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Rallroad Eu“dlng in Nicaragua. 2

Pre rod b7 Matly Gegsraphic Soctety,
‘ashin,

tog, D. C—W U S
IOARAGUA has an aren of
some 50,000 equare - miles,
about equal to that of New
York state, and a populatlon of ap-
proximately 630,000, close to that
of the clty of Buflalo. It s the
largest of the Central Amerlean.re-
publics; many coansider it the most
beautitul, Much of the interlor ls
mountalnous; the coasts are gen-
erally flat, It faces the Paclfic,
with its béck door to the Atlantle.
Most of its people live In the citles
in'the western part of the repubile,
for ‘the ralnfall here is moderate as
compared with that of the enstern
const; the climate, although trop-
fedl; la agreeable, and the tand s
fertile.,

‘The cities of Chinandega, Leon,
Mapagus, Masaya and Granada are
loeated near the west coast and
along the one line of rallroad, ex-
tending from the port of Corinto,
on the Pacific, to Granada, the maln
port on Lake Nlcaragua. |

Managua, the capltal, Is the'larg-
est, and, although badly set back by
.thelearthquake and Bre that almost
‘destroyed the city In ‘the spring of
1931, will In time agaln become the
mogt fmportant business center of
“the) country.

" Missklto Indians.

tate title; “The Mosquito Coast.”
It gets Its name, not from the preva-
lence of mosquitoes, but from the
Here there 18 de-
clded evideace of negro blood, part-
Iy a herltage from the cargo of a
slave ghip that was wrecked on
the const years ngo, These blacks,
or mixed Indians and hIncLs’ called
“Sambos” or “Zawbos" wefe nvg-
mented by escaped slaves from the
plantations that sparsely dotted the
const in later years and by, rene-
gade slaves from Jamalca and other
islands of the West Indies.

The Mosquito coast was -also a
refuge for buccaneers and plrates
and was visited by many. trading
ships seeking turtle shells. As &
resvlt, the blood of the inhabitants
became badly mixed, and chatacter-
fstles of many races can be‘detect-

.ed Iu the present-day population.

San Juan del Norte (Greytown),
at the mouth of the San Juan river,

bas an. Engllsh-spegking negro pop- |’

ulation, Long ago the port had an
excellent barbor and was a’ thriy-
ing community, but drifting sands
bave closed the entrance from the
seqa, and now oanly an nccn;lonul
schooner calls.

In the boom days, when te Marl-
time Canal company undertook the

of a canal,

Leon and C clties of
artisans and small proprietors, are
Tocited among very fertile farming
lands and are the centers of the
sugar trade. Masaya Is an Indian
town and owes Its Importance to the
coffee-growing district on the Si-
errgs, located between the lakes
and the Pacific.

Granada owes her early growth
‘to. the fact that she was the chief
pm-: for the trade between Central
Amerlcu and Spaln, by way of
Lake Nicaragua and the San Juan
river. Her leading cltizens are not
only landed proprletors, but mer-
chants who sell goods In person
over the counters of thelr stores.

Matagalpa, the largest town off
_the] railroad, Is the center of an
Important coffee-growlng distrlet.
Because of Its altltude, It has a
mote agreable climate than the cit-
les)located in the plains; but the
absence of & rallroad, or even a
good highway connectlon with the
outslde world, has lhwarted its
growth.

| East and West Are Divided.

Eastern and western Nlcaragua
ure' divided by mountains and jun-
zlek.‘overed country, which have ef-
fectively prevented intercommuni-

cation except to 2 very minor de-
gree, The physical separation has
operated to prevent close political
unfon ‘and & common natfonal out-
look; to hamper trade and:com-
merce; and to obstruct a desirable
lnterchnnge of people and ideas.

In,_addition, the lack of a prac-
ticdble route to Its east coust has
forced virtually all of Nicaragun's
torelgn .commerce to seek a longer

and more roundabout route vit the
-west coast and the Panama canal.
For these remsons it bas, been the
desire of the government of Nica-
rague for iany years to open a
megns of communicatlon between
the west and east, elther by a
cdnnlization of the San Juan'river
or by the constructlon of a highway

¢ & rallroad. A highway has been
under constructlon from Managua
thirpugh Tipitapn to Rama, on the
Bldefields river, where boat connec.
tions can be made with Blueflelds,
the' largest port town on the Carib-
bean.

i The population of the country s
ovérwhelmingly of mixed Spanish
and Indlan blood, with Spanish the
unlversal language, although one
finds In Granada and the other lurge
towis many failles of pure Span-
1hi blood. Perhaps 10 per cent of
Lhe ‘population is pure Indian, found
mnauy in the area around. Masaya
and Matagalpa and {n the thinly
uet‘ﬂed cattle-raising sectlons of the
pravince of Chontales, east of Lake
Nicaragua.

'Still farther to the east, along
me Tivers that drain Into the Carib-
bedn north of Greytown, the Sumo
Imilun! have thelr homes. They

- aré o wild and timid race and have
resisted all Spanlsh influence. Thelr
“hats are simple structures, thatched
with palm leaves and located on
the banks of streams. Thelr worldly
possessions are confined to bows,
arrows, blowguns, and one or two
pois and pans.

;| The Mosquito Coast.

Part ‘of Nicaragua's Catibbean
coust hag the world's worst real es-

S

had visions of belng a metropolis;
Dow It is only a dreary commuplty of

' rusted tin and frame ahacks, with a
* population of 250 people.

« In spite of the Anancial dlfifcul-
tles that have been general through-
out the world and bave beén par-
ticularly trying in Nlcaragua, the
president of the republic hes Im-
proved the public schools and ballt
0ew roads and railrozds.

Along the country's roads you wiil
ocenslonally ' meet a  high-powered
car saorting its way over ruis and
bumps,” carrying some government
ofiicial or landed proprietor on busl-
ness best known to hlmself. The
car bas a .number of occupants,
usually half a dozen in excess of
its normal capacity, for the gov-
ernment officlal travels with bls
guards, bis frlends, and perhaps a
large part of his famlly, while the
usual car-owner always has his en-
tire family In the car and baggage

| and other lmpedimenta strapped on

the running board and anywhere
€élse that It can be suspended or
attached.

Gars Nearly Al American.

Practlcally all cars are American
make, and it 13 & tribute to thelr
stordiness that they can stand the
usage to which they are subjected.
New cars are frejueotly equipped
with extra spring leaves, as spare
parts are hard to get, and for serv-
ice on Nlcaraguan ronds springs
bave to be strong.

The cars on the roads are few
and far between, but they add the
touch ‘'which shows that you are
traveliog In a clvilized coun(\ry.

Coffee 1s the Main Crop.

The prosperity of the country de-
pends upon the coffee crop .and Its
price. Crops bave been good in re-
cent_years, but the price has been
very“low, For its future

Wayne County Leads In
Recreational Activity -

A quarter of a mlillion people of
all ages participate in the WPA
recreational ‘program fn Michifan
daily, Harry L. Plerson, itate: ad-
mihistrator} has reported.

Well over one million each week
come to playfields and centers lo-
cated in every part of the state to
share healthy, mind-stimulating ac-
tvity provided for leisure hours
by WPA recreational
more than 110,000 cultural and ath-
letic groups, - :
In Wayne county alone, records
for the -two-weeks ending May 21
show that 261,287 persons took part
in 3,275 rdcreational groups con-
ducted by [212 WPA workers .in
that period|
Of the niilllon in the state who
play or Indulge thelr favorite.hob-
bles, some |éome one day a week.
Most of thfm—boys and girls un-
der 18—return. day after day dur-

to engage In hundreds of diversi-
fied activities and hobbies, design-
ed by the {\WWPA ‘to build sound
minds and bodies.

Many of| the parUclpauls, and
more of the spectators, are adults

~—men and|women eager to emJoy
sports and| skill developlng pas-
times. - -
Pioneer [Resident

Of Clarenceville
Buried Thursday,

were held Thursday
morning for Mrs. Fredia Haag, 70,
of 21418 Hamilton avenue who
died Monday night at St. Josephs
hospital ‘in| Pontiac,

Mrs. Ha3ag had been suffering
with a cancer for the past lem
months. .
She leaves to mourn, her hus-
band, Henry Haag, one son, Hen-
ry Haag, Jf. of Chicago and one
sister, Mrs.| Beckman of New Jer-
sey. .
Mrs. Haag Had been a resident
ville for twelve years.
M. [Prisk of Clarenceville
M. E "Churrh ofticlated. Intérment
was In Oakwood Cemetery, Farm-
ington.

Services

of Clarenc

Schweiz
Visitors
Mr. and

ers Hopor Ohio
Over Week End

Mrs. Walter Schweizer
ehtertalned thirty guests over the
week end|honoring the latter's
nephew and family, Mr. and Mrs.
Edward \laxlan and son of Al
llance, Ohjo.'. Included in° the
guests el e Mr. and Mrs. Anfon
Schweizer [and son Kenneth, Mrs.
Carcline Schweizer, Mr. and Mrs.
J. Appman and son Jack, Miss
Nina Appman, M. Bryant Ralph,

r. and Mrs. Theodore Appman
and son James, Mr. and Mrs. J.
Mitchell ahd family, Mr. and Mrs.
T. Mitchgll and family, Martin
Williams, [Mr. and Mrs. Willlam
Schwelzer | and. sons, Miss Mary
Pappas, Mr. and Mrs. Edward L.
Maxlan agd son Michael,

ADA MARY BUTTON
TO GRADUATE FROM
MICHIGAN STATE

Ada Mafy Button of Farmington,
daughter pf Mr. and Mrs. Jay But-
ton, wili be among the 500 Michi-
gan men (and women who will

graduate | from Michigan State
College af East Launsing Monday,
June 15, at the seventy-efghth an-

nual commencement exercises .of
the institgtion,

Miss Bgtton will graduate from
the schogl of Home Economics.
She i8 a|member of the Omicron
Nu Sororfty, the Student Grange,
and the Home Economics Club.

Gradua
College this year number 550, the
largest sqnior class in the history
of the inptitution. The college be-
gan its work in education in 1857
as the first state institution in the

looks to the bullding of the canal
llnking the Pacific and the Carib-
bean. A prosperous Nicaragua will
no doubt mean a qulet Nicaragua,
for prosperity will mean roads, rall-
roads, and other publlc improve-
ments. & hungry man in Nicaragua
i a prospective recruit for one of
the bapdit gangs. Banditry probd-
ably will cease when any man seek-
ing work can get It and when every
man can boast of the few'dollars
rattling around {o bis pocket.

Gold in small quantities has been
produced in Nicarague for hundreds
of years. The richest mines are In
the province of Chontales. This
area Is also bandit-Infested, and the
mines are a favorite §eld for bandit
actlvlties. This situation has pre-
vented the instailation of modern
machinery or the.development of
the properties on a large scale,

The Babilonla mine at La Liber-

.tad has the distinctlon of having

had a young mining englneer named
Herbert Hoover counected at one
time with its. management. Here
only the richest strlkes are mow
worked, .the ore being brought to
the mill by pack mules.

Putting & canal across Nlcamgxm
1s u matter of utilizing some geo-
graphlc features and overcoming
others. Of outstanding importance
physieally .are the country’s moun-
talng and Its two great fresh-water
lakes In its central basin, “the Great
Lakes. of Central Amerlca,”

world to the study of
scientific|agriculture and has since
expanded] its currfculum to for-
estry, engineering, home econom-

fcs, appled. sclence, lberal srts,
veteripary medicine and-a gradu-
ate schodl.

As a greltde to Commencement

Week, tHe seniors are participat-
ing in Liyofeérn Night; Juoe 9, sen-
for swingout, June 8, senior play.

June 10-and are spounsoring & two
night water carnival June 12 and
13 on the historic Red Cedar riv-
er. The Rev, Edwin W. Bishop will
present {he baccalaureate sermon,
Sunday, June 14. The Commence-
ment adfiress will be given June
15 by Dy, Gordon Laing, professor
in the University of Chlcago,

Santo Domingo Founded in 1498

Santo { Domingo was founded ln
1488 ang has lived for more than
four and one-third centuries 25 per-
haps thg most pleturesque exnmple
of a Spanish colonlal town of the
Sixteenth century to be found any-
where. [It Is surrounded by anclent
walls with bastlons, and its streets
are strglght and narrow apd un-
changeable through the exlstence
of mas§ive houses bullt of stone
for permanence. The cathedral fo
this ear]lest of settlements has age
ot Its gwn, datlng from 1512, and
contalny the reputed tomb of Co-
fumbns.| Aad the cell in’which Co-
lumbus |and- hls brother were con-

fined Isjshown In the old fortress.

leaders in~

ing the spring and summer months .

es from Michigan State,



