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at his folks’ camp om Bear lake

and bedroom fireplaces, and one, in|
the kitchen range. By the ﬁrne
they were all going good it was'
dark. He went out to the coupe to
bring in supplies. It was raining.
Far down #be road he heard the
drum of a motor. Headlights swung
around a bend, slewing bock and
forth as the front wheels of the on-
coming car skidded in the wet mud.
The headlights came up behind
‘Pony's coupe and stopped. The
driver blew the horn lmpaumdy.
Tony came back down e walk
and peered in at the strange car.
The driver was a girl. It was lso—

|

“Oh, it's you. Merle decided|not
to come. Will you kindly move your
“Can't,” said Tony, “She’s stuck
in the mud.

“Oh, really?” said Isobel, arching
her brows.

“Yeah,” sald Tony, “really. Ang
unless you want to catch cold yow'd
better come up to the house where
it's warm.”

He turned and went back up the
path and was almost at the duat be-
fore he heard Isobel open-the door
of her roadster and start to follow.
Inside, he dumped his bundles ona
table, and turned to face her. “I've
called the garage. They'll be here
in a couple of hours."

“I'm bungry,” said Isobel, stand-
ing before the fire.

*“So am 1" sald Tony. He nodded
toward the bundles. “There's foad
there. Fry up some coffce and we'll
-eat” |

Isobel stared at the bundles and
then stared at Tony. After a min-
ute she picked up the bundles and
carried them into the kitchen. Tnny

beard her moving around there, the
clatter of dishes. Presently, she
called him and he went out. There
was food on the table and coffee.
He sat down and bit into 8 flapjack.
1t was like rubber.

“Lousy,” he snid.
you learn to cook?'

I never learned,”-said Isob
never had to. It you -don’
them you don't bave to eat,”

“'Oh, xenll:'{” said Tony, arching
his brow!

--Yeah," sald Tsobel, faintly
castic, “real

Tony ate Lbe rut of his flapjack
and two others. He also drank three
cups of coffee. Then they went into
the liviog-room, lit cigarettes and
sot before the fire. They smoked,
and dfter a moment Tony sal
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