Around The Block

FINE FOR DUCKS
but rough on us poor lolks, this weather (if you want to call it that)
that we bave been having, . It sure isn't Januery weather. Maybe the
weatherman got all tangled up in the Christmas shopping rush and got
turned around, giving us spring in January. At any rate, the Rouge
-River s overflowing its banks in a number of places and the mud
puddles are much in evidence, not counting the soft spots in the roads
and drives. Just like spring for all the world, but don't be misled, there
will still be plenty of winter before the balmy breezes begin to blow,
« .o

OUR FARMINGTON FALCON ...
basketball team is getting into the big time. They have racked up their
elghth straight victory and are hitting the headllnes in the downtown
daflies. ‘The town can be mighty proud of this basketball team. They
are doing a bang-up job of representing our hometawn and they deserve
all the support you can give them. There is a rugged schednle ghead
with plenty of rough spots before tournament time. . if you want
to see some real basketball follow the team and give them a hand.
s .

NEW PRESIDENTS e

vice-presidents, secretarles and so forth are really plentiful in Farm-
ington this time of the year. Most of the organizations have just
elected and are {pstalling new ofticers. To them we offer our congratu
Iations and best wishes. They have a very
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West Point Park’
To Get Postal
Sub-Station

Branch.Office Opens
First Of February
The West Polnt Park area will
have a post office sub-station,
Farmington Postmaster Norman C.

their organization and commurity. Upon them is the challenge or
lcﬂdership ﬂml goes with a trust of office. Much of the progress of
upon the and cooper-

a“\'e etfort of these offlcers.

VACATION'S OVER . . .

and it's back to work for the children and grown-ups, too. The Christ-
mas tree in the living room is down for anotber year, the decorations
are tucked away in the attic and a few of the mew toys are probably
broken already. And the job of getting back.in the routine is upon us.
These first few weeks of the New Year are always slow. School days
seem endless and little seems to be golng on. But then all of a sudden
everything is normal again and we are looking ahead instead of back.

« s e s

IT SORTA MAKES YOU FEEL GOOD ...
when you can write a paragraph like this one. It seems that Anna Mae
Tarr, & freshman at Farmington High School, lost ber wallet in Farm-
ington the day before Christmas. Naturally, she felt pretty bad about
the whole thing. There wasn't much money in i, but every little bit
means something and there were cards and pictures. Anyway, it seems
that someone found the wallet and immediately wrapped it up, put
stamps on it, and dropped it In the mail addressed to Anna Mae. Sh
got it, with all the contents, and is very grateful to that somebody.

THE CONTROVERSY. . ..

compounded by the opinions, pro and can. of the school board’s actlon
in continuing the Bible Story recitalions in the Farmington School
District. has caused several letters to fall into the mailbox. Which is
Jjust fine and dandy with us. However, they aren’t all printed in this
week's issue — some of them were a trifle lengthy. and will be held
over until next week. Don't be disappointed if yours isn't in — it'll be
there then. And meanwhile, keep those letters coming, will you?
We'd like to know what more folks think about such things as the
“moral training” stray dogs, zoning, parking meters, and the new build-
ing code coming up. Gnarantee you'll see "em in print — if we can do

t and keep out of court.
B .

ALL THAT WORK .

.

done on the old city hall clock by Phil Thémas didn't cost the city

a nickel, [
ineluded in the cost of remodeling

we found out after press time last week.

So that wasn't

our municipal building.. Phil con-

tributed his time — which included making several parts for the old

clock. Keeps pret

e

- THIS WEEK . ..,

sees the unveiling of a Jot of new model automobiles.

od time, too.

R

This week also

sees our vintage Viking begin another year of (we hope) service.
Although all the new gadgets with which thae 1950 models come

equipped have a tendency to make

our fafthtul, though slightly tired.

vehicle appear a trifle worn and shabby, we’ll still retain it despite all

the temptation to turn it in.
value allows an even-steven swap

The plan is to drive it until its antique

for a new one. Wouldn't be sur-

prised, though. if we gave in to temptation and bought a 1950 madel —

in 1963

IT'S ABOUT THAT TIME . ..

5. These gadgets are tempting us intensely — first thing
ull know, we'll put electric lights on the old bus.

when everyone s(arla counting up to see how much money they made

for Uncle Sam last y

The rate things have heen going, there are

very few people who don't work for the government, although they don't
draw

government pavchecks — the government draws theirs!
we hear about the things the Hoover Commission reported on,

And

wa wonder if we're spending. our money wisely when we pay our taxes—
we know for darned sure Washington isn't.

New Phone Area
Effective Jan. 8

Omicn'\l extended-area telephone
permitting culls to Walled
La}.c in addition to the present Ll-
vonia, Mayfair and Southfield ex-
changes — will he inaugurated here
on January 8. At present, resl
dence subscribers to extended-area
service can also call certain Detroit
areas.

J. R. Saxton, manager for the
Michigan Bell Telephone Company,
said that the present ten-cent
charge for calls to Walled Lake
will be wiped out for those custom-
ers subscribing to extended-area
service.

Regular telephone rates will not
be affected.

On the basis of the present vol-
ume of calls to Walled Lake it is
estimated that telephone users here

3870

Faeulty-Senior Game
To Be Held Saturday
The Annuca Farmington High

Scheol Faculty - Senior. basketball
game will be held this Saturday

January 7. at the' Farmington High
School gymnasium,
Picked teams f{rom the high

School faculty and the senior class
will clash in the annual game spon-
sored by the Varsity Club and the
Girl's Athletic Associatlon. A pre-
liminary gadie between.teams from
the 5th and 6th grades will be held
at 7:30 with the Faculty-Senfor
game scheduled for 8:15.
Proceeds from the games goe:

to the Farmington High School ,\u:-
letic Association.

City Gets Tax Bill
For $106,201.55

A DBHE for $106,201.55 has been

will save appr an-
nually in toll charges as a result of
the new service.

Along with elimination of toll
charges, extended-area  service
brings a greater number of tele-
phones within the scope of flat,
monthly rates. For example, the
number of telephones that a resl”
dence extended-area user can call
at present is 31,700, With the addl-
tion of Walled Lake about 34,700
telephones are available at flat
rates.

New telephone directories con-
taining_numbers of all subseribers
within the extended-area have heen
recently distributed.

Also, all customers Thave receiv-
2d printed instructions on how to
make - extended-area calls to the
new point.

Saxton emphasized that until
Walled Lake is added to the area
on January 8, customers should
continue to make calls as they have
in the-past.

“We are proud to be one of the
first telephonme companies-in the
nation to introduce extended-area
service throughout its territory,”
Saxton added.

presented to Farmington City tax-
payers in the form of county tax-
es, due and payable, March 4, Mrs,
Kathryn Cotter, city treasurer, an-
nounced last week.

The tax bifl is based on evalua-
tion of $2,812,855 for city real and
personal property. The tax rate
of $27.98 per thousand assessed
valuation is based on $17 per thous-
and for Oakland County taxes, and
$20.98 school tax.

0t this money, Farmington City
will retain one per cent, for Issu-
ing and collecting the bills, etc.

The taxes are due March 1. It
not paid at that time, they will in-
cur a 4% penalty, plus %%
month until paid.

Austin Grant To Speak
At Noble PTA Meeting

Austin T. Grant, Farmington area
resident and CKLW newscaster,
will be the guest speaker at the
next regular meeting of the Noble
PTA, to be keld January 9 at 8 p.m.
in the Middlebelt Road School.

Mrs. Carl Matz will be chairman
for the Junch committee, composed
of 5th grade mothers.

per

ee Tuesday. Operation
of the statlon will begin about the
tirst of February, the postmaster
added.

The new substation, designed to
take part of the burden off the
Farmington station and the rural
mail carriers, will be located in the
Midwest Feed and Supply store at
33316 West Seven Mile Road.

Arnold Joseph, proprietor of the
store, says he will partition off 2
separate space for the postal sta-
tion. The station itself will handle
almost all of the duties imposed
on the regular city station, and all
of the jobs rural mail carriers do.
No mail will be distributed by the
station, however.

Purpose of the station is to dis-
pense stamps, accept parcel post
packages, and sell money orders.

€] According to the Post Office, It will

be a “non-classified rural station”.

STATION LONG CONSIDERED

Establishment ‘of the sub-station
in the West Point Park area has
been considered by the Farmington
Post oftice for séveral years, Post-
master Lee stated. However, until
Mr. Joseph and the Midwest Feed
Store accepted the station, no
space was available for it in the
West Polnt area.

A petition hearing several hund-
red names. and requesting the
establishment of the branch office
was circulated and presented to the
Poust Office several years ago.
However, no room for the office
could be found.

“The Post Office Department is
inclined to accept only low bids for
branch stations,” Mr. Lee states.
“There are too many stations be-
ing leased by the Post Office for
only a dollar a year.” Mr. Lee also
stated that
branch post office requires the
Londing of employees and the pur-
chase of equipment. Salaries are
paid b5 the establishment operat-
ing the branch, not the Postal De-
partment.

“Despite this expense. the Post
Office thinks the trade-getting ad-
vantages of the sub-station makes
it worth only a token price,” Mr.
Lec states.

Efforts to establish a sub-station
in Clurenceville have been foiled
by the same shortage that delayed
the West Point Park Station. No
store desiring a postal sulestation
is available in the Grand River -
Eight Mile area, Mr. Lee says.

A petition for such a substa-
tion by Clarenceville residents has
heen veceived by the Farmington
Post Office. but no bidders for the'
station have been found, Mr. Len
states.

establishment of a/f

Clty Gets Garag

e, Storage Space

Thls new 40 by 60 foot concrete masonry hu\ldlng has been recently

for the City of
clty garage, the bullding will be
supplies for city maintenance.

clty hall.

cated at the rear of the
used for torage of vehlcles and
Part of the city remodeling pro-

gram, the garage was constructed during the remodeling of the

Enterprise Staff Photo

To Rack Up 7th

Farmington High School's basket-
hall team ended the year on a high
note as they chalked up their sev-
enth and eighth straight win of the
season Thursday and Friday and
walked away with the Berkley In-
vitational Tournament champion-
ship.

The Falcons met Walled Lake
Thursday evening at Berkley and
racked up their seventh win of the
season 56 to 50 although they had
to come from behind to do it. Coach
Bob Mutton started & new line-up
in the Walled Lake game with Dir-
nieyer at center; Louys and Tup-
per at guards and Tyler and Bates
at forwards.

Both teams started out cautious-
1y in the first period and squared
off at 11 even as the period closed.

Girl, 13, Injured When
Truck Jumps Curb

Shirley \Vx!hlnmn l"l was slight-
Iy injured Thursd hen she was
near the inter-
section of Brookdale and Grand
River Avenud.

Shirley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Wilkinson, of 25361 Cora, was
walking between the curh and the
guardrail on Grand River Avenue
when the truck jumped the curh
and struck her. She sustained a
fractured rib and abrasions about
the face and body. The accident
ocenrred on the north side of Grand
River, approximately 100 feet from
the Brookdale intersection.

The driver of the truck, Wilbert
G. Patterson, of $11 Lake Drive,
Walnut Lake, was not held. A
cording to witnesses Arden Law
rence, of 33261 §!i Mile Road, and
Mrs, Norman F. Morrell, 23419 Flor-
al, Patterson was straddling thO
first and second lanes befere veer-
mg to the right. Patterson stiates
anothier truck forced him to the
{ curb.

Falcons Take Berkley Tournamerit

And 8th Wins

The Falcons jumped ahead in the
second perfod to take a 30 to 22
lead. AschenBrenner and Barrons
came into the game in the second
period in place of Tyler and Louys.
However, Walled Lake put ¢n the
steam in the third period to forge
ahead” 42 to 39, Farmington was
able to rack up nine points in the
period but Walled Lake accounted
for 42 points. Duebel saw action
in the third period.

The Falcons came charging back
in the (inal perlfod to overcome the
three point deficit and move out
in front. The final score was
Farmington 56 — Walled Lake 50.
AschenBrenner was high point man
for Farmington with 13 points fol-
lowed by Tupper with 12 points,

I the final.on-Friday, the Fal-
cons had little trouble swamping
Berkley 71 to 41 for Farmington’s
eighth straight victory. Hutton
started his regutar line-up against
Berkley with Dirmeyer at center;
, Tupper and Barrons at guards and
{Bates and AschenBrenner at for-
wards.

Farmington jumped right . off,
taking a commanding lead in the
first period. The score at the end
of the first quarter was Farming-
ton 19 - Berkley 8. They contin
wed to pour it on in the second
quarter, scoring 26 points while
holding Berkley to § points. The
halftime score was Farmington 43
- Berkley 16.

Hutton put in a flow of substi-
tutes in the third period. A total
of 14 players saw action during
the game, including two reserve
players, Bob Hutton and Jim Yuill.
Farmington got oniy three points
in the third periad while Berkley
zot 17 points. However, Farming-
ton still held a comfortable lead
the period ended, Farmington 48
Werkley 3%, The Falcons racked
up 23 points in the final period
while holding Berkley to eight
points to win the game 71 to 41.

Thls Pansy Wasnt A Pantywalst

This pansy isn't such a pansy after all,
during the winter.
soms ot last week. Grown In the yard at 33922 Grand River, the

plant was left uncovered last fall.

It grew and blossomed

Unseasonably warm weather brought the blos-

.Only one blossom from the

blossoming flower bed ‘Is shown above — the proprietor of the
blooms had previously picked several bouquets for New Year's

dacorations,

Enterprise Stat{ Proto

Dick Tupper was high point man
for Farmington with 26 points and
Jim Bates was next with 17.

Farmington will resume their
regular schedule this' Friday when
they journey to Holly.

CLARENCEVILLE
SCHOOLS GET
REPAIR.WORK

Workmen at the Clarenceville
schools took advantage of the boli-
day vacation to repair and improve
facllities ‘in all of the school build-
ings in the District.

In additlon to the regular Christ-

nas holiday cleaning, workmen did
considerable repair plastering at
the.Central School. They also laid
a concrete floor in the boiler room
at the Edgewood School. New
drainage pipes were installed at
the Centrat School and the Central
Scheol kitchen was repainted.

The concrete walls in the new
high school gymnasium lavatory
and shower rooms were sealed;
agafust moisture and wire protect-
ive screens were installed on the
windows in the east end of the
gymnasium, New fluorescent lights
were installed in four rooms of the
Central Schoot, also.

The contractor has only the num-
ber plates and fastening to do to
make 32 mote lockers available at
the high school. The new back-
boards for- the baskets in the gym-
nasium are expected to be installed
this week. At present, temporary,
baskets are belng: used.

Mr. Gene D. Hymes of Farming-
ton Radio and 'Television Com-
pany bas been {fvited to -attend
school at General Electric’s head-
quarters, Electronics Park, Syra-
cuse, New York. Twelve men from
Michigan will attend the school, to

Township Expected

To Ado t

Building Code Within Week

New Auto Lipenses
Sell Earlier This Year

License plates for 1950 are sell-
ing nearly twice:as fast as the
1949 plates did, John Breen an-
nounced last week. Breen is em-
ployed at Curt Hall's Pontfac Agen-
ey, local office for the Michigan
Department of State.

On December 27, 1948, sales had
amounted to 187 ‘plates. On the
same date in' 1949, 381 tags had

Hall for thé purpose of discussing
the Township, Ernest Blanchard,
evening.

on siace the resolution was appro

Superwsor To Set Spe Spec1al Meeting:
Date For Action On Proposed Code

A special meeting of the Fz\rm(ugmn Township Board is expected
to be held late this week or early next week at the Farmington Town

and adopting a buflding code for,
supervisor, announced Tuesday

Blanchard stated that the exact date has not been set, but the
Board is anxlous to take action on the matter.
a resolution to adopt a building code August 16. Work has been going .

The Board approved

ved, getting the provisions of the

claritied. Some delay

gone over the counter. Total sales
tast year amounted to about 10,000
plates, and the same number is ex-
hected to be sold this year, despite
the faster early sales.

EXCHANGE HEAD

Trojans To Play
First Home Game

Clarenceville’s Trojan baskethall| ;
team will bezin the second half of !
their 1949-50 cage season next Tues-
day evening when they play host
to Keego Harbor.

This will be the first game to be
played in the new Clarenceville
gymnasium and will officially open
the' new addition. The reserve
game s scheduled to begin at 7:00
pam. and the varsity contest will
start at §°15 p.m

Coach Charles Greig will start
Bol Goddetie at center, Hank Al-

SYLVESTER PHENEY

bers and Don Rutila at guards and
Roy Nelson and Bob Riggs at for-
wards. The new permanent back-
boards are expected to be installed
sometime this week and will be
ready for the January 10 Keego
Harbor game. .

Clarenceville will be trying for
their second victory of the season.
They have a season’s record to date
of one victory and three losses. A
large crowd is expected to attend
this first home game of the season
and the first to be played in the
new gymnasium.

The,new gymnasium has a seat-
ing capacity of 495 on the builtin
lleachers with space for 300 addi-
tional seats if necessary. Persons
attending the game will enter the
symnasium at the south end of the
high school through the door at
. facing Middlebelt Road.

the front,

Rain Swells
Local Streams”

Rain, falling without let-up since
Saturday afiernoon. has swollen
the streams in and about Farming-
ton to near-flood levels.

Where it crosses Eight Mile
Road, the branch of the Rouge Ri-
ver has overflowed its banks to
turn the surrounding area into
swampland. At its intersection
with' Middlehelt Road, the streami’s
surface was only three feet from
the top of the Middlebelt bridge on
Tuesday afternoon.

Undrained gravel roads and low
land has been similarly inundated.
Travel over several township roads
is next to impossible with modern
low-slung cars.

Ditches along muny of the town-
ship roads have been turned into
miniature rivers as they struggle
to carry away thelr unseasonably
heavy load of water. However,
youngsters find the ditches an ideal
location - for experimenting with
Christmas gift and whittled sail-
hoats.

The Farmington Exchange Club

has been due to legal steps re-

‘jauired in preparing the ordinance.

It is expected that the Board will
adopt a Building Code within the
‘next week.

A proposed Building Code was
read at the time the resolution of
adoption was passed. However,
the Board stated at that time that

ila number of changes would have

to be made before it could be ap-
proved.” In general, a building code
regulates the ‘constriction require-
ments of dwellings and buildings
in a Township. It outlines require-
ments for plumbing, exterior con-
struction, building inspection, elect-
rical work, building permits and
provides for the handling of viola-
tions.

CALLS FOR INSPECTORS

Under such:an ordinance, build-
ing inspectors must be appointed,
inchiding plumbing and electrical.
The Board has been making a
study of codes'in various adjoining
townships in order to set permit
T ati and fees.

held thefr s election of
officers last Wednesday afterncon
at thefr regular luncheon meeting.

Sylvester J. Pheney, Farmington
attorney, was elected president of
the ¢lub, William Garnham was
elected -first  vice-president and
Arnold Jorgensen second vice-presi-
dent. Claude Goodes was re-elect:
ed secretary and Emory Hatton
was elected treasurer.

New members of the Exchange
Club Board of Centrol are: Max
Hulett. Joward Thaver and Rob-
ert L. Harris. These officers will
serve until the end of June whes
anather election will be held.

Police Enjoy
quet Week End !

Law-enforcement officers in the
Farminglon area — that's City
To hip al State Police — re-
veived a.pleasant surprise Decent-
ber 21 when New Years Eve de-
veloped. into a quiet evening. far
from the uswal full night’s work,
for police officers.

Fog and rain served to-keep tre
fic mishaps to & minimum; State'
Police officers at the Redford Post
reported ,no calls New Year's Eve
— nor'did they have any until 3
pam. the: ¥oNowing Sunday, when
officers were called out to examine
a minor property-damage accident.

In Farmington city, barroom and
family squabbles were the only
blotches ‘on the police Dlotter dur-
ing an unusually quiet week end.
Generally New Year's Eve celebra-
tions mean much more work for
the bluecoats.

Farmington township officer Wil
liam  Edgar reported  “mostly
fights” New Year's Eve. Traffic
mishaps ‘consisted of ears running
over curbg because of dense fog
and poor, visibility.

The fog attained pea-soup con-i
sistency early in the evening, se.|
verely limiting visibility and vehicle
speed. -

g

“Dog Days” Return For Law O

Once again Farmington is going
to the dogs — all sorts of dogs.
Farmington Police Chief Joseph G.
DeVriendt. and Oakland County
Deputy Dog Warden James Ethier
are. once again pleading to have
the dogs kept tied. On the other
hand, owners of dead dogs are com-
plaining the animals were shot
with no warning by law enforce-
ment officers.

Police Chief DeVriendt wants the
dogs kept tied — and so does War-
den Ethier. They maintain ra-
bies knows no season, as there has

been & recent outbreak of the di-
sease in Pontlac, and that law pro-
vides the dog must be kept under
control on the owner's property, or
on a leash when not on the own-
ers property. .

0 matter what the dogs
think about the legistation, the own:
ers have thelr idess, too. Some

he held January 9 to 12.

maintain they “moved out of tha

i

0 their dog could run loose™,
Others claim their household pet
was shot_by officers with no warn-
ing either to the pet or the owner.

S6 far. 25 shooting dogs goes,
Farmington City Police Chief Pe-
Vriendt says, “If we sec a dog
running locse for several days we
assume it .is & stray. And quite
often, the only way we can capture
a stray is by shooting it” De-
Vrlendt added the department has
not the proper facilities for. catch-
ing dogs.

He also stated that when resi-
dents complain about dogs’ doing
domage to their property, the dog
is impounded locally and the own-
er must pey the dog's board and l-
cense fee.

Some areas of the city and town-
ship are worse offenders than oth-

ers, officers clajm. Chlefly. these
are comparatively newly inbabited
areas of dense population.

ceording to law, if within thirty
s after the adoption of the or-
dinance a petition is signed by the
electors consisting of elght per cent
of the toial votes cast for Govern-
or in the last election asking for
a referendum, then after filing the
petition the ordinance shall be in-
effective until approved by elector-
al vote, The text of the Building
Code will be made public foltowing
its adoption.

‘The intention to adopt a build-
ing code followed the presentation
of petitions from residents of the
Township calling for the enact-
ment of a health code, building code
and zoning ordinance. A number
of Township civic groups have
heen organized for the purpose of
securing this legislation.  The
health code has already been ap-
proved by the Board. It was pass-
ed July 21 unanimgusly by the
Township Board.

ZONING BOARD

The four-man Zoning Board is al-
ready at work on the draft of a
proposed ordinance for Farmington
Township, At present their meet-
lings are, confined to rescarch and
planning. Regular public meetings
will be held as goon as a draft has
been completed. This is required
by law and gives residents of the
Township an opportunity to hear
the proposed zoning ordinance and
make’ suggestions regarding speci-
fic parts of the draft.

It is expected that the zoning
ordinance will not le ready for
sqme time, as the Board must be-
gin at the bottom with its study
and preparation of the draft.

ROY ERDMANN
NAMED JAYCEE
PRESIDENT

Roy Erdmann has been named
president of the Farmington Jum-
jor Chamber of Commerce to (ill
the unexpired term of Robert Metz,
thé Jaycee Board of Directors an-
nounced this week, -

Metz, who was elected president
last Juiy for the year 1949-50, has
moved to Toledo, Ohio. ~ Erdmann
was elected first vice-president in
the July elections. James Warner
been elevated to first vice
pregident and ' Harokl Aldrich has
heen narted second vice-president.

A special was held. last
Thursday evening in honor of Metz.
The Jaycees presented him :with
a gift and a . past-president’s pin.
Erdiann was officially installed as
the new president at the party and

nresented with a president’s pin.
)
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