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Government tries to do so
much, and does much of thiat so
ineptly. that a lot of what wein
the mass media report is; critical
or negative.

So it's a real pleasure to
report. for a change. that some
people in government are doing a
few things right. Even more
cheering is that fact that in this
case a legislator and an adminis-
trative department teamed up

® and actually cooperated. .

The case in point is the newly
published ‘“Michigan Guide to
Easy Canoeing” published by the
state Dept. of Natural Resources
with a legislative assist from Sen.
Carl Pursell of Plymouth.

What's so great about a canoe-
ing guide? Quite a bit, whén you

. know the inside story.

’

Canoeing has become a hig
thing, with our increasing amount
of leisure time and the ecology
Kick that young people are on, I
don’t have the hard facts, but I
got a strong impression’ from
recent boat shows that canoe
sales are shooting up.

There’s a problem, however,
on four extremely popular rivers -
- the Au Sable. Pere Marquette,

Pine and Manistee. On weekends

during May and June, in particu-'
lar, they look like a naval inva-
sion; there’s a lot :of careless
fooling around: trout fishermen
get annoyed and even hit; propel
ty owners find a lot of litteron
their shores Monday morning,
The knee-jerk reaction of the
Natural Resources Cnmmlssxon
was to propose a set'of restric-
tions on those four rivers. The
NRC held hearings (one that yuur
home town paper covered was
conducted by a bored staff man
with no NRC members present),
and a lot of local people, from
Farmington - most notably,
protested. The rules were modi-
fied a little and passed, and are
now being tested in court.
Sen. Pursell, meanwhile, ywas
gétting a lot of mail on the
subject. One idea he read about
was that the state should enc.
age canoeists to use other ri
in the state besides the f
extremely popular ones in
northern lower peninsula.
Bill Mullendore, the informa-
tion man in the DNR, noted that
the last statewide canoeing guide
was just about out of print.
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Is Huber

Once again Michigan’s Don
Quixote, U.S. Rep. Robert Huber
(R-Troy) has mounted the crotch-
ety steed which took him to
Washington D.C., anti-busing,
this time to attack Gov. Milli-
ken’s recently passed gasolme tax
- package.

Southeastern Mlchrgan Trans-
portation Authority’s General

ger Thomas Lipscomb has
accurhtely described this attack
as a “red herring” issue designed
to distort the tax in the public
eye.

Unfortunately, because of the
emotionalism of the busing issue,
it isa distortion that could, if it
gains popular support, destroy
one of the most progressive bilis
to come out of Lansing in years.

Huber has joined in a petition
drive to repeal the tax package
under  the guise that funds
marked for mass transportation
may be used to finance cross-
district busing of school children.
This fear was recently kindled
when Wayne Circuit Court Judge
. Charles S. Farmer ruled unconsti-
tutional a section of the law
which prohibited the use of tax
revenues for busing.

Both Lipscomb and William
Marshall, SEMTA board chair-
man, have pointed to sections of
the bill which should dispel the
busing fear.

«Public . transportation, as
defined in the bill, means trans-
portation service to the genera]»
pubhc by transit vehicles. |

“Transit vehicles” provide a
service designed to serve the
.general public paying fares|indi-
vidually.

'Lrpsunmb ‘has also shown that
puhlrc buses cost three tu‘ four
times as much as school buses
because they must travel 350 000
miles in a 10-year life span ) while
school buses travel only 60 000
miles in the same period. |

:To seal the’
Lipscomb says that public buses
could hardly be used to transport
school children because students
must travel during the same peak
hours as working parents.

An mventory of Hubers side-
kicks in the attack on this
progressive windmill, whlch
would give SEMTA $8.2 mrllron a
year to help subsrdlze bus
‘companies in the metrupolrtan
area, should bring suspicion to
the mind of anyone who wants to
see improved transpurtatlon
become a reality. {

Aleading squire is State Sen.
James Fleming (R-J ackson) who
opposed the gas tax bill when it
originally was voted on in the
State Senate. It is obvious he is
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Looking at DNR records for the
past few decades, Mullendore
also noted that each of four
suceessive' canoeing guides was
smaller, less detailed and more
cheaply printed than the previous
one. )

Pursell a member of the
Senate appropriations committee,
came through with some funds
for a new set of canoe maps. A
26-page pamphlet has been
published with information on no
less than 44 rivers, It’s available
from the DNR in Lansing.

So if you don’t want to fight
the Zilwaukee Bridge traffic on a
trip to the four most popular
rivers, consider:

River Raisin in Lenawee
County: “*There are some wild
stretches. Much of the trip is
through interesting farmland.”

Kalamazoo River; Either the
Albion to Battle Creek stretch or
from Allegan to Lake Michigan:
“‘the trip is quite interesting from
Allegan to Saugatuck . . . wildlife
is quite plentiful . . . you pass
beside the Swan Creek Wildlife
Refuge.” .

St. Joseph and Paw Paw
Rivers in southwestern Michigan. .

‘Unfair In Tax Attack?

using the busing issue as a ploy to
destroy the tax.

Added to this ‘entourage is
Russell Gould, “Michigan Ameri-
canism Council” chairman, who
organized the. petition drive
which must acquire 133,000 signa-
tures before the end of the month
if the repeal question is to appear
on the November 1974 ballot.

The council is just another
weird organization, the likes of
which have plagued the American
political scene for decades by
distorting issues through exploita-
tion of hatreds and simple -
minded emotional appeals.

It’s time for suburbanites to
stop reacting irrationally every
time the mention of busing is
thrust before them. Efficient
transportation is a “‘must”’ for
southeastern Michigan, and one
of the ways of achieving that goal
is through support of the gas tax
package.

Huber and his gang have used
the busing issue more than
enough to benefit their own polit-
ical careers. It is suggested, if
approached by someone tosign
this petition, kindly point out the
nearest windmill and keep walk-
ing. :

Tip Of Topper To Obs

Schoolboy basketball has
come far in Michigan since the
years when cage addicts would
point to Indiana, Ohio and Wllinois
as the true hot'beds and incuba-
tors of champions.

Nothing, of course, brings the
sport into focus quite as much
as the state tournaments every
March, and in town after town
across the nation’s mid-section

folks become frenzied as their .

youngsters strive for survival.

Competition in Michigan will
feature both the quarterfinals and
semifinals in all four classes this
week. Then there will be an
unfortunate week’s delay before
this so-called “March madness”
culminates in the quartet of title
games at Ann Arbor. |

Thornapple River, we
Lansing: - ‘‘Some trout |. ..
smallmouth bass, pike |and
muskies.?* The congressman I
once worked for made an impres-
sive case in trying to sell the|
Interior Dept. on designating
a scenic wild river.

Maple River, north
Lansing: ““Takes you throug
Maple River State Game
with its variety. of wildlife.”

Flat River, between Laj
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~and Grand. Rapids: ‘‘Runs

Flat
and
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through the Langston and
River State Game areas
offers excellent opportuniti
see wildlife . . . fair to
smalimouth bass fishing.”
Grand River, on either side of
Grand Rapids:i “‘A beautiful river
with some outstanding scenic
attractions;”
Wayne Dunlap, the Plymouth
Symphony :musical director| who
is now at, Grand Valley State
College, now lives on the Grand’s
banks and testifies to its beauty
The Chrppewa River System,
the Pine: and Tittabawdsseé
rivers, allaroundMldland the
Shiawassee , which starts around
Holy: the'Rifle; the Muskégon

|
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those upper peninsula‘rivers --
you can have fun on any of ﬂlem i
if you know about 'em.

Granted the controversy over
the restrictions on the Au Sable, !
Pere Marquette, Manistee and:
Pine isn’t resolved yet. i

Still, we can see that a recrea-

slator Team Up On Plff)ject

1'.

tional interest such as canoceing

can get help. even without pres-

sure from vested interests: that
the populated southern portions

of the state can get some atten-- -

tion: and the executive and legis-
lative branches are capable of
working together.

All of that is good news.

NON WE HAVE A 42 GUDE...

Women ’s Lib Can Make Llfé
Interestlng And leferent

When Margaret Schaeffer, the
popular Farmington Township
&{]ustee. was appointed to the

orkman’s ! Compensatmn
Commlssron a friend asked her:
““Are you going to get lhem to
change the name to ‘{Work-
PERSON’s Compensation?” ~

The :friend was probably
being facetious that time, but
Observerland ladies. underthe
influence of women's liberation,
are taking long, hard looks at
““Sexism"" in our culture.

As chief [honcho on this
newspaper’s copy desk, I'm being
forced to take new looks at the
American language.

A dlscrplm arian who putup
with me in a hlgh school English
class insisted “it’s 2 man’s

world.” Therefore, we always
and on

spoke of the * charrman,“

|

Thrs is one of the yea.rs when
all of our Observerland humtets
are an the outside looking in now
‘that the quarter-final stage has
been reached, but this does not
mean there has been any less
‘enthusiasm, determination, effort
‘or spirit from players, coaches,
‘students and fans.

It-was a good season, ’in facta
very good one. This was true not
only for the local level champron-
ships that were gained, but for
the over-all conduct of the sport
and the sparkling ability of the

" individual standouts who Helped
make it a fascinating season.
All-Observerland  sélections
appear in today’s sports pages
and to all of these boys we extend
congratulations. Theil lesser
‘publiclized teammates dleservg a

erver

second reference to a hypntbetl—
cal pupil, we always spoke.of!
“he.” (The teacher, by the way,’
was single and female.)

So I never saw anything
wrong with referring to a leader

. as “'chairman’ or apresumed" .
future presrdent as “he
lately.

Until,

Some of, the po]mcal groups

trying to make a hit with the;’

voters will send in news articles’

referring toa female leaderas

“‘chairperson.” iA -family‘
a girl's

listed her as “‘concertmistress” of
an orchestra.

Reporters start refesring to
Southfield’s Jean McDonnell and
Westland's Justine Barns as
“counc:lwomen " You get the
idea?

My conservatrve instincts
]
f

share of the spothght as well, for
no one does it all alone. ‘.

All of these afe youngsters
who have learned, at least to
some degree, to live with pres-
sure. There are times when one
wonders whether it is unfairly
inflicted, but it is part of the
sport and is accepted as such.
However, it is true that they are
only boys —~ not adult, professwn-
al athletes.

Win or lose, champions’ or
cellar dwellers, if basketball hag
been fun to them then they have
pained from the association. The
defeat they tasted in tournament:
elimination will not prove fatal
despite the disappointment of the,
moment. In fact, it may pay-off,
more than having won them all. :

land Cagers

rebel. As a lover of history, I
think newspapers _s_}go_uld be
written-in standard English that
sergpbook keepers and historians
can understand a century or five
centuries from now.’

Moreover, I se€ nothing “‘sex-
ist” -about ‘‘chairman’ and
“concertmaster.” Finally, it's
hard as heck to fit “chairperson”

and “concertmistress’ into a one .

column headline. ‘

InaGreatBooksdisuussiun
recently, a friénd, under the

influence of lib, got annoyedat .

the way Plato referred to the
chief god and the ideal philoso-
pheras “‘he.” Thelady in ques-
tion re-read a-particularly offen-
sive passage, substituting “‘she”
for the pronoun referring to, the
chief god and the ideal philoso-
pher. It sounded kinda funny.

Actually, it sounded extremelv
funny.

It reminded me of the story
about Zeke, a Bible Belt semi-
narian who had a serious opera-
tion and at one point was pron-
ounced dead. Somehow, he
revived, exciting the interest of
the seminary’s theologians, who
reasoned: “If Zeke was dead}
then he saw God. Heis the only
person to see God face to face in
athousand years!"

So they pressured Zeke and
pressured him to tell them about
God. “What's He like? What did

"He say to you?” they chattered.

“Tell us.”

Zeke resisted but finally
agreed to tell them. His hands
quivering and his face an ashen
grey, he began:

“In the first place ~ She ~isa
nigra.”

Perhaps I had better take tlus
stuff about ‘‘chairperson’” and
“‘concertmistress” under advise-
ment.
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