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By WALDO L. CLEMENT'

© McCluro Nwrspapor Syndleate,
WNT Service.

I'l WAS ull Dud's fault, anyway,
o tlie family sald. He had want-
ed B companlon on his hunting and
tistilng _trlps, and kept egglng her’
00 |trylng to:make a boy out of
tery  Otherwise she ‘mizht have

rled some harmless chap la the.
ghborhood and lised justaround ,
corner,

Hulle was & wllling pupit,

nel,
the,

At an
carfled dolls and took tn climbing

tregs and pursuing the nefghbor's
cat

over the garage roof, Dad help-
ing|her with jgrtinent suggestions.
Ungles, nunts.cousins and lesser rel-
atides unlted in head shaking and.
prophested that she would come.to”
sonfe- bad end. Dad grinced.and
sholved her how to wind a bamboo
rod|and cast a trout fiy against the’

When Billie was sixteen Dad |
took her to his camp on the Arrow- |
hed| There were heated objections’
by |the family. It was Mom '\vhn_‘
ficel the last shot In the pessimlistic
assértion: “All right, go up there, |
ond live with the spiders and bugs.
It core you. Ha! Both of you'll
be [nighty glad to get home [nslde:
2 week You'll see.”

Billie tramped ten miles from,
the{rallrond with a twenty pounud;
sack on her hack, up over Ragged:
moyntaln.  She -drew in a deep !
bredth and stretched out her arms,
say|ng, “Oh, Dad, isn't it wonder-
Let's stay here forever.”
noon she reached the camp
abead of Dad, who was pufling

T Al

ear|y age she contemptuously dls-J

andj secretly wiplng sweat {rom his
neck. Dropping the sack she un-
Mmbered her rod and ran to the
stream. Twenty minutes later Dad
fonfd her with feet braced ‘and
rod| bent double, wrestling & two-
pouhd trout with her line snarled
abofit 8 boulder.

Fpr two yeurs they visited !he
camip whenever they could invent
excpses. :

A} eighteen Billie was s tall as
Dad. Her sllm, graceful body was
strafght and strong s a steel rod.
Her fulllipped mouth was the
color of wild sumac end her halr
gloved with the tich brown of au-|:
tump leaves in 2 Bun-lit pool. Good,
to look upon was Blilie, and men
desired her:

They came and went; doctors.
lawyers and candlestick makers,
They told her she was beautlful,
glorjous, divine. They proposed:

iage and promised to lny the
4 ot her fect, and none of them
d understand how she contrived
ay no without damaging thelr
esteem. Billle was that way.
Dpd and Blllie were puttering:
aroynd an open fire In front of- the
camp, planoiog .a swimming pool
and| prepariog supper at odd mo-
merjts. The sun was Just dropping|
down ‘over the mountains when a
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“TOO:MUCH
IMAGINATION

" WILkL\SON

Assoctated Newspapors,
| WU Service.

AVING been marrled to Mar-
H tha for five sears, ft ap-
peared to me that a clash
between her and Gall Ollis was lu-
evitnble.” ! to
*The Qllises weré the Arst people .
wé met after arrivicg In Bradleld.
They were our next door nelgh-
bors, and ‘when Jack Ollis learned
that T had come down from 'Frisco
to mher‘mumlnl for a . historical
aper I had contracted to' write, he
m\s mnre‘!lmn helptul.
,Gall was helpful,

By
©

too, but un-
llke her husband, she was faclined
toward loquaclouspess, and volun-
teered a lot of Information mbout
the personal background of her tam-
ily that T could have done lplen
dialy without.

After a while nncther quality
of Gail's began to mnke [tself known
6 us. | : -

Checking up of some of the facts
she had given me about Bradfleld
and Brndf‘eld‘s Dhistory, T dlscovered
that more; thnn 50 per cent of her
Information was erroneous.

This made Martha mad.

“She, mnkes 1t up Bs she goes
nlong,” she sald. “You ask her &
question. hod 1f she ‘doesn't know

' the answer she'll make 1t vp. And

even though she does know the an-
swer, she'll embellish It to such an
‘extent that by the time !IIE s through
the Infnrmu(lon I3 nseles

“Which wns true” *

You'se probably met peonle Uke
Gall—people who inre pretty - self-
confldent !and suré of themselves,
people who dislike admitting they
on’t know the answers to questions,
and so-make somethlog’ up, never
thinking ﬂmt yon might check on
them, * '

1t was true, nnd set the Ollises
had been nlve to us.

We werp strangers. and they took
us In, s lt were,

Save for this oue quallty In Gall,
we enJoyg(] thelr company.

“The best thlng to do7 I told
Martha, “is to let'Gall telk and dis-
count iPout balf ‘of what she says.

1 Watchod Martha Closaly, Dater-
mined to Step’Into the Breach I?
8he Reacted in the Manner 1
Thought Was Now Inevitable,

youpg man came wading down the;
strepm with a rolled blanket on his]
back and a slender rod o his hand,

Catehing ‘sight of Dad and -Bllite
he stopped and waved his handy
Dad beckoned hlmn over. "Have}
supper with Us.” he Invited In his.
offhand friendly way. “We're JnsL‘
golng to eat.”

Bjllie smlled.and the young ma 1
not hesitate a moment. “Withw

©. plegsure,” he sald, Aloglng his haty|

"ot

on {he ground and emptying quarts ]
Fater out of his boots. “Mey T
Intrpduce myself? Name Is Roscoé
‘Turper—friends call me Koss.'” He
grifned. “Hada't occurred to me,
I was hongry till you men(loned
supper. Ravenous now."”

j ey sat down to the rough plne,
e and Blllle poured coffee dnd,
ed out & heaping mound -of,

tabl
dis|

friefl trout, slzzling hot. Ross closed
“ his

eyes and soiffed the aroma.
ed in coromeal,” he murmured,
erently. He glaaced around at
brawling stream, the red sun
ping over the mountains and
pine. woods billowing In th
‘wlnd‘ “Worth ten years of ‘“ﬁ
's life” He nodded hls hEL\(
smiled at Bille. :
“Dply the favored few,” Blllle
ted, and binshed as his eyey
g to hers. t
Hoss ate hangrily. “Engleer;
told. them between monthtulx
uth  Amerlea mext mwonth m
d steel bridges for the rallroud“
hing 1o from the coastal cli
Dad's chlef engineer," he adds
proudly, “Says masbe IT gef
ugh of roughing it down there.”:
0ss stayed with them a weels
* Dug Insisted on 1t though the young.
mdn needed little urging. They'
med the. bllls together, They!
nt nights ‘under the stars and-
s climbieg mountains, Even Dad
id find no fanlt with him.

[Che day before he left Dad sat
o the porch and heard them talk-
ing. He heard Ross say, “Blllie, it’s
fwild country; mountains snd: un-
esplored rivers . . . Primitlve ped-
pE ... Snakes, spiders . . . Cll-
mpte mighty hard on white fnlksi
.| . Espect to stay fovr years” |

SllEnCE. Then Blllle's volce, edger.!
tijriling: “Oh, Ross, T'd love 1t.n '

The stakes marking the site of
tile swimming pool shone white ln
te dusk. -Dad pulled them up one
by one and tossed them' fnto. the
sfream. He glanced around: wist-
¢hily and filed his plge with fingers
that trembled n lttle, 'Tf I wera
ynung,' ve muttered. it T were

. Darned It T wonldo't gn

wp
reve
the

‘spun;
wlth them."

You see, Gall doesn't reslize what
she's ‘doing. She has one of those
rare Imagloatlons.  She Imaglnes
things go- vivldly that she belleres
herself:that they are true. And when
people belleve something is true, 1t
i -trué, as far as they sre con-
cerned.

“The trouble [3,” sald Martha,
“that you pever koow which half
to discount. It wouldn't be so bad’
1t Gall confived her windjamming to
facts and fancies about this crumby
old town'of Bradfield, but now ahe's
begun to' get personal.”

* “Personal?”

“Exactly. Last week I happened
to meet a lady whom I had known
years ugo 1n Seattle. I mentionedq
it to Gail, and after a moment’s
n:ongm ghe declared she knew just
who 1/mennt, and went on to tell
me the lady’s history and all about
her activitles. The same thing hap-
pened twn days later, only the lady
in thelcdse had been Introduced to
me. Gail knew all abont her, and
some of the things she sald weren't
particolarly flattering, The trouble
1s, 'minot sure whether Gall really

does kngw the people, or whether
she's rumnnclng. T don't llke to ask
the ‘ladles themselves for fear .Tll
dlgcover ! they never heard of Galfl,
and thereby find myself lo an em-
barrassing position. And I don't
ke to dispute Gail, becanse 'm-not
sure of my gronnd. Why, to hear
her talk Tou'd think she knew every-
ﬂllng and everybody. T'd just love
to heur her say, ‘I don’t know' once,
or ﬂnﬂ out ﬂeﬂnlle]y that she was
wrong."”

Walching: Martha a5 she talked, T
koew ‘a faint sense of misglving.

Martha 18 a stickler for honesty
2nd feets and practicabllity.

She likes to get at the root of
things, and toward bypocrites she
holds.n -particvlar averslon.

Subconselously, I knew that some
day, during one of Gall's long and
Jengthy ¢ effusions, Martha would
blow up; and make B few caustie re-
marks on her own hook that would
probably result In dissenslon be.
tween the two families.

1 drendzd this moment, though I
(eouldn® t blame Martha, and I sogght
to pnshone its ‘advent as lomg a8
posslble We were new. In Brad-
.field; ftiwould not help our afindlog
iany lo have trouble with our next
door ‘nefghbors,

The"¢limax came sooner than I
mecteﬂ ‘though it was of a nature
that was wholly surprisiog.

We were spending the evening
with me Ollises, apd Martha Was

"‘1

T -
telling of meeting a Mrs. ‘Harrison,
prcshlcm ot some clvic club that
wét on the other slde of the clty, &
pmmlnem figure.

Mnrlhﬂ began by describlng Mrs.
Hurrlspn and her actlvities quite
minutely, and then mentioned her
name.| “Iostaotly Gall laterrupted
with: l i .

“Mrs. Harrison? I think 1 know
her, Yes, I'm sure [ do Ske's rath-
er tallland slender, Isn't she?"

Martha’s lips set grimly.

In \(mv of the fact that she'd just
got through .describing Mrs. Har-
rison 43 tall and slender, there was
i no alternatlve but to cod affirma-
‘tlon, |

“I thought so,” Gall went on,
“She's| president of the Women's
Civic league. They rmeet once a
week ‘pver on the East side. Last
year, Mrs. Herrlson—"

And 8o -on and on for an unin-
terrupted ten mioutes.

White-faced, Martha sat and Hst-
ened, | -

She hadn't been allowed to folsh
ber ofn sentence, and she - was
forcedito hear over nnd over ngaln
the very facts about Mts. Harrlson

she'd Just got through telling, and

recited In a manner that would make
sou think Gall was presenting them
tor thé first time,

1 watched Martha closely, deter-
mlued ! to somehow step Into the
breach] !t she reacted In the manner
1 thought was now Inevitable. But
there was no need.

As Gall contirtied to buzz about
Mrs, Harrison, the expression on
Martha's facé gradually relaxed, and
a soggestlon of amusemeént came
into her eyes.

1 was puzzled.s

Later, in ours bedrnnm. T men-
tloned | Mrs. Harrison, and Martha
laughell out loud, “Wasn't Gall @
Acrenm“ she sald.

"1 adn't get It. What's 8o fanng?”

Marthe stopped laughing.

+“Darllng, 1t's'all a_watter of us-
ing the head. Yesterday It occurred
to ine [that If our suspiclons about
Gall's | Imagination were * justified,
others|in Bradfield must ‘have, no-
ticed It, ton, And If s0, how Is It
they let her continue? 1 hinted at
the matter to Mrs. Ruggles, with
whom [ have hecome quite well ac-
quainted. She smiled nt me in a
queer sort of way and admitted *hat
our reactlop was not unlike that .of
dozens! of others when they flist
came fo town, When T asked her
how tlley bore up under it all, sne
declardd thot ence you satisfy

your own mind that Gail

selt 1n
does make up storles, then you can
Jook upon - her lengthy recitations
with dmusement and renily get m
blg kick out of ber. So that's what
1 ann i

“Did what?" -

“Satlstied myself that hee knowl-
edge. ts really very limited, that all
her big talk Is renlly nothing tore
than a superlor comples, and that
it’s really more human to let her
&0 belleving you think she's o reg-
ular walking encyclopedia.”

“But how? How In the world afd
you discover Lt was ber Imagina-
tion?"

“Why, haven't yoo guessed? I
thought, of course, you knew what I

was up to” She laughed ngaln.
“Darling, there's no such person as
Mrs, Harrison or a Women's Civie

eague; I merely ‘mnde that up ont
of my|Imagloation. And Gall swal-
lowed ithe buft.”

Find ‘Animals Gain Weight
Through Use of Vitamin B

A new role for vitumln B, help-
tng thé body galn weight by bultding
up fat, Is suggested by experiments
reported by Drs. Dorothy V. Whip-
ple and Charles F. Church, of the
Unlversity of. Pennsylvanla School
of Medlcine,

Animals glven dlets that contalned
no fat/but plenty, of vitamlp B. were
able to galn more welght than-thelr
watdsjon the same fat-tree diet, but
without the sitawin, the experimert-
er recently told the American?So-
clety of Blologlcal Chemists. Com-
paring the average body composition

f the anlmals, the Investigators,
according to Sclence Service; found
that fat accounted for half the galo
B welght made by the animals on
the vitamin dlet. Water accounted
for the othier halt of the welght
gein. | The figures, they reported,
suggested the possibllity that vl
tamin'B plays a role In the building
p ofifat in the animal body.

Vitamio B ls found in moderats
amonnts in most natural foods, but
its chlet sources are whole-meal ce-
Teals,” yeast, peas, beans, egg yolk,
nuts, liver, kidney and heart. Lack

of thls vitamin causes beri-berl, a
digense mostly found in the Orlent,
but which can occur anywhere if
this vital food factor I3 omitted
from :the dlet.

Consequently, fat persons canmot
hope :to lose welght by omitting vi-

tamineB - trom thelr dlet, even 1f
the lavestigations reported today
are- confirmed ‘and the sitamtn 8
found actually to be Important In
welght-bullding. But thin persons
wnntlng to galn welght may In the
fu:nre be ndvised to add lberal
amnunts of the vitamin to thelr diet.

| Ute Old Stone Shaft

A istone sheft which served the
Pngrlm Fathers more than three
centaries ngd atlll serves a-useful
purposé at Plainville, Mass. It s
the Old Angle Tree monument, dat-
ing beck to 1828. The ghatt, 14 feet
high, once divided the Massachu-
setts Bay colony trom the Plymoutt
colooy. Now It marks the south
banndnry of the town of Plainville.
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