of . well-knpwn. residents
of the.community passed away.

Heretvith is a review of ‘impor-
tant occurrences of the past-12
months:

Spencer Heeney ~elected -presi-
dent of Farmington Exch:mge
Club, December 30, 1929. -

Charles R. Talbot reslgns as
president of Peoples State® Trist
dng Savmgs Bank of Pontiac, Jan-
uary 2.

Melvin O. Guptill, former resi-
dent, dies at Hinckley, Minn., Jan-
uary 4.,

Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Sprague cel-
ebrate 5’1th wedding anm\'ersary.
January 8.

Bandits rob Kroger store at No-
vi of 5283 flanuury 11

‘Woman's Club presepts “Circus
Snlly," 3-act play, January 13 and
14.

"Mrs| Frank“Robinson
January 17.

Burglars - obtain - §60 from pool

expires,

26.
Elednor Ward, 13 years old, dies
Jpnunry 28,
‘Chrls‘tlan ka dies January,
Ralph B. Baker resigns as su-
perintendent of Farmington
schools, January 30.
Charles Simmons buned Jan-
uary 30 Was 93 years old.
Three young men nabbed by
Chief Lee Doyle attempting to
forge checks, January 30.
-Baptist Church
building dedicated, February 2.
Two:.holdup men ‘captured' here
given 25 to 50 and 5 to 10 years
respectively by . Judge Frank L.
Doty, February 6.
Jame$ Baker, arrested on farm

near here as alleged killer of
eight, Februaty 19.
William* Clnrk dies, Februnry

21,
Arthur P. Coe and Harry N.
McCracken tie for supervisor ‘at
primary election, March 3. Clay-
ton Goers elected highway com-
missioner; Mark Bachelor, treas-
urer; Willard Campbell, - clerk;
Ward Eagle, justice of the peace;
Don Button,  board of review.
Thomas Irving dies, March 5.
Arthur-P. Coe wins for super-
visor by 3 votes-in:recount, Mar.
11. .
John Dalrymple hired as super-
13..
“March

' Charles: ‘M. Brown d
15.
Georx .Gunn. dxed Mxrch 16.
Rev.: James -A, Callahan suffers
serfoud injuries in' auto_accident,
March: 24
Vioters of School. district No. 6
defeat -bond issue for new school,

8,

*|March 24.

Mrs: J. R. Petﬂng]ll of Lans-
ing, State president of the P. T:
A., speaks here, March 27.

Sunday School |
man_of Board

tripled since 1
room of Rohert Minnock, January

ident of Excha

‘versary, July 4

eletced .,to boa
July 14.

dent and Mid
miember
District 6, Jul.
dent,’ John HA
member of Pl
July: 14,

board of educt

South Lyon r

road, July 80
State contest,

g

Revtew Shows 1930 An Eventful
"~ YearIn Hlstory of Farmmgton‘

r

dies, March ZL X

Joseph , Deerendt appomted
County deputy here, April 1

Census taking started Aprit 2.

All  Republican nomfinees win
in township election, April 7.

Mrs. Kate Banfield elected

April 8.

Begin work! to comglete fill at
bridge on Grand River in Farm
ington, April 10. .

‘Almeron Bitlwell ﬁmlly 1mur~
ed in auto crash, April 1

Ben Meyers, special deputy, is
dismissed by Sheriff Frank

Schfam, Apnl 15.

Charles Goers dies. April 16.
Petitons nskmg recal] of school
trustees, Dnstr;ct No, 5 submitted
April 21.

City of Farmngton papulatwn

gains, 45 per. cent. 1930, censiis.
figures revealed April 24. °

Charles T. Oldenburg dxeﬁ,
April 27,

William Thomas, 83, former
resident, die: in Fremont, 0.,
April 27.

Mrs. Mary mxth dies at West

Point Park, May 7
Begin pavin
Grand River ¢
Mrs. Julia
burned in fire
May 14, dies M
Township of
Iation announc

i

g of cement on

ut-off, May 12.

Wheeler severely

at West Point Park

fay 16.

Fanmngton \DODu-

ed as 3,452, nearly

920.

Detroit, kx]led in

d River at Tawn|

ne 7.

hinson elected pres-

nge Club, June 11.
r banquet, June 12
receive F, H. S.
19, with  Prof.

pf Michigan *State

Cleo Johns,
crash on Gra:
Line- road, Ju:
Harrison Jot

F. H. 8, hon
Twenty-elgh!
diplomas, Juni
Paul Misner

Normal t speaker
F H S Alumni banquet, June
20 - -

ch, Detroit, killed
ear Novi, July 1|
named vice-chair-

of 'Supervigors,

Walter  Crou
in auto crash
Mayor Lamb

July 8
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Edwards
celebrate golden wedding anni-

Charles W l;otsford dies in
Detroit, July 15. . -
Cerl Reinas{dies July 8.°

Mrs. Francep E. Bosworth dles.
and Arthur Lamb
rd of education,
Charles: Enwin .&lected ‘presi-
s Mattie - Noble,
oard of “education,
14.

lKer elected presi-
rlan ~named new
rson ‘school board

of b

‘Albert Nacki

lected premdent of
htion, July 22.
commits’ sumde on
ad, July. 27,
Simon . CI

‘A. L. Ross
-Don -Knight

worthy matron of 0. E. S. chapter h

- {the bandits.

knock at the door. When he oper~
éd the door, ong - of the bandits’
flashed a gun, ordenng Smith to
“stick 'em up.” ~Then the three
men made their way " .into .the
house, and while two of them
covered Smith and his wife with
guns, the other proceeded to tie

‘|Smith and his wife with rope they

had caffied with them. The rob-
bers pldced -them face down dn
the bed, Smith ‘said.
"The intruders  ransacked the
ouse, picking up several articles.
They were in the house aboutten
minutes, accqrding to Smith, Aft-
er the bandits had ' departed,
Smith freed himself quickly, un-
tied. his wife, and gave chase -to
They made their es-
cape east on Eight-Mile road,
heading for Grand River. Farm-
lington and Redford police were
[notified. )
Smith. said that the thre¢ men
fhad four guns among them. They
were, he)said. about 24 or 25 years

old, and fwell-dressed. MThey con-
versed In~ a foreign Iangunge
while ransacking in the ' house.

Smith's three - children, who
were in bed, were unmolested .by
the gunmen. Smith.is 34 yvears
old and his wife, Cora, is 28.

THAYER TO STAY
IN COUNTY DRAIN
'OFFICE TO-APR. 1

Farmmgton Man To Compile Hls—
tory Of County Drains
Before Leaving -

A change in the county drain
commissionership effective Thurs-
day, January 1, will result.in the
departure from office about April
1, of John C. Thayer of Farxmng-
ton, second deputy drain commis-
sioner,. Mr. Thayer,is himself a
former county drain ‘commission-
er, having held the office from
1896 to 1900.

Announcement of  changes in
the personnel of ‘the office was
made- Monday by Murray D. Van
Wagoner, - drain commissioner-
elett.”, Mr, Van Wagoner was the
only Demcrat elected to office
last fall in the County..Mr. Thay-
er will be retained for the coming
three months, to- compile 2 his-)|
tory of Oakland County drains,
with’ which he has been familiar
for-35 years. =

Mr. Thayer is one of the old-
est officials on the County rolls,
few if any others being able fo|.
date .their conmection with the
County back to 1896,

After leaving the drain com-
rmxssionershlp in 1906, Mr. Thay-
er was affiliated with each of the
commissioners -in an - unoﬁrciai
way, until a deputy commissioner
'wds provided for. Mr. Thayer
'was sasociated with one drain
¢ommissioner, James M. Butler,
for 17 yeafs.,

. Economy Move

In making his announcement,
[M. VanWagonet said that he
has d.the people of Oak-

ville,

pnve % Mile

dies:at age of) 90, Julg 29.
Work “begins
Farmington|M’ B, cholr wms
August 1. .
Tearing up bf old rand Biver
pavement begins, August 4.
Town Hall yalue placed at $79,-

l{r& Minnie Talman Geistler;

400 by~ camméttee for Township
Board, August 7.

(Con}mue& on page ﬂve)

1and County, -diring his campaign
to ‘save them $5,400 -a year by
eliminating the services of a reg-
istered -civil engineer. ' He said |
that"he was not only fulfilling
that pronﬁse. but sdving & great-
er amount’ $7,600. .

The - $5,400 saving pcmted out
by Mr. VanWagoner . represents
the salary of N. W, Strait,. chief
engineer, who was fiot teappomt-

Eight-Mile Road Couple Tied Up|

George E. Gullen, former paétor
‘of West Point Park Commrunity
Church and activé in West Point
affairs, 'has been named ®n as-

sistant prosecuting - attorney of
\

Wayne County.

Dairy CanS'UseH
In Gas Thefts

Pair Arrested By Deputy Tamm

In Petrolt After Entering
i I‘arm]\oﬁse

T\\o men were atrested® in De-
troit this week by Deputy” ‘Wil-
liam Tamm of Farmington, and
are charged with breaking and
entering 2 ‘house -hetween Mil}
ford and New Hudson and steal-
ing furniture, rugs and dishes.
They are also charged with hav:
ing stolen two milk cans of the
Warner Dairy Company of Farm-
ington, and were using them as
containers - .of gnsoline fwhich
they stole. from various suurcas.
it is alléged.

}The two men are William
Smith, 30, and Claude DeGeer,
31, both of Detroit. Examination
has been set for.January 7. De-
'Geer has ‘a police record, and has
served _time " jn -Tonia Reéform-
atory.-

The house entered . is owned
by -the Ward estate. of which

‘{Charles R. Ward is adminigtrator.

The-house was unoccupied at the
timé of the Tobbery.

FUNERAL IS HELD
FOR SOUTHFIELD ,
SEC’I‘ION LEADER
Commumty Mounls Passing Of

John Mathisun, Active In -
Affairs

Funeral services were- held on
Tuesday for John W. Mathison,
of Southfield Community, who
died Sunday in Harper Hospital,
Detroit, after 'a brief illness.
Death followed an operation_ for
stomach trouble.

Mr. Mathison, who was 67 years
old, was a leader in Southfield
Commumty affdirs, and a former
president of the' community asso-
ciation. The flag over the associa-
tion hall was placed at half mast
in respect to his memory.

Surviving the deceaséd are his
widow, Mrs. Mary Mathison, and
a daughter, Mrs. Lewis Dowsett.
‘Mr, Mathison was for over -.30
years, a member of Jubilee lodge
of Oddfellows, No. 482 in' Detroit.
He was a native of London, Ont.

Burial took place .tn Grand
Lawn cemetery. Semces were .at
he residence.

! Send in. your news.items.

_Consider Trolley
Sltuatlon, Report

Suspension Of Service Wednes-
day Night Averted By An-
other Extension

at the last . momen: preserved
ing, reports reached Farmington
Wednesday of new hope from
Lansing for the’ trolley system.

that the Sfate Highway Depart-
ment and the' State Administra-’
tive Board woyld in th% near fu-

the question of
trolley system_ on Grand Rwer
avenue.

Accrding to the reports,
|circuldtion  of petitions
thousands of sngnah:jes of citi-
zens and: property-owners, from
Farmington as: far dowQ as Red-.
ford, and a _considerable area

the

powerful impression on the §t
officials as to the desire for cop--
tinuance ‘of the rail system. -

The new State Administrative
Board'is to organize soon after
the mcormng administration
takes office. :
Outlook Brighter

Citizens laboring in behalf of
the trolley line. are much more
optimistic: than- they ‘have beeén
during the ‘past month, and the
belief is expressed that if as
much 'progress can be made in
the next few weeks as has be:n
accomplished recently, the tr:mks
through to Farlpmgtbn can ‘be
saved.

day. extension came to’
ton -Wednesday, not mal
before the time set for suspenslon
of street car service. -which - will
continue umnterrupted at least
until January 14. ;

COLLECTION’ OF
TOWNSHIP, CITY.
TAXES TO BEGIN
Treasurers Announce Sfarting

Of Annual Task Friday And
Sdturday At Bank

arming-

m———
he ]ong delay in collection of
taxes in Farmington Township
and City, over which few tedrs
have been shed, is over. Collec-

_|tion of the annual levy will be-

gin -Friday, for City taxpayers,.
and Saturday for property-own-.
ers of the Township. . :

.The month’s delay was due %o~
difficulty in spreading thé Coun-
ty tax, following disagreement’
and court actmn regarding equal-
ization.

George, C Gildemeister, City
treasurer, will Teceive taxes be-7
ginning Friday. morning, at the
Peoples State Bank,-and- each day
thereafter during business hours.,
Mark D. Bachelor,’ township treas
jurer, will start collection at the
same place on Saturday morning.
Mr. Bachelor will continue at the
Peoples’ State ‘Bank through next
week, . and will be at the Farme,
ington- State Savings Bank the
week of January 12.. Thence-
forth he will altemate between’
the two banks.

The collection period- is' begin-
ding almost exactly one month
later than usual.
>

License Plate Time
" “Extended To Feb. 1
Extension of time on 1330~
automobile- license plates
until* February 1st was' an®
nounced . Wednesday by
Chiéf of Police Lee Doyle
of Fa

ed. - Mr., Thayer's salary’ was
$2,100 a yéar. - Louis C. Jarrendt
was  reappointed first deputy

“Mr. Thayer said Wednesday
that he has not yet discussed
with Mr.” VanWagoner ‘the ‘work
he is to.do after Januaiy 1, and
that_he has ni “intentign’ of re-
tiring, after. leaving * the ' county
drain office: " “He indicated -that
he will take up some-work con-
nected with surveying

— ]
Chief ‘Doyle stated he had
: received. a telegtam® from
Secretary of-State John Hag'
gerty requesting:-that 1930
. plates.be honored until Feb-
.- ruary 1, It is reported that
the - incoming Secretary.of
State, . ~Frank - . Fitzgerald, ,
some ' time: ago - expressed -
himself in favor of exten-
_sion until March 1. /-

+
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|State Heads To-

Whilé another 15-day. extension

trolley service. for the time be- -

The report was to the effect |

ture give new. consideration to -
retaining the *

with -

nortti and south, has createdl a -
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v hours -



