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~ Curly Heads For

— Different Waters

For 33 years, Arthur (“Curly”} Croch has been
manufacturing “Curlycrafts” at. his Northwestern
Boat shop at 10 Mile and Evergreen in Southfield.

Now, the last "Curiycraft” isup for sale, as
Curly changes the orientation- of his business from
building boats to producing boat kits for "*do it
yourself” assembling and finishing.

It takes too many man - hours for us to
continue to build the whole boat.”
“It will be more economical to manufacture the kits,
and let the buyers do the building. They don’t count
the man hours in their costs.”

Now, people have the leisure.time to spend
building boats, he feels. Also, they can get just the
particular design and type of boat they want from a

kit. According to-Curly. there-was-a-kit building -~ -

boom back in the early ‘50s. “It died out because
there weren't enough models to choose from, and
then along-came the fiber glass boat.”

CURLY REMEMBERS with nostalgia a
period during the mid-"50s when Northwestern
Boat was producing finished boats at the rate of

30 a month.
the unfinished product than we can of the finished,
s0 that's where the economics are.”
The kits which Curly manufactures contain the
‘plans, patterns and pre-cut-wood for a variety of
small-boats-and hydroplanes—Eight-foot prams-and
10-foot sailing dinghys can be built for under $100,
and then sailing kits added to them later if desired.
Larger sailing boats are proportionately more
expensive, and come complete with dacron sails
and hardware. )
To go out and buy a 20 or 30 foot factory-built
sailboat costs a large amount of money, Curly
" offered. A person can save one-half to two-thirds of
that by building it himself. ’And, if he has any
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Curly reported.

THE LAST CURLYCRAFT, such as the one depicted here, is currently for sale at Northwest-
ern Boat. The company will now only manufacture kits for the boater who wants to “make it

himself.”

degree of skill and has the time and patience, he
canend up with a better product than a factory
built job.”

local school boards with boat kits for their junior -

high and high school woodworking classes. When
the boats areé completed, they are sold to the

But nowadays we can seil more of Born and raised in Detroit, Curly began build-

ing boats from his garage. “"Then | bought 800
square feet right where the shop is today,”” he
recalled. “There were woods and fields all around
.us then.” Now, a large office building and modem

motel surround theboat shop—~

Presently, Curly has 6,000 feet of space dlwd-
ed between his manufacturing and sales areas. He
has two full-time employes and one part-time,
““though in summer we may have'to hire more.”
Curly’s younger son works with his dad in charge of
the service department and ha[ps out with the
sales. - S LIRS

NORTHWESTERN BOAT supplies several
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students or put out for bids. The school board uses
the funds to buy more kits for the next semester.

Curly acknowledged that in the last few years,
several small boat dealers have gone out of busi-

- ness. but feels:that:his.business-should-do-well:

“With the'increased interest in boating and Detroit
moving out so that Southfield is really the center of
Detroit, | am optimistic.”

“My own boat dldn t'go in the water last year
at all,” Curly said. “*‘My boatmg was done on' a
vessel going from Italy to Greece.”

“1do reaily love sailboats. | justdon’ thave
enough opportunity. I'm looking forward to having
more time.""

BUSINESSMEN'S

has made it possible for all men and wormen
“to be trained exclusively for a true profes-
sional career in-Real Estate. Scholarshlps
paid for by our Member Realtors. The na-
‘tionally acclaimed Ray Smith Institute Schol-
arships given qualified ‘applicants. No ex-
——perience or “license “necessary.~You may "~
keep your present job. Classes now starting.
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MICHIGAN UNITED BROKERS SERVICE
...A DIVISION OF

For Further Information 55 9'6464

o Sloeps 6 LUNCHEGNS
@ Seats 12 plus driver Daily Specials
Self-contained “Including flush
tollet, shower & tub, hot & cold
running water, 110 electricity,
refrigerator-freezer, furnace &
KBl alr conditioning, 4 burner stove
-J8 - and oven.. —
M AM/EM radio & lape deck
dishes, sliverware, pots & pans.
Automatic transmisslon, power
steering, power brakes, crulse
contro!
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FOR WEEKENDS

oAISh 1NN

. 32305 GRAND RIVER
476-5320

Parking Attendant on Duty
in the rear

HOURS: :
FULL COURSE DINNERS |
UNTIL 11 NIGHTLY, WEEKENDS
TIL MIDNIGHT

- SANDWICHES AND
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“TIL CLOSING ~
S

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL: 29i-7469, days -

VE.6-3527, or GA 1-6699
nights, Sundays, & Holidays

or WRITE: -

MOTOR HOME RENTALS, INC.
. 14446 Yale Ave.*
Llvenia, Michigan 48154




