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A FIRST GRADER prints in block letters.
Lines on actual sample are one inch high.

Whatever Happened To ‘Ritin’
And The Copybook Of Old?

By W.W. EDGAR

On the road to higher
education, a horrible thing has
happened to one of the three
“Rs" thet form the foundation
of all book learning.

The three “Rs” - readin’,
*ritin’ and 'rithmetic — used to
be the first things a child
encountered when starting
school, and the mastery of
them marked advancement
along the way.

Regional Affairs

stenotype, which elumnates
the taking of shorthand, and
the tape recorder-make the
jotting down of notes un-
necessary.
As a result, it has been
pointed out few students are

d to on

Readin’ has
through the years, and there
are very few high schools in
theland —or even colleges and
universities ~ that do not
stress reading from the
simplest farm up. through the
classics.

And ’rithmatic has moved
along Ircm SImplE adding,
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Good and solid reasons to ‘consider

LIVONIA
NATIONAL
BANK

Consider strength:

Over $86,000,000 in assets!
$20,000 Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation protection
Sound management by experienced bankers

Consider convenience:
Open Monday through Saturday until 4:30!
Fndays until 6 P.M.

Consider interest:

Highest bank rates the law allows!
4.5% daily interest Regular Savings Passbook
5% continuously compounded interest
TIMESAVINGS Passhook*

5.75% 24-month Premium Saving Passbook

Consider earnings:
Every day Livonia National Bank
pays $6,538.55 in interest to their customers!
(Are you getting your fair share?)

Consider shopping convenience:
Michigan BankAmericard is honored by
over 18,000 merchants all over Michigan.
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INSTANT CREDIT

Consider these locations:
33014 Five Mile Road near Farmington
30055 Plymouth Road, Wonderland Center
34900 Plymouth Road at Wayne Road
19120 Middlebelt Road at Seven Mile Road
28281 Eight Mile Road near Grand River
15360 Farmington Road Civic Center Drive-In
37276 Six Mile Road near Newburgh Road
Telephone 421-8200

may withdraw funds during the E

xnl ten day-ol Mar vch d itor is insured up te
September D:z!mbt(, prwvld Wm ht Federal Dtpvsll
TR iave been on depasi 90 days. Tosirancs Corporation:

grade school days to the
combined work of
mathematicians and  scien-
tists that made possible the
landing of a man -~ and
machine- on the moon.

MEANWHILE, ‘ritin’ has
been pushed aside — yes, even
ignored-with the result that
penmanship of the average
person today would qualnl‘y
him or her to write
prescriptions for doctors, who,
as a class, have long been
noted as the world's worst
scribblers.

Gone are the days when a
person prided himself on
attractive penmanship. Take
a look at the Declaration of
Independence and you'll note
the signature of John Hancock
that still stands as a model. It
was written almost 200 years

ago.
What has brought about the

change?
Whatever became of the old
time “copy’ book that

provided a sample line of the
finest Spencerian letters atop
each page that had to be
copied by the students?

WELL, SCHOOL officials
will tell you that three things
have helped bring about the
change.

First was tae switch from
making slanting ovals to the
block syslem for beginners.

Second was the decision
made some years ago to end
the grading of penmanship on
report cards when the
students finished the fifth
grade.

Third, was the (rend to
typirg that has now reached
the point where most schools
ask that reports be typed
instead of being written in
longhand.

Other things-such as the

penmanship and there is a
steady decline in the art of
handwriting after the eight
grade. '

IT HAS BEEN pointed out
by school officials that the
world is going at such a fast
pace that in our haste to take
notes, we have become
scribblers of the top rank.
They claim the average
person doesn't take time to
write more than a word or two
to guide himself in writing a

ability~or lack of it-is no
longer shown on his report
card, there is a-tendency (o
cast aside a desire to improve
peamanship.

This is the first step toward
making us a nation of
“doodlers.” Just watch any
group around a‘table- even at
meal time- and you'll see
them *“'doodling”.

There are few John Han-
cocks among us anymore.

‘This is too bad- because the
hardy stock from which we
came was raised on the three
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didn’t have time to write down
lengthy notes. They preferred
to “scribble” a word or two ~
just as a guide.

Even (his style has been
tossed 2side in most instances
today as newsmen equip
themselves  with tape
rvecorders that enabled them
to hear the actuat voice of
their subject when it comes
time to write.

Another interesting theory
is the switch from spiraling
ovals to block letters for the
beginners.

Today’s first grade students
are given “copy” books-just
as of old. But instead of the
Spencerian lettering and the
pursuit of the *‘Palmer”
method, the pages are lined
both horizontally and ver-
tically. Lines are even spaced
in the design of blocks so that
the beginner can draw letters.

AS HE ADVANCES, the
lines are mure compact and
the student draws smaller
letters. Some add little twirls
at the corners and add other
little curves to attract at-
tention.

In these cases, the teachers
observe traits of originality
and move the student along
with the notation, “‘ready to
pursue handwriting”.

From then on, more stress is
placed on composition than
handwriting. As a result, the
child improved by slow stages
through the fifth grade.

From there on, when his
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A SECOND GRADER is learning handwrit-
ing on paper with heavy and light rules. This
sample is about one-half actual size.
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THIS SIXTH grader earned an “"A” for pre-
class “bellwork.”

AREA DEATHS AND FUNERALS

CARLOS M. KELLEMS .. Srvices for
Mr. Keilems. 68, of §949 Gottcedson,
Salem Twp.. were conducted by Pastor
Eredenck Schindler in the Schrades
Funeeal Home. with bunal 1 the N3,
toal Memonal Gatdens Cemetery.

Mr. Kellems ied Feb 23 at St Jo-
seph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor. He
cams to Sslem Twp from Devont 39
years ago, and was an inspector for the
Ford Motor Co.

Ho is survived by. Tns wile, Anna,
five daughters. Mss_Nora Thomas of
Livonia, Mrs. Jaan Zander of Plymouth.
Mrs. Marguerite Hawes of Howell. Mrs
Delores Preston of Plymouth, and Mrs
Barbasa Cowger of Plymouth; two sons.
Leske Duffild of Garden City, and Jack

lems; 22 grandchidran; and fve gieat
grandchildren.
JONEWVA FLUMMERFELT - Srvices
for Mrs. Flummerfelt. 46. of 30474
Wastheld. Livoava. wers conducted by
the Rev, Edward H, Reinharct i the
Natraty United Church of Chest.
M3 Flummertelt dred suddsnly of
hemorraghe in the Garden City

wod by. her husband.
2 daughter. Mus.

e
sister. Mrs. Viorene Holt. and # brother,
Dougtas Huntar.

BETTY McDOWELL -
McDawell, 51, of 33287 Clover
Fatmington. wete conducted by Rt
Rev. Josaph Imesch in Qur Lady of Sor-
fows Catholic Church with bural in the
Holy Sepuichre Cemtery.

Mrs. McOoweil died Feb. 20 at St.
Mary Hospital. She had been a resident
of Farmington for 16 years. and was &
member of out Lady of Sorrows pansh.

She ix survrved by: her hustand. Vir-
gil A. McDowell; mathar, Mrs. Anna
Berdecny of Fint; twa daughters, Su.
s2n and Geri Lyan, two sons. Terty
McOowell of Union Lake and Gaey
MeDowell of Waterford:
Mary Langdon of Flint, broth
Arthyr Bexdarcy; and fva grandchil-
dron.

HARRISON JOUNSON ..Services for
Mr. Johnyun, 86, of 23373 Liberty.
Farminglon wero conducted by the Rev.
Cotl H. Schultz, in Thayer Funeral
Home with bunal in Grand Lawn Ceme-

tory.

Mr. Johnson dred st home Feb. 22
atter an extended diness He was 8 50-
year member of the Farmington Lodge
151 F. & AM. and 2 chartes member of
the Farmington Exchange Club for 48
years He came to Faimington in 1909

He 15 survved by his wife. Mary. and
one daughter. Mrs Lean Liunel Rogers
of Farmington

DOROTHY C. SALLOW -+ Serwices for
§8. of 16595 Trnuty. De-
ed by Or. George R
Presbylerean

the Southfeid Chater !

She is survivad by: ane daughter.
Carole; one son. Rovert G. Sallow. &
cosch at Farmington's Hammson High
School: two brothers. Harvey Buaky
and Wilfred Butzky: and two grandehi-
dren.

LOUISE TOBIA -- Sonvices wers held tor
Mrs Lowse Tobis, 26622 Wadswornh,
Redford Township, who died Feb 19 1n
the Cambrudge Nursing Homa following
o lengthy iltoess. She wes 66 years af
age.

Services at S1. John Bosco Chureh.
with the Rev. Leo Sheltiea ; alficating.
were (ollowsd by intsrment in Holy
Sepulchra Cemeters Atrangements
wera handled by the Harry 3. Will Fu-
neral Home.

Mrs. Tobia is survived by two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Jasephine D Filpp: of Yos:
lant) and Mrs. Elvira Trezona of Ana-

2 son, Vincent of Redlord.

\dchildren and five great-

grandchildren.

JAMES T. MILNE -- Last rites were
conductod at the AG. and GR. Hams
Funerat Home, Livenia. for James T.
Mine, ratired Ford Motor Co. snginee.
who died Feb. 23.

Born in Seotlang. the 71-year-old
Livonian was a member of Nardin Park
United Methodist Chureh. Ho resided in
the commuraty for the past 47 years.

He o survived by his wife, Dorotby: &
doughter, Mrs. Ardell [Anna} Johnson:
siecs. Mis, Belie Boath, Mra. Marge
Osbosn, Mrs. Glady  Stevenson. Mis.
Flors Jamison and Olive: brothers.
Thomas. Fred. George. Douglas. twa
grandchildren and one great-grandchid.

The Rev. Willam D Mercer olficiated
at services. (nterment was. i1 Paskview
Memonal Cemetery.

HARRY H. FOSTER - Last ntes were
conducted for Harry . Foster. 51-year-
old Livoman, who died Feb, 23 folow-

Services at the RG. and G.R Harns
Funeral Home were followed by inter-
ry. The Rev.
Richard C. Dunkelbarger officiated.

A maiman for the past seven years
he tesided ot 32710 Nortolk.

He 15 survived by 13 wife, Mary Lou.
ehidren, Thomas. Richard, Gary. Kevin
Joan. Michsel. Bobdy and Erme. broth-
ers. Thomas, Ernest; sisters. Mrs. Bern.
1ce Brancart. Mrs. Ethal Rersner, Lydia.
Mra. Dorothy McFarland and Mrs. He.
Ion Rutan; #nd two grandeniidren.

HELEN R. BROOKS -- Funeral services
ware conducted Feb. 25 3t the A.G.
and GR. Hams Funeral Home. Livoma,
for Mrs. Helen B. Brooks. 52-year-id
Lvoma fowes shop owner. who died.
toliownng & two-manth iliness.

The Rev. Fr. Jay P. Coulion offiisted
at the services and interment was in

who tesided at 13970
member of the Rotary

She is survived by her husband.
Jamss: & daughter. Mrs. Charles
(Dornal Rush: four beothers and five
swters; six grandchildran.

CELIA G. EDGERLY .. Funeral services
worg beld at the Harry J. Will Funeral
Home fo M3, Celin G. Edgerty, 75. at
26530 Plymouih Rd. Redford Town-
ship. who died Feb. 18. Intermont was
in Woodlawn Cametery. The Rev. Wil-
ham G. Wager officiated.

She is survived by her husband, Ver-
nie; & daughts Josaph Seyvin of
Farmington; & ette

t: 11 grandchildren and 15

great-grandetaldren

PETER GURNIAK -- Services for Mr.
Gurisk. 52, of 42226 Hammill Lane.
Plymouth were hald in 1. Kenneth
Cathotic Church with the Rev. James A.
Machak officiatig. Bural followsd i
Haly Sepulchre Camatery.

Mr. Gurniak, an elactrician at the
Wolvarins Tube Co. cam 1o the com-

munity frem Detrort n 1959, He was 2
member of S1. Kenneth's He ded Feb.
24 un Garden Cary Oeteopate Hospual

Survivors e his wife. Hedwig. two
daughters. Janet Ann and Lynn Mare.
one son. Denms of Soulh Lyon, and
one giandson.

ED D. STEVENS -- Services for Mr.
Stovens. 76. of 32317 W. 11 Mile
Rasd. Fatmington Township, were held
wn the Elton Black and San Funeral
Home 1n Union Lake wath the Rev. Troy
Lemmon officisting. Bural was in the
Kalda Cernetery in Kalida. Oho.

Mr, Stevens diad Fob. 23.

Surviving are: his wila, Manon. thres
sons. Robert and Willam, both of
Farmington, of Waited

Funerat Home, Garden City. Alev. Head-
ley Thweatt. of Mam $1. Bapust
Chureh, officiated. Bunal was. in Knolt-
wood Cemetery.

Mr. Winte died Feb. 20 10 Annapolis
Hospital, Wayne, 5t 66. He was an auto
mechanic,

Me 13 survived by his wie. C:
san, Hermon. mather, Mrs. R
two brothers, Virgt and Bi
ters. Ermestine Foe. Mrs Pautine Wit-
hiams. and Mcs. Frank Johnston. and
twa grandchidren.

HENAY E. WASSMAN. Masonic ues
wete held for Heary F. Wassman. 54, of
9214 Maple Tree, Plymouth Township,
who dred Feb. 27 in St. Mary Hosoutal

An aren resident for most of b his.

Loke: two daughters. Mis. Robert
Laurin of Farmungion. and Mrs. Lewr-
ance Braky of Berkley. He ais0 has 20
grandehildron

JAMES OUTHIE - Services for Mr.
Duthie. 75, of 14201 Krolson. Livomia.
wero held in RG. and GR. Hars Fu-
neral Home with D, Gienn Harms officr-
steng. Buriol fatlowed in Glen Eden
Cemetery.

Mr. Duthie was survey chocker for
the Detrort Edison and a member of the
First Presytenan Church of Birming:
ham. He died Feb, 27.

Sutvivors are: his wife, Ezabeth:
daughter. Mrs. John {Berty-Mae) Frz-
2el; sister, Mrs. Elzabett: Ling. 3nd two
Qrandehildren

MURIEL McNICHOL -- Services for
Mrs. McNichol, of 31931 Bock. Garden
Caty. were held in the RG. and G.R.
Harris Funeral Home, Garden Cay. Rev.
Albert Fall, of the Garden City Free
Methodist Church, officisted. Bunal was
in Michigan Memonal Park Camatery.

Me." McNichol. a Garden City arms
tesident most of hee life. dred Feb. 19
in Garden City Osteoputhic Hospital
She was 44, ‘

She is survivad by her Ausband,
Iichward; thres daughters. Phyilzs. Cher-

e and o grandchildren.

FREDERICK L White -. Sarvicss for Mr.
White, of 34540 Pardo. Garden Cry.
wera held in tha AL.G. and G.R. Hamrs

.
department of Chryser Carp. Ho was &
membet of Masonic Lodge No. 172.

Masanic Chaglain Leo McLaughin
oficiated a1 sanaces at the Schrader
Funeral Home. Prymouth.

He 13 survved by his wie. Eveiyn.
son, Greg, sister, Mrs. DeLons Mulien
of Nevads. three brothers. Robert P ot
San Francisco, Marwn of Bay City and
Roger of Livonia.

ORIN €. SCRIMGER. Funeral seriices
are 36t for Quin Cynt Senimger. e
tred barber. who died Feb. 28 in Un-
veruty of Michigan Hospial, Ann Ar
boe,

‘Serices wil be held at the Schuager
Funeral Home. Plymouth, at 1 p.m.
Thursday, March 2. Intarment wallbe i
Rosatund Park Cemetary. Bertley. Mich

A mamber of the Plymouth Rock
Lodge. Mr. Sermger is survved by bis
wife. Doxothy. and a sisier, Mrs. Cora
tsgng of East Dotiot.

FRONA M. BECKTELL. Funers) sacvices
were: heid Tuesday, Fob. 29, for Mrs
Flona M. Becku, of 15525 Memeed
Plymauth. who died in Un
Mo iosgs,Arn Arbr. S et
44 years of age.

The Rev. Paul M. Cargo officiated
rites at the Schrader Funeral Homé~
Intoemant was in National Memofist
Comatery. Redford Township.

Sha s survved by her mother fMrs.
o Tanman 8 anughie, Wrs Mane
Nawrot of D son, John
W. Bockell Ul of kum o it
Mea. Arlane Bauman of Plymouth snd
Mre. Glods Walters of Redford Twp:
brothers. Ernest Teanant of Canzd
Edwad of Pymouth, and Ormand Ten
nant of Calomia.
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