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CORRECY— Hose is in pumg and handle is
g that the motor is off.
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ILLEGAL — Hose is in pump but hanging on
er, leaving motor running.

Few persons realize il, but they could be
innocent viciims of a fraud each time they
drive into hc corner gas station and say,
“Fill ‘er up.” . * .

This horrible thought canie to light in a
recent warning irom the Weights and Mea-
sures Division of the State Department of
Agriculture. It said that the handles on the
pumps a: gesoline stations could be manipu-
lated in sl a mwanner that cenain of the
customers couid be shorted, in defiance of

“the state law.

This law — Code G, Sec. 2 — under the
heading “Faciiitation of Fraud,” reads:
¢ “All  commercial equipment and all
mechanisms and devices attached thereto,
or used in coanection therewith, shall be so
construcied, assembled and instailed for use
that they do not fzcilitate the perpetration of
a fraud.”

e

CLOSE EXAMINATION of the pumps at
many of the statipns revealed the fact that
the manner in-which tBe nozzle was hung
‘ack on the pump left the motor running. The
sale also was left recorded. i

In cases such-as this, it is claimed, th
atfendant could make several small sales—
s1 or $2—and then when he gets the order to
“fill "er wp.” he could start the sale from
these figurces instead of from scratch. In this
manner he could pocket the money from the
small sales und te customer who ordered a'
tilled tank would be shorted.

“The { inkling we had that such ac-
tions were pessible.” Corp. Fred Benson, of
the Livonia Police Department, explained.
“was while adending a seminar at Higgins -
Lake during the past summer. :

“One of the speakers dealt at length on
this subject,” he went on, “"and when we re-
turned home we decided to conduct our own
investigation. . .

ALSO ILLEGAL — Hose is hanging on mov;;r

lever and outside of pump unit.

4"We were not ordered to do so by.the

state. It was our ownjidea and it met with
some surprising results in eur first effort.
“We didn't uncover any cases of
fraud,” he emphasized, ‘‘but we did come
across many handles that smacked of
being illegnl. We ordered them removed
and met with only the finest coeperation.”

Colp. Benson and his assistant, Corp.

Duren, slated that they have been working on

the rescarch for the past three months and

they have come.upon some interesting facts.
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THEY.CLAIM THAT about 80 per cent of
the pumps in Livonia are illegal and that the
same ratid would apply to other areas. They
further' staied tnat about half of this 80 per
¢ent are so bad that they should be shut off.

“But.”. they added, “we haven't uncov-
ered any fraud up to now.” s

They also pointed out that the new style
silent pumps conttibute to the possibility of
fraud.

*One used to be able to hear the pump,”
Corp. Duren cxplained. “You knew if the
pump was running when you arrived at the
station. With the silent punips you no longer
know. . .

“And most of the time,”” he said, “you
drive to the pump and the driver's seat
is a bit ahcad of the pump, so you pay no .
attention. The gas is put into the tank in
the rear. And even if you did have the .
ce. {o see, you usually closed the win'
af the driver’s seat and took things
for granted.

The Livonia officers also reported that
the major oil companics are cooperating to
the fullest in the hope that the chance for
fraud can be elimmated:

Jiwt lasi week,” Corp. Benson said, “'we
eceived a new style pump handle from a
major concern. It looked fine, but we turned
it down on the premise that. while the gas
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«Helping ourseives through
¢ helping others” is the motto
:of the geriatrics sheltered
workshop program at North-
ville State Hospital.

Northville State
which has received natlonal
recognition for its gerlatrics
department, has inltlateda con-
tractural service in which pa~
tients produce and sell toys,

- Since the inceptlon of the
program at Northville last De~
cember, mental patients not
have been released more
rapidly, but they hive added
. kmowledge from producing cud-
. dly stuffed animals, pillows and
i toys. N
.t
| 4WE RECOGNIZE our charge
to- treat patlents, but we use
thls as our tool for practical
- rebabilitation,” sald Bernard
- Plummer, director of the pro-

.

gtam. -
: The 56 gerlatric patients §0
‘yesrs ‘old and up, are now

. working In cooperation with a -

jgroup of patients between the
- ‘ ages of 20 and 40.

‘When the final organization-

-al structure 1s completed, the '

fgrx-cups will work separately,

. In"the past,
. Plammer, patlents 60 or

older were ‘often neglect-

{ed, and U they were able to
i logye, they would be fll-suited
to adapt to soclety,

But, ow .this s changing,
Under the direction of Plum-
, mer, patlents &re learnlng
luuu.: 80 that whentheyareable

to go Back into the community,

thgy can functlon in a normal

tashida, i

accordlng to

\ .
By CANDY LUTZ |- .

«we afe stressing a total
type of Indolvementandaretry~

Ing. to glvp as realistic a sit-
uation as ible,"«Plummer
sald. |

“ s

AS THE PROCESS continues
at Northville, three women in
Plymouth kre busy working on
their endof the total produc~

tion, {
Mrs. Whllam Kleck’let,mrs.
Robert drews and = Mrs,

Llonel Guxeglan aretakingcare
of much of the marketing.;) *
e di ‘.whai the' hospital
has neither the time nor -
sonnel tofdo,” Mrs, Andtews
explalned,;
All thrpe* having had wlide
nursery s¢hobl experience, they
were natdrals for tel af
showing nursery schools
others degling withpre-school=
ers the finished producf, |
Last e evening, for
example, $hey showed samples
the pitients’ work to ZX

persons, &

“THE
ested and| enthustastic,”\ Mrs,
Kleckner fatd, *~  °
“'¢*The pd
receptive
‘the  hosp!
make mogy:
people gd
These

\

| essenttal for making siides,

Cd

e DAVID KLECKNER, son of Mr. and Mrs.
William Kleckner of Plymouth, seems to be
! preity sure that the toys made by patients at

P

Pa\t_ients work in assembly=
line fashion, receive a small
wage for thelr work. and pro=
‘duce top-quality toys, I °

‘The!, hospital bas purchsSed
various kinds of power saws,
&' floor sander, 2 drillpress
and"the hand tools which are

\unzls‘ bars and easels,

PATIENTS ALSO gain skills
In leadership, They act as pro-
duction supervisors, payroil
employes. and cften producethe
riewest, most creative ldeas,

Few patlents have been un-
able to withstand the pressure,
and most thrive and progress
in this of working condition,
according do Plummer,

Qy' Makers "“Ge’t Well ‘Fastef

ice cream cones,

At this point, productionisa't
at full capacity, and it probably _
will not be untillate March or
April.

el never reach full pro-
duction as a factory would,"”
Plummer sald, “But what we
are-trying todols get patients
to maks, the most of thelr ca=

pacity” .

Norrhv‘lllel State Hospital are the best thing since

(Observer photo)

upeople  sometimes  lose

sight of the fact that this pro-

gram is for rehabllitation and
not production.

MANY IN this project have
been institutionalized for some
length of time, This current
program is a totalre-education

process aswellasarastructur- -

s

REJECTED — New type of handle hangs on

motor lever. To be fegal, the motor lever should
be straight down. 1

[Observer photos)

hose could be stuck back inte the pump, the

mere hanging of the nozzle did not automati-
cally elimmaic the.chance for fraud.

“What we need,” he said, “is a handle on
the pump that hangs Yownward and no longer
could serve as a hanger for the nozzle. With
the handle all the way down, the nozzle would
have 1o be placed baek in the pump well ind
the motor shut off.”

The officers then added their warning
to the onc issued by the state. The motor- .
ist should do ftwo things — check the
pump and sce that everything stands at
zero when you make your purchase, and
make surc that the handle on the pump—
not the nozzle—is pointed straight down
or at such an angle that it could not serve
as a hanger for the nozzle.

Thus far, according to the police, only
one case of fraud has been reported, and it
happened in Lansing. .

“But the danger is always there,” Corp.~
Benson stated, “and we will ge on the look- *
out.”

So, next time you drive into a gasoline
station and blithely say, “Fill "er up,” be
sure to check the pumps. You may be the
next victim ol a perpetrated fraud.

- DECEMBER 16-21

OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL *
CHRISTMAS 9:30 am, to 9:30p.m.

CHRISTMAS FANTASY
in the. LIVONIA MALL

® Santa and his Reindeer (Crowley Court)
@ Free Candy Canes
® See your child “'Live’ on TV ,

L 2 Cliidren can ride ‘on the
©+ " drive-it-yourself cars --or

® Stide down the world's largest
.\ . Christmas.Stocking

'@ Enjoy the Little Reindeer Girls keeping
Santa’s clothes neat.

@ See the North Pole Elves making candy

— e —
Wednesday, Dec.18

. SALVATION ARMY BAND
* IN MALL 7 to 7:30
{Crowley Court) -
THE CHARLOTTE NEEDHAM
_DANCERS IN MALL

+[Near Sears —Free of Charge)
. Dec.i9and 20......7:30
Dee. 2. A g
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Thera's always
somathing going on at ..
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