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By K ATHY MORAN

- The ZaD children at Wayne
County  Child | Development
Center in Northville Town-
ship may become unfucky
pawns in\a stalemated game
between ., county and state
agencies..

_ That's the f
teachers 'and s
there in light of
port which recq
ing the 750 acre|

And it's a feefing shared by
other pro[essm jals who con-
tend thére Afen't enough
places to, housq the children
in Detroit. Wpyne County
commissioners| will deter-
mine the center]s fate.

The first stepfto displacing
the seven to| 18-year-olds
came with the yssuance of a
state task force] report which
recommepded {hat the 750-

ar of many
aff members
a recent re-
fnmends clos-
campus.

acre campus b closed and
the children [shifted into
small group residénces.

residents are
relarded or
Qs less than
already. been
agency to
ffort to find

Because the
either mentally
disturbed with
9, many have
shifted ‘from
agency in an

Kids 11/1

Can 250 Go To ‘Small Groups’

R

‘

They call for dividers in
each dormitery room which
house 10 to 15 children each.
Lockers would be at each
end of the rooms, and indoor-
outdoor carpeting would be
installed to make the rooms
more homey.

During the public hearing,
O'Hair pointed out another
concern related to care of
the children.

“In 1926, when the center
was constructed, Detroit was
the center of society and af-
fluence in the state. As was
the fashion of the time. the
‘misfits’ from this society
were placed as far a ay as
possible from the city in in-
stitutions. Several of those
are located in the Northville
area.

“Today, with Northville
and Plymouth representing
one of the most affluent
areas in the stale, we are
seeing the trend reverse it--
self.
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programs| con/:pauble to their ; “I want you to show me
needs. | a]:w morllilrn-ty(‘a.‘e:s structure

The child dn:wlnpmenl cen- AR | that would withstand these
ter is durrently the only These are . real .| pressures,” he said.
place prepared td handle the - ! The report recommends
“troubled|" children. roc k b ottom ty pe closing the campus but

Allhoug,Lthel k force re- klds Foster homes are doesn't mention what would
port admlts this ffact, it still M O become of the buildings and
recommends that the chil- not the answer for the land.
dren be phased put into ap- . “At the same time as they
propriate | facilitids or foster severely emotionally are talking of closing this fa-
homes. emptying the center 1 cility, the community mental
by July of 1973. d1sturbed child. health board in Delroit has

But would the [children be recognized the need for more
able to function |n foster or --A Psychologxst beds,” Dr. Rabinovitch said.
small groip homes? “On one hand, they are rec-

~'Some [would { and some closing of this fa-
wouldn't.'{| said |Dr. Ralph cility, and on the other hand
Rabinovitch. former director . they are asking for more
of Hawtharn Center. than 50 per cent of the refer-  Although the committce beds.”

Many off the children who rals to the center and the used six previous studies as  Belanger said that he pre-
are al thi centel are there Detroit public schools refer references for its in- pared plans a year ago for
because tfley needed concen- about 20 per cent. vestigation, it apparently ig- dividing the dormitories into
trated attgntion. He said. The task force report in- nored the findings in the ear- . small group rooms to comply

“It's gojng to be very diffi- dicated 57 per cent of the re- lier studies, O'Hair said. with modern concepts in
cult to finfl appropriate small ferrals -were for social im- Earlier reports suggesled mental health. For an un-
group homes for them,” he malunl) 46 per cent for lack ways of strengthening (he known reason, the plans nev-
said. ~I'M not jaying that of ! and none recom- er got past the drawing
some of the children can‘t be speciat education classes. 33 mendmg closing it. boards, he said. ’
placed i the per cent for truancy from  The 1968 Citizens” Review
But to plan to place all of home and school, 41 per cent Committee report states:
therm., 1 whuld sal. is wishful for incorrigibility at home, 33 *Our recommendation is to
thinkin, per cent for physical aggres- appoint a new superintendent

Th Wavhe Coufty Juvenile Sion against peers and 1l per and make the advice and
Court is r ble cent against adults, 20 per services of the present super-

le for more

cent for lack of achievement
in regular classes and less
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than 10 per cent for criminal
or sexually deviant acts or
drug abuse.

Ninety-seven per cent of
the children had multiple
reasons for referral.

“Some need time away
from their environment to

noviteh said. “After they
have had help they should be
prepared to return to’ the
community.

~The notion of taking 250
children from any facility
and :finding places for them
is. I think, impossible.” said
Samuel Davis, executive di-
rector of the Michigan Assn.
for Emotionally Disturbed
Children. “There are no
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places that can accom-

modate that many Kids.™
When voicing his protest to

the “human resources com-

commissioners, Davis said
that. small group homes
aren’t practical for the cen-
ter's type of population.
~Small group homes care
for mildly disturbed chidren
“is fine, but most of Wayne
County's mildly disturbed
children are being served.

*The children who are
being referred to the child
development center and to
other hospital programs are
severely disturbed. They
need something more than
small group homes or special
education in our public
schools.”

Pat Tombeau. a unit psy-
choldgist at the center. ech-
oed a similar concern.

“These are real rock bot-
tom~ type kids,” he said.

“Foster homes are not the
answer for the severely
emotionally disturbed child.”

The report itself has been
attacked by center employes
who . question conclusions
made by a committee which
hardly saw the campus.

The committee held its
first -meeting. in August on
the center's campus -- and
even then it didn't observe
the programs and living con-
ditions, according to Michael
J. O'Hair, director of in-ser-
vice training.

“Qur buildings are also
adaptable to small group liv-
ing facilities.” O'Hair said.

“The center’s environment
is clean: the air is fresh; the
buildings are widely spaced,
well ventilated, structurally
sound and flexible for remo-
dellng, if desired.

“The environment is gen-
erally less stressful than that
in the home of many of these
youngsters,'" he said during a
public meetinig.
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find themselves,” Dr. Rabi-*

mittee composed of county’

intendent available to him if
he wishes. .
“‘Regardless of the merit
or lack of merit of his {Supt.
Pasquale Buonicorito) activ]
ty. there are to may negativ
factors operating for the cul
rent superintendent to deve
an effective program.”
Although a weak adminis-
tration was blamed for weak-
nesses in the center’s pro-
gram in previous report:
county commissioners failed
to follow any recommenda
tions as far as changing thi
administration, O'Hair noted.

e
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“They've decided it's eas-
ier to close the center than lo
overhaul: it," he said. ‘l(‘
just because they are gul-
less.

“We just dont under) tand
where they got their ftatis-
tics at ail.” he cont nucd
noting that the report mles
it would take aminimum of
$2 to $5 million to renovate
the buildings.

Most of the §1 buildings
were constructed in 1926
when the center first opened
and are structurally suund}
says Stanley Belanger, gen;
eral trades foreman at thd
center.

Belanger directs the 16
member maintenance and
building crew which consrsls
of carpenters, :painters, a
bricklayer, electricians!
plumbers etc. ]

“I'm on rccord as saying
that nobody from that task:
force ever approached me ory
talked to me aboul it.” ‘Bel
anger said.

He said the

passed their accreditation)
“with flying colors” and|
comply completely with the
Detroit fire code, one of the
toughest in Michigan. He ad-|
mits repairs are needed, but
says his . staff can handle
them.

A recerit fire, which had
been set by.one of the resi-
dents.

reached a high in-
“tons of water"™

e fire didnt damage

didn!t even leak to the room
below.

Students Plan
To Sell Books

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
Brookside School Cran-
brook will hold its"paperback
book sale from 8 to 11:30
am. and 2 to 4 p.m., April 11
and 12, in the school, 550
Cranbrook Road.

The books are primarily
for children, but there will be
some for adults, plus station-
ery and 44 solid oak student
chairs.

7 r N

FUNERAL HOMES

GARDE!
Ford Road 3 Wastof Merrman

Stereo FM /Al\!l Radio-
Phonograph with
8-Track Tape Player

As beautiful to see as it is to hear, this compact
stereo console features: the automatic:
Mark | Record Player, four speakers and an
8-track Stereo Cartridge Player with Automatic
Program Changer and Continuous Play, program :
Selector and program Indicator. And you have
your choice of four-authentic furniture styles, too!

EVERY SPRII\IG FOR I.IFE

.. OR ONE OF 1,075 OTHER PRIZES . . .
with a tofal retaif value of over $20.000! Yes. besides
giving away $1,000 every Spring for the fife of some
lucky person (or $20,000 in cash) . . . Magnavox will
give away 15 deluxe 25° diagonal Color TV consoles.
25 complete-stereo companent systems, 35 black and
white portable TV's and 1,000 pariabla radios! Come in
for your official eatry blank and complete rufes (no
purchase is necessary) . . . or wite for the officiat entry
blank and rules to Magnavnx “Haul In A Big One

Sweepstakes, P.0.Box 532, New Canzar, Conn. 06840
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High Performance
Stereo System with
8-Track Tape Player.

Model 9300 has 30-Watts IHF Music Power,
Steteo FM /AM Tuner /Amplifier,

the Micromatic Record Player, and an
Air-Suspension Speaker System with a
High-Compliance 6" Bass Woofer plus a 3%"
Tweeter in each unit. And now—at no extra cost~'
you also get a fine performing Magnavox stereo
cartridge player! Don’t let this “prize catch™ for
great sound gel away from you!

59,95 VALUE
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Model 7546—Mediterranean styling
Simulated TV Picture
100% Solid-State is the most refiable Color TV ;
and now Magnavox introduces Modular 100%
Solid-State! Simpler, with five plug-in circuit panels
and plug-in mini-modules and transistors. No tubes to
heat up or burn out. If anything goes wrong the first
year. (and it's Magnavox's fault) it's serviced free—
no charge'for parts or labor! The exclusive Videomatic
watches the light you watch television by and
automatically adjusts your picture for color,
brightness and contrast . . . and compensates for
color changes between scenes and channels. You'll

always get a color-right, s

perfectly-tunid picture—
BERRY’S OWN SERVICE DEPT)

day or night.; Early
American, Contemporary
and Mediterranean styles.
i
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