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By TOM DONOGHUE |
Sports Editor

The Livonia high schbol
athletic ‘programs are inf a
sad tailspin.

Two years ago the fqur
Livonia High Schools -- Bept-
ley. Churchill, Franklin gnd
Stevenson Suffered a setbadk

Each school lost assisthnt
-coaches in football, wres-
tling.  swimming. track gnd
baseball in addition to pne
varsity sport which was golf
in three of the schools
tennis at Stevenson High.

Thus junior, varsity com-
petition was almost cutf to

nill.

But at the same time girls’
varsity competition
brought into the scene 2l
with hockey. a new varpity
sport for boys.

At the same time, thef ju-
nior high schools suffered]the
Toss of baseball programs|but
added eighth. grade basket-
ball aling with girls' fol
leyball. -

Out went 34 coaches.
impact was not felt hard
year. 3

The assistants for the most
part. remained without [pay
but this year it has tufned
out to be a tune of a diffefent
and dis-heartening song. |

The Livonia Coaches]lAs-
sociation, 116 members
strong. has been formed|and
wants answers to a lof of
questions.

George Lovich, foofball
coach ‘at Franklin High.
heads the executive dom-
mittee of the coaches asgoci-
ation

Why was thxs committee
formed?

“We, meaning the coal
and athletic programs i
vonia, lost so much wit
any consultation at the gtart
of the 197112 school jpar.
that something has to| be
done. :

~Qur goal is to re-inglate
the sports program. playing
the role of a bargaining uftit.

‘The organization has |met
about eight times and segs it-
self working \nth the Livonia
Education Association.

~We are oul to- get
coaches back.” added
ich. ~Our No, 1 aim is t
our system back in a func-
tioning matter with the Ijo. 2
goal a revamping of thejsa-
lary schedule:

“We haven't receivel a
raise in three years.
coaching salary comes o}
somethipg like 78 cent;
hour. We are ‘hoping ts
the LEA in what they s
be bargaining for us.

~We are in no way a
tionary |group — just a
of coaches who want the
tem restored to 2
way."

Lovicl
ping t
coach,
varsity
vonia.

“The/loss ‘of a track
tant has to be-a real blo

“Thete is no way onefman
can handle something like 60
to 70 kids in 15 diffprent
events.| He can manag |but
not even come close to tpach-

ing.
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e assistant basgball
there are no jjnior
programs now ¥ Li-

sis-

onia

- this happen.

~The wrestling pfdgrams
. have really dropped.|Here at
' Franklin we bargly 'had
enough ‘to fill one |team.
These adverse efféels are
really going to hit|us next
year.

“I can't really see how
anyone is going to expect the
Livonia schools to remjain on
the same level of itic

“No. l was that baseball is
effected tremendously by the
weather :and we have only a
short time to fit in the
games.

“No. 2 was that we have
only two exceptional ball dia-
monds for junior high use in
Livonia. We just don’t have
any gooﬂ diamonds, nobody
them.

with systems that have ex-
cellent junior varsity pro-
grams. There is nof way we
can compete agai .

Churchill track copcp Fred
Price has a total pafticipa-
tion of 72.

~The schnol systefn lis ask-

ing the from
coaches,” explainefl | Price.
“How can I really |expect
myself to coach 2 kigs in 14
events, nine of a
different nature. .

~I don’t see how lanyone

who knows anything] about
sports can let something like

*No. 3'the price of umpires
has sky-rocketed.

“No. 4 was the sport could
be bettered and followed up
in the summer recreation
program;

“So we made a two for one
switch; adding eighth grade
basketbail and girls' vol-
leyball. 1t was a bad situ-
ation but we had to do some-
thing at the time.

~Qur philosophy is not to
act as a feeder system for
the high schools. We have to
operate on the basis of what
is best for us at this time and

m the
ruction

~If nothing else,]
safety i
is almost
losing kids becausg t|
1 am not giving (myself to

B o

them so why should they
give it back.
=1 won't cnach next year
under these N
The turnout for High school
track in Lwoma has in-
creased t ly since
the junior high bageball pro-

gram has been dropped.

Track.is the lon¢ sport for
the seventh, eighth and ninth
graders to go out for in the
spnng In their
and jumior years their minds
have to turn back to track in-
stead of baseball, |especially
since there is no futior var-
sity baseball at|tbe high
schoo level.

when
done,..
ve two
ir time
von't be
an only

“Now is the 1i
something has to [be
added Price. T |h
teachers donating th
to aid me but the;
back. time donating
go so far.

~Some Kids arej losing in-
terest. | heard somg saying
that it just isn't fun anymore
- the coach is neven over to
help us out.

“That one .extr:
means so much in|tr
the other sports cul.’

Ralph Springfield| athletic
director for all 10 [jupior high
schools in Livonia| has an ex-
ptanation for somd of the
questions asked byl the Li-
vonia Coaches A i

*When the cuts|w
made, we had the thoice of
knocking oul basgball or
parts of the foptball pro-
gram. We had to fodk at this
exposure at all leyels and the
decision was madg by a com-
bination of several people
from the junior high level to
the board. |

~There were
that made us defi
junior high basebll

coach
ck as in

re being

r lpo'mLs

FENCING TAINS -- Wayng &
University sporfed|two sophomore feficing
captains in S ielii's Steve Danosi and|Uane
Goodwin of Henry Fard in leading their teams to
15-0 and 8- 1 relcords respectively. Danosiis
WSU's first soghomore captain. He was ‘72
N(‘AA All-Amelica in sabre and is the 73
National Under|20 champion. Miss G| gdwin
captained the flrst WSU’s women’s team in
history. :

I know there are a lot of
people who will disagree
with this.

~The push for girls, well,
we were told to install it in
our programs and that was
that.

Junior high attiletics have
always been the whipping
bo;

y.

*'One thing we need so bad-
ly at the junior high level is
wrestling. Our high schools
are getting crucified. The

kids are getting the pants
taken right off them. We
need to have something be-
fore the high school level.”

You don't have to tell
Churchill baseball Coach Ro-
ger Frayer that he doesn't
have a junior varsity pro-
gram.

“Unless a kid is super-
great, he just-isn’t going to
get a shot' al making the
team until the 1ith grade.”
said Frayer. “Unless the j
nior varsity program is re-in-
stated, we won't be able to
compete at the same level
with schools' we go up
against now,

“There is just no way that
Little Leagues and summer
baseball will :get the kids
ready for high school com-
petition. .

~Last year 1 had 8 kids
out. 1 kept 23 on the varsity
level and my then cut coach
Jim Neuman . continued to
work with 24 sophomores.
The others: had to be
dropped.

“Only 35 came out this
year, but Neuman wasn't go-
ing to work again for no pay,
and I can't blame him. He
has house payments to make
just like you and me.

“He did it last year with

the hope of the program
being re-instated and this is
about the sole reason why I
will be able to field a good
team this year. I would hate
to think about next year or
the year after.

“With ninth grade track
swaying all the prospective
ballpiayers I had only 18
sophomores out this year
compared to 40 last season.

~The word gets around on
the ins and outs of earning a
varsity letter and in which
sport a kid will get a chance.

=A lot of the good soph-

.omore baseball players are

out for track and I don't
really blame them.

~Sometimes I can't really
figure out the thinking of the
Board. We don't. have any
home baseball games be-
cause we play all our home
games at Haggerty Field.

~Thus we are given a sum
of $9 per game for another
adult to be in attendance for
supervision purposes and
that comes to about $180 for
the season, 1/3 of the assis-
tant coach's salary and the
game is when we need the
least supervision.

“It has all boiled down to
where the kids have to be
more dedicated as there just
isn't any time fo goof off.
Sure the sophomores feel
they are being slighted and !
don’t blame them.

I guess the short cutback
was all wishful thinking.”
concluded Frayer.

Robert Crumpton. execu-
tive director of the LEA, is
the middle man between the
Livonia Coaches’ Association
and the school board.

“We are in the middle of a
two year contract now which
expires in August and we
just can’t negotiate now. This
athletic problem is only a
share of a piece of a larger
piece,” explained Crumpton.
~We will consider this prob-
lem with all the thers.

“The Coaches Association
is only one of about 42 that
are confronting me now and
1 am clearly not going to
take sides -- pro or con.

“Sure it is obvious that we
are in dire need of getting
these assistants back but the
board hasn't recognized the
problem, instead lhey are
bringing in girls' sports.”

The man. and the place
where it all boils down lo is
the Livonia Board of Educa-
tion and Supervisor Ron Up-

g

n.
~All-right, first.of all about
girls" sports,” said Upton.
~At this time the Michigan
State Athletic Association
has an injunction against it
to allow girls to go out for
sports and we cant go
against an injunction so we
give in to the girls all the
Wi

the problem.

| HOCKEY

REGISTER NOW!
$55 per session
2 SESSIONS

AUG.6-10'
AGES §thru 12

NEXT EOMIHG ATTRACTION

PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY CULTURAL
CENTER
1973

DETROIT RED WING ALL STAR
AL KARLANDER'S

CLASS SIZE LIMITED TO 36
i - (CLASSES WILL BE FILLED ON A FIRST .
COMEIFIRST SERVED BASIS)

PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY CULTURAL

E
525 FARMER -PLYMOUTH
455-6620 OR 455-6623

SCHOOL

AUG. 13-17

AGES10thru16

ay.
“Now to the real heart of

“The ‘Cny of Livonia has
had no additional millage in
the last seven years. The
people in Livonia for some
unknown reason think they
are the highest taxed city

around, they really believe
this hul everyonc arounds us

pays m

“'l'hethvonia teachers -at
the maximum salary level
are below Wayne County's
medium!salary level. All of a
sudden.the people in Livonia
decided ‘they dndnt want to
pay anymore peaple.

~1 am an ofd coach. 1 know
what is going on and I dont
like it but 1 have to fight for
everyone including sports.

~How {can 1 justify one
coach ]mndlmg 70 kids, the
same way I justify the cut-
ting of :32 of my adminis-
trators, | teachers and
countless other people, along
with n sixlh hour in the high
.schoals.

“Wel dre just beginning to
tear apart this school system
through :a “Chinese torture
melhn‘d.'l

is the
EXCLUSIVE
DISTRIBUTORSHIP
. FOR
Gt Tl

- EXTRUDED ALUMINUN
PORLS.

APRIL SHOPPERS
SAVEZDto 0%

100% llUMDIUM

15 YEAR GLARANTEE
*ESTHER YLLUMS
POOLS

$10 LAYAWAY
NOowW!

OPEN SUNDAY
Sun 116, Daily 109 Sat 106

LIVONIA TAYLOR
34150 PLINLUTH RO vt 7

ANH ARBOR | WINOSOR

259w SO

“I just can't figure mxs
out, an addition of one mill
would cost a family an aver-
age of S1 more per month
and we would still'be nine
mills below the Wayne ss-
tem but it would be a start,

“~*People in Livenia were at
one time supporting every-
thing, every year there was
an increase in taxes. Now
the people have said Lhey
have had enough.

“The hockey program: is
somsething 1 really pushed
for. 1 have seen it growmg
and the community here is
hockey crazy, there wasi no
stopping that program.

“The only way we wil
these coaches their jobs hack
will be for the Livonia parent
to say he is going to pay
little more.

~Some people say lhalv we

-are just not spending |the

money we have properly. |
couldn’t disagree with them

Prep Athletics In A Tallspm"

more, we are

we can with what we got and

the sports cut

portion of the pie that has
been sliced out.”

doing \he best

back is just a

RUTTMAN -

5 H.P. HORNY TOAD $124.95
RUTTMAN

24732FordRd.  Dearbomn His,
75:5093

e SPROFESSIONAL

at Seutbdowns
ROBERT DUEEASE

Meber U8 Pr Prfesonsl
GINNERS
® ADVANCED

530

NEW SPRING TENNIS CLINICS
L] INTERMEDIATES

6 WEEK SESSION

Classes begin Apei 30tk
CalsTTBW ey
for limited enrollments
PRIVATE and SEMI PRIVATE
LESSONS AVAILABLE

(OFFER HONORED Fl

FREE FREE)

ANNIVERSARY
BONUS

1 6 WEEKS OF

BRING IN THIS ADTO

KARATE HEAI.TH SPA

849 PENNIMAN PLYMOUTH

455-

SEE: DGUG ROSE --F

5890

ROGRAM DIRECTOR

ROM 4-12-73 thru 4-30-73)

lssmu'u‘nvu KARATE -

——?

$200.000 spreads alotof,
warmth—up north in
Pellston.regularly the coldest
spot in Michigan—and

in other placesiike Flint,

It was a hot tlmemthe
cold town that mght

The night M

argaret Wilson
of Pellston won $200 000

East Tawas. Taylor and L
Detroit. That's the beauty-o
the World's Richest Lottery|
It spreads the warmth (and
the wealth) all over the state.

N
$10,000. $50,000. $200,000. -
Week after week after week

Be sure to get your share.

make you a winner.

'l'he chance ofa llfetlme

New tlcket sales start every Tuesday...new dr:

awing every Thursday

Just one Lottery ticket could’

Iy
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