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‘With an entry of 760 teams,
which makes it one of the
largest city association
tournaments in the country
the, Detroit Woman's
Association opened its annual
title competition Saturday
afternoon at Eastland Bowl.

While the entry is down a
few teams from other years,
Mrs. Agnes Ekstrom, DWBA
pregident, is confident that the
Detroit tournament may go
back to the top of the list
ampng women's event in the
nation.

“We’ve been at the top and
long have been recognized as
the; largest — and it may
happen again this year,” she
stated while admitting she had
1o explanation for the drop.

‘“The girls are getting like

the men,” she said, “they’re
going where the bigger purses
are.”

While the women were
getting underway in quest of
the (itle, won last year by the
Thunderbowl team with a 3023
count, the men's assoctation
was extending its deadline for
enlries to March 27. This
positively will be the last day.
according to Tom McKay,
secretary of the Greater
Detroit Bowling Association.

THE SHARPSHOOTERS in
the  various classies
throughout Observerland had
to take a back seat for scoring
honors during the past week,

The outstanding per-
formances were registered in
the Senior House League at

“another warning that the older

boys had better lock to their
laurels. Taking his regular
turn in the yough league he
fired a 199 game in a 529
series.

Jim Weinrauch also had a
199, but could get no higher
than 482 for his series.

In the Junior High Girls
circuit Shelly Rizzo was high
with a 502 and Marsha Terry
had a 207 in 462.

Among the adults Virginia
Harris paced the Friday Noon
Ladies Classic with a 603.

RALPH SHOOK, a 162
average bowler who has been
firing at the pins for 24 years,
earned membership, in the
“Tough Luck Club” at Merri-
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Rogerson h with 2
769 series on games of 268,
236 and 265.

Right behind came Andy De
Camillo with games of 246, 254
and 236 for a 736. This was the
finishing touch to a big week
for Andy as he also turned ina
695 in the Guys and Dolls
League.

Two more 700 series marked

the high scoring week as Bill
Moore topped the Classic with
716 and Ron Weintraub
followed with a 702.
.- Other high scores in the
Classic included Steve Killian
263, Bill Moore 269 and Jet
Perelli 265.

in the Business Men’s
League, Bob Oakes showed
the way with a 652 and Erv
Watson Jr. followed with a 637.

Among the women Carroll
Parker and Jackie Dix shared
honors at 603.

THE TOUGH LUCK medal
for the week goes to Ron
Okerstrom, a member of the
Whirlwind League at Livenia
Lanes.

After stringing together 11
straight strikes he had hopes
of joining the ranks of perfect
game artists ~ only to meet
with bitter disappointment.

While all was silence he let
go with what looked like a
good hit. But the No. 6 and No.
7 pins refused to fall and he
had to settle for a 298.

LEE SCHUYLER took top
honors again in the Ladies
Classic at Livonia Lanes with
a 55975 ~ 634 that included a
high single of 219-25 - 244.

In the other games Dorothy
‘Thomas won the opener with
178-37 - 215 and Marce Bashor
won the second with 200-20 ~
220.

LITTLE JIM HAMLIN, 11-
yearold son of the Fred
Hamlin, proprietor of Far-
mington Lanes, sounded

After rolling games of 171
and 173 in (he Sunday Mixed
League he posted 11 strikes in
a row - only to leave up the
No. 4 on the final ball for a 299
and 643 series.

His only satisfaction came
in the fact that he now holds
the high single game and
series record for the league.

Wayne Murray was the big
gun at Couniry Lanes when he
came through games of 201,
268 and 181 for 650 to set high
game and series marks for the
house.

ON THE OTHER hand John
Glazas converted the 7-10/at
Garden Lanes and then/put
together games of 189, 278 and
198 for 665 in the Ford Service
League.

ONLY ONE BOWLER
broke the 700 barrier in the
Garden Lanes Classic.

After games of 243 and 24
Immer Santii slipped to 224,
but it was enough to givehim a
711 and a big margin over his
nearest rival, Paul Sterling,
who posted a 657.

Other high scores included
Dick Preston 637, Gordon
Cantrell 645, Hal Baskin 640
and Harvey Wilson 640.

At Westland Jerry Holt
carned the pacemaking role
with a 680 that included a
losing game of 263. John
Ayotte had a 255 finisher for
679 and Ray Williams landed
third with a 256 middle game
in a 676 series.

GERRY MACH'S Flowers
team with a 2399 count won the
title in the Tri-City Women’s
Tournament that closed last
week at Westland.

YOU CAN ADD the name of
10-year-old Jeff Dishong to the
stars of the future after his
showing in the Westland
Junior League.

‘With a 138 average he posted
a 240 game in a 523 series.

Dateline
Outdoors

By LEM MESEE
Outdoors Writer

1f you think of sparrows as
the only birds around these
suburbs in winter, think again.
There’s a sharp - eyed
gentleman in Farmington
Township who has been
keeping track of the visitors to
his feeding station and back
yard woods during the winter.
He doesn’t want to see his
name in print, but he reports
that “I have observed the
following birds this winter:
“Blue jays, cardinals, tufted
titmouse, downy woodpecker,
yellow - shafted flicker,
juncos, wrens, goldfinch,
mourning doves, sparrows
(including chipping, English,
etc.) and plenty of crows.”

N

READERS MAY have
noticed that the heading of this
column has a bird, and that
the species changes each
season.

In winter we use a blue jay;
inJate winter and spring, a red
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- winged blackbird; in sum-
mer, Kirtland's warbler (the
only Michigan - only feathered
resident we have) and in fall
the pheasant.

OQur friend in Farmington
goes on with some feeding
tips:

“I use the finer bird seeds
mixed with sunflower seeds
and also hang suet in the bird

er.
“In small - treed or bushed
areas, 1 nail ‘an old tin pie
plate to a stump or post which
is approximately six feet off
the ground. In the plate, I
place old kitchen fats mixed
with bird seed.

“If you like birds, this
method will bring you
rewarding results: (1) You
will see plenty of different
kinds of birds; (2) you will
notice little holes in the
surrounding trees that have
been pecked clean of bugs.”

Qur corvespendent has had
a few visitors we haven't had
at our feeder this winter. We
have had no crows, wrens or
titmice.
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. We have had common red
polls.

There was great excitement
the other day when a small
crested stranger appeared.
While leafing through the bird
book to identify him, we
discovered there was a whole
treeful - there must have been
450r 50 of them — just Iike him.
They turned out to be cedar
waxwings.

‘M’ Gridiron Star Enjoys -

New Role As Math Teacher

By W.W.EDGAR

No one would surmise that
the soft spoken young fellow
with the coal black hair, long
sideburns and a gracious
smile  addressing the
mathematics  class  at
Plymouth High School was a
hardened veteran of the
Western Conference football
wars.

But Guy Murdock, three
time All Big-Ten center and
co-captain of the 1971
Michigan team, was relishing
his new role as an instructor in
the classroom.

“It's a lot different than I
thought it would be” he
confided while explaining that
his duties at Plymouth High
were part of the field work

GRIDIRON TO CLASSROOM -- Guy Mur-

necessary to earn his diploma
in May.

“I figured teaching would be
enjoyable, but never as much
as it has been in the few weeks
I've been here. Now I'm
looking forward to a career of
teaching and coaching with a
great deal of anticipation.”

While pondering his future,
Guy, who is a math major with
a minor in physical education,
couldn’t help recalling the
past three years as a mem!
of the Wolverines who won two
‘Western C titles and

selected four games as those
he will long remember.

“I'linever forget the day we
beat Ohio State in 1969 to win
the title,” he confided. “That
was one of the greatest days a
fellow could have. Then, there
was the victory aver the
Buckeyes last season.

“And, of course,” he ad-
ded,” who ever could forget
the two frustrating ex-
periences we had in the Rose
Bowl.

“First, there was Coach

made two trips to the Rose
Bowl.

As he looked back over this
exciting experience, the six-
foot-two, 215-pound center who
played a major role in the
success of the Wolverines

dock, All Big-Ten center and co-captain of the
1971 Michigan football team. is finding real
enjoyment in a new field -- instructing math at

heart attack
on the morning of the 1970
game that shocked us and
upset us mentally for the
game. Then, last year, we just
seemed unable to do anything
right. It was so frustrating.”

Mention of the game on last

New Year's Day provided an
opportunity to question the
strategy of sticking to a
ground game instead of going
to the air when all seemed
lost.

“When you're in a tight
spot,” he answered, ‘“‘your
best move-is to use the plays
that were successful through
the season. If you look at our
record you'll see that we won
eight games with our ground
attack. And we won by
commanding margins,

“So, it was only natural to
assume these plays would be
good enough in the Rose
Bowl.”

Then, with a frace of a
smile, he said. "*And one little
break that would have gotten
either Billy Taylor or Glen

Plymouth High School. [t is part of his field
work to qualify for a diploma in May. “Football
was enjoyable,” he claims, “but teaching is
going to be interesting. too.”

Trotters And Pacers
Return To Wolverine

The trotters and pacers
returned to  Wolverine
Raceway Thursday for the
opening of the state’s first
major harness race meeting
and one could say that the
battle between the horses and
the track wound up in a tie.

The management had
helicopters flying over the
mile racing strip for two days
prior to the opener in an effort
to dry out the water logged
track.

The experiment succeeded
to the point that horses could
race but the times were hardly
worth mentioning. The
opening event went in 2:39.1
and it was a tired Scot Far, an
eight-year-old who pulled
away from the others in the
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streteh to win by lengths and
lengths.

That was the pattern all of
the evening and only once did
the judges have to call for a
photo of the finish. That came
in the sixth when three pacers
hit the wire at once and for a
long time the crowd thought
they had viewed one of the
sport's rarities... a triple dead
heat for first.

After a lengthy period the
judges finally picked North
Star as the winner with An-
cestor second and Track
Hawk third. The time was
2:33.4, fastest of the evening.

THE OPENING night crowd
of 5,689 was a bit below ex-
pectations and the handle of
$396,105 short of the predic-
tions but Vice President and
General Manager Richard
Wilson expressed satisfaction
with both.

“We were happy that we
could open as scheduled,” he
said. “The heavy rains of
earlier in the week and the
spring thaw turned the racing
strip into a sea of mud. We

used the helicopters for two
days and dried out the strip
enough to start the season.

“We know the track won't
be fast for a couple of weeks
but we believe the times will
improve nightly if we get a
break in the weather, The kind
of break we need is some
warm weather and no rain.
Who knows what lo expect
from the weatherman in
Michigan in the spring.”

Driver Merritt Dokey, of
Kalamazoo, started the
season with a big night,
guiding three horses into the
winner's circle.

He started with Scot Far in
the opener, winning by as
many as four lengths in 2:39.1.

He had just as much luck
with Wrights Cleoette in the
third, coming from fourth on
the final turn to take the lead
and then pull away for an easy
victory in 2:39.3.

But the easiest triumph
came in the ninth when he
found a mud-lover in Delta
Knox and hit the finish line 70
yards ahead of General Bay in
2:35.1.

DON CHAPMAN — North Farmington's all
around gymnast won All-State honors with the
top individual effort at the state meet with a
score of 26.15.

Doughty loose would have
made all the difference. It was
the same with our passing—
one completion along the way-
- or one interception in those
closing minutes, would have
turned the tide, t00.”

Asked what he thought of
the offensive system in which
Coach Schembechler calls aill
the plays, Guy had a ready
answer.

“If the coach has to take the
blame for a defeat- when it
comes ~ he ought to have the
right to call the plays. More
than that, he's in a better
position to call them as he has
the benefit of advice from the
spotters in the press box.

“Maybe the quarterbacks
called the plays in the old - old
days. But they didn't have the
defenses fo study that we have
now. That's enough of a task,
without selecting the plays, |
too.” H

Discussing "Coach Schem-
bechler’s methods Murdock
answered the critics by -
stating that he never saw a
coach who became so involved
in a game after the starting *
whistle blows.

“He's in the game more
than we are,” he explained.
“When we are pulled from a
game for a bit of a rest or to
getsome advice, we just sit on
the bench and wait our call to
action again. Lt

“But there's no rest for Bo.
He’s up and down, calling and
yelling, and getting involved
in every play. He's a rugg
taskmaster--but he gets you in
condition and ready for a
game, You can't ask any more
than that.”

As a parling shot the
Wolverine veteran said, “I
just can't wait to get on the job
as a teacher~ and a coach~ at
some high school.”

No mention was made of pro
football, but that sounded like
bad news for the Houston
team that got him in the
National Football League
draft.

Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc

Minard

Are Detroit area tracks
ready for winter racing?

That question has been
asked numerous times during

the past two weeks and as of

right now there isn't an an-
swer.

Hazel Park's operations
were rtubbed out for three
days, Tuesday and Wed-
nesday blacked out and races
called off after one event on
Monday, because of track
conditions.

The heavy going and the
fact that there were numerous
holes caused the jockeys to
refuse to accept mounts and
management had no recourse
other than to rework the track
and get it into condition that
would be acceptable to the
tiny riders.

‘The half-mile strip at North-
ville Downs appeared to have
collapsed for the final three
programs and Wednesday's
racing was probably the worst
of the entire year due to the
numerous holes in the strip.

TIME AFTER TIME horses

that never showed a break on
their past performances
would step into holes on the
backstretch, going into a bad
break and in most instances
the drivers got the horses back
on stride and drove to the barn
area.
On four different occasions
horses went down, spilling the
drivers on the track. There
weren't any injuries but there
were four mud covered
reinsmen who didn’t have any
good words to say about the
racing conditions.

Wolverine Raceway found
the rains and spring thaws
turned the track into a heavy,
muddy surface. There wasn’t
any danger of accidents since
the horses appeared to mire
down on the backstretch and
on one or twe occasions it
tooked as if the horses were
leaning against the fence to
get second wind before con-
tinuing on to the finish line.

Tracks in other parts of the
land run into similar problems
and appear to have some kind
of answers. From this corner
it seems that Michigan’s
operators should get their
heads together, visit other
areas where winter racing is
conducted and learn what is
done to make conditions
suitable for racing.

A deep bed of limestone
appears o be the answer in
the Toronto, Canada area.
Others have found the ar-
tificial Tartan surface assures
good racing at all times.

We have no idea what is
needed in Michigan. We do
know that year round racing is
with us and probably will be
continued in the years to
come. Thusit is up to the tréck
managements to solve the
problem.

There isn't much sense in
going through the happenings
of this winter year aiter year.
There has to be a way; and the
track managements should be
duty bound to find a solution.

ALTHOUGH the
weatherman did everything
but smile on the final three
nights, Northville Downs
closed its second winter
meeting Wednesday with
business up 13.9 per cent over
that of a year ago.

A closing night crowd of
3,189 wagered $290.554 to hike
the nightly average to
$267,650. That compared to
$234,934 last winter and to the
$247,471 for the Jackson-
Northville campaign in
January. The total handle for
the 44 nights was $10,438,337.

Indoor Golf
At Westland

Pro Gary Whitener, of
Livonia's Whispering Willows
golf course, isn’t scheduled to
open for business until April 1
but he'll be a busy man long
before that time.

Gary will handle an indoor
golf school at Westland Center
commencing Friday, March
24, and continuing through
April 11. B

The indoor school will in-
clude al} fundamentals of the
game and Whitener plans to
divide it into two sessions on
each of the four nights.....
March 24 and 28, April 4 and
11. The first will start at 7 and
continue until 8:30 and the
second from 8:30 to 10 p.m.

Registration may be made
by calling the Westland Center

- office for additional details.



