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. prospective financial status.

Pastor Roger Schleef. of Livonia's

Faith Lutheran Church, expects the
coup1es he marries to have extensive
premarital counselllng before their
wedding date,

“l will not agree to do the wedding
unless they come in three to five
times for counselling or attend a
series of classes on marriage which is.
given by the church, except when

there are extenuating circumstances.”

Pastor Schleef said. Needless to say,
he continued, a twinkle in his eyes, |
don’t perform many ceremonies on
short notice.

. Despite changing tlmes couples
getting married today are “as star-

Fy-eyedasthey have everbeen,”

the pastor believes. ""They are
somewhatunaware of any obsta-
cles and unwilling to discover the

" areas where possible confliéts may

develop.”

=" Tao help the prospective bride ‘and

groom face their life together more

- realistically, Pastor Schieef has each

one fill out a questionnaite which he
uses as a basis for his counseiling.

THE MAN AND woman are asked

‘questions regarding family, hes!th and
ledge
of sex, the background of ‘their
.romance and their current and
Pastor
Schleef said that many couples fill out
the questionnaire together, but he
prefers it to be done individually and
in the absence of the other.

Questions such as “‘Is there
anything in your life that you have
concealed from your future spouse
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" Hillside Inn, our dzsuncuve_ foods, '_ -
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memorable event in your lifetime.
Accommacau(ms‘ from 20 to 140 persons.

aundeLledyialf awaits to . D
make your wedding the mosi- - o

wdgz}*’“

P B

thrat you would-like-somehow-to "[ﬂﬂr

better when it comes up.”
Pastor Schieef readily admitted
that only a small percentage of the

.. couples he sees_come_to_him with a

real concern’ for counselling. “They
are thinking about their wedding. | am
thinking about their marriage.”

The pastor noted an increase in the
number of people who have had
formal sex education. 'Often | find,
thatithas been on avery academic °
level and not personally applicable to
them,’ declared. On the_other
hand, “‘itlis not infrequent for the
couple | am cqunselling to already be
Iwmg together when they come to
me. -

Are the.chances for a successful
marriage greater because a couple
has already experienced living

together?
"1 don’t think it can be determlned
- that alone.”” Pastor Schleef

lhoughtfuﬂy began. "For some, livi
together could be beneficial. Butu%,‘

really comes down to what kind o
commitment they are willing to make
to one another. Are they willing to
make.it public, to bind themselves
together in a legal-way?
| think it takes about five years of
living together to really know one’
another, to know what it meahs ‘to
love'.”
Pastor Schleefhas noted fewer
guilt feelings toward premarital sex

birth control in the people he has
counselled in recent years. He also
finds a lessened feeling of obligation
to have children.

AS PART OF his job. the pastor
tries to help the-couple view realisti-
cally the basic responsibilities in

.making up a home. He gets them to

discuss howsehold chores in order to’
explore their attitudes.

“Sometimes | find the tradmonal
domincering male who will not sec
himself in a domestic role. If thisis
the case, then his wife-to-be had
better know about it in advance. But
more and more | see them dividing
the responsibilities. "How do you feel

"about vacumning. about maklnq

dinner?’

Is marriage an outmoded institu-
tion as statistics on divorce might
indicate? According to the pastor, it

-depends on how the individuals

Iook at'the relationship.
—'tf_a.couple.can.see their ‘marriage .

~— and a-miore'natural attitude-toward —-— —

>

up atthis time?"" and ""Do you feel
that you are adequately prepared’ for

hat in'your |udgment is |ackmg7
are designed, to bring problem arcas
out into thé open wherc 1hey may be
sharcd -0

it h’as been my experlcnc that
»scx and money\ag_gthe arcas- |r1cv;h1ch
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and how'it relatcs to other people and.
the. whole human communny then -
"'Zf ini$. N0t lmpossi-

Pastor Schﬁef is a firm advocate of -
post - marriage encounter groups -
such as the ones which the Catholic
“They relieve the
every day stressges and strains-and re-

.

conflicts— ansc—most_qulcklv_PasloL_uan_avenucs fof _communjcation for

Schleef said. “When couples are’
alerred to this, they can handle it
. ~

touples of every age and at every
stage in.a marriage,” he said.



