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Thurston Triumphs; Gains Playoffs

PagexiC, -

The final game of the
regular_season will be just
academic as far as Thurston is
concerned in the Greater
Livonia ; Connie  Mack
League’s Intemational
Division.

Thu.rswn wrapped up the
title in mnvmclng fashion and
earned the honor to advance
into the Mack district playoffs
by blanking the Livonia
Patriots (Franklin High), 6-0.

Steve Kreager, one of the
le prep pildnels last spring,

made it 50 in Mack play by
allowing only two hits while
fanning 10 and walking two.
The loss was charged to Tony
Kaseta.

THURSTON gained a 10
lead in the second inning when
Don Murdock tripled and
came in on Bob Ghannum's
sacrifice.

Ghannum’s triple knocked
in two more runs in the fourth
inning.
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’I‘he ladies of the household mlght as well be
forewarned.

Those hours and sometimes days when dad
spends mos?. of his life glued to the TV watching

football 3
Sure

are nght around the corner.
e, we're still in July and summer vacation

time snl] has several weeks to go. But football seems

to come

earher and earlier every year.

The'Lions and all the other pru teams already are

in training. A week from Friday, th

e AllStar game

comes up in Chicago and then you can start seeing

football
As

n the tube as a regular item every weekend.
f that isn’t enough, the Big Ten football

teams are swinging into their schedules even before

the high

schools, which is something new.

That’s because the Big Ten is expanding to 11

football

games and to get in that number, it's neces-

sary to.dpen practice’in August so first games can be

played o]

hSept.1. . .
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e was when coaches couldn’t gather their
til the week before Labor Day. -
now there’s nothing against conditioning
throughout the summer, as long as; technical-
is-no football or there are no foothall pads in

instead of just threé weeks of official
s, the prep teams now can engage in four,
is to be most beneficial for all concerned.

So, like it or not; football is here and that means

pro hpckey and basketball are just around the

corners,

too. Come Labor Day, or thereabouts, the

Red Wings and Pistons jump into their operations.
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ISITOR to Cranbrook School, where the

e prepanng for the 1971 finds optimism

all over the place.

is said to be the “year of the Lion” and from

oe Schmidt down, the feeling exists every-
" Il

re’s little doubt that the Lions began to jell
pwerhouse in the second half last season
ey came on to finish second and qualify for
ffs where they lost in heartbreaking fashion

midt has molded together a team, which has
ngredients of a winner. The Lions have the
ind the defense...or they will have by the time
ar season begins in late

In the fifth two Walks and
two errers produced still
another Thurston run while in
the seventh a walk and singles
by Dennis Poppenger and
Gordon Eszes accounted for
the final two Thurston runs of
the game,

The victory was Thurston’s
10th against one loss and one
tie.

In another Mack game,
North Farmington squeezed
past Tom's Service, 2-1, as
Harvey Sell bested Dave

Johns. Sell gave up three hits,
fanned four and walked three.
Johns was touched for five hits
and struck out fine.

Sell singled in North Far-
mington's first run in the third
inning and the winning
marker came across in the
sixth on -doubles by Marty
Raymond and Greg Brown.

Tom’s scored in the first
inning on Mark McKeefer’s
single, a ground out and an
error.

THURSTON CAME back®

Saturday to post another
victory — this tithe a 12-1 romp
over Farmington Harrison.

Mark Miller gave up only
one hit while fanning five as he
coasted along on the hill for
Thurston.

Meantime, Thurston
capitalized on wild Harrison
pltching — putting together 13
walks with seven hits. The big
Thurston inning was the third
when five walks along with
hits by Larry Poma and Mike

Robinson “brought in seven
runs and put the game out of
reach.
Poma was the only Thurston
player with two or more hits,
Tom’s Service rebounded
for a 5-2 win over Garden City
East as Kirk Price was the
winner in an unusual game.
Tom’s made only two hits
and had three walks, but was
helped along by errors.
Tom’s scored three times in
the first inning on only one hit -
by Frank Grebek ~ and tallied

two more in the third on two
walks and an error.

In other International
League Division, the Livgnia
Patriots (Franklin High)
downed Livonia Hubert
Realty (Livonia Stevenson), 3
1 .
Rob Hollandsworth allowed
only four hits to best Mike

Gee, who was touched for six.

hits and the defeat.

Nelson Cady tripled in Tim
Rose, who had singled, for the
only Hubert run and then the

Palriots finally tied the game
in the fifth on singles by
Karney Derderian, Paul
Sopsich and Hollandsworth.

The Patriots broke the
deadlock in the sixth when
Steve Crowe started matters
with a single. Ken Yuhasz was
safe on an error, Gary Allen
reached on a fielder’s choice,
Tony Kaseta sent out a
sacrifice fly and another
fielder's choice brought in the
second run of the inning and
the finale of the game.

Playoff Time For Little Leagues:

Remember the - South
Farmington Nationals?
They're the Little League
baseball team which became
the darlings of Observerland
last August when they won
just about everything in sight.
The South Farmington team

won the area, the district, the
S nal, the state, the
divisional and then the first
game in the national regionals_
before losing.

1t came within one victory of
a trip to the Little League

World Series at Williamsport,
a_ ¢

Beginning next week, South
Farmington will start the
defense of its long line of titles,

BUT THE TEAM will have
pretty much a new look. Most

the -players have graduated
from the 12-year-old category,
the maximum for Littie
Leaguers.

Gone, too, from the team is
manager Fred Wenson. He's
turned manager and will
umpire in the District Four

playoffs involving South
Farmington and most the
other Oakland County teams.

Richard Torigian has been
named to manage the South-
field Farminglon Nationals
which will play its first game
against the Davidson-

Lights Needed In Southfield

They're doing a lot for
sports in the various suburban
communities.

New hockey arenas...new
golf courses...more tennis
courts... .

But, there would appear to
be a major need for steps to be
taken to erect more baseball
diamonds with lights for night
action.

Southfield is a typical city
which should ‘light up for
baseball. Farmington |is
another.

Their American Legion
baseball teams this summer
have been finding it tough to
get in their games on
schedule.

In the case of Southfield, in
particular, the team now has
engaged in three ties, because
darkness set in before a
decision could be reached.

WHILE SOUTHFIELD still
remains tied with Waterford
for the 18th District League,
the team has failed to win or
lose in its last two starts.

First there was a 22 tie with
Waterford, then a 3-3 verdict
with Farmington Friday.

“We know that's not the way
baseball should be played, but
what can we do about it,” said
Will Oliver, the Southfield
manager after the deadlock
with Farmington.

“You can't keep playing
the dark. So, when a game is
tied, that's the way it has to

Twilight Legion games for
Farmi and i

ey’ll also have the schedule going for them,
they won't have as tough a slate as they did a

t they don’t know, of course, is how fortun-
1l be intheinjury department. That’s the
which has hurt the Lions most over the
Schmidt tells reporters: “lt's the unknown
hich could decide who wins or who loses.”
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their difficulties.

awhile, it appeared the Tigers might be able
mething, but that appears to be out of the
now. !

what you want, Billy Martin has done a
ous job of keepi.ng the Tigers together and
e went into the season with one’ pitcher in
Lolich and st this date he doesn’t have many p

club has battled through a series of injur-
e arms and aching legs to mention a couple of

‘em all together, the Tigers well might be
ith Cleveland and Washington, instead of
hey are -- enjoymg some respectability,
h their pennnnt hopes have gone down the

the Tigers always keep in the

spothgm and it should be no different this . weekend

when they return home for a series with the Oakland-

begin at 6 p.m. Since it gets
dark around 8, the teams have
to hustle along.

If there are any delays, or
extended innings, the teams
have their problems.

Fortunately, for Southfield,
the deadlocks haven't tumbled
the team from the lead. But
Southfield will have its work
cut out this week in the final
four games of lhe regular

_ schedule.

Single games are booked on
Wednesday at Berkley .and
_Friday at Troy for Southfield
“and then what amounts to a
*‘do-or-die” doubleheader at
Waterford on Sunday should
settle the divisional crown and
decide whether Southfield or

Waterford_advances to next Southfield at Troy, 6;
week’s regional competition. Farmington at Auburn Vacm1 1 1
Hotghts . m cieanyour iawn.
THE SOUTHFIELD- Sunday
i game develop ]

Gombar allowed two hits,
Fleming seven.

Farmington took a 3-1 lead
in-the game before Southfield
rallied to get even.

Here's the way the scoring
went:

In the Southfield second,
singles by Dennis O'Rourke,

Gary Martin and Gombar led
one run.

Fnrminglon scored twice in
its second inning. A walk and
an error led to one run.
Fleming's single knocked in
the second run of the inning
and put Farmington on top, 2+
1.

In the third inning, Rich
Stringer parked a homer for
Farmington and the lead now
was 3-1.

But Southfield rebounded
for a run in the fourth on
singles by Dan Damiani and
O'Rourke and a sacrifice fly
by Al Davis.

In the fifth, Southfield tied
the game on a walk, a single
by Gary Mazza and a sacrifice
fly by Dave Casl.

Birmingham American game
at Eton Field No. 1 in Bir-
mingham on July 29,
Birmingham American and
Davidson will oppose at Eton
Field in one of three games
next Tuesday. Southfield
National East will face North
Farmington-West Bloomfield
Inter-National at Farmington
Bond School and the South

Farmington Americans will |

take on Birmingham
Nationals at Eton in
‘Tuesday's other games.

THEN ON THURSDAY,
July 29, the pairings will be as
follows:

Beverly Hills vs. North
F:

The tie left with

an overall record of 15 wins,
two defeats and the three
deadlocks.

THERE HE GOES ... Mark Donohue zooms
under the wire to victory in the 200-mile for

International S

Indy cars at

Sandlot
Schedule

ADRAY LEAGUE
Wednesday

North Farmington vs.
Westland Cleaners, Garden:
City; Garden City vs. Red-
ford, Thurston; Northville:
Reef vs. Livonia Hubert
Realty, Cass Benlon. Games
at 6 p.m.

Friday
Plymouth Bidwell vs.
Redford, Ford, 6 p.m.; North,
Farmington vs. Livonia
Hubert, Ford, 8:30; Northville
vs. Garden City, Northville, 6.

°  Sunday
North Farmington vs.
Garden' City, Ford, 1:30;
Livonia Hubert vs. Westland
Cleaners, Ford, 6; Northville
vs. Plymouth Bidwell, Ford,

8:30.

AMERICAN LEGION

Wednesday
Southfield at Berkley, 6 p.m.
Frida;

before more than 35,000 spectators. It was
Donohuezﬁﬁk straight victory of a USAC indy-

type car

i -West
Nationals at Bond School.

South Farmington
American vs. Birmingham
National, Eton Field.

Southfield National-East vs.
Fenton at Southfield's Civic
Center.

North Farmington-West
Bloomfield American vs.
Hoily at Holly.

Avondale vs. North Far-
mington-West  Bloomfield
National, Bond School. *

Southfield American-North
vs. Birmingham Federal,
Eton Field No. 2.

Novi  vs. ..Southfield
American-South, Novi.

Walled Lake vs. Southfield
American-Birmingham  Na-
tional winner, Eton, No. 3.
All games will start at 5:30

pam.

‘The District Four playoff
title will be decided at South-
field on Aug. 7. -

The Snapper Grasshopper
-attachment. Itkeeps fallin

We call it the Grasshopper. But it takes
care of a lot more than just grass clip-
pings. And it's mounted in the back. to
offer easier handling and greater maneu-
verability as you vacuum clean your lawn.
The Grasshopper fits all 26"

Snapper Comets.

Holds six bushels and unloads in
seconds. So this fall save time with
Snapper and its Grasshopper attach-

and 30

.

needed.

Any season of the year,
work hard. They pick up leaves, pine straw and
most other light litter.
bag. ®Bag is between the handles, for close trim-
ming on both sides. ® ‘Down-flector”
walks and driveways clean, windrows leaves and
can be used in areas where bagging grass is not

the air. And off the ground.

Snapper V series mowers
®Big three-bushel

blows

SnappersV-21and 18

inlo a pitching gem between
Southfield’s Steve Gombar
and Farmington's John
Fleming.

at
games), 1:30; Walled Lake at
Farmington (2 games), 1:30.

Monday
Berkley at Farmington, 6.

S’field Softball

In men's Class A action in
Southfield, John Curly of
Miami Blue Water Pools
banged out three singles and a

In Men’s Class B, division A
Action Computer Service ran
their record to eight wins, one
loss with a 168 win over

[ 'SEE THEM AT A DEALER NEAR YOU!

WAYNE LAWN
and GARDEN CENTER

A.AA. LAWN

Sales and Service

MOWER

DAVE’'S ENGINE and

15040 SCHAEFER
2103 S. WAYNE RD. near Fenkel
1 mile N. of Michigan Ave.
WAYNE 721-5220 { DETROIT 491-2068
HARTOM
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