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TownshipTax
Rate Is Again
"Redu@‘

Continuing further the reduction!
of Farmfegton Township . taxes
which has hc(\n in progress during
the past few years, the township
is able this year to get along with-
out levying any tax for operation
‘of the township government. In
the roll for 1938, turned over Wed-
‘mpsday morning by Supervisor
Atthur P. Coe to the {reasurer,
there is no levy for local purposes.
A year ago there was $2.00 per
thousand  valuatlon Jevied for
township operation.

The saving follows up a reduc-|”

tion made last year, when the rate
was reduced $3.50 per thousand as
a result of elimination of the debt
service ltem. Reductions totalling
$5.50 per thousand in two years,
and the elimination of tax for oper-
ation of the local government, puts
Farmiogton Township in a select
class among local governing units.
Roll 8 Per Cent Less
".The township roll this, year i3
about eight per cent less than thnl‘
of a year ago. totalling $57.812. 39‘
- for” 1938, as compared with 362

716.00 r'\!sed for 1937.

Ah increase in the county rate
prevented even @ greater saving.
The county rate this year is $4.10
per thousand for general purposes,
representing an increase of $110.
The county debt service is slightly
less, hexlng $1.26 as compared with
$1.40 for 1937. The amouy; for wel-
fare 1s the same, 31.00 er thou-
sand. The total tax rate for this
Jyear is $6.36 as compared with
$7.40 & year ago. Thus the net de-
crease is $1.04 per thousand, the
county raise of $1.10 serving to
offset part of the township saving,

Activity in building in the tow
ship is reflected in increased prop-
erty valuation, the assessments
this year ‘totalllng '$4,323,71
compared with $1,217,200
ago.

a year

Drain Tax Spread

* . Property-owners of one seclion
of the township will h¢ calléd upon
to pay for sewer facilities, levies
for which had been'held In abey-
ance for some years by litigation.
As a result of court decision, levies
are made this year for the Hazel
and  Clarencevilie drains, which
bad been Invoived in lltigation. A
mandanmus this year ordered the
special assessment spread, most of
the property being in Grand River
Crest Subdivision in the southeast
corner:of the township. The levy
upon property-owners amounts to
-$8,755.21, and the towunship-at-large
has
amounting to $166.36.

Inciuded in the-tax bills will be
the levy- for school purposes, total-
ling $29,824.56, for the eleven
school districts lying either whotly
or partialiy within the township.

an' assessment for this item

Township Tax Rate
Again Is Lowered

Farmington Townshlgs tax roll,
representing again a sub:mntlnl de-
crease from the Drevluus year's
o levy, has Jjust beencompleted by

1S

How Report Indlcates City
OUerpald $41,523 in 6 Years

1
i

Below is a portmn of the figures showing the ap-
parent error by whlch I‘armmgton City, from 1926 tm

,000 in

1931 paid over:

Covert road taxes whlchf

ahould have been Iennd according to the report, upon,

Farmmvton Township.

The roads for, which the taxes

t x
were levied are|

Orchard Lake, Twelve Mile, Eight Mile, Ten Mtle,l

Thirteen Mlle, Northwestern Highway, and.

Mile Road.

‘Amount Spread Upon
Farmington City

| 1926 3 6,09256
¢ 1927 5,701.92
1928 ' 8,153.85

5 ;1929 10,132.71
L1930 11,6833
1931 11,6039
Q- $53,425.16
N 11,902.09

Excess $41,523.07
Spread Upon City

. Instead of Township
[Thru Error

Nme

Correct Spread
o
1
3,068.45
2,294.97
1,526.35
©1,543.71
244.97
$11,902.09

|
$ 3,223.64 i

R,

Bu{ler Held by

Km s i‘ebtmrony Change Tuesday

As n result of testimony

cousin_of one of the suspects, 10-

gether with other ~evidence pre-
sented by the police, three nen are
held in county jail at Pontiac un-

der{ heavy bafl follawing exumina-
before municipal Judge John
J. Schulte on charges of theft of
guns from a Walled Lake hard-

ware store.
Playing an important part in the
holding of the men for Circuit

ri; trial was the lemmom of
n Butler, 17, of Novi.

Cor
Job

fied ‘against his co
Bufler, 24, of Nine Mile Road,
Farmington, as well as against

the;
er

other two suspects, The young-
Butler was released after it was
evealed that heihad had no part
{n tbe theft, and his only connec-
tion with the episode was that he
had gone with one of the others
on'a trip during which an effort
was made to pawn: some of the
property.

He assisted the police case with
evidence at the 'examination. and
is reg‘xrded as one of the most im-
portant witnesses In case it is nec-
essary to bring the other three to
trlal in Circuit Court. However. it
is believed they ma¥ plead guilty
when |arralgued at Pontidc. Police
sald they confessed 'soon after ar-
rest, but upon arraignment in jus-
tice cpurt, they.pleaded not guilty.

Bail Is $5.000

The, suspeets, captured by Dep-
uty DeVricudt in time to avert
what mlght bave developed into a
serluus Bun battle, were bound
over to the Circuit Court by Judge
Schulte, who set the bonds of
each’ nt $5,000, with two surctles
required The men are_accused of
hzu‘lug broken Into the Nook hard-
ware [store at Walled Lake and|"
stolen a large quantity of guns and
ammunltio

Accused nlong with Dale Butler
are Steve Sziber, 27 and Victor
Cuny,|17, ‘who had been Iiving at
Novi, {but who gave no home ad-

=

dress.| . X R
Assistant  Prosecutor William
Doharny presented the case for the

None of fhe defendants
unzel.

people.
had e

FARMINGTON MEN AT
WORK TO AID SCOUTS
Alexander, Supt. Robert
Burns, and Arthur Power are plan:
nlng Farmington's  participation
n the drive to be. held to raise
funds, for the Qakland area coun-
clli or Boy Scouts soon after the
first o! the year.
The; campaign, which already
has thc backing of the clvic- lead-

ers throughnut the ‘county, will be| H:

Supervisor Arthur P. Coe.

of a)

School Bus .

Wisdom Df TFarmington schuol
officials in making drastic changes
in the school bus system effective
next Tuesday, Detember 14, has
been especially evident durng the
past weel, when icy roads have
‘emphasized the difficulty and
danger of the present system.

During mernings this week the
single large bus, crowded on some:
runs with as many as $0 or more
pupiis. far above ifs normal capac-
ity, has brought cliildren to school
on the last trip more than half an
hourlate In the morning. The same
tardIness has characterized the re-

turn trips in the afternoon, child-| F¥

ren on the last run arriving home
not teng before nightfall.

Packing in of the children like-
the proverbiui sardines has not les-
sened the burden upon the driver’
in negotlating the slippery roads’
with the large heavy bus that s
difffcult to manage around sharp
corners on narrow streets, and onb
the steep hills,

Fatmington Board of Education
thus far has heard some response
from other distriets concerning its
requirement of pay for transporta-
tlon, sufficient to indicate -that
some provision will have to- be
made. There is enough to make ity
likely that an addltionnl small bus
may be needed, or posslbly a large.
heavy sedan at least.

Farmington officials are hopeful
that other distriet boards will

make known their decisions im-
mediately, rather than waiting un-
til-the last moment, in order that[
the transition may be made with
a minlmum of difficulty, It is hoped
that the new system will be tully
in effect by the middle of next
week.

Stores Decorated
For Christmas

Farmington stores are decorated
In accordance with the spirit of the
shopping season. i

Especially striking - window dis;
plays are that of Hatton's Farming-
ton Hardware whlch Is also ex-
tensively decorated!inside, Fred L.
Cook and Company aud Dickerson
Hardware. " The windows dlsclose
much ingenuity 'In presenting
Christmas merchandise In .an at-
tractive setting.

+ PARTY I3 PLANNED

The Brotherhood of Salem
Evangelical Chureh will ‘hold a
feather .party - Monday evening,
Degember 20, at Farmington Town
1. The public .is invited to at-

currled on In every communlfy,

tend and’ enjoy a pleasant evening.

i
s weel

v Farmmgton

nds
eer

Capture E;
 Gang’s Car

Not only his the alertness and
quick action of Daputy Jogeph De-
Vifendt of Farmington landed in
jail perpetrators of a haldup in
tthis territory,!but 2 large number
{of robberies In various- parts of
the metropolitan area are|said to
‘have been solved, as a result of the
ture of four men wid “stuck
flaurant

the_James Fanzini re
v

y morning

‘Thursd:

According to Detroit pol
capture puts an end to ¢
spread activities of a tou
numbering who iucl
their depredations a rec
light holdup of a lumber
office at Center Line. S
holdups in Detroit and vicl
said by Detroit police to b
admitted by the gang.

The remaining two mer
the outflt have been pi
since the Detroit officers
four following a call fron
DeVriepdt a few minutes
Fanzini hoklup

Face Detroit Gharg
. The suspecis have been| arraign-
ed in Detroit on charges of robblng
a beer g'mle)( and gasolink station
there. Inasmuch as the, arrests
took place iniDetroit, the jmen will
first face“charges there, However,
an Oakland County warrant. has
been Issued for them, and it De-
troit police fpil to gain cuxMc-
tion, the suspeets will be hrough

ice, the
e wide-
gh gang
uded in
nt day-
company
x other
nity are
ve been

nbers of
ked up
arrested
Deputy
[ter the

e

to Oakland County to stand trial,

Deputy DeVriendt this week re-
ceived dations and | con-
gratulations from officers | through-
out Oakland County, and dlso from
Detroit, upon the quick |thiuking
and action which made | possible
the capture of the robber gang, and

the termination of thelr preying up-

ron places of busiuess :md‘the pub-
i ' i
Goodfellows Plan
Annual Actmty
The annuall Goodfelows Fund

work is to be undertaken soon in

have been begun by lhe Exchange
Clubswith Judge John J} Schulte
heading that: organizatio)
mittee. Flo)‘d[Nlclmls will
treasurer. |
Others m\l

serve as

the Exchange com-

mittee are Vic Blakeslee! Howard
Otls, and Curtis  Hall. | Appoint-
ments were | made by President

Arthur Power.

MR. NIMROD |

Having a birthday Wednesday
wasn't enough of itself,| perhaps,
but combined :with the fact that he,
among rarmmgron\ hunters,
brought back his buck this year,
won for Delos Hamllng salute
from members of the Exchange

of last|

's com- 11}

1926 Th

Present Officials
Defer. Comment on
Road Tax Dlscovery :

i
Both Suparvlsor Coe of Farm!
ington Township and Mayor ,War-
nes of Farmington City, neither of
whom were in office when there
oczurre:d the apparent error in. levy-
ing Covert Road tax assessments
upon the City, indicated that| they
preferred to defer any extended
comment on the situation for the
present.

However,
marked:

“1 have not gone into the|mat-
ter, much, but | have looked up
mo&: of the assesgment warrants
issied to myself and predecessors,
and | find there was spread o the
Township rolls just what the| war-

Supervisor Cos re-

Of TOWIiShlp'

A huge govnrnmpnt
throughout six years, a:
Clty taxpayers may
in Covert road t
against Farmin,

accxdentally con
is receiving atte
come up at the
evening. . ‘

In 1929, 1930 4
ship-City separ:
was paying moy
taxes which sh|
Township, accor
after the separd

rarit from the County Clerk érder-
ed'to be spread, A supervisor
coyldn’t do otherwise and act
legally That would seem ta covs

in ;the matter.”

SCOUTS WEARING
AWARDS GIVEN !
AT HONOR COURT

%\eml Eo\ Scouts of Farming- |
ton Troop 45 are proud possessors
of. bright mew badges. following!
pxeacmmlan of the awards Monday r
cvening at a court of honor in M.
E. Community Hall.

Most important of the pxc»enn
tions was that'of an Eagle Badge!
ta Joséph (Bud) Norton, son or
Dr. amt Mrs, Joseph
A, first class badge and two ..u.nt
hndges were presented to .hck
Simuelson. The merit badges are'
for music and for bugling.

! John Winston Edgar and James
Youngblood  received mnderraol
pins.

IThe Eagle badge was presented
by Supt. R. C. Burns of Farming-:
tdn Schools, who called upon the
other of the recipient to pmupon
her son the coveted award.| Bud, .
who Is 16, joined Troop 45 Jul\
1933, became a second class [scum
on October 25 of that year, anfl was!
promoted to [irst class oun Apnl 3,
1935. On December 20, 1935 he at-
tdined ‘the rank of star scout, and;

he won Life Scout mnrm‘w on
August 1, 1836,
The Farmington Scou(=[ are

working for further advanceéinents!
and badges, There will be tyyo op-!
portunities for teview before the
big .Court of Houor to be held at
Pontiac durlng the Annual Round-
up February 25, 1938. At that tlme|

Club Wednesday. The salaam was
offered by Glenn Leland. l

an unusual pageant will be present:
ed, Troop 45 participating, ‘

F armmgton Meeting Bestin
50-Year Career, Says Judge

Seventy-eight e old next
Sunday, and with 50 yem{s of puh-
lic life as a background unequalled

* {in Oakland County, Prabate Judge

James H. Lynch has handed Farm-
ington “the paim” .for {providing
him with the outstanding recollec-
tion of a half century of political
and clvic activity crowded with
memorable episodes.

Speaking before Farmington Ex-
change Club Wednesday noon, the
veteran lawyer and political war-
rior told to cnlzens of ‘the com-
muoity the story of an’ event of
which few, i£ any of them ever
had heard—told it with the inlec-
tious humor and in the Inimitable
way that belongs only [to
Lynch, N

1t was 25 years ago, Ju
recalled, that: be came
Farmington from Pontlag
4t a political ‘rally, & D

ge Lynch
over to
to speak

speaker was, And in l‘\rmlngtun

occurred gomething that has never|

(Continued on Page 5)

Jim’ i

emocratic| '
rally of course, in view of who thé|:

i
{

JAMES H. LYNCH

! i .
|

Probate Judge i
i

;| set ifor the wedding

on for $11,660.3]

small item of

1, Report

i !
error repeated annually
a result of which Farmington

have paid as much as 541,523

axes which should have been assessed

rton Township from 1928: through

1931, is apparen tIy mdlcated by figures which have

e under scrutiny recently. The matter

Intion of officials and is expected to
City -Commission meetmg Monday

07

nd 1931, several years after ithe to
tion occurred Farmmgton City shll
e than $10, 000 a vear in Covert Rgad
buld have been assessed against the
ding to, the report. In 1931, five years
tion, Farmmgton City as levied | jup-
for such taxes, whereas the amount
it should ha\e aid, acéording to the statistics, was a
244 97 ‘representing the -balance .re-
er’ the Township's respons{bility malmng upon the Switzer Road, built in 1925, when

' the City had been a village, and as such, part of the
:"Township for tax purposes.

Some of the roads for which Farmmgtonv City has

been assessed 33’
are Northweste]
‘teen Mile Road
imost of these i
I{he city.

Back of the 4
ment between
: Farmington, wi
!the assets and ¢

ent, in accord

Tate a5:1931, according to the report,
rn Highway, "Twelve Mile Road, Thir-
Ten Mile Road, and Nine Mile Road
improvements bemg miles away from

pparent error is evidcntly the ag'ree-
he Township and former Village of
ereby when the latter became a city,
bligations were divided 73 and 27 per
nce with the valuations.

In some manner not yet ascertained, in 1926 and

| for the five sy
"evident mistake
i ship-at-large rd
that amount wi

{WOMAN'S CLUB
:TO HOLD ANNUAL
{CHRISTMAS BARTY

Farmington Womujn's Club will
{meez at the home of Mrs. Fred L.
! Cook on Wiimarth afeuue Wednes-
day, December 15, fqr their annual
i Christmas party: This year the
members are asked {o bring useful
glits for children, rafher than toys.
{These gifts will e distributed
;among children in the commuuity.
Any’ member who fjnds’ it impos-
sible to attend, is apked to please
send their gift. Thé program_ for
!the day is in chiarge of the Hospl-
tallty committee, Tep will be serv.
|ed following the program.
| At the last meetijg of the club,
eld at the home gf Mrs. George
| Checketts. Grady McKay, teacher
in ‘the Farmington| schools. aod
five of his pupils gdve a discourse
on “Peace.”

Last Friday, mey
Farmington club,
the' Northville club)
of the afternoon w
Brown, an attorney
who §5 an authorii
tlonat law. Miss Bro
dress on her trlp ar
Last year she toured the continent,
and made alimost 3 complete cir-
cuit of the globe, traveling all the
way by aeroplane, choir of 64
voices from the Nofthville school,
sang several selectjons. Tea was
served following |the program.
Other ghests at “this meeting in
cluded the clubs from . Redford,
Plymouth and Wayne.

hbers  of  the
ere guests of
The speaker
s Miss Grace
from Detroit
y- on interna-
vn gave an ad-
und the world.

INNOUNCED
l North Farm-

ENGAGEMENT A

Mrs. Mary Cnre\
ington

of her neice, Mlss Jennle Lam-
phere, 16 Loufs Krimb, of Eight
Mile road, Northville,

Though no definit, “date has been
it {8 planned

for the middie of December.

bsequent years, there contmued the
by which each year, after the Town-
ad tax was computed, 27 per cent of
s ordered spread against the City.

Although the ‘division agreement

v[oxms_ the background, just exactly

how the error ‘occurred and' was
repeated each year that the Covert
road taxes werc nssessed, has not

been ascertained. Covert road tax
assessments were discontinued in

1931, being paid sigee that. time
from the County’s share nl the
weight and gas tax. |

What remedy if jany (]I(! tax
payers of the City might have,
and against whom, is certain to be
an  involved, ‘dh‘ﬂcull question.
Spread of the tax was ordered by
the county, acting by what aulh0r~
ity has not developed, but the city
paid without questioning 1t for
six years, i “
$15.00 Per $1,000 |

The Covert road at large tax
which now appears ‘to' have! been
improperly pald by|the City tax-
payers, in 1929, 1930. and 1931
amounted to more than $15.00 per
thousand valudtion.i, The six-year
total is twice &s much as the City
now spreads each ,‘mr to upemu
its government.! :

One of the strange clrnumslanc
es surrounding; the. entire Matter

is that at the offices of the County '

Road Commlssion thiere is ng copy
of the FarmingtonTownship-City
separation agreement. There are
on file copies(Bt agreementsimade
when other vi| ages of the county
have become el fes.

Discovery of the; sttuation was

almost purely ’
road officlals;
fearful that tl
tax returns so

acclgental. County
renenlly became
e weight and Bas
me time soon may’
prove insufficient to meet the Co- .
vert road bongs. In that |event
tirst the County.and then thq local *
units would be; callgd on to'make _
up the defleit, Heads of thé var-
fous bodies have been called In
from time to time,;including Sup-
ervisor Coe of Farmington Town-
ship and -Mayor Warner of the
City, to consult on what the tax
situation might! be {1 it was heces-
sary to levy agaln.’ |
(Continued od Page 4)




