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Church 'Membership

Church membership should mean
one thing and one {hing enly; it
should mean that an Indlv[dual Is a
member of the church, and of a* partlr_
ular church, because He ls Interested
in religion and because the believes
that the particular church is the best
means of expressing religlon ,in an
organized way.

Church membership [s alwiys In
danger of degenerating into a matter
of expediency instead of being a-mat-

. ter of convictlon, To persons who do

not take -church. membership’ very
seriously'lt is_possible that it may ba
to them only a matter of convenlence.

One may belong to a certain church
because someone else” does, or be
cause It is;popular, or because it has
the best: bulldlnv, or hecause 4t repre-
sents the oldest tradition, or because
its members travel in hlgh society,
or because “our family has always

. : The first duty of man is to know God, to lave The Greate:
Why Go To Church? God and to serve God. And In return for il st Need of Our Why Should People Go To
God glves the Individual His peace. Country ] .
Church?

Many will recall'the answer giyen
to the question, *Why 1| Go
Church?, by the Hon. John Wana-
maker: “You might Just as pertine
ly inquire ‘Why do 1 eat?” or ‘Why) do
| sleep? because 1 find one Just as
necessary to my well-being as the
ather. | could eat well and slecp well,
nd yet be a very miserable man
without the splritual uplift that only
comes. fiom an attendance upon |the
Dlivine ordinances.”

Church going s necessary for|our
weli.being, Then too, It Is a Chrllllan
duty. The Apostle Paul was lnsp|reﬂ
to make the pronouncement: '#For-
sake not the assembllng of yourselves

' TO CHURC

Ou;\)uty To God

Cansider, that as our Savior, the night bufore

His passlon, bequeathed His peace to Hls,

clples, saying, John XIV, 27: ‘Peacs ! Inva
thee, My peace | give to you;’ so-also after His
resurrection He three times wished them His
peace, saying, “Peace be to you,” John XX.
But what kind of peace is there that He, so
much Ihculcates and so carnestly desires to jm-
part to those who love Him? Not the peace
which the world pretends to give, which' is
false and deceitful like itself—thoy aay ‘Peace,
peace and there is no peace,’ Ezekiel Xlil, 10—
‘but the peace of God which surpassethlall

understanding.! Philipplans 1V, 7.

A thiée fold peace; a peace of soul with God,
4 peace with everyone and a peace with him-
self, 1t is both the duty and happiness of a
Christian to maintain this triple peace. And
first, whoever desires any degree of happiness
either here or hercafter must take cars to keep ‘
an inviolable peace with God by ever flying ||
serious sin, which is at enmity with God, How
can there be any gocd for them that are at ‘war
with God. Who hath ever resisted Him and
hath had peace. Job |X, 4. The wicked are like
the raging sea, which cannot rest, and |the
waves thareof cast up dirt and mire; there is
no peace to the wicked saith the Lord God. 1s.

We are proud of the fact that we
are American citizans; but present
day condltions force|us to admit that
our country is mordlly on a decided
downward path, lany underlying
causes of the deplorable situation
might be mentioned, such as “love
of money,” Immoral movies and
vaudeville shows, digrespect shown to
law and authority etc.; but the real
cause s alack of Christianity on the
part of a large majarity of people in
our country, the lack of a consclous.
ness of sin, and the lack of faith in
the old Gospel of Jesus Chrlst. “The
fear of the Lord is [the beginning of
wisdom,” Psalms 111:10, “Righteous.
ness exalteth a nation; but sin is a
reproach to any people’ Psaims
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May | take this question out of the
abstract and give my own personal
reasons for golng to church? | go to
church for the following reasons:

1. Because | belleve in a God who is

all-doving and all-wise and who is®

worthy of praise and worship. | go
to worship Him. *

2. Because | realize that | hzy,e
sinned and God’s Word promlises
forgiveness and cleansing through
the precious blood of Christ,

3. Because | believe the Bible to be
the Word of God,and | want to
hear more of Him through His
word,

4. Because | would not want to live
in paganism and heathenism and
that [s what we would have with.
out the church.

5. Because to stay away from’ the'

church is to voté to close the

=
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béen in this churvh!'i ¢
together Unlike many other duties, 14134, Therefore ga to church and

fhear God's Word.
-

LvII, 20, 21,

. In order to maintain the peace of God i one
however, It is a great privilege.| Tho must have peace with his neighbor as much as
Lord promised to be present where- lies in him; for no one can lova God and at the
o same time hate’ his neighbor. It is therefore
both the duty and-happiness of a Christlan to
be at peace with all men, at feast as far as lies
in his powar; ta regounce all animosity!and
rancor, all discord and contention, all mallce
and envy, and whatever else is opposed to fra-
ternal charity.

And the third branch of the Christian pea:c
is to be at peace with one.self, that Internal
peace which maintains tranquility of the soul
by banishing any disturbance from within or

doors of the church. A church can-

not exist and offer Its benefits

without supporters. .

Because | want my children to

learn about God too and | do not

expect other people to be respons-
ible for the spiritual training of
my children.

7. Besause | love my country and |
realize that the nation which for-
gets God cannot long endure.

8. Because | need comfort in sorrow
.ond | find it alone in Christ and

Once we saw a church advertise-
ment .which appeated to peopls to
come to that church because it had
“adequate equipment and was free
from debt!” The chief appeaf that gether in His Name, and the predence
can ba made to a certain group of of the Lord always means. blessings
people is upon the bms nl bigness.

’ untold,

Church mcmuersmp is a matter
of religion; that is, it'is'a matter of
religion if it is worth anything, And it
is a serious business. Church mem-
bership must be refigious! More than

ur Savior says [John B8:47: “He 5
at is of God heareth God’s words;
ye therefore hear them not, because
ye are not of God”; and John 14:23:
“If a man love me,lhe will keep my
words; and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him and make
our abede with him. He that loveth
me not keeneth not|my sayings; and
the word which ye hear is not mine,
but the Father’s which sent me”

ever two or, three were gathere,

TR A ST

In the Church body there is oppor-
tunity for renewed strength; for lcom-

LTI

that it must hs Chris! And 1to be fort; for quiet; for fellowship: for without. And so man must mortify his evil in- His church.
Christian it must. first of all, be hon- the development of character and the clinations. 9. I enjoy the great h

; ¢ - At the same time remember that - i 9 ymns and music
est, Therefore, the pepson must, have cxhibitibn thereof. All of these are And this peace when it is perfect, is a certain Christ also sald: “Beware of false of the church such as “I Need

Thee Every Hour,” “When | Sur-
vey the Wondrous Cross,” and
great maslerpieces such as “The
Messiah.

10. 1 am going to pass out of this life
some day, if the Lord tarries, and
the church prepares me for this
experience.

1. 1 tike the people who go to church.

12. 1 go to church because 1 like to go.

foretaste of heaven; it i a kind of heaven upon

earth. In such souls God is pleased to dwell.
And so to obtain a realization of this three-

fold peaca we speak of, the Catholic auends

a reason for belonging to; the church.
And it must be a reason that goes
deeper than tradiuan‘ or sentiment
or persuasion by mends or by' the g to church is not primarily
minister. Church membership is, such because' the Church needs you, but Mass on Sunday. The Mass, the re-enactment
serious buisiness that. it is our belief ! 1 of the tragedy of Calvary—in order that by|this
that any ofie who doesinot have a . b"ﬂ“e; you need the Church. most excellent form of prayer, to ask of|God
real, religlous reason 'for his church i that supernatural help which enables him to

fs not honest, either, with | be at peace with God, his nelghbor and himself. and demand the réal food for your
an"; or iwith the church. ‘ : He gives to Ged tlh: Hr:: :ct‘;ofdthe l:‘(:w;veek— soul.

o an act of adoration which God as his Creator

| —Rev. Car] Schultz, Pstor, and Redeemer has absolute right to and by his | .
recognition of His Supreme Good to recelve ! i .
from God His blessing. | l ! —P-,Graupn:r, Pastor,

prophets which come to you In
sheep's clothing, biit inwardly they
are ravening wolves” Matt. 7:15. A
preacher who emrs} the people straw
and stubble of human philosophy in-
stead of the bread ol life, should not
be heard, but avmded Go to church

indeed priviteges of the Church.| The
most significant argument or reason

for goi

| !
- Rev.‘ D. C. Slubhs, [ i
PastoL Methodist Epvscopal church

Salem Evangelical Church —Rev. Gilbert Miles

.- . Rev. John Larkin, ; i Pastor, First Baptist Church

i of the Lutheran Church.
| s Our Lady of Sorrows Church ‘
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LOU'S DINING ROOM

EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED F_OR . ° GO TO CHURCH REGULARLY You'll always be ready for Church If y'ou have the whole
) SPRING REPAIRS | R
| ! . [ i family's ghi ired
" Get Your Choice Grocerles and Meats at lamily's ghoes repaired at
oMo bodr—bust Good DICKERSON HARDWARE , Sheiee | ;

me Cooked Food”

i Pl F' Dickerson

PAULINEL:’S MARKET | BOSTON SHOE REPAIRING

COMPLIMENTS OF SHOP A‘T YOUR LOCAL

v C i (J i .
FARMINGTON INSURANCE AGENCY A&P FOOD STORE

The pennies you save will leave more for your Church.

ATTEND CHURCH REGULARLY Time and laber saved with Electrical Home Appliances

Have Your; Prescriptions Filled Expertly
OAK PHARMACY
Farmlington - Michigan
Phone Farmington 9035°

leaves more time for Church work

"FARMINGTON APPLIANCE SHOP

Edgar S: Pierce

- ALL! KINDS OF INSURANCE

THE CHURCH LIGHTS THE WAY,
WE LIGHT YOUR HOME

DARLING’'S ELECTRIC SHOP

Timken Slient| Automatic Oil

BEAUTY TREATMENTS
Will [enhance your. Spring alllre
MARGARET'S BEAUTY SHOPPE

Phone 265 |
I |

THE FARMINGTON STATE BANK
MEMBER
Federal Reserve System ~
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE

8UY CHOICE MEATS AND POULTRY FROM
BROWNE'S MEAT MARKET
And Have iMore Time For Church Activites
Burners ' 33334 Frand River

Regular a{tnndancc at church will ;’rn your week

. |
n Time For Church With GO TO CHURCH EVERY SUNDAY

You'll Always Be

: off right. | ‘ } SMITH-BRADLEY
! ::ui Méitq 4 g at ., HI.SPEED GAS — OILS Enjoy Our Dellcious Baked Goods and lce Cream THE REXALL STORE
EROGER'S 1| ! | Complete Drug-Store Service

WHITE’S SERVICE STATION

Kodaks—Fill dy

Will Save and Pleace You

FARMING_TON BAKERY scrlp

O OO AR R TR AR

bonaE jHOWARD OTIil.kvmoum ANDREW [SALOW & SON W JCOMPL!MENTS oF BLAKESLEE MOTOR SALES
. ' ' Cars and Trucks PLUMBING & HEATING ; DURHAM & CO. e aHEVEOLEY — S
! ; i . |SHELL[gAs & olLs ! R — Service
i s Phoned | Fhone 318 Grfnd River gt‘lnkster Road Farmington — Phone 303
oriey on Your Automatile Parts If You

You Save
. KEEP THE HOME WARM

OLIN RUSSELL, INC.
Mercury

RIDE TO CI:-(URCH IlN THE LATEST MODE—
[ na ;New Hudson

LAKE DRIVE GARAGE

; First See
| INDIAN AUTO PARTS

‘ 26993 Grand River
% . | _Repairlng-Done | |

'FLOWERS |SAY ITIN A BEAUTIFUL waAY” ;
Enjoy a visit to our Greenhouse H

With that good Olga Pocahontas Coal

CLARK COAL CO.

Ford

Bhone 151

CLAYTON GOERS

DIRT — SAND — GRAVEL

Grand River and Roosevelt
Phane 54131 d

MAXWELL.J. SMITH, INC.

The REXALL Drug Store

ALDRICH'S NURSERIBS
FOR BETTER EVERGREENS
Grand River at Eight Mile Road

Grand River at Middlebelt
FLORIST .
Ave. b Phone REdford 1675 || — RE?FORD- {DETRGIT MICH.
) s ; ROBERTSON HARDWARE CO.
\ : | MOORE’'S PAINTS

. ALLIS-(!)HALMERS TRACTORS f Household Supplies Electrical Appliances

. Tools — Cutlefy — Hunting and Fishing Equipment
FARM MACHINERY —PARTS AND SERVICE

| NICK BOS

19462 Gaylord

ALWAYS ATTEND CHURCH
And.net Choice Meats and Poultry at

NETTE'S MARKET

Grand River at 8 Mile Road

RIDE TO CHURCH m COMFORT WITH A
i USED CAR
Also Phrts for Every Car

BEZESKY BROS. '

14458 Grand Rivar Ave, Grand River Ave.
at Strathmoor at 8 Mile Road

Phone 143 23603 Farmington Road Phone HQgarth 4108 Phone REdford 1099 | s ‘Grand River H
o ;
hAMLI S {FOODS OSEPH W. NORTON . compliMENTS OF IN THE SPRING A WOMAN'S FANCY RIGHTLY TURNS
1 H OSTEOPATHICv HHYSICIAN and SURGEON SPENCER J. HEENEY. TO A HOME, CLEANED AND RENEWED
PHONE 5| | . i E DELIVER GENERAL PRACTICE Everything for the Purpose at . ,

FU NERAL DIRECTOR

Farmlington
AMBULANCE SERVICE

33200 Grand 'Rjver Avenue,
TELEPHONE 404

MAC'S 5¢c to $1.00 STORE

- Farmington : i

KEEP YOUR CAR IN GOOD ORDER
Sece ‘

FRANK B. LEWIS
Dependable Car Repairing L
8 Mile Road at Inkster Road .

g ) § i
Drive to chur!h with SUPER SHELIL GAS — OIL — You'll Always Be Ready For Church If You Have Your RIDE TO CHURCH IIN coMFoRT AND SAFETY

GOODRIGH Tmas‘ Clothes Cleaned At Use Sinclair Products

‘ " | EAR! IER
: sazosI:arXEvaur i FARMINGTON CLEANERS BURNETT BROS\ SINCLAIR SERlVICE

__'__;MtE'r YOUR FRIENDS IN CHURCH -
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