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The death of Paul (Dizzy)
Trout, who succumbed to
stomach cancer on Monday,
stirred the memories of the
old - timers who recall him,
not as one of the pitching
greats but as the last of the
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colorfut “hillbillies” who
dominated the game before
the collegians took over.

He came on the baseball
stage just as the era of the
Dean boys —Dizzy and Daffy —
was endirg and he more than
made goed as a replacement.

Few will ever forget his
appearance- at the Tiger
training camp at Lakeland,
Florida, in the spring of 1927
when the Tigers were con-
sidered a real puzzle.

Mickey Cochrane, the fiery
manager, was attempting a

back after  being
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It was a long time coming
and Goalie Van Vermeesch,
junior net minder for
Stevenson High finally turned
the trick...the first shutout of
the season in the Livonia Prep
Hockey League.

The stocky Spartan pushed
aside 31 shots by Franklin and
was awarded the puck when
the final whistle sounded and

?J Mew eClose-Outs _» Damagod| ¢
" ‘Trada-tas « Blomisbod «Used] he had an 80 victory.
SAVE AS MUCH AS It was a big win for

Stevenson, assuring the
Spartans of a tie for the league
championship and placing
them a full game ahead of
second place Churchill.
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The triumph sent the
Panthers into the second
round where they tangle with
once-heaten Dearborn Ford-
son Thursday at 8 p.m. in what
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there were some questions
regarding his ability to carry
on.

There was an air of dead
seriousness in the hotel lobby
when Trout, the big, rawboned
rookie from Sandeut, Indiana,
walked over to the Tiger boss
and unhesitatingly remarked:

“You won't have to worry
any more, Mike, F'm here,
rarin’ to go, and your troubles
are ended.”

Black Mike just glared at
him.

THAT FIRST afternoon
Trout walked up the main
street in Lakeland, spotted a
few old - timers pitching
horseshoes, and walked over
to watch them.

Grabbing four “shoes” he
let go with all four and they all
circled the spike for ringers.

The old-timers stood aghast
as Trout brushed his hands
and said,

result in co-champions and a
win or tie will give the 1971-2
title to Stevenson.

Stevenson has a league
record of 6-0-2 and Churchill 5-
12

The Spartans didn't waste
any time taking the lead
against Franklin, scoring
three times in the opening
period and then just adding to
the score.

Winger Don Finn broke the
ice after 6:32, taking a pass
from Frank Geluso and
beating Goalie Wayne Oliver
from close up.

John Restum made it 20 on
a perfect pass from Steve
Hillman at 10:12. It was 30
less than a minute later when
Hillman counted on an assist
from Tom Shipp at 10:56.

Two unassisted goals by
Hillman after 32 seconds into
the second period and Kurt

could be the biggest game of
the tourney.

Fordson, always a tough
tournament club, has won 14
of its 15 games and is con-
sidered the one to beat for the
district crown.

Wednesday's  semifinal
matches host Southfield
against Dearborn at 8 p.m,
with that victor advancing to
Saturday's championship
contest at 5 p.m.

RU FIGURED to have
things its own way against

“If you fellahs want any
lessons on how to toss those
Dobbins slippers, just come to
see me. I'm at the hotel down
the street.”

Next day at the ball park
Cochrane lost little time in

ing to see how much pit-
ching ability Trout had.

Asking him to “throw a
few” in a warmup, Trout
started to throw pitches that
cracked when they hit
Cachrane’s glove.

“Have you got a change-
up?" Cochrane asked, and
Trout nodded.

In came the next pitch so
hard and fast that it popped
out of Cochrane’s glove.

“1 asked for a change-up,
Cochrane hollered.

“That's my change-up,” the
rookie answered, “fast, then
faster.”

From that moment on he
started to pester Cochrane for
a chance to pitch. Finally he

Geiger at 1:13 boosted
Stevenson’s margin to 50.
Frankiin tightened its defense

after the double assault and in.
shecked the Spartans for the (¥

remaining 13'% minutes.
Stevenson continued the
pressure in the third period,
adding three more goals.
Geiger scored at 50 seconds on
a power play from Finn with
Doug Cumming sitting out a
two minute penalty. Hillman
collected his second goal at
8:27 on an assist from Finn

was assigned to pitch against
the Brooklyn Dedgers in an
exhibition game. First thing
he did was to start seeking
bets that he wouldn't aliow a
hit.
He even bet Cochrane a
necktie.

“Wait till they see my ‘red
bandanna’ pitch,” Dizzy
chuckled.

And what a day he had. He
didn’t allow the Dodgers a hit
through his three inning stint.
He did the same against the
Red Sox and the Washington
Senators — and soon became
the talk of the southern
camps.

But he met his “Waterloo”
against the St. Louis Cardinals
at Daytona Beach on Easter
Sunday before an overflow
crowd.

“I'll give them the old
bandanna,” he said, ex-
plaining_that he's waving a
red handkerchief at them just

Spartan Goalie Gets
First Prep Shutout

- Wasilowski (B), 5:03: Meyers [C), 5:
51; Wired (8).

:04; Hager (CL. 7:36;

iemi (C), 14:39,

Scoring -~ Chureh
2:

Philtips (C), 3
McLesn (B), 4:
McLean (B), 1
South (C). 14:02; Ward (B). 14:13;
Meintosh (C). 14:25.

FIRST PERIOD: Scoring:Stavanson,
Finn (Gelusa), 6:32: Stavanson, Res.
um (Hillmacl, 1 )
Live (Shipp). 10:66. PENALTIES --
Juntita (F), Nell {F). 8:17; Finn

and Dale Marczak completed 0

the rout at 12:05 on an assist
from Geiger.
The summaries:

18, 9:28; Melntosh (C), 14:65.

SECOND PERIOD: Scor
Churchiti, Saranan_ (Melntosh
Churchill, Soyder {Bowar, 8:
tley. Evasic (Coombel, 10:62.

RU Crushes Crestwood
In First Tourney Test

Crestwood which won only one
of the 15 games.

For three minutes of the
opening period it looked as if
the Panthers were in for a
busy night. The Chargers
battled tooth and mnail and
knotted the count at 8-8.

That's when RU superior
height and greater experience
began to tell and the Panthers
quickly built a 17-8 lead at the
end of the guarter.

Qutside of that brief early
Murry Crestwood was never in
it,
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Cca
15). 6:31: Cumming (F), 7+
13:04.

Searing-Stevenson.

!
0: Asstum {S). 6:07: Pennington {F)
1: Finn (S), 13:48: Hillman {S),

GO FRANKLIN GO ...
yells tiny Chris Lovich,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Nick Lovich, of Livonia.
Her dad is the official stat-
istician for the Patriots
and Chris attends all
games. Her cheers didn’t
help ... the Pats lost to
Garden City East.
{Observer photo by Bob
Woodring)

Team Loses
But Panthers
Set 2 Marks
Although they set two pool
and varsity records while

equaling another, Redford
i it lost their

as a bull fighter tosses a cape
at an oncoming bull.

“When they see that old
bandanna, they'll get mad -
and then I'll get 'em."”

Well, as we walked into the
park that afternoon, and he
passed the Cardinals bench,
he looked at the legendary
Frankie Frisch and Ducky
Medwick and asked, “How do
you hillbillies feel with shoes

0"

‘ihal was enough.

WHEN HE WENT to the
mound to replace Schoolboy
Rowe in the fourth inning,
Medwick went to the first base
line. Ducky could throw his
voice. And with Dizzy’s every
pitch, he’d holler, as if coming
from the stands, “Is that the
best you've got?”"

The trick finally worked.
Dizzy lost his control. He
walked six men in a row
before being removed. RBut on
his way from the mound he

Fans Won’t Forget ‘Bandanna Kid’

raced for the Cardinal dugout
and only an ankle tackle from
behind by Billy Rogell
prevented what might have
been a free - for - all.

Shortly thereafter,
Cochrane sent him to Toledo
“to learn to be a gentleman.”

When he returned in Sep-
tember he said, “No more Diz,
my name’s Paul.”

He came from there to
become a Tiger star and his 20
victories in 1945 helped the
Tigers win the pennant.

And he was the hero in one
of the wildest games ever
played in Tiger Stadium.

It was the famous night
game against the Yankees
when it seemed every hit on
either side was a home run
and “Diz" finally won his own
game with a bases loaded
homer.

Yes, he's gone. But his
memory will linger on.

‘There may never be another
like him with the Tigers.

HOOKING IN A BASKET is Plymouth's
Ron Egloff (43) as he fires over the head of
Garden City West's Ken Pawenski {50). Egloff's
21 points was a big factor in the Rocks surpris-
ing 72-67 victory. (Observer photo by Harry
Mauthe)

RU Puts Four
In A Finals

Redford Union unbeaten
grapplers served notice that
they will bear watching in the
state high school wrestling
championship by the manner
in which they won the Class A
Regional meet at Hazel Park.

In the course of gaining the
victory they captured three
individual titles.

Al Lindberg (38 pounds),
Dennis Campbell (118 pounds)
and Al Lozon (126 pounds)
showed the way in their divi-
sions as Redford Union con-
tinued the pace it set during
the regular dual meet season
with a 16-0 record.

The first four in each
division of the regionals
moved on to the state finals
Saturday and the list from Ob-
serverland that made -the
grade at Hazel Park included:

98 pounds - Al Lindberg.
Redford Union. A

12 pounds -~ Jim Fujii.
Groves.

119 pounds — Dennis Camp-
bell. Redford Union.

126 pounds — Al Lozon,
Rediord Union: John Wheeler.
Thurston.

138 pounds - Jack Kosyder,
Southfield Lathrup.

185 pounds -~ Jeff Main,
Southfield.

Union
dual meet with Edsel Ford, 62-
4

3.

Randy swam his way to the
star role when he established
a pool and varsity record in
the 50 yard freestyle in 22.8
seconds. He also equaled the
varsity mark in the 100 yard
freestyle by doing the distance
in :51.2.

Tom Stolkey accounted for
the other varsity record by
swimming the 200 yard indi- -
vidual medley in 2:10.8.

;yweight ~ Paul Knapp,
Southfield Lathrup.

The regionals also marked
the end of Keith Simons'
national high school pin streak
at 24 when the Belleville
heavyweight lost a fall to Greg
Boik, of Ypsilanti.

Six Clarenceville wrestlers
qualified at Walled Lake
Western for the Class A finals.

They were:

98 peunds ~ John Ostentoski.
Farmington.

3

105 pounds -- Bill Mason,
Farmington.

119 pounds - Gary Webb,
Garden City East.

138 pounds - Steve Bernia,
Farmington Harrison,

135 pounds - Jeff Krause.
Farmington.

155 pounds - Bob Mink.
Westland John Glenn.

185 pounds ~ Cralg Gow,
North Farmington.

In the Class B regional at
Fenton, Jim Weber, of Clar-
enceville, in the 105 pound
class, was the lone Observer-
land qualifier.

Chargers
Finally
Win Title

Livonia Churchill, which
clinched a tie for first in the
Western Six League a week
ago, whipped Walled Lake
Western in the season finale,
77-58, to win its first title.

The Chargers raced to a 42
30 halftime edge and held
Western to eight points in the
third quarter to put the game
out of reach.

The victory gave Churchilla
record of 7-1 in the circuit, one
game ahead of Waterford
Mott, which ended its regular
season witll an 87-64 victory
over Northville. Mott wound
up with a 62 mark,

Bruce Van Wagoner
sparked the new champions
with 19 followed by Brian
Sherman 12, Roy Henriksson
and Mike Keller with 10 each.
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