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“LITTLE MAN WITH STAR.” by Ralph

Kntley. A Séhookratt College Masque
production.

Sunday

At Schooleraft

The Friends ——
Dancie Garris, Helen Read-
ing. Karen Zieke, Sandy Stump. John

Judi Simpsan, Twyla Ko

. Sharon

Lioda Dilaure; choreograph.
Miligan: sat paintiog, Ken Kiein, Joho
Torseon.

Concert

Compositions
Offer Variety

Russian, American, French
and German works will be
featured in Plymouth this
Sunday (April 16) when the
Plymouth Symphony Or-
chestra presents a concert.

Armenian melodies and
dance rhythms and the
oriental flavor of near -
eastern folk music abound in
the work chosen by Emily
Mutter Austin for her guest
appearance.

She'll be heard in Concerto
in D minor for Violin and
Orchestra by the Russian
Somposer, Khachaturian, at
the 4 p.m. concert in
Plymouth’s new high school
auditorim at Joy and Canton

Center Roads, Tickets, at §2
for adults and $1 for students,
will be on sale at the door.

MRS. AUSTIN is on the
faculty of Wayne State
University as well as being in
the first violin section of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
and the Plymouth Symphony.

The program will open with
Robert W. Jones's salute to
Artrain’s visit to Plymouth
(April 19-May 6), a fanfare
called “Kaleidophon.”

For the first major work in
the program, conductor
Wayne Dunlap has chosen
Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante
in E-flat major for Four Wind
Instruments and Orchestra,,

By BETTY MASSON

Can an almost - new cast in
an almost - new musical make

3. leaving home worthwhile?

At Schoolcraft College this
weekend, the answer is

The college’s Masque
Players are presenting an
original work called “Little
Man with Star,” written by
Ralph Kelley and the students.
At least 90 per cent has been
written by them, There are a
few familiar songs. And the
program explains, “Ninety
per cent of this cast is new,
making their first appearance
on stage.”

THE PLAY WILL be seen
again tonight (Saturday) at 8
and tomorrow at 7 in the
Liberal Arts Theater on the
campus, 18600 Haggerty. It
opened Thursday.

The musical has at least
three things going for it ... and
one going against it.

First, the staging and
lighting are excellent. The use
of slide projections adds a
great deal to the enjoyment of
the play.

Second, it's a play which
captures and holds your at-
tention. The *‘problems” are
outlined clearly and movingly
early in the first act, in which
we see a suburban mother
waiting in an airport for her
son who has just been released
from an Army hospital.

But she feels no joy at the
prospect of his return.

“Since he's been gone, I've
learned to enjoy my
freedom,” she says.

And her husband comments
that everything he has hoped
for for his son has led to

‘Little Man’ Does ‘Well

home and is greeted rather
perfunctorily.

He gets the car keys, and
mother and father get back to
their busy routines. .

“I'll be just as lonely as
ever,” he says.

You can't help wondering
how these conflicting needs
will be reconciled.

THE POSSIBLE ANSWER
comes in the form of Robert’s
old girl friend, Jill, and her
friends, and here is the best
thing going for the musical.

‘The friends, or the chorus,
in a wonderfully weird array
of costumes, are the un-
doubted stars of the show as
they dance and sing and try to
convince Robert that his
salvation liesina Jesus - freak
type of involvement.

Their enthusiasm is cat-
ching and they are out-
standing.

The bad part is that the
same cannot be said for in-
dividual performances.
Lessons in diction and
projection are obviously
needed.

In staging any kind of a
show, a community college
has a terrific problem with
time, Many students work as
well as go to school, and in this
case it looks as if the available
time was taken up in directing
the chorus, not the in-
dividuals.

It was probgbly a wise
move, because the over - all
impression is exceilent. But
one cannot help but mourn the
loss of the old - fashioned
elocution teacher and wish..
that grade and high schools
would take up the slack.

Of the play itself, the

The son, Robert, arrives

leaves me un-
convinced.
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THE SUBURBA

N CONCERT BALLET has

been invited to dance this weekend for the Mid-
States Regional Ballet Festival in Kansas City.
Mo. They will perform “Les Petits Riens.” In a

scene from the ballet are four Farmington
members of the company (fram left) Lyan
Ferszt, Kathy Taylor, Linden Coller and Karen

Ziemba

Farmington Unit Is In Festival

Eight members of the
Suburban Concert Ballet
Company, headquartered at
31315 13 Mile, Farmington, are
in Kansas City, Mo, this
weekend performing for the
Mid-States Regional Ballet
Association festival.

‘The dancers include Mary
Kreason, Kathy Taylor, Karen
Wolfe and Karen Ziemba, all
of Farmington, as well as Jill
Eathorne of Northville,
Lucinda Gehrke of Clawson,
Tove Johnson of Pontiac and
Melissa Mitchell of Bir-
mingham.

Miss Kreason is majoring in
ballet at the University of
Akron.

las, are being featured this month at Marco’s

ACCOMPANYING THEM
are Mrs. Evelyn Kreason, the
artistic director; Mrs. Charles
Mitchell, president of the
company's Artistic Guild;
Mrs. Jame Johnson of Pon-
tiae, vice-president; and two
members-at-large.

The group is one of three
chosen from the southeastern
Michigan area to perform at
this inaugural festival. The
Suburban Concert Ballet, the
Christopher  Ballet  of
Rochester, and the Harbinger
Dance Company of Detroit
were chosen during a week of
adjudication in February.
Companies from 12 other

midwestern states are at-
tending the four-day festival
(April 13-16).

The company will perform
13 dance suites in the pastoral.
barogue style, set to the music
of “Les Petits Riens” by
Mozart.

Other ballets in the com-
pany repertoire include a full-
length production of “Nut-
cracker” and “Theme and
Variations” by Tchaikovsky;
“Les Vignettes d'Espagna,”
choreographed by Leon
Danielian of the American
Ballet Theater School in New
York; “Les Patineurs” and

“Country Village Suite,”
choreographed by Dominic
Missimi of the University of
Detroit Theater staff; “*Spring
Symphony,” *‘Western Suite,”
“L'American” and “Circus,”
choreographed by Mrs.
Kreason; and “Requiem” and
“The Osirian  Order,”
choreographed by Mrs. Betti
Decker. :

The company holds open
auditions in the spring and fall
of each year. Inquiries may be
directed to its headqudrters in
Farmington.

DICK BENSEK

The fist of the big national
cooking contests was held in
1947 promoted by poultry
farmers in the Detmarva Pen-
insula. Those entering the
contest had to submit origi-
nal recipes for chicken: and
when their entries were ap-
proved. they traveled to the
peninsula bringing with them
the ingredients for their reci-
pes except the chickens.
Entire families journeyed 10
the place where the contest
was held and watched ea-
gerly as the three-day com-
petition got under way. The
contest was so successful
that it became an annual
event with participants com-
ing from as many as thirty-
four states!

Delectable meals can be had
by just a short journey to
DANISH [INN. 32305
Grand River Ave., 476-
§320, “Farmington's Finest".
1n addition to excellent meals
you can enjoy the memora-
ble music of Pat Flowers
Tuesdays thru Saturdays
from 8:30.PM-Closing. We
have a large parking lot and
a beautiful supper club

in Fari

The two are Kim Cramer {left) guitarist. and Dallas Van Camp, singer. They
are alternating with a rock group in Thursday, Friday and Saturday evening
performances between 9 p.m. and 2 a.m. Both attended Farmington High
School. They entered the show business world last summer and have ap-
peared in East Detroit, Royal Ogk and in England. {Observer photo by Bob

Woodring}

SATURDAY. JUNE 24-
SUNDAY. JULY 2
by American
Airlines

$279

COMPLETE
TOUR PARTY
THURS. APRIL 20

8

M.

- at
OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS

36261 Schoolcsaft
Livonia

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 14-
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
by American
Airlines

$429

COMPLETE
(399 + TAXES)
OPTION: One Additional
Week Quter Islands

*619

COMPLETE
CELEBRATE
Aloha Week!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11-
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
by American
Airlines

5349

COMPLETE

9-Day Fiesta
Tour -- See Mexico
City, Acapulco and
a colorful bull fight!

INTEREST

ED? Call 345-8443 or write:
s e ot -

2 Photography Classes Set

ROCHESTER

“Photographic Field Trips™
and “Basic Photography"" will
be offered by Oakland
University’s division of
continuing education in the
eight-week spring term which
begins the week of April 17.
‘The first meeting of the field
trip course will be Tuesday
evening, April 18. The field

trips will be on Saturdays at
different times to provide
experience with varying light
conditions. All will be on the
university campus.

The beginning photography
class will meet Thursday

evenings.
Course brochures and
registration forms are

available at the division.

6L3.0870 —TOTAL FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT—

PENN THEATRE

760 PENNIMAN
PLYMOUTH

HELPFUL HINT:

To discourage eggs from
cracking when hard-boiling
them. salt the water heav-
ily.

NIGHTLY SHOWINGS 6:45 and

SAT. & SUN. 2:16 - 4:!

-6:45_9:

MUSIC MOTIVATION UNLIMITED
presents in Concert . . .
The BROOKSIDE JAZZ ENSEMBLE

featuring . . .

URSULA WALKER

April 23rd
from 8 to 11 p.m.

AT
THE

THUNDERBIRD
HILTON INN

14707 Northville Road
oU i

$3.00 COVER




