* [m. m.memos|

By MARGARET MILLER

i '

Meat prices and ceilings
and boycotting are claiming

abig slice of attention in Ob-
serverland.
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Reports vary as to obser-
vance of the nationwide meat
boycott,

Bul it's certain that every- gether to
one is thinking and talking
about the high price of put-
ting a_square meal en the
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ve've been taken
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~We are in sympathy with
the supermarket people and
with the farmer, but we feel
there’s  someone in the
middle who is cleaning up.”

An informal check in this
area indicated the price
spreads from the 40 cents a
pound which a  Plymouth
Township farmer lists as his
best recent on - the - hool
price to 93 cents a pound, the
current 'price of a side of
beef in one Farmington
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Lenore Mendelson.  ~He's
done more harm than good.
The price/was frozen so high
that when the ceiling comes

~ off. prices will just zoom up
again.
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gan with the neighbors on
Glenmoor Avenue in Farm-
ington and claims support of
mqre than 1,000 families in
Oakland County, staged a
march to a_nearby super-
market Sunday as the boy-
cott began.

They took along a couple of
horses wearing “Dont Eat
Me™ signs. but the animals
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And recollections about meat rationing also lead
me to one of my favorite quotations,
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FUAL according to Mrs.
Mendelson. Mrs. Cherie La-
tona and Mrs. Jan Witten-
bach, is!going to keep up the
boycott “until prices drop o
a reasonable level” and will
keep its members supplied
with meatless recipes to use.

“We're pgoing to walch
prices ‘carefully and will
make endorsements of stores
that offer better values.”
Mrs. Mendelson said.

Definitely ready to join in
v boycott is Mrs. Peggy
of Piymouth. .
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1 spent a whole day shop-
ping last week.,” she said.
~And the meat | could afford
is stuff 1'd wouldn't feed my
dog. N

“Our food expenses used 1o
be 30 to 40 per cent of our
budget. Now they are way
over 30 per cent.”

Mrs. White, wife of a Ford
glass cutter and mother of
two small ' children. said
she's planning a garden this
summer and “don’t laugh.
I'm looking imo getting a
calf to raise.”

That won'l help says Co-
lumbus Wilkin, who has been
raising  beef catlle in
Plymouth township since the
1830s.

He and his son. Dwight.
maintain emphatically that
the higher beefl dollar is not
going to the farmer,

~The way we look at it.”
Wilkin said. “meat prices
aren’t out of line with other
prices.

~Because wages have gone o

up so, much. the cost of feed
and the cost of replacing
farm equipment is far high-
er. That means that with all
we have to do. we're lucky if
we €arn 10 cenls an hour.
and if a small farmer can

‘Taxes are yp. and we pay
f rything like everyone
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Witkin ~ figures  his - in-
vestment in a steer he has
raised i$ about $100. and
there’s| another $100 charge
for bumlhering it.

“So in the lasl few years

T've sold the meal we raise ~ :

and you take what they give
you forjit - and we buy meat
for the table. Right now 1
can't touch anything - but
chuck steak.”

Boycotting isn't'the answer,
insists i\\'ill»;in.

The National Farmers Or-
ganization has recommended
that we hold meat back.” he
said.  7But how can that
help? If we have 15 to 20
steer ready to market. we
have to move them because
it costs so much to keep
feeding them.

i

~If the boycott goes on. a
lot of farmers will just not
stay.in business. Then there
will be|less meat on the mar-
ket. and the price will go still
highcr.{"

Fiom restaurateur Jerey
Harb of Plymouth came.an-
other view of the meat price
squeeze.

It hit[him in the process of
converting Harb's restaurant
from & pizzeria-type dining
place to a more specialized,

moderately  priced  estab- _
lishment.
~In (he five months since

the change. food prices have
risen as much as 40 per cent’
in specific areas.” he said.
adding| that even new menu
printing is difficult because
“any menu becomes obsolete
in a copiple of weeks,”

_He outlined several choices

for the restaurant owrer -
anticipating higher prices in
menu [listings. making por-
tions smaller. raising the
price of less expensive items
in order to even things out.

“Those are all unaccep-
table.”| he said. “but I sup-
“l'have to do a little of
rely on customers’
awareness of constantly in-
creasing prices.”

From each vantage point,
the meat price ceiling de-
creed | by. President Nixon

clear $4.500 to $5.000 a year, last week seemed to offer
he’s sailing. little or ne help.
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the beginning of their meat boycott.
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First reports on Observ- s
h P he said of orders for the. ing to people. I had the feel-.

“He did say it didn't apply
to Lhe farmer’s price. but
.he'll get it in the end any-
hu\\:"‘ predicted farmer Wil-
kin. }

~Sure. he put on a ceiling.
but it's too high.” said Peggy

. \‘v’hilez.

erland observance of the boy-
cott indicated meat was still
being purchased, but there
were suggestions that some
fall-off could be expected as
the boycott week progressed.

-Meat sales over the week-
end were down $2.000 in the
Wrigley supermarket at Or-
chard Lake Road and 13
Mile. said manager David
Leister. but chicken and fish
were a sellout.

week.

However, not much differ-
ence was noted in the Chat-
ham supermarket at Merri-
man and Five Mile in Li-
vonia and the Farmer Jack's
at Merriman and Ann Arbor
Trail in Westland.

~Saturday was a good
day,” reported Don Norton,
meat department manager in

ing they were-buying extra
in anticipation of the boycott.
I've ordered normally for -
this week, but I'm watching
it closely.” -

A Farmington meat mar-
ket owner agreed that people
were preparing ahead.

. Even with the price of
sides 93 cents a pound, he re-
ported a brisker - than - usu-
al trade in the last week.

i
"thhing is changed.” said
{
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BEEF ON THE HOOF
doesn't mean much profit
for farmer Columbus Wil-
kin of Plymouth. (Observer
photo by Bob Woodring)

Something os sall as the nght pillow con
create o personglity for something os lorge
s an entire room. There is no simpler or
idss expensive way 10 0dd os much warmth
ond brightness. And at the Ethan Allen
Home Foshion Center you'll find pillows in
just about every style and color. Plus a-
Ylofge sefection of upholstery fabrics, dropery,
broadlooms, Oriental and American design
rugs ond bedspreads. Youl also find
dacorating experts 10 help you select which

pillowrs best fit the decor of your home. -
-en it comes fo decorating your home with
flovss, you'll never find us sleepingonthe job.

From our Ethan Allen
Home Fashion Center.
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