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When you sit on a bu;
it’s hard to know whic|
bites you -- and that":
the way it was for Johr
High School Tuesday ni

N I

2 Saw.
h tooth
about
Glenn
ight.

The Rockets from Westland
hadn't seen such cannonading
all season and never orjce' had
the lead as they fell to
Romulus. 81-58, in the first
round of the Class A regional
basketball eliminatign at
Belleville.

Glenn had won its
titte by beating thi

istrict
host

ulus Cag
Glenn Reglonal

Belleville team on the same
court Saturday afternoon, but
thé Northwest Suburban
champions were no match for
the Romulus wizards
Tuesday. -°

Friday night, Romulus will
play the winner of tonight's
Bedford-Detroit Southwestern
game for the right to advance
to the state quarter- ~-finals.

With eight paints from 6-5
John Long, Romulus powered
in front, 13-4, in the first four
minutes and was never
headéd. In fact. Glenn was
down 6-0 béfore Dave

f
REBOUND SCRAMBLE--FJankIm ngh s Jamie Knapp {42) and Keyi
Kaseta (34) vie (or a loose ball under their basket. Murray-Wright upend
Franklin in the regnonal clash, 70-59. (0bserver photo by Harrv Mauthe)

; out of the
|

ers

Carlmgton put the R
the board and it was I
in front. 21-11, at th
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satisfaction of winni
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time, under Coach
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when the Pilots hit a hot
streak that enabled them to
build up a 23-10 lead at the end
of the opening stanza and 34-14
halfway through the second.
But then the Patrlots staged
one of the greakest comebacks
in Franklin tourney history to
make upthe huge deficit.

‘Then, with victory in reach,
Franklin wilted id the fading
moments which saw the
Detroiters tally lonr quick
hoops.

Crush
Hopes

gunners ran their lead to 50-
29 by halftime and then
coasted home free after
quelling a mild lhll’d period
Glenn uprising that brought
five straight baskets.

Carlington and Jelf Brittain
each popped in two baskets
and J.B. McBride added
another off Glenn's fast break
during that spurt. This pulled
Glenn within 13 pomls at 59-46
after three perwds, but
Romulus then took loff again
for a 22-12 margin m the finai
stanza.

Jim Hall poured \28 points
through the hoop‘ for the
winners and threg others
were in double figures.
Carlington. who has paced
Glenn all season.! led his
troops again with 26 but for
the first time Glenn was
outrebounded and thxs helped
spell the difference. |

~They just came;out and
took the game away‘ from us
in the opening minutes,”
admitted Davis. :

However, he has
consolation in knowing that in
doing this Romulus shot a
red-hot 65 per cent from the
floor in canning 37 of 36 field
goal attempts. In the first
half .alone, the victors drop-
ped 23 of 30 shots lhmugh the
hoop for 76 per cent | and nc.
Glenn team ever, produced
has been able to counteract
that sort of a blitz. !
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Churc hlll Locks Horns Tonzght

With Walled Lak‘e In

By FRED DeLANO

There's no telling where or
when the dream season is
going to end for Livonia
Churchill, basketball |King of
the Western Six an
pretender ‘to the Suburban
Eight' crown after whipping
three of that loop's; loftiest
members for _the ‘district
tourney title, {

Tonight (Wednesday): the
Chargers (18-5) will reet the
Inter-Lakes kingpin,| Walled
Lake Central (18-4),:In Chur-
chill’s first appeararice-in a
state regmnal Tip-off will be
. gym of
Franklm Hngh on Joy 'Rd..
east of Merriman.

On the same coul
night, the “Walled
Churchill winner will
victor between host ‘Franklin
and Detroit Murray Wright
for the regional champlon-
ship. That's a title which
means advancing to the state
Class A quarter s finals,
heady stuff for a school such
as Churchill which has been
in operation only years.

Central beat: Churehill, 64
54, in a non -/league contest
at Walled Lake in January af-
ter the count was tied 48 - all
midway in the final period.
Central is led by 68 all -
state prospect : Rand)

Friday
Lake -
face the

McLean, who has_heen
averaging 30 points and 24
rebounds per game. Chirchill
won the second meeting, 68-
5.

So much for the immediate

future. It's the immediate
past which has quickened the
pulse of Charger rooters. The
excitement stems from; Chur-
chill having soundly beaten
three of the Sub-8's’ elite
within a gpan of five nights
last week for the school's
first district crown. .
“ Livonia Bentley fell,: 50-44.
Then Redford Union was a 64-
52 victim. When the district
title was on the line Samrday.
the Chargers made it nine
wins in their last 10 games by
crushing Plymouth, 68-57.

Early in the second quarler

against Bentley, the onl
time Churchill was behmd
was 2-0 to Plymouth. Charger
domination of the backboards
was just as convincing, like
gelting 44 rebounds to Ben-
tley's 25 and 43 to Plymouth’s
21. Don Braun and Mark
Reed bossed the boards like
they owned them in the
distriet, and tonight this
phase of the game with
Walled Lake's McLean;& Co..
will be all - important.

‘The darllng of the crands.
though, is Phil Damaska,
Churchili’s scoring bomb.

rquelled Plymout!

Dnmaska took a I
per. - game avers
murney and then
against both Bentlpy and RU
and 25 agalnst Plymouth. The
latier output matched his
career high.

Churchlll rompes
l\"sl quarter lea
Rocks and made
halftime. By the
the third period
had grown to 17 (5
the Rocks found thy
A flurry from
Steve Robb, Jeff
Szilagyi, Tim Va
and Bruce John
brought the Rocks
at 61-55, but it w:
too little, too late
trol tactics by t

- polnts -
e into the
scored 22

to a 22-14
over the
it 40-31 at
middle of
he margin
0-33) before
emselves.
on Egloff,
acobs, Jim,
n Wagoner
on finally
within six
s a case of
fas ball con-
e Chargers
while the
clock ticked away,

Robb topped
scorers with 17, and the
defeat left Plymputh with a
record of 156 under first -
year coach Fred Thomann.
No other Plymouth team ever
won as many, 14 having been
the previous recofd.

Winning the di

ticularly sat
Charger Coach
ano. When Chury
he took the he:

sfying to
at Mantag-
hill opened,
d coaching

hu
role after several years as '

Plymouth -&

13
strict under Maer
thése circumstantes was par- }o" ¥

Regional

'
Plymouth assistant, and his
wife still teaches in the
Plymouth system at :Fiegel
Elementary School,

ot ,was electrifying,” he
enthused at game's end.
“They're a fine team, but we
outboarded them and out-
worked them. We moved the
ball with authority.” |

No one quarreled with that
analysis, but Wednesday
night it will be a new ball
game. Those that remain in
Michigan's **March mad-
ness” are all district cham-
pions, a threatening McLean -
led Walled Lake team‘among
them.
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‘The Pilots put on a stall in
the final two and.a half

minutes and Coach George,

Duncan used the closing
minute to use his second
stringers.

It was the 14th victory
against seven losses for the
Pilots, who gained the
regional finals for the first
time. Frarklin dropped- its
ninth game against 15
triumphs.

Livonia Churchill tangles
with Walled Lake Central
Wednesday (tonight) in the
bottom bracket semifinal at 8
pm. The winner will meet
Murray-Wright Friday at 8 for
the championship.

The score seesawed for
three minutes after the
opening tipoff, with Murray-
Wright taking the lead and
Franklin knotting’ it three
times.

Then the fast breaking
Pilots suddenly began taking
advantage of Franklin
misplays and quickly pulled
away to a 23-10 edge. Ken

an

Koger, Walt Howard, Johnny
Davisiand Bob Slaughter hit
for four double deckers in less
than two minutes to pace the
assault.

JeffjWaterstone hit from the
comerm the opening moment
of the secund period for a 23-12
count only to have Koger and
Davis{conneet for four points
each ant boost the lead to 31-
12.

Ke:
for K

n Kaseta Imally tallied
ranklin 4t the four
minute mark but the Pilots
had 2120 point margin at 3414
amoment later. .
That's when ‘the Patriots
finally, settled down and
- started to play the kind of
that gave them a
winning record for tb son.
Tim Fischer, Guy burke
and Kaseta began to hit from
all angles and gradually
whittled ~ the deficit to 12
pomtsathalmme 4129,
Coming back after the rest
period, Franklin procéeded to
outplay the Pilots, 19-10, and
was within a point of a tie, 49-
48, with 30 seconds to play.
Davis, who led the winners
with 28 points, flipped in a slot

klin,

from the corner and it was 51-
48 going into the final eight
minutes.

Kaseta sent the Franklip
rooters into ecstasy with a
rebound to whittle the lead to
51-50.

With 7:17 sfiowing on the
clock, Matt DeMars made the
second of two free throws angl
itwassl-all.

That's as close as the
Patriots came to winning.:
Davis connected from the
corner and then grabbed the
pass in bounds for another agd
the Pilots were ahead, 55-53.

Burke kept Franklin going

with a long shot from outside

the foul line. Koger and R.
King widened the Murray-
Wright edge to 53-53.

Burke was fouled and made
both, 59-55. Waterstone
intercepted a pass in mideourt

and dribbled in for a short &u

shot, 59-57. Davis banged in
another from the corner and
the Pilots led by four, 61-57.

Brad.Emons hit ‘the hoop
from the side and Franklin
was two back, 61-59.

Then with 3:17 to play,
Davis and R. King tallied four
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k over.
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and in
21 pointg. Burke
of the

i
qulckbaske s to widen,
to 10 points| It spyile
for Franklin whigh
recovered.}

In fact, the Detroitefs
into a stall nd held
for a minutg and a hall
the second s{ringers to

Davis wab the big
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