January 12, 1972

Observer Newspapers, Inc.

Page (L-11C) (F. R) 7C_

For C’ville School Paper

By EDWARD WENDOVER

The Clarenceville Board of
Education will be asked
‘Thursday to l‘annally adopt a

that includes administrative
“right of prior review.” He
feels the guidelines would
“prevent confrontation.”
Renbarger drew up his

“THE TOTAL impact of
each edition (of The Prophet)
should support and build
school spirit rather than to
destroy and demorahze

set of for the
Clarenceville High School
(CHS) paper, The Prophet.

Dr. Ray Renbarger, CHS
principal, is recommending

r
after school board members
and Clarenceville Supt. David
B. McDowell criticized
several issues of the paper

an explicit set of guidelines during recent board meetings.

say.

Under lhe heading of
‘'unacceptable items,"” the
principal’'s recommended
guidelines includes, “News or
feature stories which em-
phaslze the negauve aspects
of ts and
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student and faculty con-
tributions to those events.”

McDowell told Observer
Newspapers  that  the
‘guidelines were being drawn
up in accordance with recent
court cases outiined in a legal
memorandum to  schaol
districts from the National
Association of Secondary
School Principals.

The superintendent said
Renbarger was proposing the
guidelines out of mutual
concern (with him and the
school board) over the school

paper's content and that the
principal was not directed to
propose guidelines by the
superintendent or the school
board.

“Because of the board’s paper.

concerns, our (district ad-
ministrators) concerns and
Dr. Renbarger's concerns
about the direction the paper
was taking, he (Dr. Ren-
barger) felt it was necessary
to develop some guidelines.”

McDOWELL SAID the
guidelines were being im-
plemented now because “we
have gotten data (the NASSP
legal memorandum) Ihat said
we may now procee

The NASSP s!udenl

McDowell told The Ob-
server he could not personally
agree with Renbarger's
recommendation to bar
“negative” articles from the
It doesn't seem right
that [ tell a student, ‘You write
positive things all the time.™
he said.

Criticism of The Prophet
began after the paper’s second
issue which devoted its outside
page to an article on the
Student Mobilization Com-
mittee, an anti-war group
banned from the high school
by the board of education.

Flaring again at the Dec. 9
board of education meeting,
the board's criticism promp-
(ed Renbarger to draw up

includes information from
cases involving high school
papers. The gist of the legal
opinions, which range over
three years, are a tightening
of control of high school
papers.

governing content
of the paper.

At that meeting, Renbarger
told the board that he had
deleted a poem from the
paper's first December issue
because il contained the
words, ‘god damn.”

Prophet’s Staff, Advisor
Ready To ‘Disengage’

‘Neither prudent, nor
necessary,” was how Floyd
Kucharski, adviser to

Clarenceville's student paper,
‘The Prophet, described a set
of guidelines being proposed
for the paper.

The guidelines, which set
down types of material
unacceptable for the paper
and includes “right of prior
review” of each issue by the
school administration, will be
proposed to the Clarenceville
Board of Education tomorrow
night by Dr. Ray Renbarger,
CHS principal.

Kucharski, who said he
would finish the year in his

role as adviser to the paper
under the guidelines if
adopted. has asked to be
relieved of that role next year.

“‘Actually  there's no
problem (with The Prophet).
‘The board is creating one ir |t

the paper, took a vole of who
planned to return after
learning of the proposed
guidelines. Only two of the
class of 20 said they planned to
return. “Some of the kids had
planned to leave before (the

passes these i B
Kucharski said.

“THE BOARD is criticizing
my students for being too
negative, and they're the ones
that are negative,” he said.
“We had an open house last
semester, and although in-
vited, only half the board
showed up.”

Kucharski said the jour-
nalism class, which produces

...in a Colonial
Atmosphere~Created

for TODAY'S HOMES

the CAMDEN DINING GROUP

table, with a suede-plastic to
one 10" Jeaf. Four spindle bac
obviousl

v seat six, I

impressive pedestal table and four Camden side chairs

COLONIAL DINING FURNITURE at its sturdy hest. Finely er
of solid northern hardwoods ina lw.mufulmlhqm finish,

Q;’ulnniaﬁ! #House

afted

U's12” in diameter with

irs complete the gronp, which very
v looks far more expensive than its lower-thamyou-cxpeet price.,

COMPANION HUTCH CABINET COSTS ONLY $209°° SEE IT!

[he anthentic pedestal

$20900

all five pieces

KE 2-7900

*(Tolonial House

19532 W. McNICHOLS (6 MILE)
East of Evergreen

OPEN THURS. & FRIDAY
EVES. TILL 9:00

were prop
but now the journalists are
gone?

“They have disengaged
themselves already from any
kind of production with the
newspaper,” Kucharski said.

Some of the paper’s staff
have said they would try to
publish an underground paper
if they could find a place to
print it.

*“The regular school paper is
going to die (if the guidelines
are adopted and the staff
subsequently leaves) and
eventually the underground
paper is going to die - history
has proven that - and then
there'll  be nothing,"”
Kucharski said. *‘There'llbe a
journalistic moratorium in
Clarenceville. It's sad.”

THE PAPER'S adviser said
the board should allow
students to publish anything
that isn't libelous or obscene,

or would ‘*‘substantially
disrupt the school’s
operation,” or would advocate

an illegal act. He said that he
would delete such material
before it appeared in the
paper himself.

Kucharski  said  the
enrollment in the class next
semester might be about
seven. David McDowell,
Clarenceville superintendent,
told Observer Newspapers
that any class, as a rule, woul!
be canceled if its enrollment
fell below 15.

“What was a successful
teaching situation, has been
taken away,” said Kucharski,
who said he feels certain the
board will adopt some
guidelines.

*“What's happening with the
paper is part of a larger
issue,” Kucharski said. *“This
district has decided the
teachers shouldn't say much
and the kids shouldn't either.”

Northern
Fire Loss

Dips In’71

Michigan's 1971 forest fire
season, called off on account
of winter weather, has gone
down as the eighth best
control year on state records
dating back to 1928, reports
the Department of Natural
Resources.

The state's final forest fire
toll stands at 5498 acres,
marking a downturn of more
than 1,000 acres from 1970.
‘This year’s losses also rank as
the Jightest since 1967 when
forest damage in Michigan
was held to a record low of
2,884 acres,

‘This season saw 1,218 wild
fires break loose in the state
as against 1,393 last year.

THE CUTBACK in fires and
damage is traced to last
spring when Michigan came
through that explosive period
with its acreage losses run-
ning 2,400 acres below the
year before.

Ex-C’ville Man

Stanley Irish, former
Clarenceville assistant
superintendent and a branch
manager of an East Lansing
Bank, died Monday afternoon
~ the victim of an armed
bandit who escaped with
$20,000 from the bank.

'The principal at Central and
Edgewood schools in 1951-52,
Irish was made district
assistant superintendent in
charge of purchasing,
cafeteria, transportation and
maintenance in 1952 and
remained in that position until
1966,

1966.

“A man of good character ...
high moral standards . . .
kindness and courtesy in
everyday attitudes,” is the
way Clarenceville records
describe Irish. ‘‘Painstaking
in his work . . . willing to put
forth the extra amount of
effort to do the job well.”

A GRADUATE of Central
Michigan University, Irish
taught in Evart, Clawsoen and
at CMU before coming to
Clarenceville schools. After
leaving here in 1966, he went to
Berkley schools as purchasing

agent and from there to a 3

construction company as its
purchasing agent in 1968.

After he left the con-
struction company and moved
with his wife to Williamston,
Irish, 62, took. the bank
manager job to keep busy.

He was working there
Monday when a man entered
the bank, shot Irish twice and
fled with $20.000.

The gunman was described
by State Police as a slight
man, dressed as a woman with
gold earrings and a brown
tweed coat with a fur collar.
Police believe he worked
along.

An unidentifjed woman
teller was the only witness to
the slaying.

THE REV. Richard Pier-
son, pastor of the St. Paul
Lutheran Church, said Irish
loved to work in his garden
and would bring in plants and
roses to decorate the bank.

*‘He raised bees, too," said
Pierson. “One day when I was
in there with the church
deposits, he had a section of
hive to show everyone what
one looked like.

Oakland GOP
Sets Essay
Contest Theme

The annual essay contest
sponsored by the Oakland
County Lincoln Republican
Club will be on the topic:
“What programs do students
believe would be effective to
prevent the use of drugs and
the prevention of youth
crimes?”

Al Oakland County high
school students ave eligible for
the contest. Entries must not
exceed 500 words and must be
submitted by Feb. 1 to Barry
M. Grant, 21751 W. 11 Mile,
Southfield 48076.

Three Oakland County
circuit judges will select
winners. Content will be the
most 1mportanl smg,le factor

“All the plants in the bank
were his. You couldn't help
but fike the guy.”

Last year Irish’s wife took
pictures of their prize oversize
tomatoes to their weekly
newspaper, the Williamston
Enterprise, for printing.

Mrs. Irish was at a garden
club meeting when her
husband was shet.

The bank is in a residential
section. Irish’s window boxes
were tipped over and plants
trailed across the floor after,
the robbery. On Irish’s desk
lay a gardening book. .
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