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One-Act Is Authoritative
Account Of Sanity Trial

By TIM RICHARD

Last weekend was the 129th
anniversary of the wedding of
Abraham  Lincoln - of
Springfield, ., .and Mary
Todd of Lexington, Ky. It also
marked the premier per-
formance of Robert Wall’s
authoritative one-act: drama
“A Thin Line,” whose title
comes from Mrs. Lincoln’s
remark about the thin. line
between sanny and rneutal,,
iilness.

1f Bob Wall's name ‘sounds
tainitiar, it's because his pom
de plume, Wal]y Roberls,;
appeared - in- Observer
Newspapers for many years
as reviewer for the column
“Curtain Going Up.” He has
written' and directed many
comedies, but this was his
first crack at writing a
heavier drama. He also
directed its performance with
the Dearborn Players Guild.

I'm biased as a reviewer. I
like Bob Wall as big-minded,
technically knowledgeable
character. I like the high -
blown literary style of
Crockett and Lincoln, Brann
and Twain, Bierce and
Mencken. 1 cover a lot of
politics, have sympathy for
politicans’ wives, and often
wondered about the insanity
trial of Mary Todd Lincoln.

“ANYTHING written prior

Rock Club
Plans Sale

The Roamin Rock and
Mineral Club will hold a
challenge rock auction at its
meeting tonight (Nov. 10) in
Room B, Senior Citizens'
Building, Five Mile and
Farmington Roads, Livonia.

Registrations of specimens

ill be between 7 and 7:30

pm.

‘The donor of the rock which
receives the most money in
bids will be the winner of a
permanent trophy and will
keep the traveling trophy for a
year.

Specimens must be those
found by the donors, may only
be cleaned by brushing with
soap and winter, must
identified as to the name of the
mineral and the location
where found.

Bid levels will be in steps of
10 cents or more. A children’s
table will also be set up and
bidding will be from one cent
and up. A junior trophy will be
awarded.

Both awards will be made at
the club’s banquet in January.
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to 1950 — including Sherwood
Anderson's ‘Abe Lincoln in
Blinois’ ;; is erroneous; it was
besed on Herndon,” Wall told
William
Herndon was Lincoln’s law
partner in Springfield and
afterwards spread a lot of
malicious tales about the
couple’s feuding.

1 remarkeg at the authen-
ticity of the literary style, and.
Wall révealed that 90 per cent
of, the lines were -drawn
directly from life - trial
uanscnpu. lefters; quoted
conversations, even a hasty
lampoon young -Lincoln and
his fiancee wrote about a
Democratic politician in the
Ilinois statehouse.

Not that it's a documentary.
The version we saw is the fifth
revrite, and Wall is still
talking about adding a short
transitional passage at one
point.

THAT MARY Lincoln was
mentaily ill one doesn’t doubt.

‘What's difficult is to tag her :

Briefly, ““A Thin Line” is an
account, of her first trial,.a
flashback to her happy days in
the White House, and scenes
{rom her deciining years {she
dled in 1882). Her husband was
assassinated, and three of her
four sons die young.

In conversations with No. 1
son Robert, she talks normally
for awhile,
hysterically about money,
dangers to his life and the like.
She holds conversations with
the- voice- of her loving

husband, symbolized on stage
by a‘phallic - looking bust on a
pedestal,

WALL'S PLAY is available
to local community theater
groups. It requires a singer -
guitarist (authentic music
between scenes, two women,
two men and an off - stage
voice,

It requires a minimum of
scenery but a maximum of
lighting techniques, Wall calls
it “space staging with pools of
light” and has 70 different
light cues in the one - hour
drama, so some of our groups

with the cruel jargon of the | may be unable to do it.

legal business ~ ‘‘insanity”
and “lunacy.” One suspects
that modern tranquilizers-and
hormones, which ladies in our
suburbs take as a. matter of
course today, might have
saved the emancipator’s first
lady the humiliation of two
trials and a year in an asylum.

A good play evokes all sorts
of thoughts that vary between
persons. Myself, I thought of
Jackie Kennedy Onassis and
wished the pulp movie mags
and the hounds of the
European press corps would
leave the poor woman the hell
alone.

then screeches |

A DRAMA of four men locked in a prison cell will be staged by San;

|

Quentin parolees Friday, Nov. 19, at 8 p.m., in Clarenceville High Schmli
Middle Belt betwean Seven and Eight Mile. The play, “The Cage.” is belng{

by student

board of

Collegs Tickets are onl

sale at the college, the Village Green in the Wonderland Shopping Cemar‘
Wayne State University and Henry Ford Community Cellege.

Drama of Prison sze§
To Be Staged For SCC

A different kind of stage
play — written, produced and
performed by San Quentin
prison parolees - will
presented by Schooleraft
College at a single per-
formance Nov. 19.

“The Cage” is a biting
drama of four men locked in a

.cell. Its author, Rick Cluchey,

was sentenced to prison 14
years ago at age 21 without
possibility of parole.

He plays “Hatchet” in the

About  “The Cage,”
reviewer Bob Martin wrote:
“Written and first performed

be in California’s San Quentin

prison, ‘The Cage’ is a brutal,
-ghocking, blasphemous, even
obscene indictment of our
nation’s so-cailed ‘correc-
tional’ institutions.-

“IT PRESENTS aday in the
life of four inmates shar'mg a
cell. Jwe, a young prisoner
whn arrives as the day begins,
and

‘Flute’ Will Be Staged

ANN ARBOR
All the fantasy and witch-
craft of Mozart's opera
“The Magic Flute” will come
alive again on the stage of the
Mendelssohn Theatre when
the University of Michigan
School of Music and depart-
ment of art jointly produce the
popular opera.
Performances will be given

Westland
Artists Will
Participate

Three Westland area
residents will be'among more
than 60 artists and craftsmen
who will display their works in
Northville Nov. 12 and 13.

They will take part in the
second annual Tivoli Fair
being held- in Northville
Methodist Church under
auspices of the Northville
Historical Society.

The artists are Mrs. Mary
Mattingly, who will display
pressed flowers; Mrs. Betty
Lou Wotring, who will display
oil and acrylic paintings; and
Mrs. Ann Gentry, who will
display figures made from
dough.

Purpose of the fair is to
raise money for the preser-
vation and restoration of the
150 - year - old former library
building in Northville. The
building, currently being used
as the Northville Township
Hall, is located on-a site slated
for a shopping center
development.

Hours of the fair will be
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday
and from 10 am. to 5 p.m.
Saturday.

Society Meets

The Detroit Society for
Genealogical Research, Inc.,
will hold a meeting Saturday,
Nov. 13, at 2 p.m., in the
Explorer’s Room, Detroit
Public Library.
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THE FRENCE
CONNECTION

IN THE GREAT TRADITION
OF AMERICAN THRILLERS.

Nov. 19, 20, 22 and 23, with
curtain time at 8 p.m. Tickets
are $3 each with a limited
number available at $1.50 for
university students,

Due perhaps to the superb
blending of mystery, romance
and comedy, “The Magic
Flute”” has long been a
favorite of opera - goers
everywhere. Its score is
regarded by many critics as
one of Mozart’s finest.

“A godlike magic breathes
through this score,"’
Wagner who called it the
quintessence of art.

The production will be
created by conductor Josef
Blatt and stage director Ralph
Herbert, who are col-
‘laborating on their 21st
opera at Michigan. Sets are by
Richard Ferguson - Wagstaffe
of the University Players.

Tickets may be ordered by
sending a check to School of
Music Opera, Mendelssohn
Theatre, The University of.
Michigan, Ann  Arbor,
Michigan 48104. A self-
addressed, stamped envelope
must be enclosed.

Musical
To Open
At U-M

3 ANN ARBOR
Individual tickets are now
on sale for the University of

said (5

for
Clarenceville High School's
L.E. Schmidt Auditorium.
Curtain time is 8 p.m. The
school is located on Middle
Belt Road between Seven and
Eight Mile in Livonia.

More Fails To Amuse,
But Recruits Do Well

“A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS™
CAST .

The Common Mah -
. THOMAS B. HILL

i Thomes More
nownn.unnn

Muctar Richard
manEL ANDREW MINER |
The Duke of Nortok

OHN H. NAPIERALA

ARY BENEON |
ATHLEEN OAFFNEY,

e JON BENSON

Thomas Cromwell

JAMES 5. NEWELL'

Signor Chapurs, the Spanizh
Ambassador JEFFREY 0. RODMAN

Wiiam R

. JAMES CORRIGAN

. DAVID MacENULTY

AWoman
- MIMI CARR

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of
Canterbury ... . JAMES RYAN

In raportory #t the Hilberry Classia
Theater, Wayne Stats University, 4743
Gess. Dotrokt. By Robert Bon. Directad
by Don Blakaly.

By TIM RICHARD

DETROIT

All the elements seem right.
But somehow “‘A Man for All
Seasons” comes off as a less
than fully satisfying evening
of theater.

The cast of the Hilberry
Classic Theater is made up of
excellent graduate studems,
are recruited

's Prof
‘Theatre Program “Play of the
Month Series.”

However, due to an oul-

by wayne State as effectively

as Michigan recruits football
players.
The

standing sale,

is elegant

only a limited number of in-
dividual tickets will be
available for each of the five
top touring attractions in the
series, to be held at the new
Power Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

“Tickets are on sale in the
Mendelssohn Theatre box
office, which is open from 10

.am.tolpm. and 2to5p.m.

Monday through Friday, as
well as at Hudson’s and
Grinnell’s.
Because of popular demand,
the run of the first attraction,
“The Me Nobody Knows,’ has
been extended to four per-

including a Sunday matinee.
An unusal rock musical, it
recently received seven Tony
nominations in New York.

The series also includes the
comedy-drama  “‘Butterflies
Are Free,” Dec. 9 to 11; Neil
Simon’s comedy,

the imusical ‘“‘Company,”
March 18 and 19; and Burt
Bacharach’s  musical
“Pm;n;ses, Promises," April
8

Canterbury Tales,”

originally scheduled for Nov.
14, has been canceled.

formances, Nov. 12 to 14, .

e
without being distracting (Vic
Leverett's  and
Markovitch's work). Stage
effects and lighting are
always imaginative.

THE SCRIPT, by Robert
Bolt, has been a popular one
and, in an era of dissent, one
that seems to have con-
temporary application.

*. It is the story of Sir (later
Saint) Thomas More (Howard
Jensen), the brightest and
most sterling advisor to King
Henry VIII (played as :a

relatively svelte man of 36 by,

David MacEnulty). Henry
wants to dusmp Catherine
Aragon and needs all the
legal, political and " ec-
clesiastic help he can get.
Thomas More won't go
along. 'He never openly op-

poses the king, but his silence
Is Just as loud as his opposition
could have been. Hence he 1s. °

med. \ :
Perhaps that's the trouble.

You know exactly what's
going to happen from the
beginning. The plot flows in
almost a continuous xl.ralgm
line.

ANOTHER PROBLEM

Helen °

raped
mlu'dered before 24 hours
have passed.”

AmordmgtoMarun by the
time Jive is Strangled by

. Hatchet at the end of the play,

might be the :fine acting of
Jensen, who brings out the
- ascetic side of More's
character admirably (the
voice and penetrating gazé
are reminiscent of Bishop
Sheen), but somehow fails to
bring off More’s famed wit.

This didn't occur to me until
the final trial scene when
More examines the medallion
of a perjuring Witness, learns
he has become attorney
géneral of Wales and tells
him: *“Rich, a man might sell
his’ soul and gain the whole
world — but for Wales!" The
audience howls at this as it
should have been able to howl
at ‘many of the earlier lines.

More is modern because he
declines to cave in to a king's
policy he considers morally
wrong. He is extremely old-
faghioned in- the trust he

his transformation into; the
ultimate victim of the prison
system is complete. |

Tickets are 81 for students
and $2 for the general public.
‘They can be purchased n* the
college, the Village Green in
the W

Stamp Club Beau J’s

To Show LOUNGE
. Presents
Color Film ACT I+
“Stamps: A Nation's :
Calling Card,” a color film NIGHTLY
produced by the U.S, Postal Tuesday thru Saturday
Service, will be shown at the
next meeting of the West |~ DANCING .
Suburban Stamp Club. ENTERTAINMENT
The meeling is scheduled | ELEGANT DINING
for Friday, Nov. 19, at 7:30 .
pan., in the Plymouth Com- Specializing

munity Credit Union, 500 S.
Harvey, Plymouth. Members
are asked to note that this
meeting is on Friday instead
of the usual Thursday.

For its meeting, Friday,
Dec. 3, the club has planned a
talk by Peter Smith of Amn
Arbor, on the topic “Railway
Post Offices in Michigan.”

Plans are also being made
for a benefit auction and
Christmas party on Dec. 17.

in
STEAKS - LOBSTER

TUESDAY NIGHT
% OFF ON ALL DRINKS|
For Unescorved Ladies

13090 INKSTER RD.
So. of Schoolcraft

KE 2-0505

Looking for Work
Read Observer Classifieds

LIVONIA PORTER HOUSE
NOW OFFERING
&% camicatures
by the ARTIST JOSH
FOR ALL DINERS FRIDAY & SATURDAY
BEGINNING NOVEMBER 12 & 13

® DAILY LUNCHEONS
@ DINNER THURS.AFRI.. SAT.
® PRIVATE PARTY ACCOMMODATIONS

&

HOYCROFT

HuBBARD

SMILE

12826 FIVE MILE

425-8830 1 o1 pyemington R

Entae o Hudbard
‘or Royerar.

Center, at Wayne State
University and at Henry Ford
Community College. !

Mail orders will bejac-
cepted. Checks should be
made payable to Schoolcraft
College ang orders sent to
18600 Haggerty, Livonia 48151.

|

“The Cage” is a presen-
tation of Schooleraft's student
activities board. ‘

places in the law and hisjown
ability to keep within the law
Unfortunately, desplle the
lies you hear from the bar
association every May l we
British and Americans have a
government of men, not of
laws. Laws are useless when
men disregard them, and Sir
Thomas More went tof the
chopping block for failing to
figure that out. As the| an-
thropologists  say, ,The
proper study of man IS man
- not law,
But [ digress. “A Man for
All Seasons” fails to come off,
to click, despite all the good
things going for it. Perhaps it
was only a bad night when the
electricity wasn't in the air
and the spirits weren't ﬂghl
One Hates to discourage a
potential patron of lhe‘
cellent Hilberry repenuu-e

from the balcony

Check the theater listings for

“of shawings,

THE ORGANIZATION -- §

* cate. (GP. noner

and John Ethan appear in the

CRY UNCLE'
detective ;qay be enough to make voucry or laugh. X, C
WELCOM‘E TO THE CLUB -

message dmsn t come off. (R

SUMMER OF ’42 -- A nosta.

SKlN GAME James Garier

one of his listeners. (R..none

story of a man pursued by
womanisa ‘provocative film.

H'l‘ms listed in this guide are xhuwlnn al area theaters,

detective. this time to pit his skills against a narcotics syndi-

BIG JAKE - John Wayne as Biggake McCandles tracks
down and. disposes of 10 vicious Kidnappers. Sons Patri

The sexploits of a paunchy New York Ci

mm(cgmicapnsh\ar Hiroshima officers’ club, but the

man of the summer he was 15. Gary Grimes. Jerry Houser
and Oliver Con;ml play boyhood pals at the Cape. 1R. A-4)

con artists. Garner sells Gossett'as a slave and Goss:
escapes each time to be sold in another town. (GP. nones
‘PLAY MISTY FOR ME - A suspense thriller in which Cl
Eastwood plays a disc jockey. wha becomes involved wi

SUNDAY BLOODY SUNDAY - Siricily
; KOTCH - Malter Matthau plays a delightfully cceentric

man who teluses to be computerized. Jack Lemmon’s fi
directing venture comes off extremely well. (GP. A3

the specific theater and time

idney Poitier returns as the

3

film. (GP. A-)

1y

A liberal Quaker officer tries
C

Igic recollection by a grown

and Lou Gossett play a pair of

a homosexual doctor and a
RIA-4 i

SUPERB EATING)
® Complete
Dinners
® After Theatre

MODERATE PRICES
SELECT YOUR SALAD
FROM OUR LARGE
SALAD BAR
SEE QUR NEW DINING
ROOM - ENTERTAINMENT

THURS. - FRI. - SAT.

39305 PLYMOUTH ROAD
AT ECKLES - LIVONIA
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL

464-2272

Order Tickets NOW!

7th Annual FALL LR.A. Sanctioned World Championship

Over 150
COWBOYS
COWGIRLS

DIRECT From

. TEXAS
THIS WEEK

e DTS pm Fl. 8 o
I-Lzll

e

COLISEUM

THUR. § pm. Bargsim Nits
lLl Saats $2.50

‘$at. 2 g3 KIDS' DAY
s wader 12 - $1 OFF

Performences: “ 50 $3.50 n 50 N Se
Tltlﬂ‘l AT: Coltseus rinnells, dson’s
For In!ormatmn Call 368—1000

auts Reserved
1Use Hudsan's
Charge Aceagatl

GA 1:0210

MAT WED 1 SHOW 1 P M.

ALGIERS Drive-n

381G COLOR Nn's
n- ST!V( McQUEE?
ANY SUNDAY™ (G}

GAnnzu ey

ADULTS $1.00

~CRY UNCLE™ (X)

STATEWATNE 'y pviE Drive.In

AYNE
ON ROBAROS
“TORA, TORA, TORA" (0) 2 BIG ADULT HITS
-BuTCH CABSIDY AND #1—"RELATIONS" ()
THE SUNDANCE lm'lcm '
XIDS' MAT, SAT.
“FUGHT OF THE DovEs-

#£2—"AROUBED" X}

£3~"FANNY RILL™ (X}
N Sa1 BEAR

Quo Vadis
Entertainment Center

ds—Oppatite Hudson's Westland
The world’s greatest movie complex
4 Theatres in one building
MAT. WED. ALL THEATRES 100 P.M, ADULTS §3.00-

Warren and Wayn

*

WESTLAND
GENE HACKMAN
“THE FRENCH

CONNECTION" (R}

JENNIFER O'NEILL
“BUMMER OF 42" {A)

CLINT EASTWOOD
" “PLAY MISTY FOR ME” (R}

OMAR SHARIF
~OR.ZHIVAGO"




