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Coleus: shady ladies: If
you're looking for a flashy
plant which will grow in the
shade and give you a splash of
color, try coleus.

‘The last several years have
seen a remarkable increase in
the use of this old - fashioned
plant. Years ago it was grown
in the north window for its

show and now it's-used as a
bedding plant for shady
locations and for porch boxes.

Coleus comes in all colors of
the rainbow - rich reds,
yellow, coppers, pink, green
and soft ivory, chartreuse and
dnzens of other bright warm
OIS,

You can start coleus from
seed and from “slips” rooted
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in plain tap water. Getting the
seed to germinate is easy if
you remember one point: the
plant is of tropical origin
(Java) and it needs a warm
temperature, about 75 degrees
or higher. Grow or start seed
in a loose mixture of sand,
peat and perlite, 1\3each. Seed
sown in March will be about
right for outdoor cuttings.
Order your seed now and be
sure of getting the colors you
want.

Many home gardeners have
ypotted coleus in their windows
now. Take cuttings from the
tips. After white roots
develop, pot these into three -
inch clay pots and grow in a
bright window (o direct sun).

It’s natural for coleus leaves
to drop indoors, especially if
the air is hot and dry. Coleus is
one plant that likes to be
pinched to induge branching
and bushiness. Pinching
| consists merely of snipping off
the shoots (tips), using your
thumb and forefinger.

WATER WITCHING works!
Some time ago we mentioned
water witching (the art of
locating water in the ground).

Here's a nice letter from a
reader: ““My grandfather
knew how to locate water and
he did it for years (he lived to
be 88). People were always
amazed to see him take a
forked twig into both hands
and walk to where he thought
water might be, If water was
near, even with the strength of
both hands, he could not keep
the twig from turning to the
ground.

Green Thumb note: We get
many letters saying that
water witching works. Hope
more readers will write and
tell us if they think it does or
does not work.

GREEN THUMB BONUS:
Are cats and dogs bothering
your bushes? Send me a self -

H N
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stamped envelope
for my bulletin, “14 Tricks to
Keep Cats and Dogs Away
from Plants.”

CALENDULAS are one of the easiest an-
nuals to grow and, now that the Pacific Beauty
strain is available, bloom all summer long.

Calendulas Are

Bloomin’ Fools

It’s always a joy to grow a
plant that’s easy, that isn’t
fussy about seoil and that
produces lots of beauteous
blooms. Se calendulas should
be on every gardener’s list for
they prove ail of the
statements above.

Seeds should be planted
outdoors when frost danger is
over, covered with % inch of
fine soil and seedlings thinned
when two inches tall.
You can transplant the
thinnings or give them to a
fortunate neighbor if you have
sufficient plants left for your
own use,

Calendulas used to be
considered flowers for cool
areas only because they stood
the summer heat so poorly.
But the Pacific Beauty strain
changed that attitude for
varieties of this strain bloom
right through the summer.

Choose the colors you prefer
from Lemon Beauty, Apricot
Beauty, Flame Beauty (deep
orange), Persimmon Beauty,
Cream Beauty, with the most
delicate coloring, or grow a
mixture of all these shades.

All of the flowers of this
strain have broad, incurved
petals and are larger than
those of older varieties.

SHOULD YOU be interested
in different forms of blossoms,
there are two that are

remarkably different. The
first, named Geisha Girl, has
blooms so incurved that each
looks like a Japanese
chrysanthemum colored
orange with a reddish sheen.

The other is crested—that is
the center of the flower is
made up of tiny, upright quills
and the outer petals serve as a
frame. Kablouna, available in
separate colors or in a mix-
ture of them is one such
variety, Zvolanek's Crested is
the other.

Most calendulas grow two
feet high, with long stems
excellent  for  cutting.
However, there are times
when dwarf forms would be
preferable and you also can
grow those.

Sunny Boy is a “‘natural” for
pots as plants are mound -
shaped and only 6 inches high,
while Dwarf Orange grows
about 12 to 14 inches tall with
the usual bushy plants.

Sow calendula seeds early
and treat yourself to the
longest possible season of
fowers.

Control Preset

Shower and bath controls
are now available that enable
you to preset the temperature
before turning on the water,
The temperature then
remains constant despite
pressure changes.

Garden
Chatter

Latest research shows that
seeds of all types of petunias
need light in order to sprout.

Since most other kinds of
seeds sprout well in darkness,
this news may explain why
some gardeners report dif-
ficulty in growing petunias
from seeds.
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‘THE BUSH form of summer
squash is a favorite with the
home gardener because it
takes so much less room in the
garden than the vine type.

Now there's also a bush
form of pumpkin which bears
full-sized, smooth, round
fruits, to 10 inches in
diameter.

PROBABLY THE most
fascinating crop for a child to
grow is peanuts because
flowers bend over and bury
themselves  underground
where the “nuts'’ grow.

A fast - maturing variety
like NC-17 will produce even in
most Northern states where
the season is short.

Make certain that the
peanuts planted are raw, not
roasted.

Shell nuts, plant eight to 10
inches apart in rows 2% to
three feet apart. Cover with
two inches of soil, preferably
sandy.

Cultivate as needed, dig
before frost and hang vines in
an airy place to cure.

TRY SOME foilage plants in
your garden to contrast with
the bright blooms of your
annuals,

Dusty miller, flowering
kale, coleus, or amaranthus
are possibilities.

BUSH TYPE balsam is
sometimes called summer
gardenia. This type is dwarf,
growing one foot tall. Each
mounded plant is covered with
clusters of flowers,

CROWDING cabbage plants
in a row does not result in an
increased crop.

Instead, crowding causes
plant to go to seed rather than
form heads.

For this reason set plants or
thin seedlings to allow at least
12 and, for large-headed
varieties, 18 inches between
plants.
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