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Why Schools Dislike

State Assessment Test

An Qbserver Roundup

As preparations are now
being made to give the third
annual state assessment tests
to every fourth and seventh
grader in Michigan’s 612 local
school districts next month,
Observerland educators are
wundenng just how valuable
the test actually is.

Having just received the
results. from the 1971 tests,
Observerland educators are
trying to figure out just what
the results mean and whether
the conclusions drawn from
the results are valid con-
sidering the questions asked
on the tests.

Educators and school board
members  in  Livonia,
Clarenceville, Farmington
and Garden City schoo!
districts have criticized the
tests.

“WE'RE JUST wondering if
this is a valid way to assess
the kids,” said Patricia J.

. Vickery, elementary con-
sultant to the Clarenceville
Schools.

Livonia School District
.Trustee Dr. A. Edward Katz,
who is a professional
psychologist, said some of the
1971 test results show a
“simple minded view” of the
complex functions involved in
education.

Southfield School Supt John
English said that. while there
were a lot of complaints about
the tests last year (1970), the
criticism appears to have died
out there this' year.

Dr. Don Shader, Garden

City school superintendent,.

said, “There is no objection to
having a viable state-wide
assessment program but we
do not think the (present) test
itself has proven to be reliable
or valid.”

THE MICHIGAN Assn. for
Supervision and Curriculum
Development (MASCD), a

SCHOOL DISTRICT:  GC w LYY EARM CVLE LIV SR STHFLD
{see footnotes)
pupli-teacher
ratio 27.4 10 50y 57 23
state equalized
low, 40 53 92
Jocal revenue Tow, 75y high, 83 97 I
state aid high, 60, low, 49 7
operating expense med, 85y 87 97
soclo-econemic
50 48.8 37 93 88 90
pupil attitude
towards school
grade 4 48.7  49.5 45 9 35 68 54
grade 7 43,3 50.5 65 33 20 57 28
Vocabulary
grade 4 50, 49 93 91 T 60 82 82
grade 7 51.2 50.5 83 95 3 80 93 92
Teading
grade 4 50 47.7 14 75 10 53 3 75
grade 7 50,5 49.7 83 90 46 72 93 86
Englioh mechanics
grade & 51,1 48,8 78 29 63 89 85
grade 7 * 49,0 74 83 51 75 93 83
mathenatics
51.3  48.8 82 19 70 69 78
grade 7 .51,1  49.8 T4 89 41 5 93 14
COMPOSITE SCORE
grade 4 50,8 48.5 % 1 65 80 82
grade 7 50, 49.5 88 45 s 3B 83

1971 ASSESSMENT TEST resuits for Observerfand -school districts
show that they generally ranked at or above the median percentile ranking
of other districts in the state. All scores given here are in percentiles (if a
school district has a 75 scored percentile, this means its median district
score was as high or higher than 75 per cent of the other districts in the
state). School districts are abbreviated here as follows: Garden City {GC):
Wayne-Westland (WW); Plymouth (PLYM): Farmington {FARM): Clarence-

ville (CVLE}: Livonia (LIV); Souf
Footnote 1 signifies an es!

te percentile while

Redford {SR); and Southfield {STHFLD).

Footnote 2 denotes a

rough evaluation. Figures which could not be obtained were left blank.

paper on the state assessment
tests in June.

“We find that the present
assessment program is um-
sound,” the MASCD position
said. “The validity and
reliability of the tests are not
established.”

The MASCD said it opposed
the assessment program in its
present form because the
State Department of
Education and the Legislature
do not use it to actually at-
tempt to change the quality of

in MASCD feel that a much
more promising direction lies
in a design for helping local
districts upgrade education.”

MUCH OF THE criticism of
the test has centered on the
first section which is designed
to measure the school districts
socio-economic status and
pupil attitude toward school.
The results of this portion of
the test are used in some
measure to determine how
much state aid will be given to
each district.
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“THIS (SECTION of. the
test) is particularly difficult
for fourth graders,” Mrs.
Vickery said. “They didn’t
know the answers to some of
the questions.”

Mrs. Vickery said the
Clarenceville fourth-graders”
difficulties with some of the
questions on the socio-
economic status part of the
test last year led to a minor
furor when the students went
home and asked their parents
the answers to some of the
questions they didn’t Know.

The parents, many of whom
did not know that the first
section of the-assessment test
is anonymous, saw the socio-
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economic status questions as
an invasion of their privacy.
They complained to the
Clarenceville Board of
Education, which in turn
asked the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education about the
matter.

The state told the board to
tell students not to answer any
questions about their socio-
economic status that they
didn't want to.

Mrs. Vickery guestioned
whether the results drawn
from the questions asked on
that portion of the test were
valid. “Frankly, I think there
aresome better questions they
could ask,” she said.

KATZ ALSO criticized the
number of questions used by
the test to determine attitudes
toward school and self
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The second portion of the
test Is designed to measure the
fourth and seventh graders
achievement in vocabulary
reading, English  and
mathematics.

.But educators have also

questioned this part of the
test. The mathematics
questions asked of fourth
graders have been called too’
difficult and more appropriate
for sixth graders.

“The reading test doesn’t
test reading as much as it does
speed,” Mrs. Vickery said.
She also criticized the varied
subject matters covered in the ,
reading test.

“Girls are not motivated to’
read about race cars, and boys
aren’t motivated to read about
dolls.”

THE TESTS were initially-
drawn up by the Educational
Testitg Service, a Princeton,;
N.J. research firm which-
prepares many educational
tests used across the country.
including the college entrance
exams known as the SAT tests
(Student Achievement Tests).

The State Board of
Education’s Bureau of
Research, Evaluation and
Assessment Services
(BREAS) works year-around
to extrapolate results from the
tests and to evaluate and
revise questions for the next
year's test.

While the exact content of
the 1972 assessment lests has
not been divulged as yet, the
preliminary BREAS report
indicates several changes
have been made from last
year's test, which included
several changes from the 1470
tests. [?

Katz had criticized “the
changes between the 1970 and
1971 tests. The questions on
the second test were weighed
differently than on the first
test so the results are no more
comparable than **apples and
oranges,” the Livonia school
trustee said. .

UNDER STATE law, each ’

Michigan schoal district with
fourth and seventh graders
must administer the annual
assessment test in accordance

with the State Department of
® e i
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