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By HELEN R BARTON
© McClure Newspaper Srndl!nll.
Cl
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FTERWARD, when the event
was but a blurred memory,

Adele blamed the new dress

for the capriclous notlon to
“pluft” for a day, and see if one
truly got a thrill out of acting.

Adele was a stenographer in the
downtown financial- district and
drew a weekly pay envelope of $35,
$18 of which went each week to pay
her room and board, leaving $17
to make out the rest of her budget.
Sevan @ollars she mailed each week

0 her mother, who was living on an
up-sl:ne farm.

en doliars to buy clothes, for
carfare, amusements —; countless
things that the average g:ﬂ thinks
she cannot do without! Of course,
with the most adroit stretching, 1t
could not be made to cover all of
the demands made on jt—the poor
0ld ten dollars! Therefore Adele had
formed a habit of allowing herself
each year one “plunge.” This took
form in many different ways—an cx-
cursion, or an outing, or a much-
wanted set of books, or.new slippers,
or a wrap, or, in fact, whatever
happened to suggest itself to Adele’s
mind.

This year it was a marvellous
creation of a gray crepe gOwWn.

The gown, once purchased from
the exclusive avenue shop, loudly
demanded gray suede slippers and
a droopy hat—and was appeased
with the same (plus Adele’s adora-
ble self), as ornamentation. What if
the gown did cost her $60? It was
mmarked down from $120! And, with
the shoes and hat, {t made an even
hundred dollars.

I believe the feminine members
of my audience will know what 1
mean when 1 say that a gown with
this right-from the avenue shops air
inspires its wearer to a subtle, al-
most_unconscious, “‘air’—and al-
most ‘nconsciously the *air” is ac-

companied by a tiny, sub-conscious |

manner of “let’s pretend.’
Adele was wholly, adorably femi-

ine.

One evening the manager had pre-
sented each of his office force with
tickets to a very “high class” show
playing at one of the downtown
houses. It was an annual treat from
the management.

Thrilled, Adele donned the beauti-
ful new gown, slippers and hat, and
was amazed at the stranger who
gazed at her from her mirror.

Was this mpysterious, romantic

shadowy, glowing eyes, truly the
plain little stenographer of the
Blank and Dash bonding house?

Vibrantly alive to her charm—or
rather the inspiration of the gray
gown—Adele “plunged” on a taxi
and was hurried to the theater.

‘The show was very good and noth-
ing of import happened until, dur-
ing the third act, when Adele's at-
tention was held by a very dra-
matie scene, she failed to notice the
stranger who quictly seated himself
gext to her, and then rose, hastily
apologizing—tor sitting on her ha
The gray hat—crowning achieve-
ment of a f{aultless attire, was
ruined, and Adele was almost re-
duced to tears—inwardly. Out-
wardly she smiled deprecatingly and
murmured: “Please don’t concern
yourself—it was quite—nothing!"

“Qh, but I say! In these times a
hat like this — quite a fortune—
y'know! insisted: the ~agitated
youth,

“Do I look so hopelessly impov-
erished as that?" queried Adele,
latighingly.

Which merriment \vas the opening
wedge to a quick, easy friendship.

Later, as they dined at 2 tiny
Italian restaurant, Richard, the at-
tractive young man, casually said:

“Are you,just in town for some
shopping, or haven't your people left

yet

Adele gasped, but quickly recov-
ering, bluffed a bit further, by re-
plying, just as casually:

*“Oh, we haven't left yet. The
shore would be rather cold, with
the late spring—don’t you think?""

That night was one of the “larg-
est” of Adele's memory.

Used to boys of her own class;
she hadn't ever known the luxury
of theater, dinner, dance and cafe,
with miore dancing, until one o'clock
in the morning—followed by a long
drive through heavenly dusky parks
in a sumptuous sport car.

No, it was entirely novel, but
Adele was equal to {t—with bluff,

She played the patt of the "to-the:
manner-born” rich girl, and feoled
her new-found friend thoroughly.

However, fhe worst of bluffing is
that you hold the whole world by
your own measurements, -

"Fhus it happened that as they
turned back towarad town, and while
Richard was busy with some care-
ful driving, it m:r:urrcd to Adele that
a really wealthy young man
wouldn't be likely to “pick up” a
strange girl.

After a few moments'  intense
thought, she arrived at the conclu-
sion that the youth-was somebody's
chauffeur, and doubtless had cop-
fed his princely mannerisms from
his wealthy employer.

Soshe named a fictitious nddtcss
off the avenue, and was driven there
“quietly, so as not to awaken: the
tamily,” the while Richard divulged
that be was “'Richard Benton Crow-
1y,” of “the “Crowly Stecl Manu-
facturing company,” adding sotte

voce, this was the first time he had
met anyone who had given him such
a royal time. And wouldn't she
please let him call again?

Adele named a popular hang-out
tor wealthy youngsters, the Elite
cafe, and sugzested that she lunched
there quite frequently (not adding
“mentally") and w?uld doubtless
run across him.

As soon as the sport car was out
of sight, Adcle hastily left the ports
cochere of the mansion on the ave-

nue, and “beating” it out West Six-
ty-eighth street, caught a cross-town

car.

After a half hour she arrived,
tired, breathless, and thrilled, at
her boarding house,

And as she lay a few moments
recalling the vivid evening of pleas-
ure, she said to herself: “He was
just a bluffer—like me. And even
it he is edorable, he's too good an
actor to trust as a Sweetie—or hus-
band! He'd always be getting into
mischief. These kind are devils for
women—and then bluffing it. right
past me! Nix, sister, on these hard-
boiled blufferst™”

In a big city it is easy for people
to avoid meeting, especially when
one fancies one’s dream’ girl to be
the daughter of an exclusive family
—a family so exclusive that it has
instructed the butler to deny even
the existence of a daughter—and
the girl fancies her dream hero an
obscure chaufleur, who is merely
some “blufles

Thus it was that a year passed
before Adele noticed, in a Sunday
supplement of photographs, a pic-
ture of 2 man atticed in polo clothes,
riding a beautiful polo pony, and the
caption underncath: *Richard Den-
ton Crowly, expert poloist, leaves for
Canada to take part in the annual
polo tournament. Mr. Crowly is
the sole heir to the Crowly steel
works, and, besides keeping up his
father's business and old home, has
made a name in sport circles as an
expert polo player. Rumors of an
engagement 1o Miss June Haviland
are current. Both deny the rumor,
however."

Adele gasped, then muttered;
“Serves you right—bluffer! You
might have married a perfectly
wonderful millionaire—if you'd been
half-honest!”

Records of Quakertown, Pa.,
Recall Past as Richland
In 1788 what is now known as
Quakertown, Pa., was called The
Great Swamp or Richland. Main
strect then was a straggling coun-
try road, decp with mud, or in win-
ter deep with snow, says “The Al-
Ientown Call” A few houses were
located along this road, some of
them built of logs, and standing at
any angle to the highway.
The mails were carried on foot, or

i
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Wild Animals Organize
To Procure Food, Fight

Wild cats can do what chimpan-
zees, horses, and elephants cannot
accomplish. They can combine to
@nd food.

On Frigate, o lcmely coral 1slnnd
northeast of Mauritius, live
dreds of wild cats descended irum
survivors of a wreck Since there
is no other food for them, they have
learned to live on fish and to organ-
ize for catching them, They form a
dircle on the dry reef, and just be-
fore low water doses in, driving in
the fish which have; : remained be-
hind in the many small pools and
channels, A single drive may
yield a ton of fish.

The wild dog is equally clever,
states a writer in London Answers
magazine. The hyena dog of South
Africa, an oddly colored animal,
with markings of yellow, black, and
white, hunts in packs, Part of the
pack gets on the (raﬂ of a buck;
the rest go ahead zmd wait until the
first lot drive the qu:m'y close to
them, then they take up tHe chase.

The best example ‘of combination
among- animals is oﬂered by the
beaver. Men who have speat years
in watching these most intelligent
creatures, say that ¢very individual
in the coleny bas its own task in
building and keeping up the dam
which forms the pool in which the
whole colony lives. *

The shaggy musk ox of the Far
North lives in small herds. When
attacked by wolves, the bulls form
2 ring, with the cows and calves in
the center. The buifalo of the plains
had the same method D( defending
their young. .

Farmer Uses Oxcn
WEWOKA, OKLA.—Calvin Alvin
Rhodes, 71-year-old farmer, tills his
25 acres with oxen.

Accept Zoo Elephant

As Good Timekeeper
MANILA.—Goyo, Manila's one
and only elephant, who lives in
the Mehan gardens, has earned
the reputation of being an accu-
rate timekeeper. |

Promptly at 3:30 every after-
noon he blows his trumpet, per-
haps to announce to government
employees in the vicinity that it
would be only 30 minutes more
before quitting time, i

Goyo, however, does not bloj
his trumpet when he is impris-
oned in a cage for-bad behavior.
On Such oceasions he su!ks, but
keeps quiet, .

The accuracy ot Goyo's bel!uw-
ing is said to be so accurate that
Philippine army, officers whose
headquarters are ncar the gar-
dens set their watches by it
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Few books could be raund and few-
er newspapers. Indians had lved
in scattercd wigwams on Swamp
creck only 19 years previously.

The census of 1790 gives 147
houses in the township of Richland
and 890 inhabitants. A few enter-
prising nien decided to establish 2
library in the little hamlet at the
Crossroads in the swamp, and the
farmers came in on horseback or
in gigs, to start an educational in-
stitution which has been in exist-
ence without interruption since 1788,

The first record in the minute
book of 1788 reads as follows:

“Proposals to establish a library
in the township of Richland, Bucks
county, to be named the Richland
Library.”

“There were 21 articles outlined,
some of them quaint in wording
but strong in purpose. One article
read:

“That as soon 8s 20 members sub-
scribe 20 shillings each, they shall
mect at a convenient mite and place
to ‘chuse” a treasurer and that
each member without delay pay his
or her subscription into the hands
of said treasurer.

“No. 2. That the members or a
majority of them, at their said first
meeting shall “chuse” three direc-
tors, a librarian and on¢ or more
persons to purchase the books."

Dluscums of the World

New York has its Museum of Self-
Made Men, relics of the pioneer
builders of America. Parents take
their young hopefuls there to show
them what can be done if they are
nmbmous—nnd lucky. London has

 little private muscum of menu
nards, including that of the dinner
given in a Belgrade restaurant for
the officers who were to go off di-
rectly afterwards to assassinate
King Alexander and Queen Draga.
Oddest of alt, perhaps, says London
Answers Magaezine, is the Rat Leg-
end museum in Hamelin, Germany,
concerned with lore of that Pied
Piper who took so ruthless a re-
venge on local parents for stingily
dodging his promised payment for
luring out 2l _the rats with his
magic pipe. Drawings, cartoons,
and articles from all over the world
are treasured there.

Rabbits Blink Thelr Eyes
Many people insist that rabbits
never blink their eyes. The natur-
alist Seton. investigated this belie?
and found that, while rabbits” eyes
dom't wink nearly as often as those
of humans, they do on occasion, re-

tute.- After watching one rabbit for
about seven minutes, Seton says the
dnimal finally closed its "eyellds
very slowly and deliberately a cou-
ple of times, then went right back
to staring—without a single biink
for another comparatively long pe-
riod of time.

ports the ‘American Wildlife Instl-.
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