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By W.W. EDGAR

PLYMOUTH
., Born in the dark days of the
depression after World War I,
the Plymouth Plating Co. is
golden

celebrating its

anniversary, and no one is Amelia Streets, he recalled
how he and Henry Hondorp, .a
ifellow works
Air Rifle pla
wha is now one of the oldest
going conceras in Plymauth.

more pleased |- and surprised
than Frank\Henderscn, the
jovial gent who started it all.
Seated at His desk in the
white huilcliing at the
intersection ulf Farmer- and

|

FRANK HENDERSON does business “the

old - fashioned way" at Plymouth PlatI ng Co.

(Observer photo)

M ichigaq Tax

' CONSUMERS
POWER
11801 FARM(INGTON RD.

Aid Avaiﬁable

Taxpayers canl obtain assist-
ance in completing their Michi-
gan tax returhs from the reve-
nue division of {he Michigan
‘Dept. of Treasury at 22136
Grand River, Detfoit, and 24910
Michigan Ave., Dearborn 48124.

Both divisions are open from
8 a.m. until 5 p'rm. Monday
through Friday. The forms are
available in state treasury

offices, banks, sa\‘ngs and loan
offices and post of} es.
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GENERAL
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. Lube chassis to manufac-

i~, BLEND motor oil ..
@ turer's specifications! (PLUS FILTER CHAN GE()
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Sooner or later,you'll own Gene-»als)

Yes...This includes light rucks & many foreign Carst
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-"Keep your car maintained

Qur specialist will drain your dirty engine qil &
replace with up 1o § quarts Quaker State SUPER
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"o Duragen® Tread Rubber
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477-1100

he said. “was the Millard Co.

instruments.|
Daisy where|
we'd go over to the Millard

r at the Daisy
t, got started in

“Right acfoss the street.”

It in band
After work at
we were platers,

that ded

on the band
just to make a
lars.”

ays™ he, went on,
’s were made of
equired a lot of
polishing and buffing. The
success we were having gave
me the idea to form a
partnership and go into
business.”

In a reminiscing mood, he
recalled that on a Saturday
afternoon in 1923, he and
Hondorp cleaned a little, oid
place across the street from
where the| plant is now
located, and the Plymouth
Plating Co. was born.

“We've come a long way
since then," he said. “‘We
have weathered many an
economic storm. But we're
just an old-fashioned plant

and work
instruments
few extra do

“In those
“most thing:
brass that

doing business in an old -
fashioned way - and still
enjoying it.}'

The company celebrated its
first year|in business by
building the little tile building
on Amelia| Street. Later, in
1929, it was necessary to
enlarge and another addition
was built i 1940. -

“Sure, we've had
satisfaction with our
cess,” Frank went on, “I
we have known some
days, too.

“1 well |recall one time
when we had a §2,700
mortgage on the place and
only $12.50 in our bank ac-
count. That week Henry. my
partner, and 1 each took $5
for our pay:”

The original partnership
lasted until 1945 when Henry-
died. His |son Gerald, took
over, and| the ‘partnership
remained until 1968 when the
son, too, died.

As he spoke, Frank walked
over to the clothes rack and
picked off a cap.

“Here's Gerald’s cap.” he
said. "It has been hanging
here since [1968. You see there
is a lot of sentiment about
this company and it always
will be thaf way.”

Thoroughly aware that the ;
plant is upusual in this day !
and age when big business,
has absorbed many of thef
“little fellpws,” Frank said,
“We manage to keep our
customers| by doing business
the old - fashioned way. We
have customers within a
radius of 100 miles. We have,
only 12 employes and that's|
big enbugh.” !

Over allithese years there's
one job hellikes to recall.

“Back in the early "30s we|
plated and polished all the
trim on President Herbert |of
Hoover's new Lincoln car,”
he said. ‘{The piece over the

some

er

Limited Offer: )
Buy this Tero “Key-Lec:
wie”
and get the key start-

while inventories

moduis
last

“Do you know any other
business where
customer is right across the
street?” .

Then he pointed to the
Anchor Coupling Co. and
confided he does all of the
plating for it.

Plating has been his main
concern through most of his

its best

Frank’s Plating Firm

hobbies.

booster of pro football.

76 years, but Frank has had
several other interests and

A keen follower of sports,
he likes to recall that he has
held season tickets for the
Lions' games - through - the
years and always has been a

“T'll never forget the day I W

i
l

told Sterling Eaton

in Michigan Stadium."
Well, it happened.

i

WHAT USED TO take 45 minutes is now done in eight, says Frank
Henderson, whose Plymouth Plating Co. is celebrating

this year. (Observer photo by Bob Woodring)

i 1
i

‘ its 50th anniversary
|

DOUBLE BARGAINS

FREE KEY START
WORTHS30

staning mower
Tree. Offer good

promotional

RED TAG

PRE-SPRING

Sale

5,000 Sq. Ft. *4°*
SAVE 50¢
10,000 Su. ft. *9**
SAVE 510

5.000 Sq. Ft, $13%*

SAVE *1.50

TURF BUILDER
5,000 Sg.F1. ¥7°
SAVE 76+

SAVE *1¢°

(late
publisher of the Plymouth
Mail) the day would come
when pro football would
surpass the college variety
and the pros would be, playing

ith a twinkle he asked,

TURF BUILDER

10,000 Sg. Ft. 1343

15,000 Sg.Ft. *47°%

urns Gdlden

““When | was about 16 years
old; I took ny mother to see a
production of *Ben Hur" in the
old Lyceum Theater in!:
Detroit. I'll never forget it*
because they had eight big
horses on the stage. !

“Do you know where we are
sitting?”" Without waiting for

answer he said, “'We are
siting in left field of the old
baseball’- diamond- where
Plymouth used to entertain
teams from Romulus, Salem
and Northville.”

Music and the theater also
are hobbies, and only several
weeks -ago he and -his wife
flew to New York City on a
Saturday morning, attended
the Metropolitan Opera in the
evening and flew back on
Sunday. g

As the memories
rolling back, Frank recalled
one of the finest evenings he
ever spent. s

“You don't see things like: .
that anymore."”

As he marked the actual
birthday on the calendar.
Aug. 23, Frank mused: . ©

1 was born in Northville,
the-son. of a painter, and I
sure came a long way, didn’t
came 1? "
No one could disagree with
the jovial historian of old:

time Plymouth.

¥ e're proud to introduce
our accessory boutigue
of ascens furnitare.””

/ benezer Sez:

Unusual ... Lnique .. Different... No maiter how you
deseribe our Butler's Tray Cocktoil Table, it's out of the
ordinaryl Fashioned of solid cherry by Harden in an heirloom

finish. 22Y3=31 V217 b; opens lo 33x42. $166.95
Also acailable, Butler's Tray Chairside Table $141.95
{EARLY AMERICAN &
TRADITIONAL FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES

EBENEZER SHOP .

23346 FARMINGTON RD. /

Downtown Farmington Center

477-4776

cowl weighed 70 pounds, but SAVE 3200
working on that car made all .
of us feel proud.” HALTS PLUS

Whilel the plant is | comparing requar and promoramat estomhod

i old - i s suggested rewil . U

there Has been much |Pice on Model 21073 for Fair $ 95 lawns
improvement in the plating § %% Now 189 2,500 Sq. Ft. #7742
method insofar as timing is y SAVE 59¢
concerned. . - { 5,000 Sq.F1. *13°*

“Shat e used to take 5 | HAVEN' YOU DONE WITHOUT A TORD | SAVE s0e
minutes o do we now ac- ENOUGH? | .
complish in cight.” Frank ALSO MODEL #16172 0 ‘

With a broad smile, he RED TAG 95 0 oFF
turned in his chair and asked, Special at 1

: ON ALL
§ WHILE THEY LAST! SCOTT SEED
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I ing shap?
Walght watchers o meticuious
dressers) Lapham's has 4 com-

ete aiteration department
to'sarve you. Personal
fittings 4‘«" both men and wo-
pham's - Downtawn
Nortliville - 349-3677

Opan Man,, Thurs., Frl. 9 to 9
Weskdays 3 t0 6
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;| 0 IF. BROUGHT
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ALL MAKES ALL MODELS
AUTH. TORO FACT. SERVICE

USE OF QUR SPREADER WITH ALL FERTILIZER PI;JHDHASES

IN NOW!

17162 FARMINGTON RD., LIVONIA

r
STORMS & SCREENS
olEPRRED, .,

SAVE

WITH THIS COUPON

261:9920

Double Knit Slacks

that give You the magic
comfort of knit plus washable
convenience, Choose continental
or belt loop models in & gentieman’s
flair. Sizes 30-44.

vl s~| 588

Offer Good Wed. thru Mon. Only .

Open Mon., Thurs.
Fri.Tillg p.m. -

120 E, Main 349-3677 .

MENS SHOP-



