Page 1QCk

Observer

Newspapers

Wednesday, July 17, 1968

Czech Weamng Frightens Red Bloc Nations

WARSAW -- A Soviet dele-
gitlon headed by Communist
party chief Leonid Brerhnev
has arrived In Warsaw for an
East European summit meeting,
apparently to discuss Czecho-
slovakia’s crusade for liberal-
ization at home and independ-
ence within the bloc,

Soviet President Nikoiai Pod-
gorny was among the delegates
and Premisr Alexsi Kosygin Is
expected to attend but Czecho-
slovakia was not reported In
attendance,

An unstated fear is that the
Czechs will follow the inde-
pendent path taken by Romania
and Yugoslavia, Czech leaders
in the past have asserted their
loyaity but insist oo their right
and abllity to handle their own
affalrs, “

PARIS -- Stone and tear gas
skirmishes broke out between
students and police in two sec-
tions of Parls following Prest-
dent Charles de Gaulle's pro-
clamation that the government
must malotain complete order,

Indications were that the anti~
government students staged the
cutbursts, But the participation
of bystanders and foreign tour-

ists suggested the disturbances:

resulted from high holiday spir
1ts on the eve of France's in-
dependence day on July 14,

At least seven policemen and
a dozen civilians were infured
and more than 50 persons
arrested, The demonstrators’
ranks swelled to 1,000 as by-
standers jotned in before police
closed in,
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TOKYO -- Radio Moscow re-
ports that Mao Tse-tung’s foes
have seized contral of Wuchow,
a city of more than 200,000
people, 120 miles west of Can-
ton, after hard fighting which
killed several hundred.

The anti-Maoists arrested
about 3,000 supporters of the
chalrman of China’s ruling
Communist party, according to
the Japanese-language broad-
cast, Reports sald more than
2,000 buildings were destroyed
1n the Wuchow fighting.
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JERUSALEM -~ An Israell
spokesman reports Jordanlan
troops opened fire across the
Jordan River over the week-
end, Israeli forces returnedthe
gunfire, but no casualties were
reported.

The fncident occurred ane day
after Nagser told President Tito
of Yugoslavia that the Arab na-
tlons would use force if a po-
Iitical solwtion to the Middle
East crisls was pot forthcom-
ng.
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ROME -- Caretaker Pre-
mier Giovann) Leone is seeking
Soclalist support witha promise
to make the Vatican pay taxes
on the dividends it collects in
taly.

The promise helped hls
Christian Democratic minority
government obtain a 263-252
confidence vote, There were 88
abstentions by Soclalists and
Republicans who could have
turned the government out by
voting 0o,

‘Taxing the Vatican has never
been mentioged by any other
Rallan government,

Leone’s proposal would re-
quire the Vatican to pay the 30
per cent dividend ltax every
other Itallan investor pays. This
would fnclude $8 to $11 mil-
llon in arrears dating back to
1963 when the tax took effect,
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ASUNCION, Paraguay -- The
Par; government has
labeled as “ridiculous and com-~
pletely false’” reports that
President Alfredo Stroessner
bad crushed a military plot
and arrested four colonels, .

The government also denied
reports that Paraguayan civil-
jans have taken asylum in for-
eign embassies In Asuncion and
that river traffic between the
capital and Clorinda was Te-
stricted, The reports were
made by the Argentine press,

P

SYDNEY, Australia -- A fuel
shortege caused by a natic-
wide strike of gasoline tanker
drivers has caused mass un-
employment, disrupted airline
schedules and almost halted
road transportation in Austra-

Some 100,000 workers have
been 1aid off and 500,000 more
are expected to get lald off
this week, A 75 per cent reduc~
Yoo 'in highway traffic has al-

80 been reported, .
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'EDINBURGH, Scotland --
Scots have launched a crusade
to keep one of their proudest
ald regiments, the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders,

The green-kilted Argylls are
scheduled for insctivaiion be-
cause of defense cuis, Civic
leaders immediately annownc-

ed a petition drive and saidthey
will seek 100,000 signatures,
The Argylls fought thelr most
Tecent battle last year agalnst
guorrilias in Aden's Crater
District, :
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SAIGON -~ American B.52
bombers lald‘a tlery .carpet
of bursts along the Cambodian
border Sunday, hitting enemy
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Some of the ralds were less
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PARIS -- AmericanandNorth
Vietnamese diplomats have
finally started serious talks cn
Vietnam peace-making 1ssues
during their closed door catfee
break meetings,

The formal talks are totally
stalled but the coffee break
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sesslons are beglnning to show
favorable signs of possible pro-
gress, “We're getting into a
1ittle bit more of the ides of
what’s important tn each other’s
mind,” says U,S, Ambassador
W, Averell Harriman,
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LONDON -- American air
force cargo planes, based in
Britain, may be used in an
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international attempt to rush
food to Blafra, the rebeltious
regime fighting for independ-
ence from Nigeria,

British government sources,
warnlng that starvation could
Teach “catastrophic’’ propr-
tions in elght weeks, ask for &

CALCUTTA -- Helf of In-
dia’s West Bengal state 1s m-
der water from monsooa rains,
‘Thousands of homes i an area
of 20,000 square miles have
collapsed  leaving milllicns
homeless, The government has

boats from the

oper-
ation to save the four million
Blafrans,
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NAPLES - Police using hea-
vily guarded traing h.lvnmtim-
ferred about 1,000 priscaers to
other jalls ln southern Rtaly
after aprisoariot in which more
than 60 were tnjured,
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