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FIVE CENTS A COPY

Don't begin 1950 without plan-
ning to keep adequate farm rec-
ords, say Michigan State Coliege
agricultural economlists. Farm ac-

counts are & tbol of managemert
that can help show the way to im-
provements in the faim business
and to greater profits.

George Lockhart

Fellow American Soclety of
Plano Technlclans

Pianos Tuned - Rebuilt
Reconditioned
PHONE
Northville 678-W

Tagged Fawn
Travels 17 Miles

One upper peninsula female fawn,
tagged and released near Munising
in March, 1948, reslly got around
until it was found presumably shot
by some trigger-happy hunter dur-
ing the general buck season, *
Released at the conservation de-
partment’s Cusino wildlife station,
the deer was picked up about 17
miles east of the station close to
the village of Semey. Department
deer specialist, 1. H. Bartlett, says
Michigan whitetails usually will
travel a distance of not more than
six to nine miles; although there
is record of a tagged Cusino deer
belng found as much as 25 miles
away from the releasing station.

“Blind as a bat,” Is an incorrect

saying, since bats can see.

The “first Christmas” for the
United States was in the year 1776
when a dispirited Amerlean army
made a come-back by crossing the
iey Delaware River and capturing
the British force at Trenton.

The story of the first Christmas
of the will be

First Christmas For United States
Featured On University Broadcast '

Cé[cium Chloride Lessens
Chiristmas Tree Danger

weeks before Christmas, Washing-
ton found himselt encamped across
the Delaware River from Trenton.
His army was growing smaller
day by day, as discouraged soldiers
deserted to go home for Christmas,

No record exists of the date of

told in dramatic fashion over the
University of Michigan radio sta-
tion and 21 other stations of Michi-
gan on December 22 and the week
following, Basis for this program
and other dramatizations in a ser-
ies of Amerlcan history Is the Uni-
versity's Clements Library, which
contains one of the natlon's best
collections of rare books and docu-
ments of Americana.

In December, 1776, the American
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May all the wonderful things

that go with Christmas be

yours i the fullest abundance

From all of us
) hereto
most happy holiday.

PLUMTON’S BARBER SHOP .

was less than six months
old, but already the army under
‘Washington had sutfered a disas-
trous string of defeats. Retreat
had followed retreat until, in the

Christmas Cactus
Requires Special Care

The Christmas cactus (Zygo-
catus trumcatus) is an old fashion-
ed house plant dear to the heart of
many a window gardener. This

all of yl)u—a

CLAY
ROY

hearts, the greatest
tioliday of all renews
its happln'css each
year. A very Meriy

Christmas,

“

Cherished in our

plant in Brazll and has
been in cultivation over 100 years,
Being a tropical plant, it requires
a richer soll than the desert cactus.
Another definite requirement for
successful growing of the Christ-
mas cactus {s goad drainage. The
sofl must not be too heavy. A
good mixture fs 2 parts of loam, 1
part leaf mold or peat moss, 1 part
sand and the addition of complete
plant food at the rate of 1 table-
spoonful for each gallon of soll
mixture. Small pebbles or gravel
should be placed In tho bottom of
the pot to facilitate drainage.
For generoug bloom, work com-
plete plant food into the soil around
the plant every 4 to 5§ weeks
when growth fs active. Many win-
dow-sill gardeners prefer to feed
complete plant food in tablet form.
In this case follow the manuftctur-
er's directions.
A sundy location, preferably a
south window, is best for this plant.
Temperature skould range from 60
to 70 degrees Fahrenheit.
Water sparingly, except when
in bloom. Excessive watering and
poor drainage causes dropping of
the flowering buds. After the
plants finish blooming, withhold
water and allow the plant a rest
period. .
It is not necessary to repot
Christmas cactus as often as some
other house plants. It‘may be kept
In the same pot beveral years.
The chief enemy of the Christ-
mas cactus is the mealy bug. The
{leshy leaves should be wiped care-
fully to remove dust and lessen
the possibllity of mealy bug in-
festation. When .mealy ‘bugs ap-
pear, touch them with a bit of
cotton dipped in alcohol.

‘s decislon to risk a
crossing of the Delaware and an
attack upon a superior force at
Trenton. The British had manned
Trenton with an army of Hesslans
— the German mercenarles. Wash-|
ington knew that the British would
walt only unthl the river froze over,
and then they would march the
Hesslans across and attack the
Americans. The survival of the
cause of independence. depended
upon the Americans making an at-
tack first. :

The history of the Revolution, a5
told in the Clements Library, indf-
cates that one of Washington's ma-
Jor problems was the low morale
of his own men. They had lost
the fighting spirit so notable ab
Lexington and Concord. They con-
sidered the war already lost.

It was at this juncture that the
writing of an Ameriean patriot,
Tom Paine, helped to turn the tide.
The pamphlet called “The Crisis”
passed from hand to hand and from
camp fire to camp fire in the en-
campment of the Contlnental Army,
Legend has it that when the Am:
erjcans attacked Trenton on the
night after Christmas, they went
into battle chanting Paine's open:
ing words In that document:
“These are the times that try men's
souls.”

The first Christmas for the Am-
erichn army of the Revolution was
also the first major victory for the
American cause, for the army which
‘Washington transported acrogs the
Delaware in leaky rowboatd took
the Hessians by ‘surprise and eap-
tured the fert at Trenton.

Detroit Hunters Get Lost
Just Outside City Limits

Urbanites chuckle over the coun-
try lad getting lost In the big city,
but four mighty embarrased Detroit
rabbft hunters menaged to lose
themselves only a few miles from
the outskirts of Michigan’s largest
city.

Unable td recall “mear what
schoolhouse on a gravel road” they
had left their car, the hunters
finally wandered on to the state
recreation areg ot Pinckney. Ern-
est Bottke, Jr., conservation depart-
ment park manager, came to their
aid, driving the four around “sev-
eral school houses on gravel roads”
until the ‘car was located.

The hunters had bagged some
rabbits, which they hung on to —
in spite of the excitement, but in
view of the clrcumstances prefer-
red to remain anonymous.

Southern Michigan rabbit huat-
ing ends December 31,

The spirit of Christmas lives —
see that you do.

*s everyone knows, the more a
Cliristmas tree drys out the faster
and more furiously ft can burn.
This risk to your home and family
carl be greatiy reduced by keeplog
a lot of ‘moisture in the branches
and needles. : .

Fire authorities say that  they
huv“e a simple: method for keeping
your Christmas tree moist — and
in {this way imore fireresistant.
Here it i3:

Buy two pounds of calcium chior-
ide|at your hardware store; il's
quite cheap. Dissolve It in three
pinfs of water. Sharpen the base
of your tree like a pencil and stand
it in the solutfon for about three
days, away from direct sunkight.

This should be enough chem-
icaliand water for a tree weighing
about elght pounds. If your tree
deflnitely welghs more or less you
can;make up this solutlon accord-
ingly. : .

" Aiter the treatment mount your
tree; as usual {preferably in & con-
tainer of water) and start your
decdrating. The chemical your
tree; has sbsorbed will help it re-
tain; its water content, preserves
needles, increases fire resistance.
Fire experts add the following
suggestions which should help ev-
ery family to keep that Christmas
mersy from start to finish.

They advise you to place the tree
so that, standing or falling, it can’t
block your exit. They say, "Try
to pick a cool part of the room for
your; Christmas tree. Refill the
base, container:with water regular-
Iy, void.paper decoration.

“Examine decoratlve light cords
for frayed or exposed wires. Give
your| guests engugh ash trays. Plek
up gift wrappings promptly. Don't
run lelectric tralns too mear the
tree jand its tinsel. Anchor the

APPLE HAM ROLL

For an attractive main dish, slc-
ed apples are rolled up in a slice
of ham in the following manner.
Spread a mixture of mustard and
vinegar over the ham slice, top
with very thin slices of apple.
Sprinkle with brown sugar. Roll
the ham jelly roll fashion and skew-
er in shape. Place the stuffed ham
in a greased casserole, cover, and
cook in a slow oven (300 degrees
F.) until the bam is done or about
45 minutes.

easily. Put out tree lights before
you leave the house.”

These suggestions have been
gathered by fire authorities after
a careful study of yuletide fires,
They know what they are talking
about!

Don't neglect the chickens’ wat-
er on cold days. Production will
fall unless the birds have access
to witer at all times, say, Michigan
State  College poultrymen.

Let death take a holiday “— but
not yours:

Alert at Christmas, alive at New
Year's.

J. KAUFMANN CO.
" ARCH SUPPORTS
8919 Fenkell
HOgarth 4535

ORTHOPEDIC and
SURGICAL APPLIANCES

* SURGICAL BELTS

* ELASTIC STOCKINGS

* TRUSSES

* BRACES — All Types

* ABDOMINAL BUPPORTS

TO YOU

miﬂ; 'stf
Wishes

May all the joys of
Christmas be yours and

may your New Year

avc_rﬂow tvith happiness.

Brill Electric Co.
32733 Grand River

AND YOUR WHOLE

FAMILY = QUR
o~BEST WISHES.
L
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Oak Phérmacy

The Corner Drug. Store
| E. L. MOSURE, Ph.G.

Phone 0466
Farmington, Mich.

Phone 1550

tree {firmly so it won't. fall over

May your holiday be merry, your tree laden
with good things and ‘ybur happiness unending.

Simple pleasures of the old-fashioned,

. homespug variety are still

the.mos:t enjoyable at Christmas time,
even in this streamlined age! So

in :the modern manner, with old-
‘ fashioned Asincerity, we fay,

“Merry, Merqﬁhn:sunas."

«“ T
With volumes of good wishes, o
For Christmas joy and cheer
And happiness and gladness,
Every day throughout the year!

Catlett Hi-Speed Service

24 HOUR AAA TOWING SERVICE

* FARMINGTON DAIRY "

FARMINGTON RECREATION PHONE 0135

Grand River at Brookdale Phone 1686

FOR NIGHT CALLS — PHONE 1359
Grand River at Grace Phone 9022
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