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How The Thumb Is Used
For Rides And Adventure
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By CORINNE ABATT

They stand clustered on the street
corners, most with long hair blowing in
the breeze and wearing the uniform of
the day -- tattered jeans and a loose
fitting jacket. It’s hard to discern the
sex without a close look at the face or
the curve of the jacket.

They are a 1971 phenomena — the
kids who beg for rides with an out-
stretched thumb-~the growing throng
of hitchhikers.

IN SOUTHFIELD as in many
other communities, the thumb is a way
of life for the kids who use it as their
principal means of transportation from
one point to another -- Northland
Center, Cass Lake, Maryland, Florida,
Louisiana -- wherever they have a
desire to go — sometimes just up and
.down Woedward Ave. for kicks.

There has been a radical change
in the hitchhiking scene since the
days when a few male college
students wearing signs giving their
destination or bedraggled itinerants
were the only ones by the roadside.

Now, not only is the thumb used
for cross country travel, it serves as a
kind of shuttle service among the
community and is a leisure time activi-

ty.

Neither has hitchhiking escaped
the interest of young women Who are
new
There are almost as many guls as buys
on the highway and they claim they
can get rides faster than the boys.

“It’s easier with a girl,”” says
veteran hitchhiker, Mike Harrison, of
Southfield.

MANY OF HIS fellow Southfield
Lathrup high school students make the
same comment. Unlike Mike, the rest
didn’t want their names used, because
their parents object to hitehhiking.

All of the girls who hitchhike
regularly said their parents don’t like
it, but they do it anyway. A couple of
the fellows said their parents warn
them not to hitchhike at night.

Any number of girls together can
get a ride. ““As many as will fit into a
car,” one commented. 'Chancesare nit
for more than two boys together.”

Everyone in a group of 14 or more
sitting on the high school lawn during
lunch hour wanted to relate a hiteh-
hiking experience.

Many told about advances from
homosexuals., One of the girls had
fended off the subtle advances of an
attractive middle-aged lesbian by
saying, “I'm not your type.”

In these cases, all the kids had
done the same thing -- they waited
until the driver stopped for a light and
got out quickly.

i ~ THE GIRLS are used to leading
questions such as ““Wanna get
stoned?” “Wanna go to a party?”and
‘{Wanna buy some grass?” from those
who pick them up.

| -One says she usually answers,
*Sorry, this is my stop right here.”

For all of the kids, hitchhiking is

..a means of transportation around the

metropolitan area when public trans-

portation or private cars are not availa-

ble.
For some on a Saturday night, it
becomes a leisure time sport.

g we JUS‘; go hitch-
'wn Wosdward for
’_said ‘gne male

“Sometim
hiking up and
something to:

student. 3
The girl ued they did;the
same thing, g0 out hitchhiking

there s nothmg e]se

To most o( fhe kids, the pollce
who stop them‘ﬂylay a fatherly role.
f .

'We’ve been so busy persuading

you to keep your money and
use ours—we forgot to

Regional Affairs

“People feel sorry for a éirl
standing out in the rain.”

A Hitchhiker.

Several reported that the cop who
picks them up will give a 10 or 15
minute lecture of the dangers of hitch-
hiking and then drive them at least
pagt way toward their destination.
MIKE HARRISON has a broader

baggage and arms for needle marks,
warned him to stay off the freeways
and then drove him down the road.
‘*Areally nice guy,” comments
Mike.
Most of the kids are aware that

view than many of his ies.
He thumbed his way to a rock festival
near Baton Rouge, Louisiana, last
summer and also to Maryland to visit
his grandparents. \

The Maryland 'trip took two days
and Louisiana, three and a half.

There is no sleep for Mike on the
trips, only a few cat naps when he
knows the ride will continue for some

me.

He had a girl with him for part of
the Louisiana trip and the rides came
quickly.

He says, “It’s tough hitchhiking
in the deep south. You get picked up
by alot of crazy people.”

A man who picked up Mike and
the girl in Tennessee showed them a
silver pistol he kept in the glove
compartment, propositioned the girl,
Eu! didn’t give them any serious trou-

le.

“But I was scared,” Mike admits.

On the-long rides, Mike listens to
the driver’s problems—many of them
of an intimate nature. ‘“They blab on
and on”’ he says, but doesn’t really
seem to mind.

His record wait for a ride,

somewhere in theoutstate hinterlands, -

is 15 hours. That is why he likes to
have a companion, a girl because the
rides come faster, or a boy for compa-
ny when the wait gets tedious.

‘It gets pretty lonely by your-
self,” he says.

ONLY ONCE has Mike been
picked up by police. He checked his

some dangers.
One of Mike’s friends was robbed, and
shot through the chest.

He has since made a full recovery.

One of the other students was in
an accident after being picked up. He
suffered a dislocated hip, a concussion
and a broken thumb. These stories
don’t deter them:any more than
accidents statistics stop people from
driving.

“You meet some really nice
people,” said one of the girls and those
around her nodded in agreement. The
kids generally like the:people they
meet on the road and while most often
the rides come from drivers in their
own age group, there is no one kind
who pick up hitch-hikers and no ster-
eotype they can pifipoint who will give
them a hard time.

Thekids who do it regularly say
it s simple, cheap and fun.

ONE OF THE GIRLS said that in
the rain she has never.waxted more
than a minute for a ride, * People feel
sorry for a girl’ stanéu‘g out in the
rain.”

““Yeah,” $aid qne of the boys,
“But I feel sort of bad getting in a car
when I've been in the rain and get the
seat all wet.” 1

The lunch period Was over, the
group-got up to go back to their class-

““One of the gu’lsballed back as
she walked toward Q fe school door,
“Hey, don’t forget, if you see me hitch-
hiking, give me a ride. )
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MRS, MARIETTA WHALING. Servicss  CLIFFORD JOHNSTON -- Services VIRGINIA T. COERT - Services were NELLE B. GEORGE. Funaral services

'
‘
1l
4
b

remind you we offer free
checking to those who

maijntain a $99 minimum
daily balance at any one of

Home in Plymauth.

for Mrs. Whaling, 78. of 505 Bryon.
Plymouth, were conductad in the Jen-
Kins Funaral Home in Wastiske. O, with
burish in Rocky River, 0. Amangements
were handied by the Scheader Funeral

Mrs. Whaling died Nov. 27 in St.
Joseph Morcy Hospital in Ao Arbor.
Ste had aaved 10 Plymouth from

ware ha(d for Mr. Johnst
9648 Winston, Redford,
Wikl Funeral Home. Burial lnlk:md i
Glon £den Camatery.

Mr. Johnston died Nov. 2 in Gracs
Howpital. He was empioyed as sabes-
man for the Moors Fumace Co.

Survivors include: his wife. Jsabal;
s0n. Richard: and deughter, Barbara.

sa ul

beid for Mra. Coert. 48. of 23037 Frec-
ek, Farmington. in the Thayer Fuserat
Home in Farminglon. with At. Rav.
Josaph Imesch of Our Lady of Somaws
‘Catholic Church in Farmington offciat-
ing. Buriat followed in St Hedwig Cem-
atery, Dearbom Heights.

Mrs. Cowrt died Nov. 16 in the Farm.
ington Nursing Home. Sha was & resi-

were hald for Mra. Neflo B. George. 74,
of 17243 (Five Points. Redford Yown-
ship, who died Nov. 20 in Mt Carjel
Mercy H
She is survived by her husbsnd.
Suvices st the Charies R. Step
Foreral Homa wer followsd by 2 fu-
neal mass in Our Lady of Loretto Cath-
alic Churéh. Interment was in Hely
spuichre Comatery.

our'7 branch offices. So, we're
reminding you—all you need
is to maintain a 99-buck
balance and you get free

Ciaveland in

Mrs. Charlotte Rife of Wei
two grandchideen, Mrs. Re
and Nancy Memiam, of Phmouth.

JOSEPH T.ZERILLL. Services (or Mr.
Zrith, 51, of 11348 Beech Daly, Red-
ford Tawnship., wera beld in St John

MRS. JUDITH ROBERTS. Sarvices for
Mrs. Roberts, 30, of Nothvile, wers
conducted in the Harry Will Funeral
Home in chargs of Rev. John Root with
buriat in Glen Eden Cametery.

Mrs. Roberis was & well-known
nurss, serving in Livonia and at the
Northville State Hospital

Surviviog an her parents. Mo Ar-

dent of the nammumw'w 15 yuan.
e

o:
tor Joan Demski of Detroit,

HAROLD COWIE. Secvices for Mr. Cow- - An
Phrmouth

ROY M. MITCHELL, SR, Rites ware
conducted. for Roy M. Mitches,
8575 Nathatins, Redford Township,
who died et the age of 59.

iroughs Com.
i Mt WiEhsll is survived by his wile.
Ekzabeth: & dmghwr. Mrs. AC. [Alice)
Brysnt1wa sons, Enol and Roy M. Je.

checking.

Good idea. Great bank.

pologi

LIVONIA

NATIONAL

BANK Member FDIC

The Saturday Bank

(how convenient)

Aden

Survivors \n;wa
: 8 da

seph Merino.

120 Hills Cometas

A mamber of nn. ﬂuh-nv Baptist

Church in

Nov. 13 at the Fumlnﬂlon Nusing

+ Home.
N Surviva

dren.

PAULK, PETCAU. Sarvices for Mr. Pet-
Livonia, wers
hald at S1. Nicholes Gresk Orthedox

cau. of 11409 Mekose.

Bosco Catholic Church end the Harry J
Will Funeral Home. Burial followsd in

An suto saleamam, Mr. Zerilli died
suddenly Nov, D at Rediord Community
Hospital. He was & membar of Bosco

oy, Mrs. n.awn Vi, Mirs. n-un
Scrvo. Me. Lanw Excort and Mrn. Jo-

ANNA EDMUNDS. Sejvicus for Mrs.
_Edmunds, 83. of 26080 Brody Ave..
Neld at-the Thayer Fo-

neral Home with pastor But Krelar of-

ficiating. Burlal mm-u in Nowi's Oak

beid Hills: » deughter,
Toni: 8 300, Seort; two brothars, Jay
ond Daniel Graser: two sistars. Cheis-
oe Graser and Mra. Kathiean Camp-
bett

i -u- Jou

VIRGINIA D. STALL. Services for Mr.
Stal, 48, of 11201 Brookfekd, Livoria.
wers held in St. Michasl Catholic

Hamy J. Will Funeral
Home. Burial followsd in Holy Se-
oulchre cametary.

A lagal secratary for veveral law
fitms in the srea, Mrs. Sl wes dead
on arrival at St Mary Hospital Nov. 6.

Survivors include: two sons, Do M.
Stal Jr. #0d E. Kevin Stal: hav parantz.
Mr. 4nd Mre. James Downing: and four

sisters, Mary Downing, Mrs. Jeck
Frankfurth, Mra. John Thomoson #nd
Mrs. Leonard West.

reivors includs: o son, Warren E.
E£dmunds of Livonia: four daughtars.
. Mrs. Uls Akers of Westand end Mra.
Helen Biggers. Mrs. Betty Novak and
Mra. Ruth Jones all of Califomis: 13
graddchiidren and 17 great-grandchil-

JOHN A, WHITNEY. Srvices for Mr.
Whitney, 74. of 9629 Maccadss. Red-
ford Township. wera heid st the Harry
3. Will Funerat Home with Rev. Widiam
G. Wager officiating. Buriat followsd in
Nutional Mamarisi Gardens.

A carpat Isyer, Mr. Whitney died
Nov. © ot the Allen Park Veterans’ Hos-
pial,

Survivors Inciude: is wite, Luclle: 8

icholas G. Habe 50 John H. Whitney: two daughtars,

tis officisting. Burial followsed In
Grandlewn ' Comatery.  Ar

‘wers made by the Hary J. Wil Funersl

Home.

Survivors include: thres sons, Mi-
chaali Dr. Andrew P. Kosts end Jim
Kosta; two daughters. Mre. Pater Pe-
U; & brother
ond « sister in Australis’: and 10 grand-

idren. -

woft and Mrs. William

Lokrway Ave.

L with Burlal in Rovetend Park,
Mich.

Plarson of Hirper Woods.

L s
ROBENT AHLGREN. Survices for Mr.

Ahigran, 61; of Lesiie, Ak., formerly of
g . Farmington, were con-
h ductad bn th Heeney-Sundauist funeral
; home in charge of Rev. Charles Fox
By,

" Suning s: ¢ brother, Raymond of
Farmington: and a sister, Mra. Oorotiry

Mra. Wallace Haynes and Mra. Warrea
Hurst: 4nd 11 grandehidren.

MRS, JEBSIE MILLARD. Services for
Mrs. Millard, 79, of 45041 Ridge Court.
Nortile Twp, wers conductsd in the

Schreder Funaral home in charge of

Rav. Hoory w.u. with burial in River-

Nira. Mitand s Hov. 26 In Lansing.
She had resided in the Livonia-Pm-

outh arsa most of her life, moving &

fene Grassr af Wayne and William"
Gn

M. Cowie Ged Nov. 23 in Botsford.

Genersi Hospital. He was » member of
the Viltege Presbytarian Church and
Signet No. 565, FaAM,

Surviving are: his wife. Mra. Ella

e of Phymouth: his mother, Mra.

Una Cowie of Pymouth: three dsugh-

tars, Nency, Karen end Shacon; snd 3
Seother, William of Litte Rock. Ark.

HERMAN WALLEN. Services for Mr.
Wallen. 51, of 30230 N. Stockton,
Farmington, ware conducted in the
Thayer Funeral Hame by Rev. Ralph
Rideout and Rev. Stan Nichols with

Genarai Hosgital of » hear attack. He
was 4 tool sear ampioyed by Geoeral
Motors.

Surviving are: a daughter. Mra.
Yvonne
Ronid Walee of Farmingto
brothers, Monros, Tivis and Donakd of
Kentucky a0d John of Detroit: snd one
granddaughtar.

CLARENCE J. JOHNSON, Services for
Mr. Johnaon. 88, of 15829 Lexington,
Redford Township, will be heid st 11

Thursdey at the Hammand and

Funeral Home, 24501 Five Mile

odford. Burial will follow in

Wixom Cematary.

Mr. Johnson died Mond
Survivors inctude: his wifs, Ota: »
son, Richard: ant three daughters,

Doris and Frida Johnaon end Mra, Ecith

Hutchinson.

MNS. THERESA STILES. Services for
Irs. Stiles, 45. of 32040 Martiehesd®
Orive. Farmington, were conducted in

mather, Mra. Margaret Buckley of New

fork: one son. Michsal: two brothers.
John Buckley of New York and Watter
Buckley of Cakfomia; and o sistwr. Mra.
Magaret Howard of Califomia.

» sister. Mra. Myrol Brando: and nine
grandchidran. ,

The Rev. Willam Woger officiated at
arvices held a1 the Haary Wl Funarat
Home. Imarment was in Oakiaed Hills
Comatary.

MILDRED" 8. SPRAGUE. Services for
Mrs. Sprague, 85, of 30150 Oak Leat
Lane,

James A. Smith offcisting. Burial fof.
lowed in Frankkin Cemetery.

. M. Spraguie. who fved and taught
school in the Faemington-Frankin area
0 ber ke, died Nov. 19 at the Farm-
ington Nursing Homs ahter an extanded
Kinasd.

Survivons includs: ber son, Charie
Hemon of Peocia, I1.; 20d 8 sisterin-
v, Mos. Lucia Skartt of Mitford.

ARGHIE L. WING, Sarvices for Mr.
Wing. 23. of 20743 Negaunes, South-
fisid wes heid in St Alexander Catho-
Kc Church and the Hesney-Sundquist
Funerat Home with Rev. Albert C. Kokch

A warshouse man for ARP. Mr. Wing
wis & member of St Alxander panish.
He died suddenly Nov. 20 ot Provid-
encs Hospital.

Survivors lochude: ha wils, Mary: &
son, Edwiard L. Wing; iva parents. Mr.
nd M. Neil Wing of Southfieid: two
brothees. Neil Jr. and John: 3nd two
#idtars, Danise and Dorsen.

EDWARD SCHIEDS. Services for Mc
Schieids. of 2851 Florwnce St. Gar.

Funaral
Homs. Garden City. Officiating was
Pastor 4. C. R

M. Schiakhs Ged Nov. 23 in Garcen
Cry Hospital a1 the oge of
75. Bokors Na ratirarnent. he was o toot
matii lor the Ex.ced-o Corp,

Ho 18 ‘wrvived by hia wite, Laons:
two e0ns, Leo snd Elmar: & daughter,
Mrs. Pacie Binci: » siater, Mes. Heton
Buabey; sght grandchildre: snd six

oreet-grandchiidren.



