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How TV Is
Abused By
Politicians

By TIM RICHARD

““You folks let us get away|
*with terrible things,” said B.,
Kenneth McGee, a man who|
makes his living running|
political campaigns.

He was talking about the|
political commercials on
television to an audience at
Schoolcraft College recently,
and at least a few persons
threw up their hands in horror
at the mention of TV com-
mercials.

“Ever since Bobby Ken-
nedy, a candidate appears
with his tie down and his coat
off. You use a zoom lens on
him, and he does a ‘lot of
talking to poor folks.

“You package the candidate
and sell him," said McGee.

A CLEVELANDER, McGee
recailed an Ohio
congressional campaign in
which a hard - hat worker
appeared saying: “Why do I
like — —? Because nobody
pushes him around.”

Said McGee: “It's left to the
viewer'simagination if it's the
blacks or the poor or whatever
who are doing the pushing.”

In a television commercial,
he added, a candidate doesn’t
have to prove he can write or
think. He doesn’t even have to
prove he can talk because &
voice can be dubbed in.

But he said he's finding that
“people are getting a little
suspicious of TV."

1f television is such a low -
level method of com-
munication, and if voters'
emotions can be explaited so
easily, what can be done to
force a higher level of cam-
paigning?

*Limit campaign spen-
ding,” McGee answered.

IN RESPONSE to an
audience question, McGee
said he never conducts a dirty
campaign unless the situation
is desperate, and even then he
sticks to the truth.

**A school millage campaign
was the dirtiest one I've ever
been in,” said the veteran of
several black vs. white can-
didates campaigns.

*“There was the most jungle
in-fighting in thé school
campaign.

“School board members,
whatever they tell you, are not

in it for those little kiddies. |

They're in school politics
‘cause that's their thing.”

Regional
Drain Plan
Unveiled

A 20 - year water - sewer -
drainage plan for southeast
Michigan projects has been
received by the executive
committee of the Southeast
Michigan Council of Govern-
ments (SEMCOG).

The $2.4 billion plan is the
outgrowth of months of
SEMCOG staff effort in
coordinating proposals from a
wide variety of agencies and
communities within six SEM
counties (Macomb, Monroe,
Oakland,*  St. Clair,
Washtenaw and Wayne) and
in liaison activity with state
and federal agencies.

The U.S. Dept. of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) and the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency (EPA) required that
the SEMCOG regional plan be
defined as a prerequisite for
continued federal assistance
for such projects.

A DECISION by the State
Water Resources Commission
in September to require that
the Ann Arbor - Ypsilanti area
should plan to tie into a major-
interceptor system and single
treatment plan at the mouth of
the Huron River is in-
corporated in the plan.

Ann Arbor and Washtenaw
County officials indicated they
will ask a court to halt im-
plementation of the plan and
permit, lnstead, independent
systems for that area.

SEMCOG's repon included
differing versions of short -

range and long ; range plans
for developmént of water
supply systems'{fi northern St.

Clair County and central
Monroe County. Continuing
studies are underway to
_resolve issues -~ principally
whether Detroit Metropolitan
Water District proposals for
service or local governmental
unit proposals will be adopted
as part of the ultimate
regional plan.

THE CURRENTSEM - Plan
for water - sewer - drainage
systems by 1990 projects that
most of the proposed con-
struction needs (§1.7 billion)
will be for sewage disposal
systems.
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