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School Board ‘Executive’ Se_S

EDITOR:
To the writer of the editorial,
“Many Peculiarities of Human
*‘Behavior: You've got a
taker to your last paragraph.
You would have heard from
me long, long ago if T had only
known that not one of Observ-
erland’s many furtive knaves
had communicated with you on
how a leglslauve body can hold
an “executive” meeting.
This one has the courage and
has many :times explained
v publicly under what circumst-
ances the Livonia Board of
Education holds executive
ons. Not only am I quite
willing to explain in writing.
but will also be pleased to
discuss the matter with anyone
who wishes to talk to me.
Boards of Education are
- permitted to hold executive
sessions for two purposes:
Personnel and property. My
authorititative source is'the
General School Laws of the
State of Michigan - a compila-
tion of laws governing school
districts. The law is also quite
specific that all action must
take place at a public meeting.
Many examples can be given:
however, let me-cite just a few:
1. On rare occasions it is
necessary to consider excluding
a student from school. It could
be a very young child who
needs particular assistance that
can only be gained by such
action. Wilh assistance the

child could. and many times

does, return to school and
achieve success. Parents of the
student are invited to talk with
the board and the circumst-
ances prompting the recom-

mendation are discussed. It is a
very private matter and a very
difficult time for all concerned.

2. The school district is
considering disposing of or
acquiring real estate. To discuss
locations or owners in public
could well increase the cost to
the taxpayers in the case of
acquiring property. Negotiating
to buy or sell real estate in
public when specific ‘dollar
amounts are involved could
preclude acquisition or sale.

3. Personnel matters of a
variety of natures arise in any
school district. Not only must
the individuals be considered in
these discussions. but often
changes in assignments, evalua-
tion of performance or mone-
tary .considerations are
discussed. which have a direct
bearing on other

READERS FORUM

Letters must be limited to 300 words.

Letters must be signed, with the writer's
address. Names will be withheld only at thé
writer's request and. for good cause.

Please type or write plainly.

The editor reserves the right to reject

unsuitable letters.

U.S. Ignores
Kids, God

EDITOR:
We just received notice from
our schocl district that trammg
being i

4. On the subject of negotia-. for substitute bus drivers. Are

tions it is especially important,
since five bargaining units must
be considered in Livonia. Not
only is it impractical to negoti-
ate in public. but one has to ask
the question: Dothe automo-

*bile industries negotiate in
public?

Whether you agree or disa-
gree that executive sessions
should be held, they are permit-
ted by law and it would seem to
me your media could best
consider urging legislative
bodies not to abuse the privi-
lege.

‘The foregoing statements are
not to be interpreted as coming
from the Livonia Board of
Education, but from me as an
individual.

GERALDINE W. JOYNER
ivonia

they trying to tell us some-
thing? Perhaps we can now
expect the bus drivers union to
call the shots. They will decide
if school keeps or not. Educa-
tion? What is that? We'll be
running a busing fleet. Ridicu-
lo

The cmldre}n are forced to go
toschool a full dayand takea
bus (an hour or longer each
way), depending on the weath-
er and traffic. During the
winter monttis, they, will leave
in the dark and come home in
the dark. |
* Of course, they will be
exposed to rush hour traffic
twice daily, mcompetent bus
drivers and schools in higher
crime areas; Safety for chil-
dren? That's a thing of the past.
Families? What are they? No

Area Deaths And

Fu 4emls

JOHN GLANT.. Servces for M Gise.
71, 0l 29515 Beechwood. Garden Cry,
were heid in Caldwell- wan Faneni
Home. Garden Cty Bunal was in Park-
view Cemetery. M. Glant died sudderly
March 13. He w2 o retued machinist
for Ford Motor Co. whara he was
employed 43 years. Mz, Glant had ived
in Garden City since 1927 and was 3

the Garden City Senior Citi-

three sisters in Calor-
fa; four gundchidren and three great
grancehilaren
NORMA MARIE DOWD-- Services for
Mrs Dowd. B0, who lved on Tuck Road.
Farrioanon Townin, 1 by veors
beore moving to Carmel Hall Nursing
Home. Detroi, were held in Heeney-
Sundavat Farwral Home, Farmen
Rey. J 0’ of St
e Cohove G oftased Boral
was 1n Oakview Cemetery. Royaid Oak.
Mrs. Dowd died March 9 in Carmel Hall
after an extended winess Her husband,
Edward J  died 1n 1947
Mrs Dawd. 2 bookkeeper for Vator
Tool Machine Co. Dearborn. before her
retnement, was keown for hee work wih
the biind_ She was involved with the
Kresge Institute for the Blind and the
Rochester Leade: Do

Maspital She once recorded textbooks
for 2 biing student who became an

attorney through her efforts The famiy *

hat requested that memoral tnbutes be
sent to the Rochester Leader Dog
Scbool

Survivors are twa daughters, Mrs
Gideon (Mary} Milar of Southtield and
Mrs_ Peter (Norma) Popex of Howell. 2

brather. Clarence J Paegelow of New -

York: and frve grandchldren
ELEANOR A. KREEGER-- Servies for
Mrs Kreeger. 76.of 1160 Shendan,
Plymouth, were heid in St Peter Evan.
aqeheal Lutheran Church, Plymouth, with
arrangements by Casterline Funaral
Home, Northwile The Rev Leonard J
 Kosninger cfficiated Burial was i Cagi-
Iac Memonal Gardens West, Garden
Ciy Mis Kreeger died March 14 A
natwve of Walkerwila, Ot she had lived

in Piymouth 46 years and was a
member of the Lades Aide of St Peter
Church 3nd of the Plymouth Senior
Citizens Ciub. Ker Hiusband, William,
diedn

Survors are a son, Elsmer of Bloom-
held Hills: 3 daughter, M:s Harold
{Audseat Kubfeldt of Plymauth; four
qrandchidren and two great grandchil-
dren

BERNARD DaCLAIRE-- Services for Mr.
DeClair, 71, of 17075 Wakendon.-

edford Township, were held in Our
Crit ot aeni Cama Crreh o

March 14 in Gargen City Osteapathic
Redford seven
a time study

G. and William R two

gina Schasfer. bot of Fiorida: a brother.
James'H.of Mt. Clemens; and three

LASKY.. Services for Mrs. Lasky.
57, of 13573 Saeasota, Redford Town-
ship, were heldinthe Charles R Step
Funsrat Home with the Rav. Fr. Leo
Shelieau oftciaung Butial was n Holy
Sepulchue Comatery. Mis Loskydied

and was 3 member of St. John Bosco
Cathobe Church

rwors acs » daughter. Ruth Lasky
of Redlord. 8 son, Robert of Pontiac:
2nd three grandehildren

ALAN S. ARMSTRONG-- Services for
Mr. Armstrong. 22. of 26127 Kiltarton.
Farminglon Township. wera held in St
Fabien Cathalic Chuch foltowing a
Sondquist Funeral
5 J Malloy of St.
Fabian offcisied a1 the nfes. Bural was
I Holy Septuchre Cemetery

Mr. Armstrong died March 7. He had
tived in Farmington for 11 yesrs. less a
tetm of sorvice in the U.S. Army. He
enlisted in June 1988, sarved in Viet-
nam and Germany, and received an
hanorable discharge with the rank of

Spec. 5. subsequently transferting (0 the
US Ay Reserves. He was employed
at Chryster Corp and was 3 member of
5t Fabian Chuteh.

Survivors are his parents. Mr. and
Mrs. Fletcher R. Armstrong Sr.. of
Farmington Towmship: his grandmather.
M Daniel Korb of Bnghton: e

Armstr9ng of New Vork;ind two bro
SSqi Fletcher Armsuong Je and

ers.
Gordon Armsteong. carrently i etaam.

FRANK €. TERRY--
Tem, 81, of 145 nen, Pymouth were ©
held in Scheader Funes wih the
Pew. Prlip Rodgars McGes of First
United Presbyterian Church. Plymouth,
officiaung Burial was in Riverside
Cemetery. Mr. Terry died March 15. His
e, Lilian, died in 1962 Mr. Terry was

Services tor e

Lodge 47, F&AM. and Lodge 1780,
BPOE. A Masonic service washald at
the tuneral home the mght befare the
tmatutes |

Survwars are a son, Marvin of Piym-
outh; two sisters. Mis. Galdys Robinson
and Mrs Witbus Gould. both of Plym-
outh: two brothers, Harry of Florida 3nd
teon of Ann Arbor. two grandenidren
and ane great grandchiid

Services for
580 Pordue,
Farmingtan. e Mid n Heeoey:
Sundquist Furie with the Rev.
ioer oo of Galean Buptst riteh
Livania, officiating. Burial was «
Quidand s Memensl Garcens. Now
Mrs Stowe died March 12 at Botsford
General Hospital S was 2 hausswite
and a fongtime resident of Farmington.
‘Survwors aie her husband. Goodsan
€:tres wm\nm«z of Gattle Creek
404 Dansid 0 Ranaid boh of Detat;
3 dauamter, Nhe, O {Outa Hareen
tormer Facminaton Town: et
who now live:
randehidren and four grest arandint

CHRISTINE STOWE ..
3. Stowe. |75. of 22
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BROUGHT to you by some of the finest landscape d
GOT Gardening questions? Check with the- Wayne County
extension service agent here Thursday and Friday. .

GOT Landscapmg problems? Any of the designers will be

T to know how to arrange flowers? Stop at LIvoma Mall
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time for family relationships.

Thissituation, is of course,
ideal for irresponsible parents
who want to do their own thing.
They can also utilize day care
centers soon aftér the children
are born and not bother with
them at all.

These centers could become
mandatory for children from
infancy to school age in the
near future and why not?
‘Whenever a nation becomes too
pleasure bappy, lazy, i.rrespnn-
sible, too greedy for ‘money, it
paves the way for more govern-
ment control.

We must also beware when a
nation legalizes or-accepts
outrageous immoralities such
as abartion, lotteries, homosex-
uality, divorce, trial mayriages,
prostitution, pornography. As
the people become more
corrupt, the government can
justifiably step in to punish and
take away privileges
(freedoms?).

Is there an answer? Yes!
God said in Jer. 2:32 “My
people have forgotten my days
without number.”” We must
seek God, pray, turn from our
wicked ways and then He will

hear us, forgive our sins and -

heal our land (II Chron. 77:14).
JOANROSS
Westland
School Camps
Worth While

EDITOR:
In response to the letter

] blasting the Livonia schools’

camp program, it is clear the
writer has never taken the time
to attend one of these sessions.
1 do not know how some of
their facts were obtained, but
they are untrue.

First of all, the taxpayers do
not foot the bill for this
program. The students raise
every cent of the money them-
selves and they work very hard
bath at school and at home.

Secondly, the students learn
much more than camping skills
and nature study. They learn
about ecology. pollution and
the history of our early settlers.
These learning sessions are
very extensive. Each student is
given a log book to take with
them and they must record
everything they learn each day.
This includes spelling, reading
and on occasion mathematics.
This gives them a sense of
responsibility which is impor-
tant to our young people today.

Third. the camp program is
not compulsory. The parents do
have the right to decide if their
child is to attend.

The teachers do see their
students in a completely differ-

entatmosphere and in many -

cases this does help them Lo
better understand a child who
perhaps has an emotional
probiem they had not been
aware of. The rapport betiween
the students and teachers is
fantastic.

As just one of 27 parents who
recently returned from one of
these programs, I feel qualified
to speak up. I sincerely urge
any parents who are critical of
this program to attend the
camp meetings Set up by the
schools and get the true facts
before they decide to condemn
this program.

MRS. MARILYN HIRVELA

Livonia

S

i

PO Staff Puts In fLong Hours

EDITOR:

This letter is in answer to the ~

elderly person who says his
Social Security check was held
up at the post offite for aver a
week.

I do agree that some of the
postal systems have gone down
hill these past few months, but
it's mostly in the larger cities.

My husband is a mail clérk in
the Plymouth. postomce He
gels up at 3 a.m. to go to work
and he gets home any time up
until 2 p.m. That’s 10 hours a
day and sometimes six days a
week to get your mail out. Most
of the other clerks have the
same hours.

They do not get off work

after their eight hours arewup if~

Puts Townsﬁip In

EDITOR:

Please allow me to answer
the recent letter in the Observ-
er from Mr. and Mrs. Rogers
who, after five years’ residency
in Plymcuth Township, find
fault with everything from
taxes to officials ethics. We are
being compared to Dearborn,
their former address. May I
answer 'these charges or opin:
ions in the order stated.

* Statement: Taxes were lower
‘in Dearborn.
Answer: Dearborn rate is

-54.02 mills. Plymouth Town-

ship rate is 45.53 mills. Cost for
local services in Dearborn is 21
mills and only 3.25 mills in
Plymouth Township. Using a

home valued at approximately

$30,000 cash value, the cost of
these services would be $324.86
in Dearborn and $48.75 in
Plymouth Township.

Statement: Rubbish collec-
tion is free in Dearborn.

Answer: Per the clerk in
Dearborn, they add one mill for
this on your tax bill, or §15 per
year (for a home with $30,000
cash value carrying state equal-
ized assessed valuation of
$15.0001

Slatemenl Street cleaning
very poor.

Answer: I cannot question
this statement. However, we
must rely on Wayne County for
this service. I assume the refer-
ence is to subdivisions.

Statement: No sidewalks
along main roads.

Answer: These will come in
time. However, not all main
roads in Dearborn have walks,

Statement: No police protec-
tion in Plymouth Township.

Answer: If you drive a car or
read the Observer, you will
note quite a number of cars and

officers from both the county.

and the state in our area.-This
subject is a matter of personal
apinoin.

Statement: Poor fue depart-
ment.

Answer: Plymouth Township
has an excellent fire depart-
ment. Check your insurance
rate. All fire departments
north, south and east, including
City of Plymouth, work as one
in any emergency requiring
back-up service. Also, did
Mayor Hubbard give you free
emergency ambulance service?
Plymouth Township does.

Statement: What are we
receiving for our tax dollars?

Answer: In 1972, for the
services you complain of, you
paid Plymouth Township
$22.50. In Dearbomn, the cost is
$309.39.

Statement: Your water rate
increas

Answer: Your water rate was
not increased. We absorbed the
recent increase from (the
Detroit Water Board.

Statement: Citizens cannot
get services they want.

Answer: Plymouth Township
can only levy 1.5 mills or $1.50
per $1,000 of your assessed
valuation (SEV), in your case
$22.50, which includes the fire

* department. Now, if any citizen

desires more or better-services,
these can be obtained by voling

’LJ. GRIFFIN
FUNERAL HOME INC.

7707 MIDDLEBELT
(North of Warren)

522-9400

Ld Griffin, pres.

-of

all lhe mail is not lhruwn

He do€sn’t have much of a
social life because he has to be
in bed ateight every night, so
hedl be up bright and early to
thrpw your mail again.
he Social Security checks
you 'were referring to were
found in another town and one
ur clerks personally went
down to pick them up or they
would have been delayed two
more days.
ow, I ask you, does that
sound like the men are trying to
hold your mail up for spite?
Yoj may use nly name because
I'm proud to say, “I'm a
majlman’s wife.”
BEVERLY HORNBACK

. Plymouth

Better Light -

more taxes to improve the
seryice. 1 am sure our adminis-
trative officials will explain
how to proceed along this line.

Statement: You are not
adyised inadvance what is on
‘agenda for meetings.

Answer: 1know of no munic-
ipality such as ours who notifies
every resident. However, most
groups seem aware
of such matters and have a
representative at our meetings.

Alllsuch meetings are opento
theipublic.

Statement:
increased.

Answer: Plymouth Town-
ship's tax rate has been reduced
twa years in a row. Total taxes
include school, college, county,
etc} We have no control over
the‘Fe including county reas-
sessment.

Stalement Elhlcalstandards
of pubhc officials need raising
to relate taxes to services.

Answer 1 will admit that
lhu statement is heard quite
often today. However, your
local officials may err in
judgment at times, but please
don't question our ethics. (I
speak for my past two-year
term on the township board).
Anq now, wouldn't you say we
do 2 lot for you that $22.50 you
pay each year as compared to
$309.39 in Dearborn? (No
reflection on Dearborn).

Your taxes

the road is because the “w@lk-
way” (which is about two feet
wide) is too muddy to walk on.
1 was attempting to walk-on
it,and I'sank in to the tops of
my boots in the mud. Another
person sank so deep that three
people had to pull her out. Thns

is on our supposed “‘walkway.”
At least the road has been
passable. Maybe if **Concerned
Neighbor' and all the dther
people living there would agree
to pave the road and walkway,
we would walk on the walkway.
CATHY BENNETT
Farmington

Elders Mer_it
A Tax Break

EDITOR:

Why should senior citizens
continue to pay any schoal tax?
They have paid school taxes all
their long life and now their
children pay the school tax for
their grandchildren.

Why should they be doubly
taxed? They have no children in
school and the excessive school
tax is taxing them nght out of
their homes.

Quioting from the latest issue
of "AARP News Bulletin.” a
publication of the American

Association of Retired Persons. *

“Wanted: Tax Relief - Retired
people should pay little or no
income tax and real estate tax
in their remaining years. as
they have contributed to the

economy during their working |

[

FREE
TUXEDO!
T0 THE GROOM
with
Party of 6 ot mare
“all the latest styles inciud-

ing the new Tuxtails ...
Velvets in 10 colors

TOP HATY
FORMAL WEAR
28453 FIVE MILE 421-5050.

ions Defended |

years and should now have hlll
use of money they have earned
and saved. Due to excessive
property tax, elderly people are
being taked out of their homs
and put in nursing homes.”
AARP is a'national urgnmza—

tion with-over 45 million

members

Maybe some wealthy retirees
can afford the excessive school
taxes, so possibly some limit of

an annual income might be set .’
to exempt the senior citizen

from ‘school taxes. Possibly an
income of $25.000 or more
annually can-afford these
excessive school taxes, but
exempt those senior citizens
with annual incomes of less

-than $25.000. They are the ones

being hurt unfairly.
R.
Westland

H.CLOUGH - ". -,

MicHicAN
NATIONAL

Bank
{west metro)
The Saturday Bank
Open “til 4:30 p.o..
Monday thru
Ssturday

~c

A PRINTING

HUWERENEW 1N TOWMI Wo.ern

W FRICES and “FREE

HEkip and OELIVERY wit meko

youhagpy. Hore rajust few ofour’
pricas:

" @ Keros Cepns - @10 For (5161 25 Copis |
@$1200Pur 1090 Ccsiax
- @$1200Pe 1000 Topins
eLatabuats .. @S1000Per 1000Cagits
Cues@ $2.00 Par 100 Copies
~(@ $8.00Par 1000 Copies *

Yustgive s s call lor 3 bid on your
ex! printing job.

i Piymouth Printing
lﬂi&lﬂsl . Pl!l'lﬂ'l

And to all to the
entlre Plymouth area, if anyone
would like to learn more about
hla wonderful area you are
now a part of, I would be
plemed to meet with anyone at
any tim

| FRANK MILLINGTON
Trustee, Plymouth Township
i President, Area Economic
L Expansion Commission

‘Hard Walk

EDITOR:

This is an answer to *‘Con-
cerned Neighbor™ who wrote in
ahout Colfax Road and kids
who! deiy the cars.

I am a student at Power
Junjor High in Farmington
and the reason we all walk on

36100 Five Mile Rd.
LIVONIA
522-8060

Robert S. Rice, Pres,
Park R. Rice, Treas. "

\

FRED WOQOD .
. FUNERAL HQIEYIE, INC., -

RICE CHA

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Harold D. Ward, V.P
Ronald L. Rice, Sec.

8450 Plymouth
DETROIT

WE 3-2413

PLYMOUTH|.

We're Proud to Honor
A Company Leader!

Donald W. Smith
DISTRICT MANAGER
221 West Liberty

Box V

South Lyon, Michigan 48178

Fabe Mirto

Agency Manager

During 1972, this Woodmen Accident and Life District Manm,er

. led the Company’s 600 rey;

in the highest c

1 {

volume of life, health and group insurance protection, as well as
the highest volume of individual life insurance protection.

As ‘well as bringing honor to Don, such an outstandling effort
brings a wider scope of financial security o many individuals,
families and businesses.
We think these accomplishments deserve a \pc(nl tribute, so
won't you join us in conp,mu\aun;, him?

LWOODMEN

RN

i ACCIDENT AND LIFE

A WUILAL CONPANTAESTARIVD T LNCORN SIS

It POTTE I KAND




