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Vo'l»u'nteer Seeks Moms
F or ‘Bucket Brigade’

FARMINGTON

Catch jt early and a child’s
problemlmay be only a “drop
in the bucket,” according to
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they'll be assigned to other
children.. “1 want volunteers |
who fike children,” she em- '
phasized,: “be they mothers,
fathers, ex-teachers, or kids in :

play-type activity.” She added
that no child wants to admit to
a learning problem. Instead
he will come up with new
iors to cover up and the

the motto of a new y
school volunteer program
called the “Bucket Brigade.”

The volunteer workers in

the gn?up or “Brigaders”
were formed to help
elememtary -school

youngsters overcome any
problems that may interfere
with " their  academic
achievement.

“Even something as minor
as tying a shoe can keep them
from doing their best in
school." sald Mrs. Florence
Sharpe. implementor of the
program in Farmington
Public Schools.

She remembered one little
boy whose problem was

_ exactly that. Embarrassment
from nqt knowing how to tie
his -shdes kept him from
participating in school ac-
tivities juntil a few special
training Sessions’ alleviated
the difficulty. * -

MRS. ' SHARPE, or
“Dinghy" as she is known to
friends throughout the school
district, said the ‘‘Bucket
Brigade” program is pat-
terned. after a similar
program ' in Hazel. Park
schools initiated and created
by ascolleague, Mrs. Barbara
‘Thomson.

Mrs. Thomson presented the
prograim to the Michigan
Association for Children with
Learninig Disabilities. Their
representatives tock the idea
to Ted Cunio, director of
special * ediication for Far-
mington Schoals, who in-
troduced it to principals and
members of the school
district.

Enthusiastic Dinghy, a
veteran of Farminglon
Schools' teaching staff for
many years, said the program
is designed to nip learning
problems in the bud for kin-
dergartners through second
gradery, getting aid to
children as soon as they begin
to  fall behind  their
classmates.

“Teachers can't give help
on a onedo-one basis,” she
said, “but volunteers can. My
job is to teach them how to
teach through the Bucket
Brigade material.”

Dinghy said parents will not
teach their own children,

high schools.”™

Inside each "perky green
plastic bucket are several
learning tools, including ,
alphabet flash cards, numeral
flash cards, playing cards
with pennies and nickels at-
tached to teach counting and |
numeral grouping, colorful
clothespins to teach colors,
numberness and direc-
tionality; letter eye charts to
teach tracking, plus a whole
variety of standard reading,
writing and _arithmetic
paraphernalia. Each bucket
full of material costs about $3
and is compiled by the
volunteers from household
supplies. N

“Everything in that bucket
can be used in a thousand
ways,” said Dinghy, ‘“‘so that
the student learns through a

situation will only deteriorate.

ENERGETIC Dinghy is
quick to point out that the
program’s  success 'and
duration depends on the
receptiveness of elementary
school principals who have
‘thus far- given the ‘“Bucket
Brigade” their wholehearted
support.  * .

The procedure for' im:
plementing the ‘‘Bucket
Brigade,” already a pilot
.program at Eagle Elementary
School, begins with a referral
form being filled out by
teachers.

" This referral s then given to
the school principal who
passes it on to Dinghy, the

Bucket Brigade coordinator.
She then gives the child a
quick survey evaluation and

L]

confers with the classroom
teacher on a program or
reinforcement.

The referral at last goes to a
volunteer brigader ° who
programs (trains) with
Dinghy and schedules to help
the child two to three times a
week with the approval of the
school principal. The number
of tutoring weeks varies with
each child, taking from two to
10 weeks or more depending
on the problem.

Orientation of volunteer
brigaders is held as soon as
the referrals begin to ac:-
cumulate. Dinghy goes
through a teiching manual
and demonstrates all the
materials in the bucket at
each orientation.

SPACE FOR tutoring will be
worked out with the principal;
for example, ‘'screens’ in the
hall can be used wher no room
is available.

'LEARNING TO COUNT is easier when it becomes a game lor‘ Ma-
thew Weisberg, a first grader at Eagle Elementary School. He's being

helped by “Brigader Mrs. Ruth Schultz of Paddleford Street, Farmington,
who has no children of her own at Eagle. “'l need to do something useful
with my spare time,” she said. (Evert photo)

TEACHING HOW TO TEACH is Mrs. Flor-
ence Sharpe’s job as implementor of the
“‘Bucket Brigade.”” Here Mrs. Sharpe (right)

shows Brigader Marion Fuller what to do with
some of the materials found in the bucket.

- {Evert photo)

NoCountyLibrary,

Board Decides

By JACKIE KLEIN

Oakiand County will not go
into the library business, it
was decided by a 168 vote of
the Board of Commissioners
Thursday. !

Alter a public hearing last
month, a poll of 28 community
librarians indicated less than
half a dozen favored establish-
ment of a county library under
Public Act 1}8.

COMMISSIONER  Joseph
Barakat (D-Madison
Heights), chairman of the
local and regional affairs
committee, agreed a county -
wide system would fail to
provide better service - and
create an “‘unnecessary layer
of government.”

Under the act, a - five
member, autonomous county
library board would be'
created with members holding

- five year terms.

“We don't need this added
fragmentation of central,
responsibility,”  Barakat
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wouldn't

asserted. “We'd be creating a
headless monster with too
many arms going in too many
directions and with no
authority over our existing
contract with the Wayne
County system.

“Local libraries cannot be
compelled to join or cancel
their existing contract. The
board would be of no value to
the county." B

By establishing a_county
system under the /1917 law,
some officials feel the county
would have better rep-
resentation- on ‘pending
legislation to form state
library regions. :© !

UNDER THE; legislatibn,
counties with a population| of
600,000 or more can set &up
their own regions.”|Oakland
could receive $1 per capitalor
$900,000 in State aid. The bill is
at least one year away from
beirlg considered for passage.

William Mainland (D-
Milford) said $40,000 in
unexpended penal fines could
go by default to the state if'a
county library board is not
created. He called Act 138 a
“back-up .measure’ and
poinfed out there is no
assurance’ legislation setting
up regions will be enacted into
law.

A’ county library would
provide services ta various
institutions and outlying
districts he said. “'We
be creating a
financial monster,” Mainland
said. "Wayne. County is
constantly -changing and
library arrangements could
be reversed. A county library
would give representativbs
equal status In negotiations
with Wayne. and com-
missioners would have to give
budget approval.”

Mrs. Mary Dearborn (R-
Birmingham) said OQakland
County is the only county not

under Act 138. “The $100,000 -

Lilienthal Research and
Development
recommends a county board;”
she said.

“Oakland County will be
divided if we don't take
leadership. All but two
communities want Oakland
County to remain intac
through a regional plan. We'l
have a stronger voice in
regulating the system if we go
under Act 138.

“If we don't, we'll abdicate
our responsibility to Oakland
County and let Wayne County
do what it ‘pleases. Wayne
wants' control of the region
and is just waiting for Oakland
to duck out. Let’s become a

' .
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legally constituted board and
cowperate.”

PENDING legislation could
place the county's ‘libraries
under control of a five-
member Wayne
library board.

‘There are 30,000 county
residents in unincorporated
and outlying areas not served
with libraries. A voluntary
association of librarians is
beginning to develop to form
their own region so they will
be represented if legislation is
enacted.

County Treasurer Hugh
Dohany, chairman of the
county penal fine library
board, said Oakland County
‘was not represented when the
regional bill was pul together
by Wayne County and outstate
counties.

. “We'd better get into the
regional library ball game,”
he asserted. “The library

County

experts better start swinging
for Oakland County or we'll
endupon the short ‘end of the
stick." :

JOHN FAUCHER,
Farmington resident and
group operating superin-
tendent for Sears, Roe-
buck & Co.. has been
appointed 1971 Torch
Drive group chairman to
direct campaign solicita-
tions of major retail out-
lets in the Wayne-Oak-
land-Macomb aréa. He
joined Sears in 1956,
became merchandise
manager in the Detroit
group office in 1960. and
promoted to his present
position in 1969.
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