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| Spending some time,
thought and effort in caring

for shrubs and trees will

ShrubAnd Tree =i ™
. plant
Care Pays Off

man, according to Dr. Harold

Davidson, Michigan State

University professor of bor-
; ticulture.

_One common problem is

applying too much fertilizer,
or uneven distribution of
fertilizer. This can cause 2
dry, burned look in shrubs.
Davidson says that most trees
and shrubs don't need much
fertilizer. Their widespread
" roots will get some benefi!
from lawn fertilizers. !
However, a nltrogen
deficlency might show up in
some trees as a yellow or
bronze color at the edges of

leaves. Low potassium makes
trees drop their leaves early,
from the boitom up. Low
polassium _sprce will drop
older needles.

High salt content in pef
animal wastes can cause
problems for plants,
are plant sprays which repel
animals, however, these wash
off in the rain. Davidson

suggests putting barberry’

cuttings around the base of

bushes. Animals don't like to
step on the barberry. But
people don't like stepping on it
either, Davidson admitted.
Salt from winter highway
safety measures can turn
white and red pines brown
where salty spray or slush
covers them. However,
Austrian pine and spruce-
seem more able to withstand
this treatment. * The best

.solution is in the choice of

plants, if you have this
problem, Salt will not kill a
tree unless contact is
prolonged for many years.
However, salt may kill in-
dividual branches.

TREES sometimes kill
themselves by girdling their
trunks with their own roots.
Davidson recommends cut-
ting away roots that seem—to
be growing too tightly around
the base of a tree.

" HEAVY SNOWS and hard

winters can have a disastrous
effect on plants. If shrubs,
such as boxwood, have too
heavy a snow load, you may
need to shore them up with
protective stakes or fences. In
late winter, warm sun and
frozen ground may dehydrate
the plant. The Sun evaporates
moisture from the plant faster
than its roots can get water
from the frozen ground.

: Ne}v Lawn
Grass Now
: Avgilable

A, new lawn grass,

developed at Michigan State

- University, should be widely
available throughout the state
this fall.

The inew variety, Win-
tergreen, is a superior red
fescue grass that is tailored to .
Michigan growing conditions,
according to Drs. James
Beard and Fred Elliott, the
MSU crop scientists who

FULL l/lVE’suve $$a

developed it.
Beard and Elliott say that
Wintergreen compares

favorably to Pennlawn red
fescue,! and produces a very
thick tarf for lawns, parks,
cemeteries, raodsides and
industrial grounds.

~Also, Wintergreen is much
darker green, has superior
uniformity, stays greener
during the winter, and can be
grown under shady conditions.
Best of all, it produces good
turf with a minimum of fer-
tilizing- and watering. -
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crowns. Weeds can be kept
down by mulching or
cultivating.

Use 1 1/2 pounds of a high
nitrogen fertilizer for every
100 feet of row. A good fer-
tilizer ration is either 33-0-0 or
10-10-10. If the 10-10-10 is used
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After 10 to 12 years in the
same spot, rhubarb roots
should be divided. Dividing
will help prevent thin stalks.
However, dividing and
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rthubarb a helping hand for

storing 'food in its roots for

next winter. Fertilizing in-

creases; the chance of a good
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Plants provide both physical
and mental benefits for man,
according to Dr. John Carew,
Michigan State University
horticulturist. Plants can
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