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So they've uightered up the strike zone in

baseball.

At least in the majors.

One supposes the colleges and high school
will get around to doing the same thing . . . in

s
an

attempt to get more hitting into the game.
In case you missed the stories last week,
here's the way the new rules will read next

season:

It'Nl be a strike only if a pitch crosses
entirely over the plate between the top of the
knees and the batter's arm pits.

No strike should be called any more if the
pitch just nips ihe cornef or if it crosses shoulder
high or even with the knees.

Tiger Catcher Bill Freehan, who should know,
doesn’t think the rule will affect the way the

umpires call ‘em.

“They have heen following these rules for
a long time, so it shouldn’t be any different
next season,” Freehan was saying.
One umpire friend, who works in the Ameri-

can League, concurred.

“We'll be calling the same as last year.”
. . .

ONE THING IS certain, the specific rules
may change, bul umpiring is a human thing and
different umpires sce strikes and balls in differ-

ent ways.
More than one

plate than Umpire Z.

Tiger pitcher will tell you that
™ he'd rather have Umpire A working behind the

“Heck, therc are umps who call a pitch
two inches ouiside the plate a strike,”” one

Tiger pitcher declared
“And

iast season.

then ihere are other guys who make

vou bring the ball in waist high and entirely over

the dish before they will call a strike.”
Sportscaster Al Ackerman, who is featured on

a show during the summer on Channel 4 with Red

Jones,

a former American League ump,

was

relating a Jones story al lunch the other day.
“Jones was just a rookie in the American
League and was working with Cal Hubbard,
now the ump in-chief,” Ackerman said.
“Red tried to make sure that he called every

pitch

man. “But it was a long g

just right—and he was,” continued Acker-

ame and in the sixth or

seventh inning, Hubbard walked up to his partner
and complimented hiin for a good job.

“Then Hubbaid added: ‘But widen

that plate

out. Red. or we'll be nere all night.”
. . .

WHAT HUBBARD SAID to Jones brings back
a lot of memories to yours truly. It happens al-
most every spring or summer when we're trying
to pet some exzarcise and enjoyment umpiring on
the sandlots or in high school or college games.

You find yourself in a long game.

it's lop-

sided. One team has a_10-run lead.
A player from ihe leading team gets up

there to hit. The opposition

pitching has been

sick all day . . . pitcher after pitcher not being
able to locate the plate.
So the ump suddenly decides to stretch out the
strike zone and the poor kid finds himself with a
ctrike or two against him on pitches which ordi-

narily might be a tall.
But, one thinf

an umpire tries never to do—

that's call a bad third strike.
You might miss on a first or second strike
... but it's a sin to goof on the third one. The
batter doesn’t have another chance if you call

him out on a bad one.

Of course, there are times you call a third

strike on a bad pitch. It just happens ..
when you know a pitch comes busting

there and you yell:
“BALL.”

. just as
right in

.

.
IF BASEBALL REALLY wants to speed up

the game,
olic League

why not adopf what the Detroit Cath-
has followed during the past two

years—a strike-two and ball-three game?
In the Parochial League, which includes area

teams such as Our Lady
batter is out when he gets

and Bishop Borgess, a

of Sorrows, St. Agatha

two strikes. He walks on three balls.
The rules have served two good purposes:
1—It has specded up games.
2—It has put; more attack in the games.
Batters learned that they couldn't stand up
there and wait [or pitches. If they watched as the

ball sailed up there,
a jam

they'd get themselves into

1t's worked well for the pitcher. He can't

afford to waste many pitches.
He must work harder to get the ball over . . .

and when he does . . .

the batter has a better

chance to sock the ball someplace.
1 . . «

FOR THE MAJORS to adopt such a rule . . .
or a rule whereby there could be a set pinch-
hitter for the pitcher vould be too revolutionary.

The baseball people don't think that way.
They are content, Ly end large, to sit on their

hands and wait.

Baseball should have inter-league play,
whereby teams in the American League meet-
others in the National during the season.

It hasn't happened. A few owners have said

they'd never go for that.
for changing rules for the sake

We're not onc
of changin,

Foo(!%nll suffered by knocking out the two-
team business for offense and defense and
then restore it on the college level.

Basketball has had too many changes in col-

lege and prep gamnes.

But when there is something that can really
help a sport, why not give it a shot?

Yes, why nol?

Maybe the new commissioner will.

Siyowmobilé Safaris

Golng on winter safaris in
snow country, on snowmoblles,
15 a growing pastime,

Though it’s hard to say when
the first snowmobile safari got
underway, chances are It was
introduced  to Americans in
1959,

It didn’t take snowmoblle
owners long to realize that the
fun of snowmobiling could be
multipligd by. stretchiog out~
door bours into days withover=
night stops at Jodges or camp=
,sites, welcome meals around &
campfire, time to explore,

‘Whoever organized the first
safari started something that
has captivated thousands ...
urbanites, rural folk, camplag
enthusiasts and explorer types.

R s s

GETTING TO the point of
departure is no problem. A
motorized camper or & car can

back of & staticn wagon or pick-
up truck,

Routing the safari is a mate
ter; of chaice.
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DOWN ON HIS KNEES goes Bill Styles (23),
of Redford Union, after being tripped by South-
field's Rick Ellison (44) after a wild scramble for

Salute Goes
To Defense
At Borgess

It's not often in modern-day
basketball that players draw
much praise for their defen-
slve work,

But
Bishop Borgess forged over
Bishop Foley, names like Steve
Shaw and Dave Cranovich rated
salutes -~ for keeping the op-
position in check,

The pair helped Borgesscon-
tain Foley to just six points
in the first period and seven
in the third as Dorgess built
up enough of a working-point
margin to emerge with a 53-
42 victory.

Mark Quary accounted for 24
points for the winners as Bor-
gess took a 14-6 lead after one
period, led 30-20 at the hall
and entered the final period
with a 43-27 edge.

Jim Pomaranskl was second
in scoring for the winners with
nine pofats.

Borgess hit well trom the
field, most of the night, es-
pecially while the starters were
on the floor.

U-M Banks
Michigan,
Ohio Talent

Michigan’s football success
this past season was bullt pri-
marily on talent recruited from
Michigan and Ohio. That was
indicated in the Ust of letter=
winners for the 1968 season
recently released by Head
Coach Bump Elilott.

Varsity awards were given
to 27 players from. Michigan
and 18 from Ohto.

Michi; ootball 'was

© wrestlers

in the 53-42 victory

High's
emerged with the

Cold Half
Costly For
Schoolcraft

A cold-shooting'* second half
turned what had been a close
battle for Schoolcraft College
into a runaway for Alpena CC
Saturday night.

When Schodlcraft paused for
the halftime break, the score
read 32-30 for Alpena,

But Alpena ran up 47 polnts
in the second half to 32 for
Schoolcraft and left the floor
a79-57 winner,

Carl Jones was the hot shot
for Alpend, scoring 19 of his27
points after the Intermission,

North Farmington

* Marty Schedy added 25 to the

winners’ cause. -

Marvin Lane, Spencer Hay-
wood's former teammate at De~
troft Pershing High, paced the
losers with 26 polnts,

Schoolcraft plays at Heary
Ford CC in Dearborn Friday
night and will seek to even
its record which now stands-
at one victory and two defeats.,

Howie Broadman
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the ball. Southfield won a thriller from RU when

a last second shot rolled around the rim and
dropped off. (Observer photo by Vince Witek)

Raiders Wrestle To Title

165 -- Mike Cannon (NF)
decisioned Jim Kittle (RU},
175 -- Dave Brown (FR) de-
cisloned Scott Frazler (West).

Heavyweight -- Bob Qualls
(RU) decisioned Mike McClain
(West),

feam trophy In the Garden City
West guadrangular tournament.
‘The Ralders scored 47 points
to Flat Rock’s 39, Redford Un-
fon’s 36 and host West's 34,
The final results for titles:
95 pounds -- Ken Haller (NF)
dectsfoned Jeff Vagen (FR).
103 -- Ken Coaker (FR) de-
cisioned Dennis Blackmore
(RU), N
112 -- Bob Morrls (RU) won
on default,
120 -- Tom Toohey (NF)
decisioned Rick Stewart (West).
127 -- Lee Scott (RU) de-
cisjoned Gary Chapman (NF),
133 -- Mike Eickhoff (NF)
pinned John Kazen (W), 3:33,
138 -- Terry Rhoades (West)
planed Steve Wilson (NF) 3:17.
145 -- Bill Taylor (FR) de-
cistoned Don Neuenswander

(NF).

154 -- Wally Sisier (FR)
decisloned Steve Low (NF).
s - -

AFTER 10 DAYS rest from
game action, the Detrolt Lions
go back to work Sunday ln
Atlanta,

The Lions, by winning, could

hurt themselves, They wouldnt
be able to draw as early In
the forthcoming college draft.

1t's expected that BIlI Munson
will be back at quarterback
for the Lions who haven’t won
in thefr last seven games.

They end the season next
Sunday at Washington.
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Sorrows Stages
Wild Point Story

Our Lady of Sorrows turned
loose with a mighty offensive
punch to gain a 73-57 victory
over Waterford Our ‘Lady of
the Lakes,

Last spring, the Lakes reach-
ed the quarterfinals in the state
high school basketball tourna-
ment, but loss of most of the
team’s stars is being felt.

With Terry Doyle aid Dennis,
Hobbing hitting well in the first
period, Sorrows pulled ahead,
20-14, in the first period and
stayed In command the rest

St. Agatha

. Blitzed By

Mt. Carmel

St, Agatha High’s basketball
team will have to spend the
week brushing up on its de-
fense.

A 101-63 trouncing at the
hands of Mt, Carmel didn’t help
the Townshippers In their bid
to Improve their record in the
Cattiollc League’s Southwest
Division.

While Jerry Myron had 26
points tor the winners, the tall-
er, stronger Mt, Carmel team
poasted too much of a one-two
punch in PatGallagher andGary
Lybik,

‘They combined for 49 points
Between thetn, Gallagher getting
26 and Lybik 23, Gallagher al-
so plcked off 15 rebounds as
Mt, Carmel dominated the
boards at both ends of thefloor,

of the way, =

Doyle flipped in 17 points
during the game while Mixe
Hart meshed 13 and Dan Me:
Grath had 10,

Most of the OLLH scoring
was' accounted for by Jerry
Yesbick and Pat McColgarthy
who had 15 and 14 polnts, re-
spectively,

The victory gave Sorrows a
1-1 record n Catholic League
piay,

The wimners had a 27-23
edge In fleld goals and made
19 out of 36 free throws to
11-23 for the losers. .

ad 13

ELECTED co-captain of
the 1969 Albion College
football team is Rick Ben-
singer, @ junior from Farm-
ington. He was one of the
top defensive backs for the
Britons who finished second
in the Michigan Intercolle-
giate Athletic Association
grid standings during the
past season.
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BRAND FOR BRAND, TIRE FOR TIRE ... OUR EVERY.
DAY PRICES ARE THE LOWEST ANYWHERE!

“$NOW TIRES & WHEELS

NEW STEEL ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT

FULL 4 PLY

SNOW TIRE

REMOVAL

48.MO. GUAR.

I'ADD $2.00 FOR l
WHITEWALLS

~ TIRES
STUDDED

‘a2
ANY
sz

: FREE SNOW TIRE
REMOVAL & MOUNTING
SPRING & FALL

Is Runnerup In

Fencihg Tourney

EAST LANSING -- Farm=
ington’s Howard Broadman took
runner-up honors in the recent
Michigan State University
intramural foll fencing meet,
placing second in the fleld of
20 contestants,

Broadman, a freshman, is
the son of Mr. and Mrs, Syl
van Broadman of 25705 Mid-
dle Belt Rd,, Farmington,

2
largely constructed around
players from these two states
in addition to Illinols. Oaly
four other states, Tennessee,
Texas, Pennsylvania and New
Jersey, were represented on
the letter-winning list.
Michigan finished with an
8-2 season record and posted
a fine 6-1 mark for a second-
place finish in the Big Ten.
Because of this success, an
unusually large number of play=
ers were able to compete in
many of Michigan’s victories.
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WOULDN'T YOU REALLY
RATHER HAVE A

BUICK?

HAROLD DIETRICH

BUICK — OPEL
3939 SOUTH WAYNE ROAD
WAYNE 728-2000

HE OUTPOST SADDLERY

WESTERN AND
ENGLISH WEAR

®SADDLES
®8007S

HATS

WESTERN JEWELRY
® COMPLETE
LINE OF TACK

INDOOR RIDING ARENA
TAKING RESERVATIONS
for BOARDING

=
‘\
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POOL TABLES

FISCHER - BRUNSWICK
AUTNOIIII’ED DE.ALEI?
SALES AND SERVICE
FOURTH YEAR
BUY NOW FOR
CHRISTMAS DELIVERIES

EMPIRE BY FISCHER

>

Garden City’s Largest
Display of Quarried
Slate, Marbie Honey-
comb Bumper Tables
Imported Cues

FREE:

TABLE TENNIS SET
$10 VALUE- with pur-

chage of Pool Table g
and Table Tennis Top.

GOLF SALE
30-50% OFF
LIST PRICE
FOR CHRISTMAS

HAGEN - SPALDING N
McGREGOR-WORTHINGTON

BAGS, BALLS,
CARTS, SHOES, ETC.

TENNIS
BOWLING
SUPPLIES

90 DAYS - BANX TERMS
MICHIGAN BANKARD

CLUB 'n’ CUE!
FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED
*‘LOW.PRICES —
HIGH INTEGRITY""
L 27549 WARREN
1 Block West of Inkster
PHONE 425-7840
SUNDAY 12-6 p.m.
PAILV 10:30-9 p.m.
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snow  NO MONEY DOWN
(LWL 10
MOUNTING | Ci 35-MO. GUAR.

10”
5.85x15 7.75x16

 6.45x14 7.35x15
 5.60x15 6.95x14
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Twlce the mileage of srdlnoty o

EXTRA WIDE OVAL

BELTED FIBERGLASS

w Hren

SUPER TRACTION

® Litetime rantes St Regular ps,‘."

oo Phce o

-Oulet Ramsing Froid | s8%3k | ST7A%
© Wide Track Profle. &7 7]
ECE .38
T"“:z' G708 | 7547
MILEARE R D

FREMIUN
WIDE TRACK -

TIRES
STUDDED

$ /] 00

ANY
stz

FREE SNOW TIRE
REMOVAL & MOUNTING
SPRING & FALL

ALL CREDIT HONORED—S30-DAYS SAME AS CASH

CARDEN CITY

ARROW

Al Srores Open Daily § ¢ 8 om

TAYLOR

ALLIED

TIRE
21533 Lrone ont
101 s0as
A1l Stor Oren Dt 3 40 25 m

AN Stores Opem Daly 9 #m 86 m

EAST DETROIT

ASTRO
TIRE

THITE Bgh e Road

3845
Al Suers Open Daily 93 m am
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