Wednesday, August 11, 1971

PO-BOX—s)
Did Drugs -
Kill Jim
Morrison?
Questions should be sent to
the Community Commission. '
on Drug Abuse, P.0. Box ~

Drugs, Livonia, Mich. 48151.
Q. Wasn't the death of the |
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known to ;ump or fall out of ;
windows in playful horsing ¢
around.

This would seem to be an’ 1
example of someone with a- -
pretty strong bent for self-
destruction whose almost
complete disregard for his
health finally caught up with .
him at a much too early age. -
Drugs were just one part of -
the problem, and probably not ©
the underlying cause. H

Q. What is angel dust? !
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fatal. 4 :
One way in which it is used ~
is to spray it on mint leaves, .
which then are dried, rolled
into a cigarette and smoked.
Both the mind altering and
lethal effects can be produced " .
by inhalation. .
“Angel dust” is obviously @
not an appropriate term for
this one. L
Q. Wasn't marijuana used, .|
in the past in this country for
medicinal porposes? If so,
was it really any good? Is
there any chance that it might
be used for some good medical -
effect now or in the future?
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narcotic. By that time, its use
had fallen off for several
reasons: unpredictability of
effects (due mostly to the
difficulty of producing a
product of standard, reliable
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potentency) and the advent of
newer drugs that were more
predictable in their actions
and more effective.

The drug was used to relieve
pain, to encourage sleep and
to soothe restlessness. Its

s
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most interesting use — and one

that was pretty well .
at least by the _
criteria of those times - was
treatment of migraine -
headache. Migraine, a fierce- |
ly painful and blindingly |
strong headache, is still very
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difficult to treat even today.
‘Whether the beneficial
effects for cannabis claimed
in the past for migraine would
hold up under today's more
critical methods of evaluating~ -

mended nor desirable in
treatment of a serious con-
dition such as migraine.
Without proper medical
supervision the use of this or
any other drug in self-
medication may womm the
course of the

Unfortunately, today s0
much time and expertise has
to be devoted to the problems |
arising from abuse of the drug *
that research into legitimate,
medical usage has been :
pushed mlo the background.
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