Weekend of October 23-24, 1971

QObserver Newspapaers, Inc.

a

By TIM RICHARD

* i “Every bureaucrat in 83

counties must have been
there. I never saw a hearing
like it in my life," said State
Sen. Carl Pursell, author of a
bill that would allow counties
to elect or appoint a chief
executive.
i Pursell  (R-Plymouth),
himself a former Wayne
County commissioner,. says
prospeets for his bill are
“difficult™ at best.

His_bill and a companion
House bill drew the ire of what
Pursell calls the “‘courthouse
gang" at a joint House-Senate
hearing last week in Lansing.

*I walked in there to testify
and the place was packed.
There must have been 700 to
1,000 people there, and 90 per
cent of the opponents were
paid officials and county staff
people.”

In favor of Pursell's bill, he
said, were many county
commissionérs (including
Wayne Chairman Robert
FitzPatrick). interested
citizens and chamber of
commerce types— " people not
directly interested in county
budgets.”

CARL PURSELL

PURSELL FRANKLY calls
county government “100 years
behind the times™ and wants
to see some reform.

“My bill (SB 1036} is not a
county home rule charter bill"*
as indicated by an eight-
column  Detroit  News
headline, he said.

“It does nothing to increase
or change the taxing power of
counties. It doesn't usurp any
powers from cities.
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“My bill is permissive
enabling legislation to allow
county boards of com-
missioners to either appoint a
county manager or let the
people elect a county
executive who, like a mayor,
would have the power of veto.

“It's a construetive,
practical alternative to county
home rule -.which, by the
way, has not been adopted in
any major or minor county.

“‘People are demanding
responsive government. If
they have a problem, they
want to know who to call.”

UNDER PURSELL'S bill,
the “constitutional” county
officers would continue to be
elected -- the prosecutor,
clerk, sheriff and treasurer.

But the county manager or
executive ‘could appoint all
department heads ~ such as
public works, public health,
parks, transportation, finance
and public safety ~ and thus
exercise financial and ad-
ministrative leadership.

Abolished would be such
institutions as the board of
auditors. the road comipission
and the drain commission.
The latter two would be
lumped into a public works
department.

*‘I got hit by all 83 sheriffs,”
said Pursell. They apparently
took his ‘‘public safety”
function to mean that they
would lose their jurisdictions.
Pursell thinks that part of the
bill may have to be amended
now.

But he adds that the sheriff
should '‘develop a broad
criminal justice program and

Deadline
For Photos
Is Near

Saturday (Oct. 23) at 5 p.m.
is the deadline to enter the
Livonia. Mall's fourth annual
snapshobter contest.

Entries should be taken to
the mall office near the G
entrance.

Entries will be exhibited
Oct. 25 to 31.

THERE ARE four
categories: (1) human in-
terest, (2) humor, (3) nature
and . scenic and (4) coler
prints. Prizes in each category
are worth $50, $35 and $10, and
best of show will win $75.

The contest rules:

1t's open to club members
and individuals.

Entrants need not have done
their own photofinishing.
Entries should be eight by 10
inches or larger and mounted
on poster board.

Entries should have a label
with the photographer’s and
club’s name and address and
the classification entered.

Negatives may not be
retouched, and no artwork or
multiple prints are permitted.

It is preferred that entries
not have been prizewinners in
other competitions,
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County Reform: Pursell
Vs The Bureaucrats

not ]usl be a Keeper of the
jail.”"

HIS OPPONENTS ‘‘con-
sider themselves
professionals. Well, we need
their expertise, but we don't
need autonomous and in-
dependent policy-making
groups.”

County office-holders made
much of the fact that they
were elected, but Pursell
pointed out that many actually
got their starts through ap-
pointment -- Sheriff (now

Detroit Mayor) Roman
Gribbs, Sheriff William
Lucas, Clerk J.B. Sullivan,

Auditor (now Secretary _of
State) Richard Austin.
Pursell also argues that
county commissioners ought
to be policy-makers, which is
why he wants to give their
powers to make department
appointments to the county
manager or executive.

IF HIS BILL is qver ap-
proved, he said, it would be a
second landmark ine county
legislation, the first being the
court decisions and laws
which provided for smaller,
“one-man, one-vote' county
boards,

“The oldyboard of super-
visors metgat the noon hour,
went through a three-page
agenda in 20 minutes, had a
drink, went back to their cties
‘and townships, and delegated
powers to these ‘autonomous
commissions,” Pursell said.

The result is that county
boards can’t make policy the
way they should, he said, and
bureaucrats are reluctant to
give up their powers - as
Pursell found out the hard way
in Lansing last week.

Out-state legislators, in
particular, are fearful both of
delegating more powers to
local government and
treading on the toes of county
officials who might just decide
to challenge them in the next
primary, as Pursell sees it.

Old Homestead
Studies Paving

FARMINGTON
A meeting has been
scheduled for Tuesday, Oct.
26, at 8 p.m. in Farmington
Township Hall to discuss road
improvements for Old
Homestead subdivision.
Representatives from the
Oakland County Road Com-
mission will be present to give
information on the im-
provements, proposed
financing and estimated costs,
says Supervisor Earl Teeples.
A few months ago, Teeples
outlined areas in need of
immediate  improvement
along with a schedule of ob-
solescence that could be ex-
pected in the township.

McDonald
Is Granted

A Divorece

U.S. Rep. Jack McDonald -
(R-Farmington) was granted
a divorce from his wife of 18
years and given custody of the
couple’s two sons, Michael, 16
and David, 11

Oakland County Circuit
Judge Farrell E. Roberts
granted the uncontested
divorce in April charging “ex-
treme and repeated cruelty”
and Mrs. McDonald filed a
counter-complaint  charging
“extreme cruelty.”

Mrs. McDonald was given
their Farmington apartment,
visitation rights, alimony of
$125 weekly and furnishings
from their home in Great
Falls, Va.

McDonald was granted the
Virginia home subject to the
payment of $10,000 to his wife.
He also was ordered to pay his
wife's attorney fee of $750.

McDonald, whose 18th
District includes Livonia,
Redford Township and Far-
mington, was formerly a
Wayne County board chair-
man and supervisor of Red-
ford Township.
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New Generation
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NOW
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Rite Carpet Co.
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Devastate your

friends with your

awesome knowledge of high fidelity.

The Fisher 201 has to be one pf the most out-

standing values among AM/FM stereo receiv-
ers. Although reasonable in price, it delivers the
.quality, performance. and featbres you expect
from Fisher. The Fisher 101 speaker system is
composed of an 8" woofer and] 3" tweeter with
a frequency response of 37-20.000 HZ They
deliver the big sound. ]

Separately 419.95

This 80-page full-color reference
guideis required reading ol only for
hi-§ and stereo u
“cocktail party oncl:s on hij
cquipment and instaflatior
lustrated articles explm every
aspect of the subject in $mple non-
technical language, in agdition toa

lossary plus 2 detailed description of
isher stereo component

‘And what can beat Fisher shen it
comes to brand-name dropping?

tal
delity

CONSORT COMPONENT
STERED SYSTEM

OFISHER 201 — 80 Watt — AM/FM Stereo

. Receiver with effortless flywheel tuning

® 2 Fisher 101 2-way Speaker systems  _

® The Fisher 310-X automatic turntable including Shure
magnetic cartridge base & dust cover

COMPLETE SYSTEM

*339°°

SAVE 80.00

ONEFOR THE BUDGET

You can’t beat
this system.

Sony Modei CF-500 Cassette-Corder AM/FM Sterea System * *

This low-priced. high-quality home entertainment system features
a stereo Cassette-Corder’, AM/FA radio control center, two
microphones, and two extemal full-range speaker sysiems — all
in distinctive walnut-grained enclosures

FEATURES: Ragi
Recorder Serea tnsicator Light tor £
v Maltiplex

+ Builiin Antennas

o
+ A syenm has 0 6 Wooter

o Con
Caness Compensited Volume Control
fereo Headamane donitor Jack

. 5 Dy
Tfrenones 403 ¢

i

cFs00

5199%

FORMERLY 219.95 SAVE $20.6p

“p

You never

|
|

Doubles cassette convenence.
AUTO-REVERSATILITY|

Non-stop service.

Sony Model 165 Automatic-Reverse Stereo Casselle Deck

he fabulous
jous record-

Here is the ultimate in stereo casselte convenien
165 adds Automatic Reverse, which provides co
ing and playback in both directions. 1o easy pop-in.
cassette handiing.

FEATURES:
© Autematic and Manuai Reverse in
recording and pieydack modes
Dual Capstan Tage Drive

108 Select Switch tor

a
2

Tor lowest wow ang flutter
+ Autemaic SNALON 1 emd o exch wo-rosion eaconon
s Piay
o Sraariing Reco vevel Canticts .  Tase Counter
« Builtin Peak Limiler for disiortion-tree . Wluminated YU
recording It

5259%

applicable surtax

heard it so goods

VALUABL

C-60
BLANK CASSET

RECORD

each

American-made tape
in plastic case
REG. 99¢ SAVE 50¢

Limit 6 per customer

No Purc

FREE

- CLOTH
Specially
Treated with

ANTI-
SOLUTION

REG. 49¢

5-CELL

cLanmg | TLASHLIGHT

with purchase of
5”D" size batteries

95¢

REG. 1.93 *

STATIC

SAVE 98¢

hase Required

RADID SHAK)

FARMINGTON PLAZA
ASSOCIATE STORE

BANKAMERICART

‘mastar chaige’

Available only at

FARMINGTON PLAZA
STORE

“Grand River near Orchard Lake Road

% Mile N. of 9 Mile
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday Noon to 5 p.m.

Phone 477-1700

SOME QUANTITIES LIMITED. Wa reserve the right to imit ysantities.

FREE |




