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The worst cut of all was that
just after some helpful fella in the
U.S. Agriculture Department

advised us all that fish was a °

cheaper source of protein than
meat, the government turned
around and devalued the dollar.
Since something like 70 per cent
of all the fish.eaten in this coun-
try is imported, devaluation
means that fish will go up by
around 10 per cent in the next
week or so.

Maybe those college kids down
in Oklahoma who!got so much
ink last week with their anti
inflationary dog food diet are on
to something. I remember in my
youth having an occasional shov-
Jng match with old Boy out there
in the back yard after the dish
was put down, and if memory
serves, kibble biscuits aren’t all
bad.

There are other ways of beat-
ing the skyrocketing cost of food.
Alot of folks I know here who
have big lots are deep in the
middle of plannmg}a nice vegeta-
ble garden this summer. Seeds
are on order; prehoemg exercises
are under way; the county agri-
cultural estension agents phone
is constantly busy. |

There are only §\v0 catches to
the home garden strategy. The
first is bugs and cutworms, but
Nancy Richard (wife of our News
Editor Tim Richard), who has
plenty of experience in this area,
assures me that it’s just a matter

of constant vigilance and effort.
The second is that if you're
seen at the business end of a
shovel, wearing denim overalls
with a red bandana in your

pocket and a basket of fresh,
vegetables in your lutchen you're

likely to get a rock through your

plate glass window, coirtesy of
‘the millions of housewives who
are even more anti-farmer these
days than they are antl -busing.

FARMERS ARE in trouble in
more ways than one. Not only are
they (somewhat unfau'ly) being
blamed for the rise m food costs,.
but alsu they are hterally being
pushed loff thexr land by rlsmg
taxes. |

Land that is worth, say, 3650 an
acre for! iarmmg is worth a whale
of a lot more to a developer who
wants to put up a shopping center
or a subdivision. As the suburbs
pushed; mcreasmg]y into the
farming areas, land values started
to jump. . . and so did property
taxes.

For a time the fanners fought
back by using their|clout with
township assessors torig their
assessments, but in time the
liberals got sore at such inequity
(not tomention thé folks who
bought & home in a new sub and
discovered that their land was
being assessed at about double
the rate of the farmer across the
next mileroad.). ~ }

So assessments were equalized,
which was just but‘whlch also-
raised property taxes so high that
farmers found they simply
couldn/t keep up. So they sold
their land to developers

At present, Wayne County has
only 13per cent of it$ land left in
, and Oakland County isn't
much better with 18 per cent. The -
helpful folks at the Southeast
Michigan Council lof Govern-

i

Garden Clty Snubs

Believe it or riot. the chairman
of the Southeast chhlgan Coun-
cil “of Governments came to
Observerland suburbs last week
and the temtory lS still alive and
well. ,\

Chgirman James Grannan
appeared before the Garden City
Chamber of Commerce and he
didn’t sprout horns, spit fire, or
spread any comaglous diseases.

In fact, Grannan is from the
spburbs of Macomb County
where the fears of ‘‘supergov-
ernment” from SEMCOG are as

. strong as anywhere.

It was appropriate he made
one of his first public appear-
ances in Garden City where the
city council and school board
have refused to join the organiza-
tion.

Althe »oh the
government is a
commerce member; no of
appeared for the membership
luncheon to hear Grannan.

Several administrators denied
there Was any mtentlonal move to
avoid the SEMCOG chairman or
boycutt his address|to the cham-
ber.
Bui the final result was the
same‘(;ranna" was snubbed.
Chamber offlcers asked city
offiicials to attend the luncheon
and Hoped they would become
more] conseious of their regional

responsibilities,

But the city council has been
parncularly opposed to joining
-SEMCOG and department heads
“ were reluctant to shuffle calen-
* dars l{o make the meeting.

municipal
chamber oi
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ments have released a study
showing that after awhile there
simply won't be any farm land to
_speak of in Wayne and Oakland
cqunties.
IN RESPONSE to thls offi-
ials in the Michigan*Department
Agriculture have started firing
f press releases suggesting that
1 farm land will be gone from
utheastern Michigan by the
ar 2000 and that this will
foduce severe food shortages
- and change our diets.
This is, of course, nonsense. In
anage of rapid mass transport,
fdod. is shipped around the coun-
try much liké automobiles, and
extept in very general | terms a
sortage of farm land in south-
eastern Michigan isn’t likely to do
much more than inflation has
already done to our diets:
But therelis a point to the
concern, i
Part of it has to do with a
feeling that our society has gone
too far, too fast with develop-
ent, that our suburbs are in
serious danger of becoming
nothing more than a homoge-
néous mass of subdivisions, that
olir kids are $o enthralled at the
easy-money - shoot - the - angle
e
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e
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hic of a TV society that the
ard-working, honest-talking
hic-oT The farmer wnll soon
rever be gone.

Alot of folks like nothmg more
than to take aride on the week~
€end out to the apple orchards in
Farmington or Novi or to the
farm areas of Canton and Plym-
uth Townships ~ not so much as
ourists but more as searchers
after an ethu: and a sohdltv that

SEMCOG

Several of the administrators
lhave legitimate reasons for fulfill-
ing their responsibilities in city
ha!! hut there should have been at
least one representatlve from city
hall to hear Grannan and heed
what he had to say.
The SEMCOG chalrman who
comes from a- Detrult suburb of
15,000, said that Detroit-area
communities have a responsnblh-
ty to be “‘good neighbers’ and
help each other when the need
arises.
Grannan insisted he is opposed
to “‘super-government,’ a fear
many cities have of SEMCOG.
He is also opposed to any
erosion of cities” home rule, as
are Garder City and other offi-
cials.
Grannan commented on one of
fhe problems involved with
suburban-officials who at one
time opposed joining SEMCOG
but later changed their mind.
The problem is having the
suburban officials “saving face™
when they change their attitudes
and join the reglonal organiza-
tio
But it’s difficult fo get tothe
position of changmg one’§ mind
| when public officials' are refusing
simply to listen to the other side
of the story before makmg a final
conclusion, ;

N

seéms to have passed thém by in
the rush for asphalt and cinder
block.

There’s a lot of talk about a
new shopping center in Cant
Township, and the big center that
was supposed to go into the
northwest part of Farmington
Township is still floating up|i
the air preparatory to settling
somewhere in that vicinity.|
may be that development is inevi-
table, that growth demands
shopping areas, that developers
always Wm

But at this point of the evo)
tion of the suburbs, it seems
me that we ought to start asking
ourselves if the creation of yet
another shopping center or the
development of yet another
condominium project is reaily
worth the final eradication|of
nearby farms and fields and trees
and our heritage in the land.

Food Prlces And Shoppmg Centers:
IsSubw

|

rbau Devel()pment Worth I?

15 THAT A GAYEL OR A CLUB 2

Mary Dumas’ Stand Lauded

Anyone know where I can get a
long-stemmed daisy? The stem
has to be long enough to conceal
a hacksaw blade. I may need to
take one to Mary Dumas in the
Wayne County Jail next week.!

Mrs. Dumas and 16 other
countyseommissioners have been
ordered by Circuit Judge Joseph
A. Sullivan to begin serving jail
sentences next Monday [for
contempt of court. There’s an

“Ninteresting thing about judges:
"When they send a dope pushe‘ or
murderer or rapist to the house-
gow, it’s for a definite term»» a
year, five. years, life. In a
contempt case, however, your
stay in jail is indefinite.

I’ve picked on Mary begore
when I thought she was wrong, so
elemental fairness requires me to
back her when she’s nght What’
more, my support is scared
double fortlsSlmo, with am‘pll-

Many Peculiarities
Of Haman Behavmr

Some ancient axioms of human
behavior: :

There is no dress so ueg, S0
 tasteless, that some woman won 't
buy it.

The most predictable news
handout of the week, hot from
the mifeo machine of the Michi-
gan Assn. of School Boards, said
the MASB. board * expressed
sincere dismay. . . at some of, the
recommendatlons for tax cuts
contained in Gov. Milliken's
‘State of the State’ address.” |

Funny thing about our food
industry: They always contended
that trading stamps don’t réally
‘raise consumer prices; but feder-
al requirements on the printing of
ingredients and nutrional values
they see as extremely costly. |

In any line at the counter of a
drug or party store, 10 per cent of

Sense And
Nonsense

Snowmobilers defend their
pastime by saymg only asmall
minority of bad sports violate
laws and damage things; but the
truth is that ALL snowmobiles
make a racket and spook game.

the take 90 per cent of
the time.

There is ho book, film or work " -

of art that is so gross, so morally
rancid; that some liberal profes-
sor of literature won’t contenid in
court that it has “‘redeeming
social value.” R |

Virtually every school board in
©bserverland has what it calls
“executive’ meetings --secret
sessions from which the publ

?

fiers turned up full blast.

What happened is that the
union of circuit court! probation
officers didn’t like the kind of
wage settlements other unions
were getting from the County

- Labor Relations Board. So the

union made its own|deal, for
quite a bit more doughi(up to 21.6
per cent), with the judges them—
selves.

The Judges ordered the county
commissioners to pay the bill.

The commissioners — our legisla-

tors -- said ‘‘nuts.” :So Judge
Sullivan, despite a conflict of
interests, says “‘jail, March 19.”
There’s a constitutional qi

tion: Does the legislative branch
of povernment pass our budgets,
or does a court order a budget
and then tell the legislative
branch -- and us ta
humbly to pick up th
to jail?

barred but at which important
decisions are made. Yet after
repeated challenges on this
editorial page, not one of these
furtive knaves has had the cour-
age to explain publicly, in writ-
ing, how a legislative body cah
hold an “‘executive’ meeting.

xpayers --.
e bill or go.

3

There’s an even bigger ques-
tion which no court has faced, a
question that mere lawyers can't
comprehend: What kind of fiscal

mess will we have if one branch’ 3

4
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of government is fundedautomat- -

ically while jother branches have
to go through the review process?

. Judge Sullivan will not allow
the county to develop orderly pay
scales for various classes of civil
service. He won’t allow our
lawmakers lto balance. the needs
of the clrcuu court against the
needs for the hospital, the jail,
the treasurer’s office, the park
system, the air pollution control
system, the|sheriff’s department
..and so on.

Judge ‘Sullivan puts on his

blinders and says: *“‘Pay any.court
bills we runiup.” :
That’s a/dismal way to run a

government, but itseems to be
the judicialltrend. Up in Lansing,
as I noted last week, Chief Justice
Thomas Kavanaglichas had the
gall to ask publicly that the courts
get afi autgmati¢ thrée per cent
cut of all revenu& with no legis-
lative questions asked.

County Commissioner Paul
Silver, not exactly one of my
favorite characters, was right for
once when he said: ““The king
(Sullivan) has dissolved parlia-
ment. We no longer have a legi's-
lative body in Wayne County.”

So today/s honor Toll includes
County C s Mary
Dumas(R-Livonia), Tom Taylor

m
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Sense And
Nonsense

Steven Patterson. board
member of the Farmington
Alliance ,for Neighborhood
Schools. says the group was
formed “to avoid the disorganiza-
tion that NAG experienced.”
Patterson should know, since his
brother Brooks was the NAG
attorney, using that groupasa
stepping-stone to become
©Oakland County prosecutor.

Every television critic I've.ever
read considers Archle Bunker the
butt of all the humor of “Allin
the Family.” Thiey must be snobs
or something for failing to see
that half the time the'long-haired,
liberal, socmloglst son-in-| law
Mike, is the buffoon.|

" to say wl

fewdays

(D-W 1), Brian Arrowsmith
with (R-Wayne), Chairman Bob
Fitz Patrick, . Paul Silver and the
other commissioners gutsy
enough to resist judicial royalty.
Biit there’s one chap 1 have my
doubts abput -- Commissioner
Dick Mapning (D-Redford).
You'll recall that Manning once
tripd to make school busing a
county -isspe, which it certainly
isn't; and that Manning had a lot
en a radical judge
wouldn't stand for the pledge to
the flag.
Well, when the chips were
down on ajtruly important county
issue, Manning abstained. He
simply didn’t vote. As it turned
out, his abstention was legally
interpreted as a negative vote,
and so he too ultimately came
under Judge Sullivan’s jail order.
Let’s let Manning sitin jaila
efore we bring hima
long-stemmed daisy.
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