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Observerland is fast wasthe highestscore he rolled

becoming the state bowling
capital as far as high scoring
is concerned.

Just a week ago the Garden
Lanes team, captained by Bob
Grenier rolled a 3485 series in
the Wonderland Classic to
establish a record for
suburbia. It was surpassed
only by Stroh's 3671 some time

ago.

‘Then, last Tuesday night,
Bill Walker, of the Standard
Compeosite team in the same
classic, posted a new high for
metropolitan Detroit by
putting together games of 259,
256 and 300 for 815.

This mark bettered Mike
Totsky's 801 that featured
Stroh's record series.

“Biil had all good ‘hits’
except one,” said George
Bashara, owner of Won-
derland. ““The one poor one
camein the tenth frame. but it
carried and he went on for his

l;m contrast, Alfred Blum, g0o.

bowling in the Businessmen’s
League at Bel-Aire Lanes in
Farmington, literally had the
door closed in his face when,
after oiling up 11 strikes in a
row, left up the 3-10 and had to
settle for a 298.

Walker's perfect game was
the eighteenth of the season in
the Detroit area, compared to
14 at this time a year ago.

THERE WAS good reason
for the Metropolitan Detroit
Old Timers to shout, “Old
Bowlers Never Die” at their

annual tournament last
Saturday at State Fair
Recreation.

When the final pin fell Bill
Schlicker, a former all-star
who had just turned 51 years
of age, was declared the new
champion with a 668 series.
But it was John Dietiker who
received all the cheers.

John has just turned 93 and
with the same enthusiasm as
he has shown for years, he
took his regular turn on the
approaches and ran up a count
of 403 on games of 150, 151 and
102.

He hasn't missed an old
timers event in years, but this

in the past several years.

In winning the title
Schlicker had a high game of
240, but his 668 series was 20
pins below the all time record
set by the late Herb Casc.

ONE OF the most unusual
performances of this season or
any other season occurred Jast
week in the Father & Son
League at Merri-Bowl.

ANDY NEELY, the father,
who carries a 177 average,
posted a 180 lnphcale And on
the same pair of lanes at the
same time his son, Glenn, who
has a 94 average, rolled a 9%
triplicate.

Itisthe first timeso far as is
known, that two triplicates
were bowled at the same time
on the same lanes.

ONE OF the oldest records
at Farmington Lanes went by
the boards last week when
Mary Jane Hunt put together
games of 214, 209 and 177 for

It was the highest serics
rolted in the Tuesday Morning
Ladies league since its in-
ception 10 years ago.

Junior bowlers continue to
gather most of the spotlight at
the Hamlin establishment.

Kim Harrington, a 12-year
old lass, who had a 224 in 53¢
last year during the holidays,
came back this year and
posted a 221 in 496.

Then, to top it off, Jim
Hamlin, son of the owner,
teamed it with Bill Barnes,
son of Bonnie Barnes, all-star
league secretary, for a 1069-
273-1342 to win the holiday
doubles.

Little Jim had a 336 and Bill
added a 533.

TRAVELING makes little
difference to George Miller,
who represents Plymouth
Bowl in the Senior Citizens
Traveling League.

Bowling at Country Lanes in
Farmington Tuesday morning
he paced the entire field witha
274 in a 635 series.

Other good scores at
Country Lanes included Clem
Dejac’s 245 in 632 and Bill
Weiser's 248 in St. Paul's
League.

ANOTHER DEFEAT -- Lathrup basketball
Coach Jim Kourtakis watches his cagers drop
their fifth contest in a close 55-53 battle with
Oak Park. {Observer photo)

Flint Crushes
Bentley, 54-44

Bentley went cold from the
field in the final quarter and
dropped a 5444 basketball
clash to Flint Central.

“We just couldn’t buy a
basket in the fourth quarter,”
said Coach John Farrar. “We
had 19 good shots but only four
dropped in.”

Flint outscored Bentley in
the last eight minutes, 199,
and the Bulldogs dropped
their third contest.

Flint went up 4-0 in the
opening minutes but Bentley
fought backy to hold a
halftime lead on a two-pointer
by Tim Bollin.

The third quarter saw Flint
total 14 points to 13 by Bentiey
and the score was notched at

35-35 going into the final
quarter.
MIDWAY through the

quarter, Central jumped to a
4640 lead and the Bulldogs
could not match the scoring
and fell 10 points behind at the
final buzzer.

“We got a lot of second and
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third shots.” added Farrar.
“We outrebounded Flint, 35-
28, but we just couldn’t get the
bucket when we needed it.”

Bollin led Bentley scoring
with 11 points, followed by Ron
Bulwaski and Dan Weiss with
nine each.

Bentley stands 63 overall
and hosts Dearborn Tuesday
night.

Clarenceville
Scores Taylor
Gymnastic Win

Clarenceville scored a
100.35-78.20 gymnastic win
over Taylor Center with Jack
Waterstone taking first in
parallel bars and horizontal
bar.

Herman Story of Taylor
scored a first in the floor
exercise and tumbling event.

Clarenceville scored its
points in horizontal bar, still
rings. side horse and parallel
bars as the Trojans captured
the first three places in each of
four events and took first in
five of the seven overall
events.

Clarenceville travels to
Allen Park Wednesday for a
7:30 p.m. meet.

GYMNASTIC RESULTS

FLOOR EXERCISE — 1. Story (TC).
5.40: 2. Scharranberg (C). 5.35. 3.
Bowher (C] 4.35.

HORIZONTAL BAR — 1 Water:
stona (C). 4.60: 2. Dismond (C}. 415:
3. Dan Waterstone (C1, 4.00.

TRAMPOUNE — 1. Thompson (CI,
€.35: 2. Hughes (TC1. 5.00. 3 Posnisk
(C1. 485

PARALLEL BARS — 1.J Water-
stane (C) 6.45. 2. Gurian [C). § 45, 3
Diamond (C}. 5 00.

SIDE HORSE — 1. LaMontagne {C),
5.80: 2. Dismond (C}. 5.10: 3. Burr {C).
400

STILL RINGS — 1. Gurian (C1. 580
2. Watorstone (€1, 535: 3 Yotes IC).

TUMBLING — 1. Story (TC). 525;
2. Ean{TC), 4 40; 3. Scharranberg (C).
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Lathrup Turns ‘Cold’
In Oak Park Battle

Southfield Lathrup fell to
Oak Park, 55-53, for its fifth
loss as the Chargers ex-
perienced a “cold” night from
the floor.

Lathrup hit 22 of 66 for a 33
per cent average with the
second quarter telling the
story of the defea..

The Chargers spurted to a
17-33 first quarter edge but
lost their touch in the second
quarter. Oak Park outscored
Lathrup, 18-10, to take a 32-27

halltime lead as the Redskins
capitalized on many Charter
turnovers.

““We couldn’t hit the broad
side of a barn in the second
quarter,” said Lathrup Coach
Jim Kourtakis. “We didn’t do
much ibetter in the third
quarter, shooting four for 21."

LATHRUP scored 10 to nine
by Oak Park in the third but
trailed. going into the final
quarter, 41-37.

With two minutes
remaining. Lathrup ted the
contest at 51-51 but Nate
Kerner scored a two - pointer
to push Oak Park back in the
lead. Lathrup missed on its
scoring opportunity and Ed
Bradford sank two free -
throws to put the Redskins up
by four.

Kelly Trent sank a bucket
for Lathrup with 12 seconds
left on the clock but the
Chargers couldn’t get their

hands on the ball in the closing
seconds, and fell two points
short at the buzzer, 55-53.

An oddity in the contest was
that Oak Park was not called
for a foul the entire second
half, while Lathrup - was
assessed seven fouls.

TRENT led Lathrup scorers
with 20 points with Bob
Malaby adding 12 to the
Charger cause.

Aggies Blitzed, 82-56

St. Agatha dropped its
fourth basketball contest to St.
Alphonsus, 82-56, but the
Aggies remain in sole
possession of third place in the
Catholic League Second
Division West.

Orchard Lake St. Mary is
dominating league play with a
90 record with St. Alphonsus
second at 8-1. St. Agatha is in
third with a 54 mark while St.

Thomas, St. Hedwig and
Lourdes alf show a 4-5 record
in a tie for fourth, with Mt.
Carmel and St. Andrews
bringing up the rear.

The Aggies travel to St.
Andrews Tuesday. St. Agatha
toppled St. Andrews earlier,
67-58, but Coach Tom Sankovil
sees things tightening up in
the race for the third and

Harrison Wins

Harrison capturs a first in
every event to sweep a 76-29
swim victory over
Eisenhower. The Hawk
swimmers took 11 firsts, three
seconds, and six thirds in the
lopsided meet.

Todd Dolan was the only
double winner ... scoring a
first in the 200 individual
medley and a first in the 400
freestyle.

Greg Arnoldy set a pool and
varsity record for Harrison in
the 100 freestyle with a first
place time of 53:1.

Rick Squires, Mike Chan,
Mark Tomiko, and Jerry
Weiss combined for a first
place time of 1:59.4 in the 200
medley relay. Dan Hogan,
Mark Dudash, Keith Krupsky,

and Dave Fletcher captured
first for Harrison in the 400
freestyle relay with a 4:02.4.

MEET WRAP.UP
200 medley relay — 1. Harrison
(Squires. Chan, Tomika, Weiss), 2. Ei
senhowar (Kerby. Tuchey. Milson, Spi
sakl. 1594
00 treestyle — 1. Piersan (H), 2
1. 2.
ndividual mediey — 1. Todd
Dotan . 2 Gary Dotan 1H). 3
E1.2:220
1. Avnoldy (H). 2
Beck (H, 24.6
— 1. Hogan (H). 2. Dunne (H}
3. Nelson (E). 61,15,
utterlly — 3. Magesu (H). 2
Schrosder (Ei. 3. Tomiko IH). 1:06 0
100 tiwestyle — 1. Armoldy (M, 2
McRoberts (E). 3. Waiss (H). 534
400 Howstyla — 1. Todd Dolen (H),
2. Dudash {H). 3. Brennan {E). 4:329.
100 breastsiroke — 3. Hornecek (R
2. Spaulding {E). 3. Chan (H] 1:11.4.
400 freestyle relay — 1. Harrison
{Hogan, Dudesh, Krupaky. Fletchar] 4:
024

fourth playoff berths.

St. Alphonsus jumped to a
1310 first quarter lead and
held on in the second guarter
to a 28-27 halftime score.

“We played good ball the
first half,” said Sankovic.
“We stayed neck and neck
with Alphonsus but the third
quarter was a different
story."”

ST. ALPHONSUS hit on
seven straight baskets to open
the second half and outscored
the Aggies, 259, to hold a 53-36
third quarter edge.

“Alphonsus started to press
and we threw the ball away."
added Sankovic. “We had

lroublc gelung the ball past
half ¢

St. Agatha was outscored in
the final quarter, 2920, and
the Aggies sulfered their
second loss to St. Alphonsus
after an 84-36 trouncing on
Nov. 30.

MARK MIRON and Tom
Churches paced the Agatha
attack with 18 points apiece.
Tom Nemes also hit the double
figure mark with 10.

St. Alphonsus’ center, Mark
Klein led all scorers with 34
points. Mike Leginski and
Mark Bokuniewicz added 16
and 12 points to the Alphonsus
cause.

Tigers Have
‘New Martin’

By W. W. EDGAR

What a difference a year
can make!

Last spring when Billy
Martin took over as the new
manager of the Tigers, there
was the sparkle of supreme
confidence in his eye, and he
pounded his fist on the table at

Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc Minard

Although the Hazel Park
race track deal hasn't been
consumated as yet, those close
to the picture tell of several
shifts in personnel.

From a staff member who
should know of what he says,
Director of Racing Bert
Thompson and Racing
Secretary John Klucina will
not be back when the track
opens its 132-day meeting in
late February.

1t was rumored during the
closing days of the 1871
meeting which ended on Dec
18 that changes would be
made and the names of
Thompson and Klucina were
among those mentioned.

Klucina reportedly is ser-
ving as racing director at
Toledo Raceway and probably
will return to the east during
the summer where he held
several positions as racing
secretary.

The same source indicated
that Art Hagen. who has
served as publicity and public
relations director for both
Hazel Park runners and
trotters. turned in his
resignation shortly after the
1971 meeting.

Hagen was disturbed when
the racing season was ex-
tended and more than once
indicated he didnt want to
handle racing into the middle
of December. As far as our
informant knew, Art has
resigned from the duties for
the runners, we haven't been
able to learn if he also gave up
the trotters. A formal an-
nouncement will probably be
made in the near future.

ALTHOUGH neither track
is setting the world on fire as
far as attendance and handle
is concerned, both Jackson-
Northville and Windsor
Raceway officials announced
increases in purses during the

. past few day<.

Despite the fact that
Jackson-Northville appears to
have solved the problems with
the racing strip, attendance
hasn't climbed as much as
President and  General
Manager Leon Slavin had
hoped.

Wagering and turnstile
count on the weekends has
been excellent with both
crowd and mutuel handle at
near record highs last
Saturday. The story was just

about the same on the first
Friday night of the winter
meeting.

But inclemest weather,
slippery roads, snow and sleet
and the like have held down
the crowds during the
remainder of the week.

On the other hand, Wind-
sor’s action has been growing
and nightly figures show the
track across the river is
widening the difference
between the attendance and
handle in Canada and at
Jackson-Northville.

GERRY BANFIELD. of
Farmington, who has been
having his troubles at the
Northville meeting, finally
broke loose as most every
close follower of the sport
thought . . . he had a back to
back three bagger earlier in
the week. His first of the year
but we know that it won't be
his last.

Gerry is considered one of
the better reinsmen at the
meeting but he just couldn’t
get under the wire first ...
then three in a row. What a
way to snap a slump.

IT WAS JUST a week ago
that we criticized drivers and
trainers at Jackson-Northville
for threatening to call off the
races at 8 p.m. on a Wed-
nesday night.

It was a night when the
racing strip was slick and icy,
making conditions rather
hazardous.

We said then and say now
that the drivers’ committee
snouldn't have waited until 8
o'clock, after the crowd had
gathered and was seated in
the stands awaiting the first
race, to start talk about a
cancellation.

We watched horses jog on
the racing strip from as early
as 6 p.m. apparently without
trouble. It is our contention
that the drivers owe it to the
public to register complaints
early enough so that if the
races are called off,
arrangements can be made to
let the public know ... not
have people drive from distant
points, pay admission and
parking fees and then get the
bad news.

In this instance, the races
were delayed more than an
hour and then started after the
track had been saited. We
believe the public, which
actually pays the bills, is

entitled to advance notice.

The reason for reviewing
the situation is that we have
received a letter from Charles
Mullvihill, of Livonia, com-
plaining of our comments.

His letter follows. It
presents another side of the
picture that we feel sure those
who follow the pacers and
trotters will be interested in.
Dear Doc Minard:

Being a harness horseman, I
have enjoyed your section in
the Observer until I read the
latest one, the weekend ending

Jan. 8-9.

Apparently you know very
little about horse racing and
practically nothing from the
horseman’s standpoint. If you
had been over at Northville
that night and slid around on
the ice I would like to see how
you would like to put your
$5,000-$10,000 investment out
on it. |

It is the duty of the track
maintenance to keep the race
track in good racing condition,
not to sit up in the coffee shop
all day as he did. In Chicago,
the maintenance crew is out
on the track from six in the
morning, keeping the track in
the best condition possible and
in the dead of winter.

Yes, we want winter racing
but the track must do the job
also. I hope this teaches the
track a lesson and makes

the Basebal! Writers' dinner
and almost shouted:

“We'll fight "em all the way
and we's re going on to win the
pennant.”

HE WAS A MUCH different
Bill Martin this week as he
made his second appearance
before the denizens of the
press box and was much more
subdued.

It was a matured Billy
Martin (now wearing a
mustache) who rose to his feet
and, very calmly remarked:

“{ know the players better
now, and they know me.
What's more, the other clubs
in the league know that we
have a team that can go all the
way. And that will make a big
difference.”

Getting down to cases Billy
admitted that Tiger pitching
still is a problem.

Looking at Mickey Lolich,
who had just received the
writers award as ““Tiger of the
year," Martin prophesied:
“Mickey will have another
good year, and I look for good
years from Les Cain and Joe
Coleman.

“1t’s the fourth starter that
may give us trouble. If we
can’t trade for one, I'll have to
concentrate on the young
fellows we have and maybe
develop one of them."”

WHILE NOT mentioning
any names he'll have hurlers
such as Mike Kilkenny, Joe
Niekro and Tom Timmerman
who are about due to arrive at
major league status.

“T'll have to work with them
and see that they can do under
various game conditions,”
Martin implied, “and then
make my decisions.”

Asked about the possibility
of acquiring Denny McLain,
Martin replied: I would be
glad to have him. I think I
could work with him.""

Do you think you need him
to win the pennant? Billy was
asked.

“Well, we finished second

them fulfill their responw last year without him, ard the

sibility.

Winter racing is hard
enough without endangering
the horse and driver. But
maybe Mr. Slavin doesn't
care. The only work I ever see
over at Northville that right
was the great job they did in
the parking lot, clearing off
the snow for the fams. Let's
faceit. We all need each other
in putting on a good meet
whether winter or summer.

Your comment that the
horses were out working on
the track all day was also in
error. Very few horsemen
worked their horses that day,
yousee there is a difference in
working a horse and jogging a
horse.

Light jogging was all that
was done that day. A trainer
would have had to be crazy to
work a horse over that race
track.

1 suggest you try to get all
the facts next time before you
base your opinions.

Sincerely yours,
CHARLES MULLVIHILL

club that had him finished
fourth,” Billy said slyly.
“That should tell you
something.”

IN LIS NEW view of the
team, Martin told the writers
that he may vary the use of his
players during the season that
opens in Detroit against the
Yankees.

I plan to give Bill Freehan
more rest,” he stated. “Bill is
a great catcher, but there
have been times when I know T
overworked him.

“I also will double up with
Dick McAuliffe and Tony
Taylor at second base. This is
not to mean that I will use the
platoon system. It's going to
be just a case of who is
swinging the strongest bat.”

As a closing remark, the
Tiger boss said, "I know we
can beat Baltimore and
Baltimore knows it too. That
should make a big difference
this year.

“*And we’l.l be in the fight all
the way.”




