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That last week’s bussing
hassle in Pontiac erupted with
the violence it did should have
surprised nobody. After all,
bussing stabs a bigger bunch of
tender nerves tham any other
public issue today - race, educa-
tion, safety of children in school,
¢-citizen control of the schools,
parent control of children.

The suburbs from here to the
south of Pontiac are virtually
entirely white, with the exception
of a part of Westland. They are
quite different in racial composi-
tion from Pontiac; their school
systems are quite different; the
social problems these suburban
communities must overcome are
not those facing Pontiac. _

Yet the bussing of children to
the north has touched off a wave
of fear here. Unfortunately, the
best way to put it is also the most
blunt: ““When are they gonna
start bussing niggers in here?"”

The irony of it is that you
wouldn’t expect it out of West-
land - a city that was incorporat-
ed “defensively,” to protect the

WillSchool Bu'séing Come

To Area? Probably Not

THE ANSWER IS probably
not for a long time, if ever. A
number of reasons have been
offered explaining why bussing
probably won't occur in these
communities. Most of them are
wrong.

1) The courts don't have the
authority to bus students across
school district boundaries. This is
nonsense, particularly if a case
testing this issue comes before a
federal court.

2) Massive citizen protest
will stop any bussing before it
gets started. The Pontiac situa-
tion put this argument to the test,
and as the second week of buss-

_ing goes on it seems that even the
National Action Group's protest
is gradually fizzling out.
Further, most of the American
public still holds to the idea that
you don’t break the law, and if
bussing happensto b the

3) Bussing isn't really needed,
so it won't happen. This is a
toughie. Probably it is the last
thing parents think they need;
but if we’re going to have a multi-
racial society eventually, as Rev.
William Ritter argues in our
Ecumenical Reflections column
in thi§ newspaper over the
weekend, the enriching experi-
ence of integrated schools is a
terribly important one for the
kids. -

THE REAL REASON, in my
view, mat we probably won’t see
bussing here is that it doesn’t
really qulve the base problem,
which is savagely segregated
housing] patterns. If our housing
were not split into black and
white areas, we could have inte-
grated Lneighbo‘rhuod schools
without having to resort to the

bussing|

law I think most people will
eventually accept it.

Tim Richard writes

Mayor Makes Westland Go

is lost. McKinney plan: Zone in

some big lots for big houses.
Shaped like a half-finished

jigsaw puzzle, Westland is

tax base of a shopping center
from the City of Livonia’s annex-
ation attempt. -

~ Westland is the kind of a city
where you would expect a low-
tax, ‘‘caretaker’ government.
Instead, .the mayor’s office
generates a stream of creative
ideas, and it may fairly be said
that its o t, Gene

hed on by Wayne, Garden

_City and Inkster and has little
community pride. McKinney has
systematically run a textbook
program to give it anidentity --
he got Wayne school district to
change its name to Wayne-West-
land; he started a historical
commission that is getting the
its first state histori-

McKinney, is the only political
leader in Observerland with a
coherent pr , and one of the
few who-trie$ to run a city like a
city. A big boost in fire and police
staffs™.. a parkland program with
vision ... an aggressive paving
program ... a concerted effort to
hire top administrators.... a youth
council ... an ombudsman propos-
al. ’

““WESTLAND HAS akind of
inferiority complex,” says Mayor
McKinney, who grew up in the
meandering suburb that was once
Nankin Township. ‘‘They’ve let
government (in the past) go to
people whoare prone to let the
inactive attitude compound itself.
}An awful lot of people here are
always letting somebody else do
things.”

On top of that, some of West-
land’s abler young residents are
men on the way up, beddin
down thére until they make
:enough money to jump to Canton
ior Livonia or Farmington. The
result: A lot of community talent

cal marker soon; there is now an
annual festival and each Christ-
mas there's a tree-lighting
ceremony. ‘‘That’s all part of
getting people involved in the
community,” says McKinney.

THE FACT THAT McKinney
has moved so professionally in a
town that isn’t used to it has got
him in some hot water with the
electorate.

" His ambitious paving program
was countered by lawsuits, and
the opposition has nominated
three of its forces to the city
council. If McKinney boasts
about the administrative talent he
has hired, others accuse him of
hiring some non-residents. The
only mayor besides Gribbs of
Detroit to hold regular press
conferences also gets accused of
{a) having a captive press and (b)
failing to communicate.

cKinney allows as to how
“(b)"" might be correct. His
ombudsman program, borrowed
from ‘‘Action Line” which in
turn borrowed it from Swedish
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Unfortunately, recent ev-
idence suggests that the hous-

municipalities, is aimed at tuning
in to the little man’s gripes.
McKinney's campaign will also
be aimed at communicating, and
in the works is a booklet he’s
thinking of calling “Everything
You Always Wanted To Know
about Westland but Didn’t Know

Who Tg}Ask:'

i ﬁ'e’s re-elected, McKinney

figures he and Westland will both -

have “'turned the corner,”’ and
the next two years will be aimed
at bringing to fruition a lot of the
programs that have been started
in the first two.

McKINNEY HAS lots of
photos of his hero, the late Presi-.
dent K¢nnedy, in his office and
quotes [JFK frequently. But
except fpr the Irish name, writing
talent and the boyish good looks,
the resemblance ends there.

McKinney is a problem
solver, rjot an image-creator. For
50 activg a mayor, he has virtually
no clashes .with the council,
whereas JFK had minimal influ-
ence in Congress. City hall is no
frenetic fireworks of ideas; rath-
er, therg are a half-dozen careful-
ly thought-out plans, which work.

Where JFK was an inspiring
orator, McKinney on the stump
is low-key almost to the point of
being dull. And for a man who
has started annual ies to

ing problem will be along time
in its solution.

The Detroit Free Press, in a
recent series of articles on inte-
gration in the suburbs, suggested
that the process is not really
taking place.

This is partly because jof
suburban income discriminatibn
in the kinds of housing local
communities are allowing, and
partly because black people no

longer are much interested in
accepting the aggravation and
expense of moving to integrate
white suburbia.

A recent poll, taken by some
University of Michigan social
scientists, makes the same point.
1t concludes that “although most
blacks have not abandoned their
support of integration, our data
show that they are beginning to
lose the passionate sense of

commitment to the ideal which
once existed.”’

The survey also suggests that
massive white resistance to
bussing schoot children will meet
only light counter-pressure from
Negroes.

Bussing may be one step to a
fair, open society, as the courts
have sugge\sged. But it looks as
though it will be a long time
coming to this area.

WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT IF THEY
THE ©AME NEIGHBORHOOTD 7

ALL L\VED IN

Leonar oger writes

-~ Did Board Make A Boo-Boo?

The Wayne-Westland Com-
munity Schools erred in
setting an advisory election to try
and resolve the Hamilton School
sled hill controversy.

Advisory elections -- like
weapons in the hands of children
-- can be dangerous to the
community.

We are not anti-democracy
nor opposed to people getting
invelved in the affairs of their
governmental agencies.

BUT THE Hamilton sled hill -

was probably the worst issue to
‘be the subject of an advisory
election in which the results
aren’t binding on future school
board action.

Regardless of the results of

cultivate| civic pride, McKinney
hates ribbon-cutting himself. ¥
the Denfocrats ever run him for
governar, they’ll have to give
him some acting lessons first.

His | political -future?
McKinney declares he hasn’t
mapped put any. He and his wife
have adapted one small child and
plan to|adopt a second, and
Observerland’s youngest, most
creative and most active munici-
pal chief‘ executive declares:

“I haven't even gone into the
PTA stag‘e yet.”

next S; day’s unusual election,
there are numerous factors at
work which would make the
results meaningless and provide
hollow victory for which side
emerges as victors.

The sled hill’s location is
opposed mainly by residents
whose backyards abut the school
property. They have legitimate
reasons for disliking the hill and
its location and we can’t blame
them,

But since most of the Hamil-

ton parents who will vote on the
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Sening the communities of:

Livonia, Plymouth. Plymouth Township. Canton Township, Farmington
Farmington Township, Redford Township. Garden City. Westland.
Southfield, Lathrup Village. Franklin, Bingham Farms.

Village of Beveriy Hills
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I | Sense And

“Representative Stempien
Reports|’ said the heading ona
two-page; single-spaced bulletin
from Livonia’s man in Lansing,
but he certainly didn’t report
much. .

Stempien’s report to the
taxpayery mentions 27 different
bills or major programs, includ-
ing the income tax increase, the
gradugted-rate tax proposal, the
18-year-0ld vote and so on. But

Nonsense l

never once--no, not at all--does
Marv Stempien tell how he voted.
There are also dandy political

analyses of Democratic and -

Republican positions on such
matters as property-income tax
reform, but Stempien never
mentions, for the benefit of the
newcomers in his mobile city,
what his own party affiliation
might be. You have toread the
newspaper to learn he's a
Democrat.

proposal are not faced with the
same problem, they would
probably vote in favor of the hill’s
retention.

LIKE INTEGRATED neigh-
borhoods, airports and express-
ways -- everyone is in favor
except the people who live within
one block.

If the routes of future public
facilities were put to advisory
elections, voters close enough to
use the facility without putting up
with its inconveniences would
favor its construction.

The only outward opposition
would come from those who live
next door to a proposed freeway
or airport and would be outvoted
in every instance.

The only previous contact
with an advisory election by this
writer demonstrated that point in
its classic form.

ABOUT 13 YEARS ago,
Shelby Township voters in
Macomb County were asked to
express their opinion on a rezon-
ing proposal which would allow
for anIndianapolis-type racing
operation on the former Packard
Motor Car Company’s proving
ground.

Residents near the track were
fearful of traffic jams, beer
bottles deposited on their front
lawns, and “riff-raff”" endanger-
ing their wives and children on
weekends.

-To make a long story short,
the rezoning was approved at the
advisory election by a 2-1
margin in a record turnout of
registered voters.

Advisory elections shouldn’t
become a general practice.
Taking that first step, the Wayne-
Westland School Board may be
taking a dangerous one which it
may regret later.

ONCE THE pattern is set, the

- board will be hard pressed in the

future to deny an advisory elec-
tion by a group of parents who
want to change the board’s public
stance on an.issue.

Although the proposal will
probably pass by a large margin
there is a feeling in the back of
our minds that maybe the issue
should result in a deadlock and
let the matter return to the
school board table for a decision
- where it belongs. o

1
Sense And
Nonsense

If you have a streak of politi-
cal curiosity, you may have
wondered why the New Demo-
cratic Coalition of Livonia, the
Schoolcraft College Facuity
Forum (teachers union) and the
Campus Globe (student newspa-
per) all endorsed the same four
candidates in Monday’s trustees
election.

Well, there was a reason.
NDC was gracious enough to list
the members of its candidate
review committee, and one of the
names was Larry Vandermolen —
the same Larry Vandermolen
who was chairman of the
Forum's political action commit-
tee.

Also on ‘the NDC review
group was Mark McQueston — the
same Mark McQueston who is a -
columnist for the Globe and
covers Schoolcraft board meet-
ings. N .

In the days of Fisk and
Harriman and the robber barons
of industry, they’d call that an
“interlocking directorate.” What
do they call it today? Probably
“democracy in action.”



