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Suburban Gardener

Barberrtes Overlooked

Make Good Barriers

By BETTY FRANKEL

Arc barberries suv_h com-
mon shrubs that they  are
being overlooked? They are &
handsome group of plants that
include both evergreen and
leaf-losing kinds. They should
be used more often in land-
scapé planting.

Varieties range in size from
Dwarfs that never grow over a

foot tall to upright plants more
than 10 feet in height. They
form plants,
often with g;mu{ully arching
branches.

“They are spiny plants,
which is a chara
can be used to good avantage
where & barrier is needed 'to
control foot traffic or to keep
people out of an area. All
barberries have three little

thorns formed at the base of
each growth -In some
varieties the spines are

relaljvely small while in

they are quite long.

Most barberries bear at-
tractive waxy Yyellow flowers
tn early spring, which are
followed later in the season by
red, purple or- blue-black
fruits about one-quarter inch
in length.

In some varieties the fruits
are formed in showy clusters
and in others they hang singly.
all along'the branches, Fruits
of the evergreen barberries
are’ less conspicuous, and
after ripening fall quickly or
are eaten by the birds. The
leaf-losing barberries have
fruits that are attractive all
fall and in some cases are
decorative all winter long.
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install it your-
self at very little|
cost.  Select|
your “favorite
style and pat|
tern now.
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The evergreen barberries
have small, spiny, lealbery
leaves that are hi
year. may bemmblned
effectively wnh needle
evergreeps or with other
broad-leaf ey The
leaf-losing kinds turn &
brilliant color before the
Jeaves fall. There are also
some varieties that have red |
leaves all summer. . -

COMMON barberry.
(Berbeéris vulgaris) has showy
red fruits, but should not be
used in landscape planting. It
is an alternate host for the rust
disease of wheat.

The rust fungus

THE

spends

. part
“of its life cycle on wheat and

oiher cereal plants and part of .~
its cycle on common barberry
and other plants. It helps
prevent spread of the rust
disease if there are no com-
mon barberry plants. grown
where wheat is grown. For-
tunately, there are other
equally attractive barberries
that are not infected by the
rust and can be safely planted.

‘A good substitute for the
common. barberry .Is the
Japanese barberry (Berberis
Thunbergi). This is a dense
plant that grows about five
feet tall but can be kept~
pruned to a Jower height.

‘The small green leaves turw
brilliant scarlet in fall. The
red berries strung along the
branches stay. plump and
fresh all winter. The plants
are especially attractive in
spring when they are laden
simultaneously with fresh new
leaves, waxy yellow flowers
and the still fresh red fruits
from the preceding year.

The Japanese barberry
grows in almost any kind of
soil and is noted for its ability
to withstand dry situations. It

49 - is a sturdy dependable shrub
-y

that can be used as a Specimen
plant, in a background screen
planting, for an informal®
hedge, or clipped mlo a an
tailored hedge.

It is such a common old-
fashioned shrub that has been
used and misused for so long
that its - valie is not fully
realized,

THE RED-LEAVED
variety of Japanese barberry
seems even more common

VARIETY —than the species. It makes a

good accent plant, but care
must be taken) when using it in
foundation plantings not to get
a spotty, busy effect.

The variety “minor” is a
small form that is never more
than four feet high, Because of
its small leaves it is called the - .
“Box barberry”. It makes a
neat hedge plant. The
variety “‘‘erecta” grows with -
anupright form. This, too, s a
good hedge plant. 01 special
interest -is the pygmy red
barberry, a very dwarf red-

« leaved form, that is good in

the rock garden of as a
specimen plant in a smell
Japanese-style garden. It is
also effective used as a border
in front of other shrubs.

The wildfire barbérry (B.
gxlgmna) is another good
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INSULATION
Roll type. Easy to
use. Works the year
. 'round making you
comfortable
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for the “eommon
barberry, and so is the Korean
barberry (B.Koreana.) Both
grow about six feet high and
have pendant clusters oI red
berries. -

There are some evergreen
barberries (hat have proved
perfectly hardy:in this area.
One of the hardiest and
handsomest is Juliana bar-
berry. It fornis a dense shrub,
six feet high, clothed with
spiny leathery leaves. It is a
.beautiful shrub that is at-
tractive all year.

Somewhat . smaller is the
barberry (8.
A . This compact
evergreen . barberry - is
especially interesting because
the lower sides of the leaves
are silver colored, making a
pretty contrast with the deep
green upper surface. In
autumn the foliage gets a
bronzy tinge.

The black barberry (B.
gagnepainiy "is reported to
grow as well in New England
as ‘in California. Perhaps
hardiest of all evergreen
barberries is the threespine
barberry (B tricantbophora)
which grows four feet tall.
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